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SCOUTING AND CAVIl~ 

Dean Da Costa * 

The object of the Boy Scouts Association presenting a paper 
at this conference is to make clear our reasons for promoting 
cav1ngas an activity alid also indicate whore '\'le hope various , 
speleological soc~eties can-assist us. 

It may be of interest to those present to learn a little of 
the history of the Cave Exploration Group in South Australia 
and its association with scouting •. " 

In 1954, Elery Hamilton-Smit~a Scout Commissione~ and 
Captain J. M. Thomson prepared for a caving trip to the 
Nullabor with a party of Rover Scouts. As a preliminary 
"breaking.in" exercise, the group arranged a trip to 
Curramulka Caves with another identity Dave Taylor. Further 
trips to Curramulka were subsequently arranged by the Rovers 
together with some Bushwalker Club members. As a result of 
th~s, it'was decided to hold a.meeting at Boy Scout Head­
quarters attended by those interested parties such as 
Dr. Rossfeld, Elery Hamilton-Smith, the Rover Crew, Bush­
walkers an d university students. The Cave Exploration Group 
(S.,A.) was formed at this meeting. Scouting people have 
maintained an interest in this Group and I am sure a similar 
interest is maintained by scouting with societies interstate. 

The section of the Scout Movement which can benefit most from 
c'aving activities is the Senior Scout Section ,v-hich caters for 
boys aged between 15 years and 18 years. This is the age 
where a boy is adventurous and is looking for challenging 
activities. The scope for these today in the framework of 
scouting is tremendous. Rock climbing, scuba diving, caving 
and gliding are but a few. Throughout all adventurous 
activities we are very mindful of our Associatiorrs aim which 
is IIto develop gooc1 citizenship among boys by forming their 
character - training them in habits of observation, obedience 
and self-reliance - promoting their physical, mental and 
sp:i,.ri tual developne nt". We try to achieve this aim by the 
us~ of the Scout Method which, guided by adult leadership, 
pr~sents activities largely in an outdoor setting which gives 
the boy an opportunity to accept responsibility and acquire 
competence, self, reliance, character and qualities of leader­
ship. 

* Assistant District Commissioner, Senior Scout Section, 
Boy Scouts Association (South Australian Branch). 
Associate M::;mber Cave Exploration "Group (S.A.) 
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Caving is an ideal "tool" for us to use in the Scout Method 
since it presents situations which can develop most of the 
characteristics .the Movement fosters. Competm ce and self 
reliance certainly figure prominently in caving activities 
and giva~the right guidance, character development comes from 
an appreciation of natura). beauty and a desire to conserve 
this beauty. 

BasicaJ..:W', the caving which Senior Scouts wil;L be involved in 
vdll be "sporting" caving as distinct from the more serious 
"scientific l1 caving. .There is however, a place for more 
serious caving in Scou:ting particularly in the field of 
mapping. An example of this was demonstrated recently vJ'hen a 
Rover Scout conducted a comprehensive and accurate survey of . 
Sand Cave (S29) at Naracoo:rte for his Rover Project Badge and 
the resultant map has received. high praise from experienced 
Cave Group men. With the general increase in the education 
standard of young people, the geological aspects of Cave 
exploration also holds appeal for many boys. 

However, it would still appear that the main motivation for 
caving as· an activity is the sp;i.rit of· adventure and. this.has 
unfortunately led some inexperienced young men into troubte. 

III trained and sometimes. unsupervised groups have attempted 
caving ,\<ii th unfortunate results. In an effort to combat this 
in the field we are talking about, and also in a number of 
other fields, it is the current policy of the Senior Scout 
Section to approach outside experts for assistance. 

\ii th the wide ra..'1.ge of activities available and the specialised 
skills involved,' the Senior Scout Ipader cannot hope to be 
expert enough to competently lead his troop .in, every activity. 
The anSvier as' we see it is to approach groups and societies 
vIho are well trained and experienced and either associate 
ourselves with them on particular activities or else seek 
their help in training our leaders. Taking caving as an . 
example, it is realised that the training could not hope to 
make a speleqlog~st of either the leader or the boy but it 
itould make him aware of the factors involved, both in regard 
to safety and conservation. 

