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ABSTRACT

Bunda Cliffs — exploration update 2017
STEVEN J MILNER PhD, Cave Exploration Group of South Australia

Four separate trips to the Bunda Cliffs of the Nullarbor were undertaken in 
2017. The Bunda Cliffs are unique, reaching up to 100 metres above sea level 
for a 173 kilometre stretch in a semi-arid coastal region; they present a unique 
opportunity to investigate relatively recently exposed karst features. Around 
15,000–18,000 years ago sea levels were around 100 metres lower than today’s 
levels and, since then, rising sea levels and erosion have resulted in retreat of the 
cliffs, exposing the caves.

The prospects are fascinating, especially as it is possible that when the sea level 
was lower, the modern-day cliffs were accessible from the surface or from low-
lying land (now eroded away), much like the escarpment above the Roe Plain to the 
west. In the Bunda Cliff caves there are remains of extinct animals, heightening 
the possibility that evidence of human activity might also be discovered.

The first trip of 2017 was an aerial mapping project to identify new cave targets, 
followed by a short reconnaissance trip to evaluate a potential ‘walkdown’ site. 
The third trip was the main expedition in August which included cavers who 
attended the International Speleological Congress in Sydney. The last field trip in 
November took place to recover some extraordinary animal bones.  

To date, 89 cliff caves have been investigated during the Bunda Cliffs project. 
This presentation will cover a brief history of exploration, the 2017 results and the 
plans for future exploration.
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