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or: the roeekerd of t}e 19th qnd 20th of l,iay, Judith Batennn and Phillip
TccfiFr of Caving Equitrxrent ill Sydnqr' carE t Canlcerra to giye a display and

denpnstratic,n of the best of the currently available gear and the npst popular
techniques of using Single Rope Tectu:ique (S.R.T.)

The firs': ;:ssion, cn Saturday plight, included a description of the basic
gear a4d technigr:es, with a special enphasis on the evolution and develofrrent of
S.R.T. irr caving. Itrese were illust:rated by excelJ.e-nt colour slides and
diagra.np. lte descriptions by Judy and Phil1 and the discussion afterwards
brought'nany interesting points to l-ight. This was foIIcxred by slides of the
successful ard spectacular 1978 Atea lGrada E>.pedition to the highlands of papua
New Guinea, and the i.rlcredi-ble British "Ho1e in the l,Ial1n ru<pedition.

The Sunday session was held at tJre
climbing waII in the A.I,].U. Glrrnnasiurn.
This started with basic knots used in

S.R.T" i the double figure eiqht, the
alpine butterf Iy, and the doubl-e
f ishermans , followed up with simpler,
then more complex ascending systerns.
Every person attending was encouraged
to trlr each system for tLremselves, to
conpare thei:: various rrerits "

The basic points that came throuqh
frcrn the derronstration were that each
system will !,rork a fi-ttle differently
for each personr so there is no set
" correct" techn j-cnre , ancl tJrat each
harness/ascender rig rnust be assenbled,
adjusted, and fine-tuned for the
particular person thoat is to use it.
Each nember rust assernbl-e his or her CI,\n
kit of gea::, set for their oval physical
size and r:equirerrents / and beconre
thoroughly farniliar with its use.
M.embers must realise their obliqation to
other nembers of the cl-ub to attain the
highest Fnssible tecturical standards
that they can r to inake trips involving
ascent and descent as fast, safe and
enjoyable as poss"ibJ-e.

Ito Judy and PhilLr go ollr deepest thanks and gratitude for coning so far out
of their way to pxesenq this derpnstration. f feel that their efforts are going
a long way tcr,aids nalntaining the o<crelIent safety record that caving enjoys in
this country , and I look fomard to thier ne:ct visj-t, to be held at lEe Jasper
early in December.

CHRIS NICH0LLS, SaFety 0fficer.CTCG
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DE:UA AND I"BPEE.LN:A MTTOI{AL PAR]S
I^DryII{ lIlE 1IIIRIEFIN ]EAR I,E.II

Ttte Minister for planning and Environnent's 22 February announce[Ent of theestabristfient of two adjacent rntional pa.rks in the southern ooastal ranges was
the best news conservatLonists in this itate hwe had for alonq tjme. trrith atotal area of 155 000 hectares, thetwo parks areexceedecl in totar area by
Fosciusko and Sturt. Naticnal parks.

The t\4o parks are also particularly sigrnificant because:l.lcst of theDeua and Brogo wiLderness areas as defined by Ilelman in 'I,trildernessin Australia' are incLuded.

$re utrole of ttre Brogo River catchnent is incruded il, I,Iadbi1liga. rhis is byfar tlle largest ccrplete ri-ver catclurent to harre been included-in any nationalpark in the state, and perhaps the 1ar. gest pristine catchrTF.nt ieti'.
ltrey include a wide raage of vegetation t)pes and sp.ecies whictr arecln-racteristic of ttre region. There are large areas of open forest and hrcodlaftl,ar{ heltls. Ttre s:liary)s and strips of terperate rainforest are ec.-ual1y
significant.

rhig is a spectacular area of rugged nor:ntair ranges and dissected plateauxtall eucalyptus forests and windswept open heaths. oree of its best kncn^,r-r
features .is Tuross Fa11s with its free drop of thirty-firze nEtres into a l-onq
laEow. gprge in jointed granite. Another is the rdrarkahLe 

"in.tv-"i"-""irEdeep Big lio1e, aIT)arently the result of t].e collapse of an r:ndercrroirnd. cavesystsn. rhe sanB linestone strata is responsiJcre for the nearby Marbre Arch artdthe lg'anbene ard Bendethera Caves.

