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P3TDE7,V0US IT YEiIPSEY 

Since the last iewslettcr was published, interest has  
quickened in the fort1eotning Cenference at Ketsey, N.5T.. The 
organiz'rs at KepaT;i have di-stributed to every society many 
applicetion blanks cg'thcr ;:th 

 
Cjr,'Le-cnco details and an 

introduction to thu cave arcas 02 5cteroat in the kaclesy va1ley 

flso, Bier: H&i1Lc'ciith  en app in. Conference 
Secrdtary, and has ci:uiatd a proposed agoiia and other detcels 
to Societies. 

P'ovided that t c:c; c gcd €p:'eaeictatioll from r2'ciber-coci cUes 
al over this CcP.fcenc3 could bc a liecitny stop 

forward in 11hc hi;tccy of the AT1 From khc point of viow 

of orga Latioi and praparsiian the Co:fe:erco would seem to be 
a 1aralTCeC$. suecaC, 3ut a great dual c.cpends Upon Zhe 
attitudo of ecUh delegate end celeo uhc ccni'es Many people 
over the years have expressed the thought that these Cenrerencec 
am toe full of dent-political unanglin The Confernco. 
Secretary is dedenvourng to ou a progranlee •;kich coIn•3nGrC3 
on cevng sri ', A_ch works in an etreoepiiere f h.-ieicny and common 

effct Bu everything dLor unon th •ic u. L. 

ike feel. nga of irie roCicui.'35 mb winl. eenn c :c. 



The survival of theL.S.F. depends a great deal upon the success of 
those biennial Conferences. The is, after ally  a federation 
of societies, and it can fulfil its only to e extent that 
societies euppdrt and take an interest in it. Lnd the extent to 
which societies support the L.S.F is dependent upon  the attit,ido 
and interest of you and me, the semers of those societies. Our 
presence at Kompsey this December will greatly influonse the iraieiate 
future of £ustrclian speleology. We will also get much help and 
enjoyment oursilvos. 

CON EBENCT PBOGRI - latest edition. 

Dec.26th. Opening Day, mainly taken up with meeting delegates and 
fellow speieos attending the Conference, and "settling in.11  
For those who will arrive early, a start on some near-at-
hand caves 'might be possible. 

Dec27th. 2.00 pm. (SH1) Conference opens. 
Co;mRittoe business during afternoon. Business to continue 
in early evening, followed by slides and reports-on-'recent 
discoveries. 

Doc.28th. Morning - Cqnmittee business. 
fternoon - Papers on caving technique and other matters 
of general interest. 
Evening - "Party Night" - members of K.S.S. will entertain 
visitors around town or in their homes, 

Dec.29th. Morning - Papers on cave areas visited. 
fternoon - Papers on cave science. 

Evening - Caveman's Dinner, followed by an address by 
Professor Voisey of the University of New England on the 
geology-of the area which we will be visiting. End 
evening with films. 

Dec.30th. Wind-up session of Conference. 
If business is finished early, a barbecue picnic tpBig 
Hill on the coast has been suggested by K.S.S. 

Dec,31s-t,, To the Caveat 

  

A.S.F. Nowsiotter, September 

  

Page 2 

   

  

1962 ..S.F. Newsletter Page 3 

   

     

     

The Victorian Cave Soc roil and Rescue Orgonizoti on 

Recognizing that caves can be a source of danger, not only to 
speleologit, but also to raembe:cs of the public, particularly 
children, who wander into th the members of the two Victorian 
speleological 0ociotie, VC.H.S end Sub-Aqua S.S. have joined 
forces to form a search and roscue organization (VC3kc) 

When an emergency occors, police or other persons immediately 
contact any one of four VCSR leaders, whose phone rr'ioo.:s bath 
at work and home are well publicizod in appropriate quartors 
Each of those four loaders is provided with a. list of instruct- 
ion, and knows iat to do when a call is roccived, an the 
steps in orccnizng the rescuo procedure. He also has a complete 
contact list cf VSR mombcrs 

The first of the four VCSt loaders to arrive at the emergency 
area autonatically bccoraes the leader of the rescue operation. 
Here another set of dctaild instructions guides him in dividing 
the seo-rchers into parties, each with a party leader and definite 
instructions. The leader must keep a complete register of all 
those engaged in the operation, and keep notes thereon of the 
current duty or position of each helper. Only the loader may 
give information to prose representatives, eta.. 

Each individual member of the VC31i has a list of instructions 
telling him what to do er what not to do, whore the meeting 
place is in emorcnay, a dotailod list of equipment which must 
be taken and ready for use, rules governing general conduct in 
the emergency, recognized signals, etc.. 

Other socieios desiring more details of this organization)  may 

contact the secretary -- Grehar.i D. Show, 14 Nicole Avenue, 
Dendenong, Victoria.. 

