
Bats and Swiftlets in the Chillagoe 

Caves 

……or how to have a good guess at what it 

was that just flew past 
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Diadem leaf-nosed bat 

Hipposideros diadema 

 

Regularly seen in Trezkinn Cave 

Largest of the local insectivorous               

bats 

Distinctive white patches in fur 

Commonly soars through caves, 

rather than flutters 

Well-developed nose-leaf 

 









Large-eared horseshoe bat 

Rhinolophus philippinensis/ 

Rhinolophus robertsi 

 

 

 

 

Eastern horseshoe bat 

Rhinolophus megaphyllus 



Horseshoe bats 

 

Typically hang just by the 

toes of one or both feet 



Horseshoe bats 

 

Typically hang just by the 

toes of one or both feet 

Often rotate the body and 

flick the ears 



Horseshoe bats 

 

Typically hang just by the 

toes of one or both feet 

Often rotate the body and 

flick the ears 

Are smaller than Diadems 
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Dusky leaf-nosed bat 

Hipposideros ater 

 

Chillagoe’s smallest bat (4.2g) 

The big round ears and fluffy fur 

make it look bigger, and somewhat 

spheroidal when hanging freely 

Prefer hot, humid caves 

Voted by Sue Churchill as 

“Australia’s cutest bat” 





Little bentwing bat       Miniopterus australis 



Eastern bentwing bat       Miniopterus orianae oceanensis 



Eastern cave bat  Vespadelus troughtoni 



Eastern cave bat  Vespadelus troughtoni 

And friend 



A sheathtail bat, showing the sheath tail. 
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Troughton’s sheathtail bat 

Taphozous troughtoni 

Roost near cave entrances 

Have a characteristic ‘spidery’ style 

of clinging to the wall, rather than 

hanging freely 

Show clumsy flight when disturbed 

from restricted spaces, even bumping 

into things and falling to the floor 
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Australian swiftlet or White-

rumped swiftlet 

Aerodramus terraereginae 

If it’s clicking while flying round the cave, 

it’s not a bat, it’s a swiftlet! 

Two forms are recognised: A. t 

terraereginae (coastal north and central 

Queensland) and A. t chillagoensis (inland 

north Queensland)  

Roost and breed inside the caves, feed 

outside  

Inland form has an interesting breeding 

strategy - a second egg may be laid 

before the first hatchling has fledged, with 

the first hatchling incubating the second 

egg  

The nest is unlined and  basket-shaped, 

made of saliva and plant material glued by 

one side to the rock face  



Distribution of Australian swiftlet 

(White-rumped swiftlet) in 

Queensland 