Dedicaticn of the pa.rks was not uon easily. The story started in 1966 r.rrhen ]rlP A
sent tfie then I{inister for Lands (l,lr revds ) a proposal for Deua-T\:ross National
l?+ in the large tract of vacant Crcrm land between Braid\"/ood aftl Bega. TheItinister i.nstructed tie National parks and wildrife service to investiqate andreport cn Uee proposal.

h the years that fo11ored. the ccncept of the park was extended to inclucle
Brogo River catct[rEnt to the south, and hence became knqrryr as the
Dela-Turo$s-Brogo proposal.

As fipre tire pa.ssed nr)st of the problerns were solved includinq agreenrent withtl\e Forestry Ccnnrission. Ho,,iever, one problern renained - ttre intiticssurrornding the future of the proposed east-west through road ufiich wcn:ld bisect
the park near Belotrra. The ultinate resul-t was the creation of tv,o parks
jnstead of one, separated by a guite uru:ecessarily wicr.e gap. Itven afler
agreenEnt appeared to have bqen reaclred, dedication was a long tjjne comirrg.
Srrccessirae nrinisters prcnLised quick results, but it r,\,as not r:ntit l,rr f,anaa

C.T.C.G. I\C;;JI,ETTER
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assured responsibility that effective action \,ras tnken.

Proper plannjng of natrral reser'./es dernands selectj-crr of boundaries which follcvr
the ridges wtrictr form watersheds, so that ccrrplete river basjls are enclosed.
cood featrres of the final boundaries are the inclusion of the Brogo Riber,
Nelson Creek and llr]st of the wadbilliga River catchlents.

The vrorst featr:re is the exch:sicn of npst of the Tuross catcrfient. TLre river
rises in alienated 1and, then forrns ttre l,7adbi11iga National Park boundary.
Mrrch of the contignrous land is in Badja State Forest \,v'tlere future logging
practice will determine \^rhat deterioration in landscape and hcr\^/ much siltation
w:itl occr:r. A najor tributarlz of the Tuross, hbila Creek, rises in Deua
National Park but then runs through alienated land before joining the Tuross on
tlle bor:ndarlz of hladbilliga Nationa Park.

Another r:ndesirable aslEct of the bor:ndaries is the separation of the sna1I pa.rt.
of Deua containing tJ:e Big l1cle. It is to be hoped that the intervening land
witl be added to the pa.rk irt due course.

Access to mlch of Wadbilliga is difficult. Hcffever, the western sid.e of Der:r
nay be reached frcrn the Cocrm-Brai&vood road anal in the ea-st another su11er
road follorvs t}Ie Deua River several kilcnetres into the park.

n: annor:ncing the parks, I"lr Landa prcrnised tlnt draft managere"nt plans would be
crr display b1. early 1980, and that an Mvisory Ccrtmdttee u'ilI be estal:lished to
help the service draw up these plans. FIe also psphasised crcnsultation with
1ocal residents.

The Service is negotiating with the Forestrey Ccrntission for construction of an
all-weat?rer gravel access road to Tuross Falls throuqh Badja State Forest. A
picnic and calrping area uould then be established near the Fal1s.

otlrer devloprents uider consideration are:

Picrrj-c and cary)ing areas at Wadbilliga Crossing in Wadbilliqa National Park.
A picnic area on the Shoalhaven River in the Berl,ang secticn of Deua l.Iational

Ca@ing areas on ttre Deua. River.

- **************************************

BPUTSER PCr - (2/4/79)

TROG,O>€NES* : Ian Brova:, Bill Dobie, Dawn Martin, Greg lt/Tartil ,
Dave l4orrison.

Situated about 30 netres abover and to the north of the exit from the
self-guiding cave at Yarrangobilll', Bruiser Pot is a classic exanpl.e of an
unst:b1e, yet jnteresting, cave systern where caution and a helnret with a good

chin strap is essential.
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ffe cave appears to have been sreated by tJ:e collapse of the upper ridge oftte lirestcne clj-ffs. TLre huge sliibs of hrrestone thrcr,m together by- iJ:e
@11apse no$/ constitutes one ryq1l of the rnain chanrber.

Entry jnto the Pot is via an 18 netre ladder pitch with the able I4r. Ian
(Dr. Friction) Broor assuning the role of the belayer ? extraordinaire.

And now the first note of, warning. At the entrance there is a deceptirrely
placgr chocl storre which at first glance r4ou1d seem to be a perfect ladder
attachgqrt ppjnt. mf,ABFl.. Ttds is not as stable as it appears and it is
recolnrEnded that it not be used.

