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Although the appearance of the last Newsletter 
was sudden and-unexpected in some quarters, it was 
well received; so well that we ran toa second 
edition. The appeal for material was met with an 
overwhelming response. AS there is too much for 
publication a lot of editing has hadto be done and 
more space has been allotted to the newer societies. 

Many cave explorers coming to this country to 
settle are not aware that there are extensive soc-
ieties-or even worthwhile caves in AustrEtlla.Usually 
it is only bt accident that we come in contact with 
this valuable 'new blood".. Therefore we appeal to 
our numerous overseas readers to publicize our act-
ivities and to suggest that intending Australia-
bound travellers contqct the Secretary of A.S.F. for 
further information. Active groups are now established 
In all capital cities and some country centres. 

A,S.F.BusineSS:- The Secretary, Peter Aitken, is at 
present collecting insects on Nornington Island 
(Gulf of Carpentaria). But expects to return to 
Adelaide by the end of this month. Please be patient 
if you are epecig..a 1etter from him. 

It is vital that N.S.W. cavers intending to visit 
thè.Clifclerl. Caves, note that the. owner, Mr.Dunhill, 
on whose property the caves occur, does not want each 
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patty to be of more than 20 members. Now that the 
first revision of the A.S.F.Code ofEthics,prepared 
'by Peter McGregor, has bee'i 1cu1ated to all soc-
ieties, every caver should famili'arize himself with 
the coitents of the code, especially in regard to 
cooperating with owncrs(or governing bodies) of the 
land on which the caves occur. 

3rd 31-ei.inial A.S.F. Conference - Canberra - 27th-30th 
oiT5er. 5ee enclosed su;v3loment.We need. YOUR help 

Sub-Committee.Eerts: - 
(I) Ethics - a1rady dealt with. 
(ii.) Termino1oy:- List of' $aeleoiogical Terms (Partl) 
has also been tircuLtéd. to soietics. This is the 
result of exhaustive work by J.N.Jeunins of the 
Austr?1irtn National University, Canberra, and dis-
cussed at length at the last executive meeting .Joe 
wants comments from everyone. Loot at the list,start 
ruminati4ug. 
(lii) Pub1ictions: - Lain complaint is the expense of 
having to install a larer letter-boxll However, the 
Projected "Walkabout" articles hav'e not met with the 
desired. response. The ultimate fate of the project 
will be announceri in tIle  September issue, but all 
matcriaZ received will be used.. 
(iv) Safety:- The following terse communique has 
been received, from Des Lyons (T.C.C.), convenor of 
this sub-committee:- 

"A lot of AUstralian cevers 1aow little or nothing 
of cave wnter. Ever, those who fail to accord it with 
the respect it deserves. Let me strike while the iron. 
is hots - 

Scene: Exit Cave (Ida Bay, Tasmania). It is raining 
heavily and three tentless cvers are cosily-camped 
Inside the cave mouth - picuty of wood and tucker, 
and agooc.1re going. One.. isin his fleabar.apd the,, 
other two are conversing learnedly about many things, 
including running water and why sounds of it are 
changing. Changing Letter shave a look. Yes, the creek 
was rising but didn't look dangerous. 
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"Return to camp. Conversation resumed. uite 1nt 
eresting, the sound of water. Funny how it has sud-
d1y stonned. Let's see, that could te because the 
Whole of the air srace has been fillea What am I 
saying .... Lull in convorstion; race to creek: 
tue '-ass-,e gc.e, alon with six feet 01' air sPace: 
no dry retreat, none at all soon: frantic rush: sleen-
er uprooted, Lear f'luig together: splash, jump, 
clamber, out; fire left forlorn. 

Des estimates that at a minimum the creek rose 6' 
in 15 mins - their best est.im'.te was 8' in 10 mins. 
Behind 'this rise was mile of broad, open caves Des 
goes on to describe a trin to Marakoopa Cave In North 

• Tas., when conditions witriin the cvc wore dry(unusual) 
though it was rninin witbou. After debate the party 
turned back at an emnty sionon(neer eipty before). 
Exploration next day, when it wasn Tt  rain in, revealed 
that the creek heybnui the siahon could overflow into 
the sinhon. 

