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A TT31SSAGE FROM TIE-`3 PR SIDENT 

The following is an abbreviated version of the 
A.S.F. President's address at the opening of the 
annual committee meeting in Sydney in January. 

In the last few weeks I have heard criticism of A.S.F. from 
a number of sources. Some claim that A.S.F. has done very 
little while, strange to say, others claim that it is trying 
to do far too much'. These conflicting views arise not so 
much from misinformation as to what has been done, but rather 
from a misunderstanding of the aims of A.S.F.. The third 
Biennial Conference affirmed the role of A.S.F. as a loose 
affiliation of caving clubs, when it failed to pass S.U.S.S.' 
amendments designed to make A.S.F. a stronger, more central-
ised organization. 

Therefore, A.S.F. exists simply to promote co-operation bet- 
ween the clubs and to carry out their wishes. To those who 
criticise A.S.F. for insufficient activity, I wish to point out 
that A.S.F. has performed the wishes of the clubs as expressed. 
at A.S.F. meetings. The executive are ready to do more 
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than previously, if you wish, but the executive are not prepared 
to spend money on projects without prior approval of the clubs. 
The financially disastrous "Caving in Australia" publication of 
some years back, initiated without evol the C1Ubst 1owledge has 
blighted the finances of A.S.F. over s: ace. 

When your present executive assumed ofilco, it inerited debts of 
£50, largely the result of the Caving in Austral-  " fiasco, and 
£30 of unpaid back subscriptions owed by various elubs. The 
third Conference felt that, for two:ve months at least, the exec-
utive should concentrate on two pro;octs: firstly, stabilization 
of the finances and secondly, the in .intenance cf the News otter. 
This has been done, and i is good to know that for the first time 
in nearly four years, A.S.F. has sufficient funds to pay off all 
outstanding debts. This is ample vindication of the high 
capitation foe of 3/-  approved for 1961. A smaller foe should 
be adequate for 1962 now that •A,S.F. is out of the "red." 

What does the future hold for A.,$.11%? In addition to current 
activities, I fool it should assist and co-operato with that new 
body, the Australasian Cave Research Association, which has 
initiated valuable scientific research and proposes to publish a 
national journal of cave science, which will, inter alia, consid-
orably enhanco the reputation of Australian spoleology, 

Finally, I note a considerable docliro in the membership of some 
A.S.F. clubs. I fool this can be ascribed, in part, to insuff- 
icient publicity of the clubs' actilri-tios and aims. I don't 
advocate a crusade to swell the ranks of spoloclogists, but inter-
ested people can hardly be expected to join a club that they 
have never heard of 

Warren Pock, 
President, A.S.P. 

Note for Club Secretaries. 

So that the Juno issue of the Newsletter can roach everyone on 
time, please have reports, etc. to me by May 31st.. Also advise 
if you are receiving insufficient copies or too many, 

   

A.S.F. 1TSLETTER Page 3 

 

1962 

   

     

      

  

A.S.F. CONSERVATION co1'1ITT: 

  

      

Elory Hamilton-Smith was appointed convener of a Standing Comm-
ittee on Conservation of Caves by the recent committee meeting, 

and he says : 

Conservation is a burning subject with many of us. It involves 
many problems, and the first of those which we want to look at 

is the problem which arises out of our own activity as speloo- 

logists. Our actions as cavors are not always in the best 
interests of consorvation5 the publicity resulting from our 
activity loads to visiting of caves by non-cavors with further 
undesirable offects our opening of now sections or making 

caves oas7 to enter rondor caves accessible to those who wore 
proiouslY unable to cater. 

So vie have hero a problem and a responsibility. Not only are 
our caves of interest and value to the future, but they offer 
a storohCSO of knowledge to oven the prosont. Bad practices 
can cicstrcy this knowledge. 

Can members consider some of the following questions and let 

me have ideas or opinions ? 
How can we try to ensure that our own membors arc not guilty 

of damage to caves 
is a consor.atiofl code, to be made known to all now members 
(as in the N.S.S.) likely to be of much practical value ? 

What should be in such a code ? 
Are we over justified in making a cave easier to enter ? 
Arc we ovor justified in socking publicity for our efforts ? 

Why ? 
Should we publish or otherwise make 
Any suggestions on how caves can be 

ively than at present ? 
Details of damage to caves in your 

how this has occurrod. ? Could 
prevented ? How ? 

