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Number I?0r1y One -- September 1 968 

A. ,F • flE'1SLETTER MTS TRALIMT 
SPELEOLU GI CAL 

FEDERATION' 
Editorial-: Whither us? 

IT CAN 1T SAID ,WITEL A REASONABLE DEGREE CI CERTAINLY, JRT BY NOW 
THERE IS A LITTLE CRITICI11 OF TTTT AF NEWSLETTER. BUT TFORE 
SHOUTING Si , LET US LOOK BACK ON SOLE FACTS. 

TIM, IiPORTANT ASPECTS OF A NEtISLETTER ARE FREQtJENCY,WHICR. SHOULD 
BE CONSISTENT; PBESENTATION,JHICR IS DECIDED BY 'I'H PUBLISHER-us-
AND CONTROLLED BY AVAILADLI? BUDGET AND FACILITIES; AND CONTENT, 
WT4TCLL IN THIS CASE IS SUPPLIED BY THE COLLECTIVE U-5- 

FIRST9= QUESTION OF FREQUENCY. THAT WE ALE NOW WElT BEHIND 
SCHEDULE CAN LT ASCRIBED TO A FEW WELL DEFINABLE REASONS ,WRICa 
COULD BE OVERCOI•E PROVIDED NO LBE SCUTTLING OCCURS AN UNDER-
TAKING WAS GIVEN AT A COITFEREffCE THAT THE  BACKLO G WOULD DL ELII4-
IIJATED 9  ATW THIS PRO IIISE STILL HOLDS. 

AS FOR PRESEIITATION,IF ANNE CAN DO BETrp1R 2 Y ARE VERY WELCOiE 
TO COUE FORUflL AND DO IT-NOT SUGGEST-PHYSICALLY DO IT.. 
NOW,ThE IIORTANT ASPECT9 00NTENT. IT IS HTGHLY UNLIIcTY THAT THE 
EDITOR ALONE DOES ALL CF THE IEA.NINGFUL SPELECLOGICAL WORK UNDER-
TAKEN IN THTS COUITTRY;IiIS OWN CAVING EFFORTS WCULD PROBABLY IiAia 
VERY UNINTERESTING RE,  ADING. EVEN LESS LIKELY THAT EDITOR CAN 
BE IN EVERY CAVE IN TFTX, COUNTRY EVERY DAY TIMOUGEDUT 'H1 AR, 
OBSERVING AND BErORT.INn ANY WORT[IWTTTLE ACTIVITY. SO THE  WNNT 
IS SOUtT FROM ALL SOURCES ILADE AVAILABLE TO THE. EDITOR; IF IT HAS 
TO BE ABSTRACTED•,THEN DISTORTION OR OVER-CONDENSATION HAY OCCUR. 
1,11102E FAULT. IF THE CONTENT IS NOT ALL IT COULD. BE 

AND TO (TILOSE, WOULDN'T IT TTh A SHOCK IF IllIERS OF THE FEDERATION' 
COIETED FOR THE GREAT HONOR OF THIffG tNEWSLETTER STAFF  
NO, WE ARE NOT. COLAINING, WE ARE DARING AND DiYIffG. 

SF ASF ASF ASP ASF ASF ASP ASF ASF ASP ASP ASP ABE' ASF ASP ASP ASP ASP ASP ASP 

STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STOP PRESS STLI 

FEDERATION HOW OWNS A DUPLICATORS 
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DOiIT UI.ER ALL OVER 

CAI'RRA SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Trip-s to- Abe.rcrombie.,'Bendathera, Bungonta, Co.Ienan, Rosedale 
and Wyanbere, 

Aber c.roiibie. 
lioving aiay from their,  usual stamping grounds, 8 members 

of the Society visited Abercrombie Caves, Cays entered w the 
Grove., Bushranges and any as ll- as the 11ain Arch, A large 
fissure above the, Grove Cave was entered to' a distance .f '/ft. but 
became to'ci tight for' further,  descent. Some surface tro"gging, ws. 
al z-4 carried out without any s.gnificant. finds. 

Bendathera 
16 members spent seve.raT days at Bendethera, 8 walking the 

ten mij,es in, the rest negotiating fire trails in. three Landro'vers. 
Canp was sat up on. Flagpo'ie Flat and ar.L attack irrade on. the. EffL2x 
but without success. A 210ft. pot was located and explo red , 
whilo another cave., thought tr be Gin. Cave, located. Seven, other 
pct-.holes were located, the deepest being 90 feet. The sump  in. 
River Cave, 200ft. upstream, was. dived ' a distance. 0f 12ft, and 
axi air-space noted.. It was however, too narrow to allow the diver 
to surface. ]ones for identification. were collected in several caves, 

iungonia 
rrnp trip in. February descended the Drum, but was stopped by. 

foul. air in the crawiway at the bottom f the 1 3+ft, entrance pitch. 
A further trip, this time intQ thEy Grill Cave where a member (an as-
thmatic was affected by a T5 concentration of carbon di-oxide. •ver 
6Cft, below the surface. His condition was such that he had to' b 
rescued by other member's of the party. He was revived within the 

cave with the use of oxygen- from equipment. being used by members cf 
Sydney Speleological. Society who were conducting foul-air experiments 
in the. cave.. 
In- 3ine.,ano"the.r trip to Bungoni.a.was the.. initiation of several. fe- 
male membirs to caving. B1.6 was entered and a descent made. down. 2 
pitches and through se.ve.ra]. tight squeezes until a vote by the pros-
pective, members initiated a return to the surface. 

