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Pre sid.ent 'g-$sgggt

This past morrth has scen f,Iveragc activity f or th.e gr ulr.
Further wcrtr< i.ras bc en carrled- cut 1n Jersy Cave at
Yarrangobilly.Viclcic \'rtilson and. lllrself rrisit ecl b,:th Je rsy
anit Jillabeen on Sund.ay 2nd September.Huruif,"ity ri.n,1 temperature
mc.asllrements vriere ta.urcn anil r*corclcd.li'or thcse interestec'l-r
Jersy ea,ve everages 11 d.egrees centigracle, vrhile qutsid.t it
is six clegrccs cSntigraclelUurniAi.tSr varies- from B5'lo and. LAA(;
and everege s at B5'1, insld.c the c a.vo vtlr-iIc only 70 1d out sid.e .
Jil}abeen is slightly irrarrucr rvitlr. avt; rage t crnpc::lr.,tu::c beitrg
L5 degrces centigracli: and j:urnirlitSr gAfrn Jillabecn has & sol-id
meta} door elcsing ,:ff the cntrance enC shovrs limer:ton,c
a,c-Livity elosc to its entri,,ncGr These statistics itrill cnly
become useful :rfter several years o:f rcecrc1ingo tTe hope
they will provid-c inf ormation on the aff ,sets of r torrrj-st t

uso of a crive , ancl ):e Ip in fo-'':r:ulating somo' j-tLcrrs r.ib:ut bc-btcr
C&VO rnafi&gement.
\'/e haive plotted e t pacingr rncasurei*ent ancl. a ver'be} ile scri,pticn
of the t en po sitions y'lkrerc r-Iieasure:nent s erc tc i:e r,lc orded".
lYe hope to estai:lish {a roster systern of C.T.0.G. inemhers tc
take mcariurcirents on e inonthly basis.'r{e a}so hcpe t,: usc
other inf orinn,tionr e . {,i. t irie of year, ru-tir'lccr' r:f pcople in the
er,rea, to fcrnnulat; soillc opi::riorl$o
I spi:kr: to Ivan froin Buslr ll,eseue this v,reek. The next d"cl-lve rics
cf bui;iness c:-irectories will ire apprcxintat ely three weelrs avray,
iilI the peinpirlets wcre d"elivercrl v,,rithin several d.ays of rcc cip"b
by club menrbers o',i'e hr:ri abcut twelvc members, solilc femily groups,
helpi-ng, anrl they raiseii 1$210.00.This rnoney rniill bc use d to
f i+rance this newsle -l;ter, and gcncral business, but thcrc wil1.
c ertainly ire cn;ugh to s,oenci iir other e.reaii, such es general
eclu-ipnren-b . Wil v,iculci rii(ilcoliic youi: suggustions,
/i.S o-F. iliei'ri,be r'*hip: I-b ]ras bcen f oundr to hc f ir:a.ncin1ly
iinpossible f crlan iiro'',rn and. mgselt' to atiencl- ,i..ti"C.0.iil, tkris
t irae , f he ch,l.bs case f or iiiembcrship ',;i11 hc pre sent ed. at tlic
/i.. S.if . rir.i;eting, but not tliroug;h persrnal rcprc$ur1-La+;ion, i'ue

botlr re55r'ct th.at tnj-;.r is thc enii ri sui-b of curs ancl tirc
clubs ef f orb s_ to gr;rn recogni-tion ?;s i;r. separa,t e i'J.entity fv'onr
H..C"C-. Syclney. lrle ca,n onl1r hop'; 'bhat rJrc arc sr-lcc.cssful-.
I,{earrwhilc, Ie',n antl I wiil be rLtt-csc1lng bhu n,:xt i.'i. 5. f .
Spelrocouncj-} rncc-ting iaterblr.j.s rocn*h,Even though vre erc
Llcceptecl et tl:c fiiciciings r we still Crc no"b have an off icia.l
vote. Hovuerler we call and do reprcsent your interLrsts ln
eonjunetion rryith I{.C.G. Syd.ney at 'trhe meeting as }i.C.G.
ii{e rrrould }ike tc thank Reg Bament for providing and-
arr;.ngin,q the films and opcrator with tcst gearr orr the
I drink d.rivlrrg? inf crmation night. It was g,rod to see rnenibe:'s
of other cavi.ng clubs also prcsent.
ti note asnrrt thc long Jf eekend in Octoher: - it riay not
Check with Lre or Ian if ycu &r-e lntercstecl.
f SI{IRT orclers ar:e a bit slow.Ycu c&I1 still get ono if
u,s know in the ncxt tre ek.

be cllr

you 1.et

See you at thc next meeting"..PHIlrl

P "Oli ONit
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cslJlir{DER I'oii IIE4T FIVE MONTTIS

C].ub nights October 19th- thursd.ay- Bush rescue.

