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A history of the Cape Range  

Rogé Kemp 

Shire of Exmouth 

A brief history of the Cape Range, and town of Exmouth. 

 

The slides for this presentation are provided in Appendix D. 

 

 

Darren Brooks driving on the range (Photo Ross Anderson) 
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Appendix D - A history of the Cape Range  

 

  



Strategic Projects

History of Cape Range and Exmouth

Where exploring and passion go hand in 
hand

Rogé Kempe – Executive Manager 
Community Engagement



Strategic Projects

Providing you a Sense of Place

1. More than 35,000 years of  Human History

2. Who are the people of the Cape; what is this 
Place?

3. What about the Future?



YOU DON’T REALLY WANT TO BE HERE..!!

You are too excited!
You want to go out and explore…
Get your hands dirty
See what is out there
Be amazed by the unknown



Strategic Projects

You are like so many people before you!



More than 35,000 years of Human history

The region provides the earliest evidence of 
human ornamentation found in Australia.

Shell beads discovered at Mandu Mandu Creek 
rock shelter at Cape Range have been dated to 
more than 32,000 years before present time.



How the Cape was ‘found’

1618 
Dutch Sailor Haevik Claeszoon van Hillegom
records the first sighting of Northwest Cape 
on June 24.

This Wednesday it will be 397 years ago!



We are on the Map!

1696  
Willem de Vlamingh charts Vlamingh Head 

Well, amongst all other things he did, like:
Discovering and naming Swan River & Rottnest Island 

and also ‘doing the dishes’ at Dirk Hartog island near 
Shark Bay



 





It’s getting busy; we are getting more names!

1801  
Nicholas Baudin names Cape Murat on the 
northwest tip of the Cape and Muiron Islands

1811
The Rapid  (an American 3 masted wooden 
vessel) was wrecked near Point Cloates

1818
Philip Parker King surveys the Cape and names 
Exmouth Gulf after the ‘noble and gallant 
Count’ in England; also Bay of Rest.



….but they are not getting this Place !!!

1818
French vessel Uranie
visits North West Cape



….and some just never made it!



People start moving into the area!

1870-1912 Pearling and Pastoral Settlement

Thomas Carter (a famous ornithologist) 
acquired the first pastoral leases on the North 
West Cape in 1891; 

Carved them up 20 years later, thus creating 
Ningaloo, Exmouth and Yardie stations

Pearling Luggers move into the Exmouth Gulf 
area from the north.









Lighting up the North West Cape

1912 
The Lighthouse born out of disaster.



War comes to the Cape

1942 

Operation Potshot Commences

Airstrips, radars, anti-aircraft guns and 
servicing/fuel for submarines

Radar station at Vlamingh Head was built.

Operating Jaywick (Krait)







First Mainland Oil strike!

1953  -Rough Range struck oil.







The Birth of a Town

1963
agreement was reached between the 
Australian and USA Governments to establish 
a VLF Communications Station at NW Cape.  

The town of Exmouth was created to support 
this facility. 

Both were officially opened in 1967.  











Today…



More Recently………!!!!!



Exmouth today

2,5000 people, and still many of the old 
pioneers from the 60ies

Many arrive here as a tourist and never leave, 
or come for a short term job and stay

Tourists explore the natural wonders



What would I ask of you…?!

Please show Respect for this land’s rich 
cultural and environmental values

How can Young People benefit from your 
conference and your future activities, 
knowledge and skills?

Be curious and let our community know what 
you discover – how about a Community 
Newsletter?



What holds the Future?

Let’s hear it from young people from 
Exmouth