The sP9leol.ogica:).societies can assist us in a nUlllber of ways .. 
\J'i th mutual bene!i ts. Perhaps training could be given by the. 
societies to our leaders up to the "sporting" caver level and 
certain caves set aside for this type of a~tivity. PrOViding 
these caves were non tourist but still challenging, the 
adventurous spirit could be satisfied and caves which are of 
scientific value could then be avoicled and thus .preserved for 
fUrther study by the I1scientific" caver. 
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At the present time, a large number of Senior Scouts are 
involved in caving activities and most are being guided in 
their caving by speleological society members. For example, 
in New South v/ales an estimated 250 Seniors and Rovers vlent 
o~ caving trips in 1968 and the speleo SOCiety ran six 
speleologist Courses during the year. It is quite possible 
many more boys than this were engaged in caving but due to 
the area organisation, it is not possible to accurately assess 
the total number. In South Australia, the interest is perhaps 
even greater. We have been informed of at least 18 troops 'l:Tho 
have been caving this year and the tot~l number of boys 
represents 10% of our Senior membe rship. . 

This large number of people heading for traditional. 
Sp~leologist territory must naturally concern all .societies 
an<i, I can assure you it, also concerns us. vie realise that 
excellent relationships have been established '\vi th landowners 
and responsible Government departments by Societies and abuse 
of privileges by uninformed groups could easily jeopardise 

. these relationships. Consequently, vie feel it is in the 
societic'S' interest to not only knowl',rho c ontemplates visiting 
caves t~y have an interest in,.but also have some control 
over .. Tho goes where. 

Our movement is quite prepared to co-operate with all 
.Speleological societi'es in this regard and consequently 
wo~ld like consideration to be given ~o these suggestions. 

If courses in cave safety, 'leadership and conservation could 
be e,rranged by our Association for Scout Leaders and run by 
speleo .societies members, the speleo society point of viel" in 
regard to conservation etc. could be ·accurately presented. 
A19ng vd th thjs, the societies could suggest sui table caves 
for the type of activity which suits us thus avoiding to a 
great degree the likelihood of jeopardising landow'ner 
re~ationships. With well informed leaders and, if the 
occasion demE',nds it, speleo society volunteer guides, worth­
wh;lle caving can be undertaken. This could easily result in 
a l.asting interest in speleology ih some lads. Although \,le 
doptt anticipate our caving activities would make speleo­
logists of anyone, we certainly encouragefu~y lad who shows 
interest in it to join a society or group \vhen he leaves 
Senior Scouting at 18 br even while he is still .a Scout. 
Over the last t·wo years in· South Australia five new CEGSA 
members have jOined as a result of scouting caving - not a 
great influx·· but sufficient to indicate caving had enough 
appeal for some to vTant to pursue it beyond the roouting 
level. . 

In an effort to co-operate further '\·ri th speleo societies, the 
movement is prepared to have a permanent liaison vii th them 
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it. This vould moan we ,·,ould advise the societies of dates 
and loc~tions etc. ru1d be guided by your opinions as to th~ 
desirability or othenlise of the trip. In this wa:y, you, c~ 
exercise indirect control by either advising us of your ; 
vTishes or advising landowners or government departments of 
your ,fishes. 

A combination of these things should produce an arrangement 
l';hich would be to our mutual advantage - a challenging and 
useful training medium for the scouts and an assurance of cave 
conservation for speleo societies. 

The Scout Proficiency badge system caters for a Speleolog~st 
Badbe, the requirements being: 

(i) Have taken part in at least five caving explorations 
under the guidance of an experienced leader, comprising 
a minimum of 20 caving hours. Produce log books of 
exploration. 

(2) Discuss kit, including ropes and rope and metal ladders, 
belays and belaying and personal kit including clothes, 
boots, lights, food and best method of carrying food. 

(3) Show a kno\'lledge of normal safety precautions and of 
rescue organisations in QV·m area. Demonstrate method of 
removal of injured person~ 

(4) Knovl the main principles of cave formation and describe 
tvlO of the better knov·m systems. 

(5) Discuss geologic8.l e.nd mineralogical aspects of 
fossilisation and formation of stalactites and stalag­
mites. 