I{ovember 1?th.-Friday - -trlilsonr s p}ace
12 i{unro St.,
Curtin.',{ine and Cheese.
.ts.Y.O. \,fNE
Plus a general- slide
night:limit of 20 each

December: no official meeting due to hoLictays

ilanua,ry L8th 19?9: L.G.M.- Bush Rescue Hdq.

trips Blarured so far
Octobe:r : long {leekend lst / 2rrd,. Yarangabilly.

with Andy Spa.te and Joe Jennings.
fhey have extend.ed. a" special invitation
to members of C.T.C.G. to help them
with their water tracing experiments.
It shculcl proviclc you with a fund of
information both geological an<1 environ-
mental. Nurbers are limited so get in

quick and notify Ian Brown 5.f you are
going.People who have helped beforc
say it is rcal1-y worthvthil-e.

October: 28tYr/ Zgi.ih Yarangabilly.
Eaglee Nest.
lrip Leader: John Brush((C.S.S;)

contact through lan Brown

November:date to be set- depends upon Shoalhaven R
!'ryanbenc .
probably mld Nov.

De c erliber ; CooLamin.
probably early Dec.

Jan./Eeb. t79: Buchan, if it can .be a.rrange cl.
We would like to make this a 3-4 clay s
trip, so try and think of a time when
you might have a"tr ixtended weekend.

It is important to thlnk about this now
as we wi1:l try to work out a firm date in
the October meeting, to start arrangcments
with V.S.S..

Early 19?9i possible Camoweal or ientral Qld.trip .

PI,EASE READ EHIS C*BEFUIIY AS ,lE il0UI,D ].,IKn [O [t.tKE FIlilVl
ARRANGMTIENIS ABOUT IHESE IBIPS AI THE NEXT MEETING. ]

iI{E 1YEED TO K$ow j{ilo Is INTE1ESTED gtsC.-

P:"GiI tiifO
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Iptr:? d.uqt i.An__[o Cevipg_E?i"r.ipurer]t:g?qt f ]i{:e e;S!8Sf

Rone types Availab1e_rUL-

For climbiogr nylon ropes are pref emeC.. They ccme in two
type6ffi5?.raia(:strand"s)crbra1ded.(lceinrante1).
Kermantel is pref erued as it slid.es through Karabiners bett er,
has a rrl'Ion sheath t o prot ect the inner f ilament s anC' abscrbs
energy better.Hovrever it is less easily helcl than hawser-
laid. nylon rope. rfhat ever roFe you select, make sure it ccnf orms
to recognised. saf ety stanclard.s.

Hawser Laid. Nylon Kennantel Uses

No 4 Nylon

ido 3 lrlylon

No 2 Nylon

No 1 Nylon

llrtuii I.TyIon

9mm Nyl-on

?mm Nylon

Usecl single fcr rock-
elinbins r abs e il:-ng, and
majcr slings (e"g. lrelays)
UsecL d.ouble f or art if ic iaI
climbing anil abse 1}ing.
Used single for tcp rcpes
in cavlng and clin:blngr
and for rnajor slings.
Used for small slings for
aiil" cnly r 0r equiprnent* .I[ay also be used.
for 7-B metrewwaistloops
and prusslck slings.
Used for very small slings
f or aict cnIy, with a sheath
Used. f or prussick slings.