T5rsrcaa, the traces shoul<l be attached to the large rcick t! the left of the
entrance pitch, facing the cfiff waIl. The ladder descert recruires that you
climb do,vn to a ledge about 4 nEtres frcrn the belay point, and then ctimb do,vn
t]rc "back' of the ladder to the fl-oor. Care has to be taken that the hreJ.ay rolr
does not'beccme trapped betueen ttre ladder and the wa11, and it is necessary to
apply a rope protector at that point vfrere you nDve to the other side of the
ladder.

the ledge is stretln with loose roci<s of varyin5J sizes, and these tend to be
dislodged by tJ:e ladderers, causing scne consternatiqr arong those waiting in
t}re chamber beloA/. By the tire fan (cn self-belay) entered the ctramber the rest
of the p+rty had rmnaged to find thernselrzes suitable alcoves r+trich aff-orded
protection from the falling debris.

llavmg sucessfully sidestepped m)st of the "fall-ing s].y,'\,,re made our way
dcrum the sloping mud and rubble floor of the nrain haII into a delicrhtful betly
passage, this degenerates into a golavel clroke after a very interesaing crawl of
about 30 rEtres through a rock pile held together (?) by a gravel{ud
scngl-cnerate. Dawn of course, lwed every rninute of this section.

As for the "pretties" the "clif,f" waII of the nrain chanrber was 1i-beratfy
caated with rscr(e very attractive fJ"<lvstone, and rEny of the lirr stone slabs were
qnderfaced wittr extensive noorunilk deposits. As we}1, sclrE of the srEl1
IEsseges in the rock pile were with small shawls.

ne all, the trip took tr^,o houlss I with at le4st one hor:r devoted to srtrlz
ard exit.

fr"ovid5-ng care is taken with:
(a) thre selestion of the belay or abseil achoraqe point
(b) Ttrel positioning of tfte rope protectors
k) 4re.lnstanility of the entrance pitctr is appreci.atecl,

BruiFer'Pot is definitefy hlorth a visit - with ttre permissi_on of the Ranger of
courqe (tlre cave entrance ii in view of the Ranger Stalion. )

I TEoglo).enes are anirq4lp (R Derpsey and R BarEnt p1ea6e note) that
occasiorrally enter a cave,' but are not pernranent resideits - see ,,Cavinq
Terrninology'i b11 the aforenentione<l Reg BarErlL J.n the June, J.978, issr:e of the
C.T.C.G. Nq/rsletter.
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YARRANMB U,T,Y METEOROICGY PRCUECT

Orre of the difficulties in determining and investioating the ecolocry of a
karst area is gathering accurate detail-s of
the elimate of the area.

Ct]RRE}ilI }IETTIODS
Itlany attenpts have been nrade to obtain reliahle regular inforrnation from inside
and outside caves by conventional- rreans" These rreans are:-

(1) By available chart paper recording devices
(2) By rnanually recorded information "Both of the above have advantages and disadvantages:

(1) Manual nethods are not ldentical each tjrne a measure:rent is taken; the
environnent is infl-uenced by the lreasurer (eg the effect of body heat on
tenperature neasr:red) "

(2) Chart recorders are prone to nechanical failure in a high hr-unidity
environnent; Papers are subjected to dampness etc; frrfornatj-on recordecl has to
be interpreted from the chart

(3) Vrlhilst a chart recorder can obtain a continuous rneasure-rnent, gathered
inforrnation is usually infreguent and irregular (but easy to obtain) .

CTCG has jnitiated a project to provide inforrnartion from caves that
fulfill the following criteria:

(1) Acurate readings to "5%(2) Regular readings eg hourly "(3) Data to be storbd in a useful- form .
(4) Little mechanicaj- dependence.
(5) Long iife.
(6) Portabillty by one person"
(7) I'io affect on the neasured environnent,
(B) It&asurenents of differing types to be used simultaneously.
(9) To neasure daily as well as arurual variations of clinate.

DETERMII'IATIOI'I OF lrIH SYSTEM"

Sone thought went into what can be done. It was decided to foll-ow the
steps as belolv:

( 1) Obtain a prerrnit from National Parks and In7ildlife to conduct
orperinents in tJ:le Yarrangobilly caving area"
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(2) Select a suitable Tourist Cave.
(3) Take rnonthly rnanilal measr:rerrents of tefi'trErature and hr5niclity and soil

tery)erature for a period of not less than one year to obtain a [ean.
., (4) Design an electronic r'reasuring sysG_m with a forrn of nass storage

that w-ilI provide data fo fr:rtfrer processing outside the cave.(5) Desigrn a processor ttnt will supply the data in a fornrat that will- be
useful to the end.user. ie. printed pa.gre - magnetic tape etc.(q) Desigm a ps/ier source that will arable r:ninterrupted nonito::ing for: aperiod of not fess than cne rDnth.