KP THOSE APPLICATIONS ROLLING IN I 

The organizers of the A.S.F. Kempsey Conference are anxious to' 
receive completed npplics'tion blanks as soon as possible. Col 
dartor 4 i1ait Kor2poy onld like t' !,a,:("cli fume in 

Q''' Ldditiouo.. one:' :tioe ore 



ASF. LIBRARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

Grottes dos Roram'io (Rumania -i Caves) 
A review by Mihai Sorban, losif Vichmonn, 
by Meridians-Editions, Bucharest, 1961 

This publication consists of an Di oduction to Rumanian 
speleology (29 pp terminology (9 pp), and a b:Lbliography of 3 ?ages, followed by 143 monotone ph3togrp!- illustrat:ng the various aspects of spoleology in Runianta Tha various ccctions of photog- raphs are grouped under such headings as : Karat regions; Surface 
K5 formations;,  paths of underground, water; underground 
1ast formations; oxplorati of the. depths; stalagmitic formations; 
cavern ice; aspects of speleological study; and From one cave to the 
other., The photographs are, for the most part, 8 by 101  in size 
and are of excellent quality. The text is in Fronch but as the 
publication is composed mainly of photographs this is not a major 
drawback. 

and Dan Conan; pul lished. 
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Following is an abstract of the Introduction, prepared by Hiss Dana 
Murphy of S.U.S.S. : -- 

This book traces the history of scientific speleology in the light 
of the life ofEnile G. Racovitza, aRumanian professor in zoology. 
The. following rough translation gives some idea of the first part of 
the book. 

"The progress of science, to the end of the last century, had 
given bb'th, by oppqsition to the older analytical disciplines, to 
a series o.f empirical disciplines, having as their aims the establish- 
ment in biology of the most general laws which would be able to make 
understood and explained the apparent dissimilar phenomena of the 
living world. One of the uen of science, who contributed to this 
new mode of research and study of nature)  was the Rumanian scientist 
Emile G. Racovitza It was he who participated in a decisive manner 
In the foundation-of a new empirical science, the science of caves 
called 'Speleology.t 

The life of Racovitza is outlined with special reference to his 
work dealing with underground cave zoology. In 1920, largely due to 
is efforts the Insti.tut do Spe1ologie at Cluj (the first in the  

1962 A.S.F. Newsletter Page 5 

world) was founded. It encouraged the scientific research 'of 
caves and employed zoologists primarily. These were professional 
speleologis'ts but he also paid homage to the work of amateur 
spe1eologists 

The latter part of the book deals with present day Rumanian 
speleology Eight cave ystous, including an icecave system 
are described. The physiography of the areas, hydrology researches 
(conteniporery and fosi1);  and isearch on formation of c':os 
and cave formations are dealt with,- as well as the fauna, fosil;  
"iiviu.g foEsill, and living of caves. This is all amply i1lus-
troteci by photos, so that oven if the worthwhile effort of trans-
lating is not undertaken, the photos are instructive and interesting 
in themselves. 

ABSTRACTS FRUN.S.S. NIS 

Wint~. Indicators Conrad, L.G. NSS News, fl, 1 (Jan.1962) 

PPo 
A snort paper describing air currents observed issuing from an 

abandoned aqueduct. A cubic capacity of approx. 8,000 to 
10,000 cubic yards was estimated, and wind issuing from this 
entrance during winter measured at 20 m.p.h. Temperature within 

the aqueduct was 500 F. while the external temperature was -150F. 

The wind was no longer observable when the external temperature 

rose to 150F0 

SomQld and New Tochniciues for Vertical Cavig Perora, T. 
NSSNEws, JOE, 2 (Feb. 1962), ppJ2-16; L, 3 (1viar. 1962) 

pp0 29-31. 
A paei. wiich deals with Anerican techniques of vert.cal 

exploration, dealing primarily with rappelling and prusik knot 

methods. A simple seat is dencribed, and ihre methods of 
rappollilig using a carabiner with brake, using two carabiners 
as an emergency system, or using three carabinel's. The classic 

prusik knot is detailed, along with the Bachmann and hlultimQte 

prusikitu Several methods of ascent using prusik slings are 
described and attention paid to the safety measures in these 

techniques. 
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News from all over. 

A party of five mnbcrs of Tasmanian Cavornecring Club hiked from. 
Naydena (Dorwent Valley) in June to examine a hole fond the previous 
summer. The hole was relocated and penetrated to a depth of forty 
feet. The cavo go m in'tIior end. cni.argij Let time ad lack of 
equipment prevented further exploration0 A number of other uroiaising 
holes were noted in this region, o further reports may ho expected. 

From Darwin, the newly institued Doriin Spoleological Group is 
proposing to prepare for issue a publication dealing with caves and 
cavig in the Hortho'r Territor; (Plc their hets Production 
of this depends very much on cost, and the Group would like to get 
some idea as to how many people would. be  interested in puroh'sin 
copies. If you are interested in the ventnre, contact the 2ocictv, 
C/- Bill Walsh, 4  Manton Street, Darwin. N,T.. 