Many mainland cavers will say that this warning is 
for Tasmanian conditions. Put • last summer was very 
dry in Tasmani:, nod its often the sudden storm that 
breaks the drouL.ht .. Des concludes by saying: -"Turn 
the figures over In our mliii, Ei0ht feet i' tori mins; 
ail inch between you and disaster, Then if you still 
find life worth living, TAKE NO RISKS WITH CAVE WATER." 
And in dry areas don't take, risks drinking. yve waters. 
Society Activities:- New societies have been formed or 
probably will be formed in Port Norosby, I3r1sbnre and 
In Victoria. This will mono that we now have caving 
roups Iii all States and most territories of the Aust. 

Commonwealth. 
The Port Moresby Spolo1oica1 Sociuty(c/- Dept.of 

Health, Port Nor(-sby) was formed in January this year. 
So far the main scone of operations has been around. 
the Javaree Ribber Plant.atioris'r . some 45 mi lea, -by rugged 
mountain road. from Port Moresby. quite a lot of walking 
.throu&:h rain forest is a prerequisite to caving here. 
To date about 10 caves have been investigated. Inter_
€stirig stream pasngos have been encountered, so that 
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surveying and water tracing is planned before in 
order to invcstiL,ate the hydrology of the sreaThe 
cvornifcrcus rock is a highly co.torted dense lime-
stonc It is unfosslIlforous and.spoculatious on it's 
age hwe varied fron; Protorozoic to early Ttirtiary. 
Bats arc in abundance, thus bat ba.i:u if -erojected 
human remains have been found. in one cave. This soc-
.iuty, though rr]1, appears to he very active. They 
cac buIlding up contauts throughout the Territory of 
apua-Now Guinea, and. are plannin trips furthor a-

fi,cld. from Port horsLy in areas w}iich are spelool-
ogically Terra Iiicita' 

Cave diving has riot been restictod to i'.S .W. 
During, the last two yours mibers of I  the Victorian 
))b-Lçua Grouo b,ar. Lvu t to C ad water 
ii, the Luehan area. Their Iierserveronce was rë-
w rdod last Xmas WI er they uivccl i to the rLsurgerice 
of the Murinda1 iiver(wknich flows fran under. the 
Pyramids). and. C cnnd. a hi,h imp .si'e chamber beyond 
the ighon At L ster they contnned. ;o ox±oro the 
cave assisted by a ijOW noaland Spoleo., a eni-iine 
Cover, and, a C.-'. G.S.a, member.. .strcrn nrogress 
was nalte.d by a mighty boulder coke jusb waiting 
to be, mobile, The roof of m'in coambo is SOflO 601 
aov' the stream, hut an inclined shaft was ascend-- 
e(9 to 120 above the stesp1 surfae air hates 
wuro found., though spasmodic iofts of ai have been 
observed. With this ociiev3ment behind rhcrr, the 
more vemL.ded meibei-e e: thc g;'ou' et1c' w.tn 
suveri exrcrlence. -- or .hve, forme the. 
Sub)Aqua Spoliologica]. Society of Vicnoia( just iI 
then SASS)-. The emri:ools will ho on c-vo 'diving and 
exploring what l es beyond, but'sen-d.amn- caving 
Will not be negleted. 

By now a caving group has 1 .:,... 
:bo.oaIntur.est.seems high. Membe'3 ci iho Uri—,

-bUhwoia.ers, the Urfderwater Research Group, and. Sc-
outs have been eaving for some time., Dtvonn cPhee 
the spokesman for some of these pcoie boo outlined 
the activities Geograohic-illy they has' a ranged fa'; 
f!. em Gamooweol(reor. f;, T,1order), to well into Norh 
P W OO1L1  C" EE n - r€! o. CiLP tos, 
{ .Te3 sconc to study of the climatic, infweanoe on 
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cave development, They have visitied caves along the 
.S.W/'ueen1ancI border, at Texas, and a smsll r1o.- 

tivoly unom system at Riverton; into to 
ford Caves anrl have searched the limestaue outcrops 
at Tabulan and. Glen Lyon without success,There are 
promising renorts from the Rockhmnton °ree but they  
have not been fully investigoted.At. present they are 
concentrating close to Brisbane,c Dunun(15 Carmocty Rd 
St,Lucia, (ZJ) is anxious for information of the Timor 
Caves near Tamwortii. Can you help? . 