(7) Take reasurerent at feast hor:rIy for seven years. (g) Be
in*pensivre . .

FEAL IZATrcN OF TIIE SYSIEM.

Firstly the permit was obtained by Ian Rrcxdn and a suitable cave was
selected after consultation with the Senior Rangers.

MeasurenEnts by manual ueans harae connenced wtrile the instrunEnt for
fuside the cave has been designed and constructed.

The instrurent Gcnsists of sensor devices wlrich feed relevent inforrnation
to a control nricrrcprocessors wtrich in turn stores the data on mass storaqe.
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ttre Mass storage device is exchanged and Uren transported
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@NFIGURATION"
the ueasr.rring instnnrent is capable of reasuring eight analogue inputs and

eight digital inputs everlz 1000 rn-illiseconds ( nore likeIy set to one hourly
rates). CrErently the nass storage is a casette tape wtrictr can be replaced
easily. The contu:oI rmit is an M6802 raicoprocessor with 256 Bytes of Pel4 and
IK of RCM. Dependilg or the prograned rate, after neasursnents have been taken
the processed, sensors and nass storage will turn off , leaving only a sra1l 1or,z

poaered control nodule keeping track of the tj.ne interval so as to conserve
trDr,er. At the reguired tine poorer is reapplied and [Easl]rerslts are taken.

CON(LUSICN"

This project is anrbitious for the club, but if proved successful wiU-
enable large guantities of accurate data to be provi-ded. as a base to further
work jn the a.rea of cave ecologY.

PlITr,T, BC{,$FS

*** ** * :lr***** *** *r(* *** *** ** * *

C.

A ']ENOIAN JUNE.

TROGIO)GNES: Roblm Brctum, Ed Hodgson, Dar,/n }rartin, Greq }{arEin, (hris
Nichols, Jln Reid, Margaret Reid, C,eoff SIrLith (aII C.T-C-G.), Judith

Baternan? Tim Daniels, Janet ryan, Phillip Toc[rEr, and Rruc'e V''alsh and
his spider cave troupe. (a11 S.U.S.S.)

You real1y have only two choices. Those of you u*ro prefer the " ribhcrn of
highway' ray go through Yass, Ccturra and Bathurst, spendi.ng five hours on the
roia. those of you wtto don't onn a V.$I., or similar non-vehicle, will prcbably
prefer the tlrree hor:r dirt-bitrnren route through C.ouburn and Taralga. Either
wdy, your destjnation is going to nake you wish you lived much closer.

Itre Jenolan Carres lfurestcne area is divide<l into three rnain lirestone
outeops - the southern lirrestone (tourist caves), the eastern lirestone
(largely une><plored) , and tLre norLhern ljnestone. (1) It vras this latter
optciop that we visited dr:ring the Jr..u-re long r.leekend, in res;nnse to invitations
fron Judy Baternan ard Phil Tborer, both rericers of S.U.S.S-

lIrui.".rt

]

I
I
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Caving at Jenolan is only by permit, and these permits are usually
restricted to those cl:lcs whidr have extensive .fenolan oq:erience

The northern lijrEstone is approxirnately 8 kiloYetres long, 300 nEtres deep,
and has 186 tagged caves, ranging in length frcm I netre (vrcnbatts latrine) to
3.5 lirrs. (I4anmDth cave). During crur stny we vi.sited I\4amIDtI Cave(2). Iribllrd.s
Iake Cave, and scrrE of ttre Tourist caves in the southern ljnestcne.

Iogistics are rTrade easy in that speleo calrping is permitted at l4antroth
F1at, a drirre-in canping area located about 100 IIEtres frcm the entrance to
I,lamroth cave. Apart frcrn its excellert arrchair caving 1rcations, Iqan[Dth flat
also jrcludes a water tark, a tap, and the occasional lyre bird.

Ir1cst of the C.T.C.G. contingent arrived early on Saturday t.orning, having
been "advised" by our Sydney contacts that the Sydney trogs lroul-d he "definitely
underEround'! by 9 a.m. "urder sheets" was a nore appropriate description. After
muctr cajoLing, \,\e here 1ed (nq, nose is stil1 suffering) t4> the cree]< (.renolan)
bD/ I\bssers (reaI nessers, tl1is pair) Bateman and Tocr€r at 2.p.m.