5rnm Nyl.on

Cayiqg
Requirements f or caving rcpes vary frorn cliurhing ropes " \i'fhile
1oelay ropes should be thc sarne as for clir:rbiogr it is clcsirable
that for" sSingle llcpe Technicluesr ropes shculd have the : !

f ollowing cl:eLract ev"i st j-c s i
They shoulcl hrrve Ic';"i strrtgh, high strength und.er lcaor rro spin
und.er 1cad, gooC. abrasion rcsistance and, 1j-*riterL absorbtion
of viater.This -ru1cs out ropcs uscil f ,.-rr clir:bi:eg rock as these
are clc signcd f cr high strcteh ti: break falls saf e1y. In
eibselling anci prtlssieking, this stretch cnly lesicls to ernnoying
'i:ounc c , rapid. r,"brrision, anc,L f inally f ailure of thc rcpe c

.1.?apes shriuld. he cf shcated corstruction, ancl macle from Nylon
cr f erylene, sui-'bable d.iaraete; rs oeing 11-14mm. Thc best rope
ava:-].ebl e i s Eluewat er 'Iwg r &r1 lrulorican" rope e spec ii,ully
clesigned. for vertieal caving.Havrser lerid" ropes such as rnanilla
or hcmp shouldr not ilu usecl.
Eeps-si
Te,pes arc rnail.c mainly from nylon.Other materials used.-inclrrdue
t erylerle , vrhi-ch is r*orc expcnsive , ' and. polypropyle ne .0riginally
the wehhing was w(lvcn in tulcular forrs, but this is a y,ieak
me thocl, as each sid e cf the tube i*r alivays t ensioned. slightly
differently when in use, and. therefore the load will bc

colit o o .

P-rGr; THIIEITi
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Introduction to c e',v ing cquipment rpart threercontrd....
takcn by one side on3-y. Thus while high breaking strains rcsult
from straight teste, the practical stDeng"th w111 bc consid.erably
re duc ed .

Next i.ssue will be on laddere; their care and use for cavers
.l !t ll it tl rl ll !l lt !l tl il !t ii il il ri ,r lt ll ii li rl ll ti rl tt ,, tt ll rl ., !l tl rt .i ri .l ,r ll il ,l .i ., il il .t r. .. !t !l lt li tl rl ra i{ ll !l

c.6R.E Op EOPDS
I:ffi7ffiad on ropes.
2. Prevent rub points when using rope.Rope abrasion can

be fatal.
3. r.{ash rope in clean water af ter every cavi-ng trip.Grit

can F"braid your rope from inside,
4. Keep rope clear of chemicals, including batteriesroil

petrol eti. It is ir good idea to store separateJ-y from
other equipment.

5. Protect rope by carrying in a bag.
6. A rope shculcl be disearded when- a. A sub st afrmTGd. has been imposed on the rope.

b. Thc strends have become worn, furry or powalery.
c. Ihe rope has beea used for towlng.
d . If the rope has been da;taged in *ny v'ray.

If in doubt ask your sa.fety officerl
7. Store ropes in a cool dry p1ace.

BEUINMBER.
A man that wonrt use a rope

IF n;"H31+{ ?u*3',3'o",*,
Hetll probably cause delays.
If he wonr t tie a gcod knot
Then ski].led hcts not.
li{hen he climbs like a gun
Heill end up on his bun
/rnd if in time he doesnrt fa11 cff

A sHoRT sroR,..:: 
*n" encl herl1 write Y.u off'

'r the quick and the deadrt .

Very shortLy there will be a oafety d.ay to refresh ancl extend
your knowledge , in all- aspects of S.,lrl'E caving.
All ttiose not in att end.anc e, will be a.wardecl a nedal for
originallity anci hr.rmour in. the. stories given as excusesl

Your safety officer,
IJ.n.

/{HEftE /rR;t Y0Ul3 BLOCD,SI{EEI $?
VyIJ ARE TI-IINKII{G UF Sf Af Ii{G f ]{;.T NO I3I,OODSI{EET
l.{jj:iNS NO Ci.VIi'lG t'lTH T}{E CLUB.
[]IEY ARE il S rt]']lTY F jjiiTUIiE !

FAGII FOUR



/'
C.n.C.G.

\

NEViSI,ETTER September i 978

qrHLp pEI3, REPgRrq

V/ee Jasper 19.8.78_-

Attended by Jim and viekie \'[ilson., ran Brown, Jim Reid and

Reg Bament.