(6) Dur,ir+g a caving exploration demonstrate:-

(a) 
(b) 

(c) 
(d) 

Making the head of a rope la'dder fast,. 
HOi" to climb up and down 8. rope ladd.er not less than 
25 feet long. 
How to join "tioJO lengths of rope ladder. 
HOvl to belay himself and 'l,vork a lifeline. 

From this , it can be sec:m that although a high standard is 
not required, the lad "rho does qualify for this is a fairly 
useful caver. It is also realised that some of the require­
ments may not be very realistic and there are probably-some 
obvious omissions. Perhaps the updating of this award could 
be another helpful contribution by societies. 
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It is probably worthl'1hile considering using Senior Scouts who 
have qualified for this badge 8.S maj or expedition helpers. 
Tbere is certain to be some support role these boys can 
p~rform and \-rill add some meaning to tYieir caving. I am 
certain there is a role for these boys in activities such as 
digging and mapping. A maj or expedition such as Mullamullang needs 
a reliable support cre", and capable Sherpas. Boys trained 
along the lines as suggested and given encouragement from 
qualifiedspeleologists could fill the bill. 

I ~ould like to leave you "Ti th these thoughts. 

Is there a place in caving activities for groups such 
as ours on a sporting level initially? 

Is there a place for selected Senior Scouts who show 
a greater interest in caving than the average and 
express a desire to do more serious work? . 

, Finally, \vhat is our potential if \ve encourage Scouts 
to go caving? 

DISCUSSION· 

Ian WQO~, UrN.S.W.S.S.: I'.d lik~ to ask you where you got 
, your information regarding the New 

South Wales section. For example you state that in N.S..W. an 
estimated 250 Seniors and Rovers went on caving trips in 1968 
and the speleo societies. ran sixspeleologist courses. Which 
sp~leo society in N .S. vI.? 

Altp Hill, p.E.G,S,Ag : 

N.~.'a[ •. 
~ 

I must warn you Dean, Ian is on a 
N.S.\'l. Co-ordina,tion Committee for 

12etp. Da Costi2;: What I \vas going to do before I presented my 
paper was me.ntion that I contacted my counter­

part in each of the States and they sent.me informatiop.. The 
information from N.S.\'l. was sent by a little better than my 
co~terpart, he was the Headquarters Commissioner for Senior 
SC9uts, Graeme Mitcham. 

ran Woos!: 1'd like to point out that the scouts now seem to 
think that they have now got enough information out 

of the H.S.vl. SOCieties and they're now running their Own 
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xraining trips and taking off into the wild blue yonder, and 
not vlorrying about speleos any longer. vIe are getting the 
reverse action to you people in South Australia where they're: 
moving tovTards a society. Here theSc outs want .to get as 
far avla:y as poss,ible from the societies. 

Dean Da Costa: If this is an official comment from N.S.W. 
I' d certainly present this back to 

Graeme 1-1i tcham. This is one of the purposes for which I was 
told to come along here anyway: to find out whether there, 
were any complaints and where the troubles were originating. 
If this is general in N.S.W., that Scouts having got what 
they want are then drifting away and going out on their o~ 
then this is contrary to what we intended the whole thing to 
be. If it will do any good I will certainly relay ihis 
information back. 

Elery Hamilton-Smith: I have a number of separate points 
again. Firstly, I can remember 

talking only a few years ago to Laurie Grenham of the New 
Zealand Boy Scouts Association. He has been both a spel~o 
and a Scouter in, I think,' every continent in the ,,,orld ~ow. 
I can remember him making the comment that in every cont:l.nent 
no group is in such disrepute or does so much harm to caves 
as Scouts do. It strikes me that '-le I re very lucky that ~o 
many positive moves are being made here by some of our own 
societies and by the Boy Scouts Association. Although N. S. vi. 
has had its problems, like Victoria has had its problemst 
perhaps some other States too, very good progress has bern 
made towards overcomi~ this. There has been some very ~lose 
co-operation between the t"10 parties concerned. So II m' 
particularly pleased with Dean's paper today as a pretty. 
formal expression of the view~point of the Boy Scouts . 
Association and like Roly's_Ifeel it's a particularly pos;ltive 
and valuable one. ' , 