Address : E. Hamilton-Smith, Cl- Vict. Association 
Clubs, GisbornO Street, East MelbournO, Victoria. 

available cave locations? 
protected more effect- 

areas, with details of 
any of it have boon 

of Youth 
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TNTATflfl CoNFRDNCD ARRANGBIVONTS 

A.S.F. KBI]PSEY, 1962/1963 

26th December 1962  Commencing day. 

First day to be spent in meeting delegates and 
visitors and taking thorn to billets, hotels, camping 
grounds, etc. as they so desire - arrangements 
having boon made earlier. 

A central spot will be selected - such as the Post 
Office - whore K.S.S. will have members waiting to 
moot arrivals and show thorn to their digs. After 
visitors have settled in perhaps private arrangements 
may be made for personal visits to homes of K.S.S. 
members? 

"Stickers" will be made available to all people 
coming to the Conference to place on their cars 
this will assist in helping to identify A.S.F. 
members, and give publicity to the Conference. 

27th December 1962 - First day of Conference. 

Venue to be the Lemorial Hall, ICempsoy, Conference 
to start with the official welcome to Kompsoy and 
E--'clay District by the President of Macbay Shire 
Council, supported by the Jayor of Keisoy, Chairman 
of Macbay County Council and state member for 
Raleigh - all speeches to be SHORT. Starting time 
suggested is 11 am. 

At the end of the welcome, a short reply by President 
of A.S.P., followed by a buffet lunch served by 
K.S.S. ladies. 

After lunch, Opening of A.S.F. Conference by A.S.F. 
President or Deputy and welcome to delegates and 
observers by President of K.S.S.. 

About 2 pm. -- Business •. in hands of A.S.F. exec-
utive. 

5 pm -- Break for tea. Business again at 7.30 pm.  

28th December 1962 - Second day ofOonforence 

10 am to 12.30  pm -- Conference 
12.30 pm to 2 pm -- Dinner break. 
2 pm to 5.30 pm -- Conference and guest speakers 
5.30 to 6.30 pm -- Free time, to freshen up, etc. 
6.30 pm -- Assemble for Man's Dinner" A.at 
same place as Conference) to be followed by a 
social and entertainment arranged by K.S.S.. 

29th December 1962 - Third day of Conference 

lOam. to 12.30 pm -- Conference 
12.30 pm to 2 pm --- Dinner break. 
2 pm to 5.30 pm -- Conferonoe and guest spcakors. 
Night - being Saturday night, delegates and 
visitors will be taken to various Lacos of cntort-
ainmont around town by K.S.S. members. 

30th December 1962 * Fourth day of Conference 

To be arranged -- If the A.S.F. Executive 
prepares a lot of business, Conference goes on - 
if not, a picnic to a beach that has a cavot 

intensive programme, do1eates and others at 
will have the opportunity to visit many of the 
known to K.S.S.. Details of those trips will 
this year. 

The I(ompoy spoloos are going to no end of bother to. make this 
Biennial Conference the best yet. By publishing these details 
early in the year, the organizers hope to attract ovorsoas 
visitors as well as good roprosontation from all over Australia. 

Mo regret to announce the death of Eric Simpson, founder, 
secretary and mainstay of the British Spobeological Association. 
He took an active part in cavin# from his first trip in 1903 
until 1948 and r4±ained his interest in the work of the B.S.L. 
until his doth. 

Following this 
the Conference 
Caving systems 
be given later 



1962 A.S.F.T3LITTER Pag 7 

   

A.S.F. NVJSLETTER March 

   

Page 6 

     

    

Later, at the Cpcklobidd.y Cavo g  two members tried out an aqua-
lung at the and of the cave's 300 ft. long lake, and continued 
undorvrator for 80 foot into an unexplored. section. 

      

       

       

  

WHAT THE SOCIETIES ARE DOING 

   

       

        

As is the usual case, reports have been received by a small 
number of societies. The value of this section of eachI.S.F. 
Newsletter depends entirely on the reports received from each 
club. Unfortunately, the Publications Officer cannot create 
news -- it is entirely up to thq clubs to send the material. 

MORE RIVER EXTENSIONS IN BUCR[.N AREA 

Christmas trips of Sub-Aqua S.S. of Victoria have seen significant 
advances in both the systems in which the society is working, 
that is, the Pyramids system and the Scrubby Crook system. 