This vvas a last minut e deeision by a group cf pe!p}.e who.

f elt an undenia.ole urge to jrxnp cff cliff s, erawl through
ho1es, and climb tr ad-ders. '
ii;A- suppf ied copies cf Joe Jenning' s mep of the c3ive, and

we se t out tc eiplore aS much of tire ?,.TQ& as v,Ie possibly
could.fhe start wes a bit s1ow. Just as I Was about to
abseil in , I discovered my light wouldnr t work ' lifter
mueh f iddlirrs on my part , r was persr.r.aced- t o send thc
figirt dcurn to the reit of the party-, y?iting- patiently
?0 f e et below. Apparently the light bulb lvas 1o c se in
its sccketll rhere is a lesscn to be learnt therel
Jim \i{. also had troub}e with his light -, as-he- had cracked'
thc lens cf his 1\[ " S, A ' on the tri'p up f rom Canberra'He
rnanuf aetured. a ,splint out of e srnall r'rck pre ssed to the
midd-1e of the gl}.ss f ac e , and attached by a wire wrappecl
around. the whole e"$semhlY.
Ancther Iesson tc be learnt, parbicularly f'cr the L

iiii;;; (w* Bqruelu *o c*riv- spareq . but-' " " o o o o' )
Lfter thai-sffiffi:we were sorry to discover that the
skeleton r caretakert ,Ro I.P. e had' been-,run4apptl{
di smernbere d . rt i s c omfiion knowr ed"ge tlat Puneh Bor,'r.r1 has
suf f ered i -"iiniy f rcm the eff ect s of hundrecls of 1ittle
draiJi-"*i"s the" c&ve as a. 'training rounc" ' over the
years , But iI is beyond- reason v,'hy pecple must ne edle ssl-y
hcstrcyI and leave thelr gar$age to.'ehinil them'
yue vlerc hcrrif ied at the new c,.amage that had been done,
and. the e.mount of litter spread throughout,the eave' ''

The litter consisteC cf a beer c8rl}, 1c}ly wrappers' film
peper ano flash eubes.

places mentioned on the map, anrl f inally surrive C.. at
loxins charnb.cr some thrc e hiruv-'c lat er . 'if e returned via
strawberry shortcut anil were suprired. tc see a lcne bat
ctinglng t c the ro of , i*?i as you e cine d.own f ror'i the
sh,-.ricut onto the mezzinlne urZa. It was cnly about en

&rm, s length ewayr so l,ve carefully waited' until all the
group ****'p"e s-eni , tef or* w'e 1o oked- at it on low hearn '
fhe ba-r rnrirs shakin;-a;ii" violently, bL,.t stayec. put until

vre haC. Ief t the a,TQ& o

ij\, e hacr previcusllr noi ic ecl thc laclr of bat s in f ar chamber .
.llverr t]re sme]l was quite r oldr , compared tc previeus
times. Jim vv. and" ran, who had" clirobed. rroxins fuall ealier,
had. **po"-u *.t f ind.ing' a d.eacl bat , fungus encrust ed-, at the
[op " ,r]art f roiu tho[e twc bat s , u/e d-idne t se e or hear
any cthers.

cont./,o,

F;,-GI] irIVE
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!' r ql g-, T rrp- -Sep 
p q!.s ",9::$i. I,cI

Otlr.cr cave I lif e r that ws notic ed were rnyrie,d"s of d.ead.
Harve stmen spid,ers . Vfebs were f r:und. in" rno st &ree,$ of the
cav.e , hut th-ey only contai-ned. clust and the,:C'.ci. small- moth
vfe pondered what might have eaused this apparently general
r insectccicler.
'ut'e a.lso sav\r. a cave cricket. Vfhile it wasnr t eompletly
colourless, it certainl}r had. clongateC, f eelers, ancl relied.
totally upi)Ir them to sense its environment.After a . r
tentative exploration of a warm finger placecl in its path
it mad e a hasty exit.
Reg also acLd"ed. to tkrc general exc it ement cf the day, by
dropping hi s knapsack, v'rith jumars , rope , enil crabs
contained. there inrd"own & l*rge ho1e. this was just after
I.ocking at tl:ie bnt on the mez,zenine level . \{e thought that
this hole must havc be en part of the ccrngor:r so lan and.
Jim vv. set up a rope arouncl a hand.y eolurnn, and Jim
abs e iI ec1 d.oum ,
'fGuess what?tt, he eried in a.,stonishment and glee.
ntThe::e j-s e. whrle new system dowrr here l'l
Imagine hi s embaru ii slll€rrtand. cli snppo intment whe n r oo
further investigation, tre cliscoverecl that he hacl in faet
gone through the r contrcl hole ? , and. v,/as in the rlid.d,le
of' the Ba11rpoffi o

0h well llive and learnl
iif t er that r we exit ed the cave via the lad c1er, quickly
and saf ely.lflarg Beid had e f ire and a bfl'ly ready f or

us when we amivecl back at tyre cers, and. we enjcyed. a
late Juneh at about 4,30 porrro o

Next trip to Wee Jasper w111 be in Deeember, and its prime
purpose will to be elean up the litter.