~econdly, the information in the third paragraph is to my 
memory basically correct. I can comment on the first tr~p to 
C~rramulka which was a trip of six people, four of whom ~ere 
Rovers or Scouters, ariother "Tas a very famous ex S. U.8.S;. 
identi ty, Dav'id Pegum} who may be known to some of the 0ilder 
members of S.U.S.S., at least by disrepute. ' 

The next comment I would like to make is just to toss in a 
few points on the badge requirements which might be of some 
value as a starting pOint. The first of these is the 
reference to rope ladders,i-J'hich is obviously an inheritance 
from Britain. I doubt if any of us seriously countenanc,e 
the use of rope ladders in Australia. Secondly, in sectp.on 
(4) the choice of this word "cave formation" is a pretty' 
unfortunate one. We have tend.ed to get rid of this word out 
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of our ov"a. terminology and thinking, in that it's quite 
a..mbiguous~ Some people use it as a term for decoration -
stalagmites and all that, and some people use it as a term, 
and this is clearly the sense in i'Thich it is meant here, to 
s:j.gnify the genesis of caves a...'1.d the patterns of origins vThich 
d~velop. So this probably needs to be replaced by a term such 
a~ cave origin or cave genesis. I personally see only two 
m~jorom1ssions. It's very easy to build this thing up of 
course but it is quite unreal as it is bnsically an intro­
duption to the game and I wouldn't like to see it built up 
too much~ HOivever I would want to see the words "conservation" 
an~ "ethics" make 8,U appearance in it some''lhere. These are 
quite fundamental. 

Th~ last point, climbing up and down a ladder: I think this 
should al,,1ays be in terms of climbing up and down a free-fall 
pi lch, and a pitch vvhere the ladder hangs against a ,,,all. 
There's a very great difference ,I;Te all know, between these two 
op~rations. 

The last comment on this whole paper is that I w'ould .like to 
see us look at this when the Federation Committee reconvenes, 
to look at what in fact can be done in terms of follow-up 
action by the Federation in an official way, and perhaps we 
might even be able to have some discussion on this with Dean 
i"1 hile he is he re. Sec ondly , I hope tha t fr om that C omnii tte e 
Nee,ting we vrill see copies of this paper get into the hands 
of all societies, including the ones not personally and 
directly represented here, and that it be drawn to their 
attention for discussion at society level. I think it's a 
very valuable step forward. 

Andrew Spate, V.S.A.: In Victoria recently, and in A.C.T. 
some years ago, it has been said to me 

that there is a serious breakdown in liaison between Head­
quarters and local groups. Is this. improving nowadays? 

DeariDa Costa: I can· only speak for South Australia of course, 
. . but it is quite good in S .A. due to the Head-

qUSrrters, Commissioner ",e have for Senior Scouts who makes it 
hiS bUsiness to be in contact 'with the troops and with the 
boys: they would 8.1most all knovT him personally. This is 
almost impossible in other States where the number s are so 
much greater. 

! 

Andrew Spate: Even the loc al distric ts don't seem to know 
what their boys are doing. 

J~ean Da Co~i~: I think this happens' in ' a voluntary organisation 
. . .. "here a Scout Naster, say, decides to say "to hang 

with Headquarters". There is nothing much 1-1e can do about it if 
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enough, we can deregister them or something like this. This 
is our contribution to things, we can try to straighten out 
our side of things -this is obviously an internal problem 
we've got. If we can straighten this out we would like to 
get your co-operation in the other side of things such as 
advice on where we can go and so on. 

Grant Gartrell: One of the chief problems we have come 
across is that we 'vould like to look after 

the Scout groups but 've are s6 few in number and. they are so 
many that we can't really make a significant contribution:all 
at once. They are going to have to be patient with us. We 
have found that if there is any attempt at helping scouts' out, 
its not one or two sc outs, its the fifty or one hundred \'1hO 
are suddenly very interested in coming alon& and obviously no 
caving trip can be run on decent sort of lines with this type 
of thing. Fair enough for a lecture, but not for a caving 
trip. We got around this to some extent by changing the 
Constitution so that the number of visitors coming on a trip 
could be no greater than the number of members attending.· 
This means that we can only keep a few of the scouts happy 
I'ri thin the framevTork of our o\.,n organisation so it seems 
natural that they would want to choof off by themselves ~y­
way, they wouldn't have the patience to hang around for a few 
years. If we can train scouts who come along and join th;e 
Group and actually be bound by our O\'m C onsti tution,&who can 
go back and run their own trips under our Constitution,then we 
are getting them to help themselves. Of course this 
obviously breaks down if it grows too fast • 