Follcr^/ing ttris brief reconnoitre \,,,e returned to the canpsite to the
canpfire for Ure first night of gluhwile and pancakes.

At scrne strange hour diiring tllat same night the miqhty Bro\rn
finally roared irr fron the south. Jenolan caving had entered a new era.

l,lAIvS4OI'H CAVE :

IRGIO>ENES - R&yn Brown, Ed Hodgson, Dawn l,rarbin, Gleg Martjn,
Ctrris Nictro16, Jjm Reid, Margaret Reid, C€off Snit}I (a11 C.T.C.G.)' Judith BaterEn-, Tim Daniels, Janet Ryan, Phillip Tooner (a11
s.u.s.s.).

Apart from familiarization , the nrain cbject of our visit to l,lamlpth was to
altovr Phillip and Judy to detenrLine the prospects of carrying Ian lewis's diving
gear to rcPrcK lake and SLUG lake. Unfortunately tran wasn't able to take part
il tlre weekend and so we rnissed or:r fitst "cave diving" trip.

Entry i.nt *lamrpth was via a 1cru, 1 fietre ]-ong, squeeze whi"ch was gated,
and led iJlto a large daylight chanrber. (upfer entrance to y.annoth via a 15 retre
pitch) .

after finding the farpus "jug-hard1e", we climbed dctun ttrouqh ttre rockpile
at ttre bottom of this chamber and carne out at the rr " which was
negotiated either by freeclimbing or detouring do\^/n a very tight crawl through a
futher rockpile.

Our next port of call was Icepick Lake vf,rich was chinneyecl b,1z Ed
(Super-Fly) Hodgson who, by his Jenolan efforts, must no\,r be considered
C.T.C.G. ' s reigning rock-clin'ilcinq champion.

The lake is approxinately I netres cleeprwalled in l:y scrre very slippery
lirrestone.
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Having alloved Ed to play his little ganes, we noved furt}er dcrvn the
ptrreatic passage to tl1e looer river where Orris, Ed, Geoff, Phil and Jim
displayed their stream straddling tectrrigues as they ccntinued throuqh to Slug
Lake. Unfortunately for ,Im his streanFstraddling lo.st its " straddle" and he
left lual[rDttr a little \retter than ttre rernailder of the party.

trlaking our way back to the entrance rve detoured into the very pretty Oalite
Gnrber with its red flctu stone and filely forned " cave pear1s". this chamber
has a narked pa.th, and ca-re m.Et be taken that no deviation from this path is
attenpted.

Before exiting the cave, Phillip took Ed ancl I into the Railway T.unnel,
al-Iorred r:s a few niautes to take in the dirrensions of this see.rn-ing1y endless
passage, and tlren 1ed us, craving for nore of the rniqhty lr{arnnottr, back to the
daylight chambr.

I haven't atterpted to go into great detail with this trip report as I
r,rcuId hope that you nLight be able to read this in conjunction with John
DLn'rk1ey's excellent laarnpth Cave book - this book being the definitive
collecEion of }4arcrpth Carze rnaps.

W]BURDS IAXE CA\E :

TMLO)GNES: Ed Hogdson, Darvn l4artin, Greg lulartin, Ceris ltlicltols,
Judith Batenan, Tim Daniels, Janet Ryan, Phillip Tocmer.

Ibrday norning fornd us walking do/nn Mcl€c,$rinrs Valley to Rcr.{e Fl-at and
Wiburds Bluff, a distance of two kilcnetres frcm tlre Manwroth Flat canping area.
During the walk Phillip and Judy pointed out varior:s cave entran@s ard r',e

acquailted ourselves with many features of the valley by climbj.ng up, o\ler and
around as rnany of the lirestone outcrops as possible.

wj-burds Lake Carze lies u'rder Wiburds Bluff, and has ttrree entrances, with
t]re J58 entrance being. the rost accessible, and the one used by our party. uTtle

cave is developed cn tllree nnin ]evels, and when Presert the interrdttent lake
ft@ds two of tllese". Fortunately, due to the drlz conditions, the rake had
subsided ccnpleteiy and we vlere able to perei.rate the various levels.

A nrain feature of this cave is the large passages with sand floors and
nurerous mud banks, suitably }.rlcricated for et hra traction.