At Scrubby Creek, parties passing through the sump have pushed 
exploration along the underground crook course almost three 
quarters of a mile through rockfalls, vast halls and narrow 
pawsages, and are now temporarily halted at a difficult reek±'all. 
Numerous side passages have scarcely boon looked at. One 
interesting section of the crook course has boon aptly named 
"Trog's WalloT"; three hundrod yards long and unavoidable, it 
consists of heavy, hip-deep mud lubricated with not enough 
water to swim through. A promise of further extensions yet 
is the stream, which rises wholly underground and scorns just as 
strong at the far rockfall as it does at the cave entrance. 

In the Pyramids area, exploration in the cave known as Dalloy's 
Sink Hole has lod to two now sections along the underground 
course of the Murrindal River. However, a squeeze through 
unstable rock makes entering and leaving the cave fairly hazardous. 

W.A.S.G. EXPEDITION TO I'RJLLARBOR 

During Christmas 19619  four members of the West Australian Spoloo-
logical Group spent two weeks examing cave areas in the LA. 
section of the Nullarbor Plain. Using two Volkswagens, the 
party attempted to reach the limestone cliffs at the coast. This 
attempt failed, but on route a number of small holes with narrow 
solution-pipe entrances and small chambers were explored. 

Further east nr Madura, two shallow caves we visited. In 
one of these, .ome excavation resulted in removal of some 
bone and artolacte. In the other cavo, some holes blowing 
strongly were found, but no entry could be made. 

Climax of the trip waw a visit to the Vloebubbio and Abrakuxrio 
Caves near Eucla. In the well-known Woebu'obie Cave, one of 
the party dived beneath the terminal wall of the lake, and 
thirty feet beyond this point he could see the roof rising 
into a further chamber. A limited amount of lifeline prevented 
further exploration here. Members of the party believe that 
the trip gave them a good general look, as well as making them 
aware of problems for future trips. 

QUEENSLAND SPELEOS AT KEIIIPSEY 

In December 1961, a party of speleos from the University of 
Queensland visited caves in the Kompsoy district under the 
guidance of the Kompsey S.S. Main entry explored was the 
rugged Stockyard Creek region, and a number of pot-holes were 
descended, including Wall's Cave. 

It was in the vicinity of Wall's that an irterosting discovery 
was made. A small cave was accidentally found, and followed 
till it ondod abruptly in a large drop at least 80 foot deep, 
and impossible to descend without a ladder. The area was 
wet, and the party felt that it could load to a crook bed. 

Another cave of much current interest in the area is the 
River Cave, which is considered to be a drainage tunnel from 
a system further up inside the hill. The river passage is 
difficult to negotiate bocauo of cold water, siphons, and 
two series of small terraces. Near the end of the passage, 
entry can be made up into a chamber and branch passage leading 
to a crevice choked with formation. In February, this crevice 
was broken through, and the next formidable barrier is what 
seems to be an almost-impossible siphon. 
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UNSWSS AT w: JASPER 

After considerable work at Bungonia, it is a change to road of 
a visit to Woe Jasper by a small party from the University of 
N.S.'-1. society. On this occasion, the Goodravalo Caves (down:-
stream from the settlement) were visited, and reported to consist 
of many levels and series of mazes. Incidentally, the owner of 
the caves property charged the party two shillings per head for 
inpsecting the caves. 

Undoubtedly, we will hear much more about the Wee Jasper district 
in the near future, as this area has been chosen by the new Cave 
Research organization as a region of special investigation 

AUSTRA.LASIAN CAVE,  RSARCII ASSOCIATION 

At the annual A.S.F. committee meeting in Sydney last January, 
Dr. Aola Richards was present, representing the newly formed 
Australasian Cave Research Association (A.C.R.A.), whose members 
are scientists interested in special aspects of cave research. 
The publicised aims of the Association are threefold : 

1. To stimulate high-grade research into caves. 
2. To publish the results of such-research. 
3. To foster a±i•.aprociatiôn of the wider importance of 

speleology. 

A.O.R.A. has been invitod to complete formalities so that applic-
ation for A.S.F. society membership can be made at the Biennial 
Conference of A.S.F. next December. 

Unfortunately, there has been some delay in having the A.S.F. 
Newsletter registered for cheaper postal transmission. We had 
hoped that this issue would be available for cheap postage, but 
arrangements for registration are now under way with the G.P.O. 
in Sydney. 

Note. Those who met Trevor Shaw on his last visit here will be 
pleased to hear that Trevor is now Lt.-Commander Shaw and has been 
posted to H .S. Lion as Senior Engineer Officer. (Thanks, i.u.-s.) 

- 