. Just to change the subject while l' m standing up, regarding 
IIsporting" caving: I notice we have been changing this word 
to amateur in one of the other talks however r think that 
sporting caving is a valid type of thing and it is distinct 
from this amateur sort of thing in science. Casteret was a 
sporting caver and anyone lI.]'ho started caving from reading 
Casteret and who holds his breath for three minutes and 
plunges on single-handed into a syphon might get the wrong 
idea of caving, but this does seem to be one of the ini tia;l 
aims of caving as a recreation for scoute, the idea of t~ing 
up caving as a scientific pursuit seems to be quite separate. 
r think most of us do sporting cav.ing at the weekends for 
relaxation, but while we are there \ve don't waste our time 
completely (not ahTays), we try and dos omething useful while 
we are engaged in the sport, and if we carry it on long 
enough we get absorbed in these other interests and then when 
you're too old for the sporting side you carry on with these 
other things. 

Dean Da Costa: On your first point Grant, one of the things 
that we hope to be able to do if ;"le could is 
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to just train leaders to be competent to do cave leading ~~d 
Gave safety,and if you people could p~t aside certain caves, 
and I can think of a fe'l,'l off-hand down in .the South-East like 
B.rown Snake Cave - I doubt '.'lhether anyone ,vould be using such 
a cave for scientific purposes,so if we set our lads loose on 
that to get rid of this e4uberanca and k e p t them a'\'1ay from 
eny other cave of any value, would this take away the problem 
at havi~g to supply cavers? 

Grant Gartrell: If I can just reply to that, I don't think 
anybody, or at least I certainly wouldn't be 

game to, •••• despite the nice way you said it, it does sound 
like signing the death warrant of that cave in that particular 
context. I don't think anybody would be game to do that. 
Even if the cave at present is suitable for scouts to choof 
through for a while it docsn't necessarily mean that it ,1111 
always be so; there may qe something turn up. 

Alan Hill: I think Grant thinks your trying to knock a brick 
out of our walls. 

. . . 

Elery Hamilton-Smith: ·Ithink this is a pretty realistic 
suggestion, at least in some areas. 

I ~on't think I would go along with Grant's statement in this 
specific example, but in Victoria in particular we're ve,ry 
luqky, we have got a few good, really interesting, little . 
caV8S. that have been so wrecked that no-one can do any more 
to them; so, O.K., we can lin~ up such a group of caves for 
this sort of thing •. Perhaps its more difficult in other 
ar~as which haven't been bashed about Quite so thoroughly, 
but neverthe~ess, I think the princ:i,.ple is a pretty .good one 
beQause, sure, perhaps this means we give up five caves for 
sPQrting caving and training - it is better than having the 
whqle damn lot used in the same way -''1hich .is what ·is likely 
to,happen if there's not some sort of cave classification. 
system adopted for cave use. . This is in line "vi th conservation 
po:j.icies.in other fields - classification is a recognised 
prinCiple of conservation of all kinds now, and I think this is 
therefore a suggestion that is well worth consideration. I think 
on~ of the slight dangers here is that if you train a guy to be 
a feader in one of these caves - OK -its not long before he 
makes the transformation himself that he's a leader for cave~ 
stop. This I think would require pretty tight oontrol because 
you canlt in a short time train an experienced sPElleol.ogist with 
the judgement which is involved in taking a moderately raw party 
into a tricky or dangerous cave. It's something.where one 
develops judgement by experience not bya "pressur~. cookerll 

course. So I would hope tha~ sure, this scheme would be 
adopted, that it would be fairly tightly controlled, and that 
the people 'l,lho were trained in this way would be encouraged to 
also become speleos themselves and develop this kind of 
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judgement through long experience. This would enable them, 
where it was appropriate, to move off into other fields of 
caving or other fields of cave leaders. 

Mike Shepherd: It is dangerous to make the distinction as I 
think you have done here between caves of 

scientific value and non-scientific caves. I think all caves 
have some scientific value and if you do classify some as ~on­
scientific it's more or less another way of saying "anythiM 
goes l1 • 

********** 
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