V,C,E.Shas been ative lately with quite a few trips 
to Buchan, maInly to the Tnog Dip" As the name,, in-
dicutes the eorlifT.leXJ ty of this cave includes& sevQral 
smal h no At F sr 2 otholes were botomcd. . 

l2Ob ad no've ]e- iel extensions at sever,  ] levels 
Tkrea 

 
trop's were in'dr w's of flc]b o Wc'nprnboo1 di 

tict 1Jift djrecb descant was made into th 'Stareht 
C c S oyinr (fl' a tI'e sea This c'vo ha 
vas L colony o bats, arid. aeauuLated guanoA vary coim 
]o:: system at Grasmare I11i also near WarrnumuooL us 

bean fnveotigatcd. 
Over Easter a CE.G arty traversed the wiid and 

rnagriPicont eafs along the western coast' of Kruigaacc 
lslin i' of ooi i tn,. ccnsoli-dateJ Wuc 

OSLo! 0 'hn sfj.reari pa' '.'' (only .ne in  
lug Wo':t Ba,, end ti, big sea care: at aha 
dOT; Cascara were 'The ocr; further lulanu frai: 
OnpE Bo7 da gives promf u, :u7-,t1'er d ¶s.veries. ho thIs 

Pc  

(Trfl •'•L -id. rock climba ;.ig seals  
on caving' at CL..rro;ulke on York enini:.a- the as 
tn"- WP, S,  t,o a'vate meberlal fran the elsocene b 
beds for o abon da,in, evr':I nei-; caTa' have bee:' CL: r-
covcrod :'r. the Nara'oor.e area and a. ItGsmbic-r, (wLa:n 
51 Ch"lT r btah of Oei!Tiite cton a sma±] 001 €- - 

vhefl dig n ijs, sent t'no' 
T,CC. ;uok advantage of the dry .-:to do 

work in :.he hole Creck eea '..0 0 e1Tu0 Cho CrQek 
flor hroi,ga the Ho- criml Cevcz'n t dr 'Inc 
" ''oopa C TcLr ci T c )wa  S 1r 

1 5O') I 11 u 'j (Thy 

$ 
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beyond Terrace Chamber inNarakoopa entered for 
first timeand. a large creek was found. The Xmas 
trip along the rugged Gordon River was magnific-
ent, caves paltry. The access 'track" into Exit 
Cave has been, cut. Using this new "Kokoda Troll" 
it takes less than ldays to cover the 6 Ti-tiles , so 
this large 2nd spectacular cave will now be prop-
orly investigated-. "The Exit from the Exit Cave" 
has already been graphically described. 

Members of the Coorangbong Society joined forces 
with the Rydo Society over Anzac Weekend - to Chef-
1on Coves. They spent some of the time surfoce sur-
veying as there appear to be entrances other than 
the well known one, which is podlocked(Key from Mr. 
Dunhill). Coorangbong have been cove searching ar-
ounót Trickettts rch in the Tuglow aroa(scuth of 
Jenolon) ani have high hopes. 

The Sydney Spoliological Society has been ox- 
the Wa cbeyan Caves in great detail. ot us i'e 

a multl-scali.i.ig p010(u1) to 60')in the Fig Tree Cave 
they have satisfthd theselvos that there is little 
hope of a 'High lend" connection with Olympian Cave; 
the only one is underwoter.Thcy are distressed that 
a lease to mine marble has boon granted,thouh the 
area aoclieft for has been reduced. Their m'Ain con.- 

is that blasting may CaUSe damage in the caves. 
S.S.S.have placed- their views before the appropriate 
government bodies.Ly using scaling: poles and involved 
techniques S,S.S.havc found something new in the 
much locked at Drum Cave at Bungonia. They have mv-
estigated a holo(in the side Lf the main shaft), 
which is some 90' vertically above the floor and 50' 
below the entrance; and loads into a 30' shaft, at 
the bottom of which was a passage inclined at 45 
This they followed for 50' when progress was halted-
by a conccntroti' off1. air. 

With the stni't of a new -tJ'nl.year, the Sydney Uni-
versity S.S.hav0 on influx of new memhers.0n one of 
te "freshers" trips they came on a new cxtensiou,of 
the Manouth Cave (at Jenolo.n), ("the Northern River"), 
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which is on the central level,but has not beep fully 
investigoted. New Cnvcspro.ten:sions are still turn-
ing up at Jonolan.S.U.S.S.repoxts of a cave north of 
the Sernentie which they didn't ithow about,though a 
choo called HonninLs c,,-,,.rv.ed his namc there in 1888 
Surface m ir has been c'rricd '-ut at Y'rr gobilly, 
and eighteen miles at Cove Creekthy have found caves 
but not on: the ec.a.l. of Y -rrPn&obil1y,:nd thus wore 
not suitably impressed. 

