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ABSTRACT

The Midnight Hole rescue: insights into Tasmania’s first 
vertical cave rescue
ANDREAS KLOCKER PhD, Southern Tasmanian Caverneers

In July 2017 an international visitor fell down an 8-metre pitch in Midnight Hole, one 
of Tasmania’s most popular through trips, and broke her femur. This resulted in a 
large call-out including Police Search and Rescue, cavers of the Southern Tasmanian 
Caverneers, paramedics and the State Emergency Service. About 12 hours after call-
out, after a stretcher ride up ~100 vertical metres, the casualty was in a helicopter on 
her way to the Royal Hobart Hospital. This talk will outline details of this rescue and 
discuss what went well and what could be improved for similar scenarios in the future.   
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