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±illQ!IGHT AND lVlURRAY__ QA VE. C QQ.LEliA1i _ PLAIN 

ABSTRAQ1 ** 

liIDf S 0l!J~L.JJ}:J!E.§ 

J.N. Jennings, I. Narucivell, * 
C. Pratt, R. Curtis, J. Hendum 

The drought culminating in 1967-8 opened watertraps in Hurray 
Cave to permit the re-exploration and survey in January 1968 
of a further 1000 feet of the main passage. Previous 
explorations of which oral tradition persisted are now known 
to have taken place in 1902-3 and some details of the early 
visitors are presented. The characteristics of the extension 
are predominantly ep1phreatic in nature and about half of it 
is episodically functioning in this way at the present time; 
the 'It.rql.tertraps along it are inverted siphons in the strict 
sense and located at the sharpest changes in cave direction. 
The exploration limit consists of a rockfall beneath a doline, 
"",hich appears therefore to be in part a collapse doline. 
Bene8.th tllO other dolines the cave has no sign of collapse, 
thouCh tall 2.vens reach to'Vfards the surface; these dolines are 
due to surface solution only. The fonrard part of the cave is 
ove~lain by a short, steep dry valley; the relationship 
between the two remains problematic but there is good reason 
not to regard the dry valley as the determinal1t of the cave's 
lochtion. The evidence is no,,\], stronger for a~1 earlier 
hypo-i:;hesis that the cave 'ltIRS formerly the outflo", cave of 
nearhy River Cave, a perennially active stream cave. It also 
seems likely that the episodiC activity of Hurray Cave is due 
to flood overflo\v from River Cave. 

The hydrological regime of the cave is compared ivi th 
precipitation rec ords of the nearb;y stations. The episodiC 
flol'J through the cave does not require an abnormally vTet 
winter; :it can follov'! fairly quickly after complete emptying 
of the vlatertraps and approaches an annual evellt. Opening up 
of th<;; \vatertraps is a much less frequent event. The available 
data do not permit determination vlhether 2. series of Imf rain­
fall years is necessary or a ;3ingle pronouncedly dry year is 
sufficient. On either count it seems prObable that the cave 
openecl up tvlic~. or mOre times bet'i:Ieen the knOlvn occasions of 
1902-3 and 1968 in the period 1909-53 vihen the cave 1,1as 
infrequently visited. . 
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