Frcrn the entrance we walked do^/n a steep ruLble slope, sgueezed do,zn under
a large boulder, and entered the lake ctranber with its nrud-sand floor. Our
giuides then took us dq^7n to the Yawning Gulch area where tlle broad passage
degenerated frcm a series of mud enrlcanlgrents to a tricky rmrd clinb clcvm into the
next teve1. The grots were begiming to feel at hcne.

tlakiJlg or:r way back to the lake chanber, vre walked dcnm tlte Dyke passage,
wtrictr is quite 1arge, and features a nurber of mud barks to be negotiated.
Mter about 100 retres of "s1ip slidin away", urc arrived at the Avengins Ave!'I
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area ulhere thre parr;y split -up - sorrE clj:nleing up and over the huge sand-mud

bank, while others .tt*pt"d to negotiate tJ,e north west passage- A bloody

ripper. Narrcx,v-prrreatic.lrre= &istiig and turSinql IITIaIIy coated wit;r fine

mud * no""i"'gr-gioaning section of pure speleo delight'

As we had a return-to*canberra trip ahead of usr we had to cut short our

tliburd frolics and return to carq>"

AfLer trrree days of beautiful surroundings, f ine gl-uhvrine, sorT* great

caving, and the prospect of ?cm9 y.try excitj-nfi ruture trips , v7e left for hone

feeling as through we f,iA just had a long weekenC veq/ well spent'

NCIES:

2: The northern }inestone editecl by B.R. Illelsh.

Malrunoth Cave,

on cave divinq

1. The caves of Jenolan
s.u.s.s. 1976.

2. Dunl<ley,
Jenolan S.R.C.

J.R. "The Exploration and speleologeography of
LlD \972.

3 . See "Caving International" No. 3 for Tan Lewis ' s articl-e
r::rder the Nullabor.

### ###### ####### ### # ### # +# ##### #

JE}]OLAI\,I TO YARRAI{COBILLY -- A CAVNS FPIC.

As the result of a I'Dntrrental effolit by t\ro rnerrbers of CIIG, the o1d ml&h that
Exit Ca!,e, Tasrnnj.a, is the longest cave in Australia, has finally and

convincingiy been e><ploded. n1 l^fiat r'$st gc, down in Australj.an Spel-eo1-ogical
historv is- an a1l-ti::re epic in subterranean endeavoru, the j ncredj bl.e jorrrney
gndertiken by rrerrrbers nussel-I (the Arnpit) DI:IPSY. and F.eg (t-1.e.Froo) PAt'l"I:I,
intj""t".Vi"i fror llarrnrt-]r Cave, Jenolan, to Jersy cave, Ya-rrangooilly ' has

:rt"iers"a tlre- distance by an anazing 430 miles'

The preparalion for tlle trip was not, as raould l:e expected, particularly

thorough. lhe oliginal purpose for the visit was to prove the link between the

tir,er River, Malrroth, and the la]<e in the tourist cave, trq)eriaL. Already
proved by dye tracing, all that renained was to dive the river and fo1lot^/ it to
ifre UkL, "- di=t .,.u-of about 1400 netres. Traininq for the trip had consisted
of the ususal diet of green or gold vitardn pills, according to taste, plenty of
vitamin c in a grape juice base, and extensive practice in tj.qht sections,
perfecting tle 6reath- holding technicrues essential in su.np divinq. (Anyone
'fo1lc,ing- t1e Darps into a light section soon learns all about holding his
breath) . 

-rquipnqli vqs ninirral-. 1x 1Q0 foot roIE, ald 9!t section of ladder 't"-b. ;"d' ii.t ttr. trip to the lcerer river, and de-rigged as we r"rent, as it was
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to be a one lray trip. ltre trip started at 12 midrlay, thr:::sday, JLme seve-n,
hcnrever ro-one, in their wildest dreams, cc[Id have irnaqined l'rhat was to foIIotz.