VICKIE
, il lrl il il i{'ri ll il r{ le tl il !l'.f 'ri ;l tt '.9 [C $l t0l] el tt ii ?g 81 lii :l it

0rrrgs 4gc$:Nt FIFI, rRqFE

lYee Jasper; July - A'btended by C. f . C.G.members i-rcC, Phi}J- Bowers, lleg Bainent, Graeme Cashion
Iilicheal Cashicn, Phillip Cashlon, Sand.y Fri stad,
Bussel Dempsey
and visltors Rlcharcl, Hugh a,ncL Jenny Bov,rers rPhill.Looked at GongrDip, ancl had" & session abseiling in

Devil t s PunchbSY*; 
rr Er !e * ri *ir !*r* r*r*rr !r * il ir il rr ** i? ir * i0 r! 8r

CIeefd.en; September Attend.ecl by. .fteg Bament, Judy Bament,
ffi-EfiA Geoff Barnent rPhillip Bowers, Sar:dy l+ristarl,
Russell Demp$ey ( all the rffay fronn Darwin ) rBopert Douglas,
Jim ReiC.e Mh,rgl.ret Reid. and. Bruee n6ia ,Jim' uJilson,
Vickie Vfllson, and. Ian Brcv,m"o
Helped by Chris ancl ir,ndre from thc O.S,S,(thanks very rnuch)
Irookecl at fransmission, lfiain $turder, and Boondarco o

;ind had. a grgat time generally.
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PE"ltSrlt{fil [iirIAi[ $ rnrrM.

N{}4ti: i',iLli:r'iani*}., * t q. ,. }, n r r r r., r ,. + ..... ,., r i o. r. r

( f hr i s? i en ld*rr'r *; lr

( l'r*l*errerj l{irme 1

r l a t ta r l ( l, f n { n { i ae, I t I t a l i a

$I}i]i?F-lis:

PfffiT {:*ffi }.*r,,

DAIT' NT BIITTIi:

it-L[PFUNli: (ilerrrr..l, . ., o . o . i, .,, ii,i$:'fr] . " n ., i . . t ti, i i

NI.XI {if Kfill . r,. ., t...}rr., q.. r, r ri?r^. r . ,,...* r..,..

Atrllll[ 55 !

l1!liU"i*l, --rJ *,.i-f i": r'

ur:uicient ()rr,L."'ryul!)rutJ-$!,

Fo yott st;i'fer: l'rr:nr an), clhj:nrilr dire,nr'lr.. *r rj:r;rli.i.l i

s + g. ( [p j .l r:r;-.1;" , L', i. r'rl:r] Lr,:t; , lii qt' R"i.rl$rj i,rr$*,t trrr i.,i..r. -

l.t,?

D[:'rA]l_5:

Dc you sul"f'er:'

Do ycti [re,r:(i t..:

ili*r.lstrr,rplrnhja or f il;rl' erf

ili"l.). iiipdi.r-t irf i rft:lt j ] ili.. I r,,'i

f'.rutn_

i"akr.r

t:i' .' r:i ; i :i nt"c?

I}TTAI[ 5:

Dn you havr.fiity alIer:gi*r'1*.g. to !:'t:n.ir;ll.Lr:)i

i,.fho j s Your i4rrr.i i i:*J ['r ,.rr: i .i.r: j nrtei4

t i3^dCress:

lt{haL is ynur i:j,*trd r3roup'I a a ai a c !. a a i a a a a a t r a a ra

"irr {i['i:ri-. nf
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J ftere&q eorrc to orSsr1 t,hc r{lies af tlie fapitai lerr.Etsrrt Cat'inc

G.rcurp a.s cutJined -rn the cffje.ral Canst,ituti*n, f aJsc eeatiflt
tf\at t,irff rleta-f Js rjy*n in t,l-rs ap,Br-deat:en E.rr:: true and cc:ragct.
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