Little news has filtered through from Cnnberra,3a-c 
w that thcyaare nrentring for the con fercncc.Thorc Was 

talk that they were walking. into Bendithora at Eastor, 
as there are reoorts of mighty chasms in that area.May- 
be some of our covers are miss ing - 

In the last issue it waq announced that a spcleo 
grou- had been formed at Katherine in 1J,T.Well they 
have now called themselves the Nothorn Terr.Scleo1-
ogical Socioty.BobWron has sent in a very informative 
introductory report on their activities.Limestones in 
the area arc fairly extensive and are of Lower Cambrian 
age though in places are covered by siliceous Cretac-
OtUS sediment.As• caves are handy to Katherine they are 
not goind far afield.Fcul air is a major problem-and 
heat. Those cay?, temperatures illustrate th difficul- 
tios:-Dry SOO m SOfl - iidima 65°F; Maxima=78 F: 

Wet season mO 86°F;  Maximam 98°F. Caving 
during the Wet season is pretty well nil, unless they 
wont to stew in their own caves; anL then of course, 
there is the danger of flooding. Two cOve systems con-
tain evidence of aboriginal occunation; -numerous art-
ifacts; long linear parks, which are from sharponin 
ortifacts,or actual designs; and painting.... 

The Western Australian Speleolegical Group reports 
the discoury of a new cove which they refer to as 
"Deeondeeup".They rave about it's magnificence -but say 
little else. This grouo is exnloring the coastal area 
both tothon:orth- ad sout'of::Prth. They,  ronort ex-
cellent prospects in many areas. 

Ifyour society didn't get a meotion in this issue 
it's b.cuse we didn't hear ff'om you. Don't forget we 
wont a. summary of activities by beginning of Sept-for 
the next issue. 
11111 IM 1 
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Notices:-It is with regret that we announce that we 
have beeii informed of the doth of N.Jean Petrochiles 
president  of the Greek Sp(~jc.21oEicfil Society. 

Stop Press! News has just come to hand. that Brian J. 
O'Brien', inaugural president of L.S.F. 1sbeing 1i0n-
oured by an award. from the N.S.S. 
Recent Liteature on Australian caves:- Daily B,1960: 
Thy1acoieo, Tthe Extinct Norsur.ial Lion" ,Austuseurn 

r'rgzin k Vol-13, 5 This paper by irian Doily(of 
South Lust ilusoum &--,­-i C.E.G.S.S.A.membr) cutliros 
prsent ior1cd.ge of this. Pleistocene marsupial,c0mW4 
manly called. "Cove Lion" ,whosë bones n-re found. in 
caves, a1though&t wsnot a perth öflt5]Oi1n-fl in- 

Recent Litorture on theusc of chemic1 tracers in 

Sp g Haaseleolo:--Johfl Has in the July issue of the 
ifational Spolo alogicctl SOcity discusses mthod.s of 
do toOtIlIG f1roctne. Visible d6tac.ticui is chancey 
:as it is difficult to calculate the dilutjon factor 
between ad.iiig point nd observn-ticn point. Then it 
has been found that Ca CO3 can at c as a colour in-
.hibi.tor.Haas then suggests exposing the water to 
ultra V1310t light. If fluocone is present it will 
transmit light.- His other suggestion rctais the 
dye as it passes thro-ugh it. 
many suggestions have beet made rocentlyfor.using 
Inorganic substpnces(lsotpic or non-.,n for 
tracing, as only small amounts are required. Simple 

. chcmica1 tests. or a Geiger cur tar arc the mo..ns of 
detection However toke o.79 & 80 (1959)Nowe1ctter, I 
(Cfl4heed the paper by Miss ?xrn H.William$.She points 
but that many inarganic substarces are toxic to 
aàuatio life (both animal and p1nt);For oxrnp1e 
0.14 prts of CuSO24 in million parts of water are 
toxic to trout'. 
In Fbe1960 Tissjiô of he htD.C.Spe1oograhVa'.k'jTJ4i.) 
they discuss the usc of Ethancth2il(C.HSH)for trac-
ing n-ir movements in order, to find. cofTnctthg pass-
ages between two caves.. This is a very QdourQus comp. 

pound.. 