It began in fairly norrlal fashion, the river was reached in cn:ick tirner and.

the intrepid explorers, burstinst with enthusiasll and last nicrhts sates, ju.ped
in. Inuediately the lack of prepa.ration and study shorved. The ::irrer was about
eight feet deep and flcvrinq at about 12 knots. Inith hardly enouqh tirne for a
terrified screan, let alone a deep breath, tle river sa'7ept us away. r:nder a '
rocl<, and illto the water bLackness beyond. Our boclies were hurled along at
incredi-bIe speecl. I^lith h:ngs br:rstina vle cIar,rcd our way upoards, only to be net
by Linestone, worn srooth by tine and the countless gallons of water tlnt had
flcmed ttrrough. Tirre and tine again we tried, untj 1 at 1ast, when all seered
l-ost, a final, desperate, scrarrbling sruim found us in air, and breathing with
greri gasps ,e sucked jrnrense volures of air into our lunqs, and. shone our
lights aror:nd us. lihat an arnazinq sight. A 1ake, stretching as far as our eyes
and lights could penetrat-e, 1ay around us. This must sr:reIy be the legendary
l-ost lalce reported by tlnt doyen of cave quides, J.I'7II,BL1RD, around the turn of
t]le centurlz. congtratulating ourselves, \,ie began to s,rirn in what we holrd was
the right direction to take us to the edge aId a prssible \ray out. The river
had a different idea, however, and we soon reafised that our effort was
r"/asted...... We \4ere forced to float on or:r backs and see wtrere the river would
take us.

After about half an hour r^e becare aware of two thinqs. Firstly, a du1I
roar in the distance. Secondly, a faint glinrner: of light on our far riqht. the
water see[red to be carrying us tci^,ard.s both, and we began to swim tcftn/ards the
Iight. TLrc noj-se grew louder, tiIl finally, with a terrible shock, we realised
it was a gigantic waterfall. In desperation we doubled our efforh, and struck
out grimly to^,ards the liqhts, orr cnly hcpe of salvation. I^Te saw that it was
tlre southern section of the lake in lrperial, and could even see tourists
reflected in the water. Al-1 was in vain. Ttre river had us in its grip, and
ckagged us further away frcrn the light, and or.:r only hope. I^tith a fina)",
defiant scream of abuse at a ciqarette soking tourist, rire vrere s1^7ept awav fro!
the light, fl:ng over the edce, and downwards.

Surprisingly ttre waterfall pitch was not verEical. fn a series of short
drops the river lovJered us rapidly, but without undue pa.in, several hundred
feet, rartil lerre11ing out illto a fast flcn"drq river once aqain. I,Ie strugqfed to
the edge, and clarnbered ashore, collapsing with exhaustion. Af.ter a short rest,
r.,e cqrsidered our position. !,7.e could not go bacl<, the return srrim up the
waterfall, in our present condition, would have been too clifficult, and besides,
there was no guarantee that the river wouldnrt wash us back over the edge agail.
the drly solution was to go on, and hofJe that eventually lrc would find scne way
out. I4le got to our feet and set off, nnk-ing the hest possible use of our light,
and alternately walking and swinming, began to folloaz the river do,rnwards into
I'lrttrer Earth. the next 48 hours wtrolly justified that decision. TinE see[ed to
stand still as lte travelled, ar.,estruck b1z the rnagnitude, the splend,our of it
all. Cavern after enomnus cavern, each nrrre beautiful, more inspirinq than the
1ast. Eulger and fear forgotten, r,rze rarvrelled at the ofilplexity of rnother .

karst. Great cascading fIc&/stqres, sone over 300 feet in height, 40 foot
straws, stalagmites to make even the grreat rhan look pr-rry, hel icitites clustered
everlar*rere 1j.ke giant ctrandeliers, and everlzthing glistering white, pure and
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qrsuUied by hurne.fr or eve: bolz*scrqrt hand. Mile after fiaqniflcent rniJ-e, antl
always, the river, thundering beside us, leading us, showino the way out.

