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NOTE ADDED IN PROOF

On a combined Canberra Caving Clubs/National Parks and Wildlife Service visit
to the area in August 1979, cavers from NUCC pushed the terminal squeeze and
more than doubled the length of the cave. Total depth is now more than 50 m.

A second small cave to the east of the main cave was also found on this trip.
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Abstract

The Atea Kanada is located in the rainforest of the southern highlands of
Papua-New Guinea. The cave was partly explored in 1976 but further
investigation by the 1978 expedition extended the mapped length to thirty
kilometres, making it the longest cave in the southern hemisphere and Asia.
Initial hopes for the southern hemisphere depth record were not realised.
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