The A.S.F. Librarian has for sorao time been pieparing a punch card 
system for the abstracting and subject index o articles cia' publie-
etions. . This is a bigger job than most of us realise, but witen 
complete, it will be very valuable for locating articles, as punch-
cards offer many advantages in information retrieval. 

Gordon Bain, president of Port Moresby S.S, reports that the cciety 
has not been very active during tho first half of this OOIo howovar 
a society member who is also a. teacher at the Port Moresly High School 
has organized a Trail Club to ancuuego school studcns to onjoy hash-
walking and caving... The P.M.SS has taken some members of the Trail 
Club on two caving trips, and hopes that when they leave High 3ohool 
they will become active members of the Spelso ocioty0  As most of 
us know, Gordon Bain.visitod most of the Australian states earlier this 
year, and he wishes to pass on his sincere thanks to all Australian 
spoieos who helped to make his caving holiday interesting and 
beneficial. 

Although those techniques are not favoured here, and appear to 
offer no advantage over our normal ladder methods, a knowledge of 
the prusik technique may well prove valuable in emergenaies. and 
so these very detailed articico rcpay  fUll,  atomtiou 

mn Cave Tesc',e 

 

Cram., M. N33 Nees, )C 3 (1I 1962) p27 

a member of an exolecing party had dislocated an aria 
hile chirneyng, an attempt was usda to leave the cave without 

calling outside help This was unsuccessful, and resulted in 
extreme pain to the victim. A doctor was able to be called to 
the caves  injected an analgesic, corrected the dislocation and 
taped the arm to the victim!  s body. He was then able to "climb 
out od the cave with little assistance. 

A Mi cro-Velçci tv £eraoraete. Whites  Thomas E. N53 News, XX 4 
(Apr.1962) pp.4.6-45 

One of the problams encountered with measuring air movements 
in caves is that it has not been possible to accrato1y determine 
the velocity of the very slight movements occurring. Conventional 
hand anemometers not only lack the sensitivity and wide range, 
but are not sufficiently rugged for cave use. The author doscrbes 
a.-circuit using a boad-te thermomistor coupled with a 'Wheatstone 
Bridge circuit and using a micro-arameter to measure the change 
in voltage as the resistance of the thermistor changes with the 
air movements. 

(Note - This circuit has already been built and tested in 
Victoria, and it is planned to use it in a forthcoming study of 
cave climates,) 

Moulis Subterranean Laboratory. Moore, George W0 NSS News, 
XX, 5 (May 1962), pp.58-59. 

A brief description of the famous underground laboratory at 
]'ioulis, France, with photographs and a plan of the layout. 

  

The above abstracts from NSS News were 
prepared by Elery Hamilton-Smith (v.C.E.S.) (ASF. Library abst'acts are continued on page 7). 
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OQNSERWTION IN UEEjJSLAND 

In a recent issue of IjDown Under", the University of Queensland Speleo-
logical Society supplied a brief report on a pro1ili of cave consc'V-
ation in the well-known Mt Etna cave region close to Rockhampton. 
During a one-week visit to this are-a, society mombe:s saw quarrying 
operations which are endangering covoc Approaches to the Queens-
land National Parks association and to the state lanes and Londs 
Departments are being made. The society would appreciate support 

from all possible sourocs. 

During the visit to Mt. Etna the society conducted a preliminary 

survey for later work, cud o summery of the report eppcans in 
"Di 

Under." Incidentally, i1as Teach of this society is conducting 
an introductory survey of 11thc attitude towards caves and cavingt 

by, pele3logiSt and personal quostionaires have boon distributed 
to many societies in this connection. iisa Tesoh would like to 
have these blanks back as soon as possible, and she hopes to havQ 

a report on th survey for the Conference in Doceniher. 

flEWS FROM THE NO?.THERxI TEIP.ITORY 

The new Darwin Spelologiccl Group has produced its third nowdettcr, 
which includes a report on the ceving potential of the Penton area 
near Darwin While the caves o the Katherine district have cftcn 
received attention and invastigaton diri:g recent yor.:7  •wro hac 
boon little previou invostigatioli of tho cac3 nca2 to ruin The 
Group's first trip to Fenton 1c to the discovery of the Gec Cay.., 
containing niuch Cc:on. Dioxide,  and a cubseoucut visit iins rovcalci 
possibilities provided that a dangconu eerthroofed squeJze can ho 
safely negotiatod A numbor of other bolos in the ores have boce 
indexed on a surfaca uop, and one cf these is rich in Lrn s-c orisI, 
The Group ia taking stops to procure a floxb1e ladder hofura making 
another trip to Fcnton 

The present attemp y three peep-lo (originally four) to bred: tho 
recently-set world record for staying uudsrgrourd hes reeevod ruch 
pub-licity. Unforturatoly, nov:popors give the in:rcc::1 '-'n that th 
members of the party are rcccgriod 1r is c not se 
)n1y one o the rart, leader Pc.r:.en, rs oe 'ceerj 
rreviousJr The-  hso chosor one of tL hotoo ) O![ 

neieascnt eaves in tJe world • tho toer hc fO 
nxranca 