we noticed as we tra\,eLred that sirhll tributary streams occasionarly joined thenain river. It becane obvious that scrre of these cane frcrn " gre.l 6epth, astie water was veiry warm. With each passing rni1e, these sratl strearns grew
increasingly larger arrd hotter, 'ti11 it becane clifficult to see in the steam.O:r skin grev,/ and pu.ckered, wrinkled and v*rite, like distrwasher ' s hands . !fr-1d
banks bubbled with heat, and the foul stench of sulphr.rr firled the air. Ftre camete' yet another dead end and rebigrned ourserves to s,r^7i-rrmino in wa.ter nearly at
boiling point. rle entered the water, and becarre aware of i great sucEion,
tcMrards the rcck face, like a syphon; drawinq us r:nder. Iiith no alternative butto go witl1 it, rde each tgok a deep breatr of sulphur ctroked air, and ccrmitted
or:rselves to v,hat ever 1ay before us. We pa.ssed under the rock, and. a}rc,st
irrarediat6ly felt our bodies begin to rise, with ever increFsing spe.ed, into alarge tube. the heat of the water was alnost unlcearable, but-wi-th each passino
rnsrent seefied to grcr,l c@Ier. Lrpnrards \,re rose, kicking r^rilh our iuet- i" fr.fptte water, despgralg.1y trying t9 reach the end. Ebrs:1xrppinr,, Iunqs at nurstingpoint, ve errptetl, like gaint coiks, into a gnall pool tne- scrarnbl ed to the
chinks of light, cJ"awi n<; with our hands, trlzing 6 find a w"y oot, I,Ie couldnct. The light taunted us, l'Dsked our \rery efforts, but the rocks h.eld firm.
. rt is inpossihle to describe the fee1ing1s of misery that $,ept over. us. To
ha!'e - travelted so far, to have done ancl seen so rn:ch, an<l to be !o close tofreedcrn, yet r:nahIe to travel that last fer", feet, brought tears of frustrated
rage to our eyes. Filthy dirLy, h*gry, e.yes red rinrned with exhaustion, we sat
side by side, sharing the 1ast. rembining glirrner of. lioht, we <lecicleri to'spend
9yr _ 

last renaining hours of light e;<ploring the chamber that woul d probabiy be
the last crne vle would see. we began to cIi:nb up and around the char.rbir, and
:tr+d !o foJ-Icw a snalI lead in the top left corner. rt $rent on, so we
follou'redr; with nothing to tose. TLre pa.ssage grew srnaller ancl tio.hier, tiu r,Je
found ouiselveq clawlnS ori hands and knees. The light afurost gone, we stoppedto rest. Suddenly voe could hear nnrffLed voices. i{e scranrbled a few norb- feet.Light suddenly appeared through craclcs in the rock aborre our head. Erated, we
saw that it lrasn I t rock at all, but cpncrete. The r,oices grew loucer, ana vrith
a desperate heave f pr:shed on the concrete slab, felt it m;ve, then give way
under pressure. Blinded b14 the sr:dden rush of liqht, we clambered o,]t ot the
ho1e, to find ourselves at the feet of a snalr group or tourists, uncler the
crcntrol of a NPWS Ranger. under a barrage of cuestiins, we fotrnd that we.hacl
orerged in Jersy Cave, ya-rrangebil1y, at i.46 p.tn. on Sunday firne i.enfh; 73 l/2
hours and 440 m-iles -after !,re had entered },tamr}oth.

. roo-king 19* r ri$ it difficurt to believe the events d.escribed actually
happened; 

_ 
unabfe to photograph due to darnaged qear, ancl sr:rvey ir"possible, evento a si-nrp1e nenory sketctr standard. understan<1ably propre ,eius"- to believethat it is even rerrotely possible. onry Rr.rss ana f xn& the ccrpLete truth. I^rernade the trip and sunriveoj; and we knc,v ihat 440 miles of suprer cive--rearry

gge: e1r-st. _ Fc,r' 
. 
those of you wtro do doubt our story, considir this, rp6 pn6q

that cqmtless millions of gallons of water: disappear into the growyr at variouspoints between ttre tq,o centres. Jaunter. Abercrornbie, cliefden, t r".bevo.r,
Bungonia and hYarbsrc, just to nanre the major are-as, all lie in a bel L'tntweenthe tino. V,b also know that the vrater that supplies the thernnl frol at
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Yarrangobilly rises over 900 netres, and obviously comes frorn a l-arge and
apparently unguenchable source. Having returned to the chamber that finally
brought us to safety, and placed dye in the wateru lru,e kncxu that the place ls the
side of the hill near the pool-, and tJre water ln the pcnl- corTes frcm our super
cave. we have been there and seen it. You prove us htrong.

B.J. BAMENT
R. DBMPSEY.

********************ir*****************************

BAMEI\I I S F}-RE$7ET.T..

For those of you who attended the farewel-l Dinner and 'upresentation" qiven in
honour of the soon to be departing Banents, f am sul:e tLrat you hacl a ioaring
good time. Both Reg and Judy will- be dearly missed from the local- A.C.T. Caving
scene and we wish them wel-I in ttreir new venture of openinq cans of fish in the
deep north of N.S.VI. (I€mpsey area) Ialatch out Kempsey Speleos, Reg might tn, to
find the legendarlz coru:ection between the Kempsey cave system ancl yagby. . ,
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