Colenan Plains 
History was repeated in January when surveying in i'u.r- 

ray Cave, was carried past the third water trap for a distance. .f 700 
f.et, bringing the survey to a length of 12C.(ft. Signatures we.r 
discovered in this section. containing the names of S.uthwe.11,Oldfield 
and. ioore with the. date. 23-11-.C2, and Cramble.,Sheedy and haley and 
the dates 12-1+-19C3 and 113-+-19O3. It appears that this section 

the cave has. not been.. open Lsirlce this date as no other signs of 
entry could be. found. Progress further into the cave has been 
blocked by a ro'ckf all and a fissure. near th 3 sung was located by 
radio diractien. finding equipment as being below a urfacc cloiine, 
A paper on. this section. of the. cave, has b.en. prpare.d. 
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Rosed1e (Buiyan) 
One. trip to Rosedale to take pho to graphs of the excellent.

' 
xc& en4 

for-mations In this cave, Several hours were spent inthe cave, 

Wyanben.e 
A final survey to complete the main traverse of the main 

cave was made during February. The to taJ length of the cave now 
stands at 2700ft. Several side passages have yet to be survey-
ed and wall and floor details completed, 

HIGfILAED CAVING TXTIP  

New Years Day weekend was spent. at Abercrombie; basically a 
famfliarisation trip, however, investigation was made o f a poss.-. 
ible excavation site, and the drainage patterns sti.tdied. 

Easter was spent at Cliefdem, where excavation. In the Lock Cave 
revealed another 2ft, of passage. A trip to the same area in. 
June wa a joint trip with. OSS ,UNSWSS and i'ISS with little achived 
other than, some mapping in. C132-3, a solution passage. 

At the end of June, . a cave rescue practice was held at Bungonia. 
The venue was kept secret until the Friday iight, resulting in 
relatively poor attendance Despite this, rescues were atteinp-. 
ted ..n J37', the Gril Cave an. B31, In, B37,,a series of tight 
vertical and sloping f is sures, the I injuryt was a broken leg, 
caused by a fall in a loose rock pile. The tp  atientt was manha-
ndled towards the entrance, the whole system being too tight to-
permit use of stretchers or splints, Paink....Ung 11 TRURNE  111 ,  avail-
able on the trip Q  would have been used on an. actual rescue,as fur 
ther abrasive injury in such a rescue wonl d be inevitable. An 
observation, at the time ,was that blankets and air-beds cou1 d be 
spread over sharp edges,over which the victim would have to be 
dragged. 
The next rescue was in the Grill Cave, The tinjury was a. broken 
ankle and forearm, a resplt of a 12ft. fall the location being 
below the Crystal Palace4  First on the scene was a first aid off- 
icer, who applied arm and leg airaplints. The patient was  
marthandi ed ou.t lifting by rope at pitches. At each such. lift, a 
climber on a ladder guided and protected the patient. The complete 
trescuel was accomplished in exactly two' hours. 
The third venue was at the top of the third pitch in B31,to try 
and gain. experience in the typical situation of an awkward stueeze 
at the top of a pitch.. Altogether, the exercise proved to be, 
very useful in.. gaining eperieme in many cave rescue technicjues, 

0000000.0000000 0000000000 
0000000009000000000000000 

3 



A.S.Y. IILWSIJTTDR 

No,  1A 

IQiSY SPEIiOLO GICL SO CJJTY 

Trips to Big Hill, Kemps Pinnacle, Temagog, Windy Gap, Yessabah nd 
i5it3 frotil the Neycastle Technical College Caving Club, Newcastle 
University Speleological Society, University of 2ueensl.d Speleo-
logical- Society and a lone meniber from Canberra SpeleologicaL Society. 

Big jill.  

These three trips were aimed at  introducing meers of other 
oranisations.in  the Ke.psey district such as the Lionts Club to the 
art of cavIng. On one trip, 120 people were progressively shown. 
through the iaiGs Creek Cave, 

Kemps PinnacL 
hilt not, caving, this trip appeared to  be excellent 

practice for some  of the scrub bashing necessary in the Kempsey area. 
(emps. Firma ce 0 mlls west of Kempsey in the Great Dividing 
flange and is some 3870ft.. above sea level. An approach was made via 
A trail was c-Lut,  into and out of the Pinnacle with macheCtes until. 
the base of the PimiacI.e was reached. The climb to  the top of the 
Granite Peak was relatively easy except for the loose stones which 
proved hazardous to the lower liiubers. Spectacular views abound 
of the hacleay Valley, the coast, the Northern and Western T.abiarids 
and the valley 2000f't, below. Threatening weather forced an early 
retirement, 

Windy Ga 
Investigations were carried further in a new cave at  Jindy 

Gap. The cave was bo ttomed at an. estimated depth of 200 feet, 
Several, new areas of limestone have been located by surface trogging. 
with some small potholes and caves and a further efflux. 
During Eastsr, USS visited the area and located several new caves. 
A cave closed during construction of a road during World War 2 was 
relo(tCed but not re-pned, Col's Cave was visited and ueens- 
J and Cave discu'vtred. he Crystal Cave was also visited and a 
further OU:tt., added to the known length of the fli.ver Cave. 
In. June, an. assult- was made o. the Efflux and holes discovered on 
the trip previously mentioned. Some 6 ieroflS from KSS assisted 
by members of NUSE armed with, vast quantities of excavating equip- 
ment tackled the job. A hole above the EfiJiix was opened. The 
cave proved to be a single pasag oiily looft. long with several. 
blocked leads going downwards. No cinection could be made with 
the Liflux, 

Temagog 
In unnamed cave at. Temagog has been. extended a further 300ft, 

using explosives. After a false start in which the gelignite fail- 
ed to explode due to a wire break, a narrow squeeze was opened up 
sufficiently to  alloy access. Progress was again stopped by a 

rther constriction. 
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Yes s ab ah 
This trip introduced members of Newcastle Technical College 

Caving Club to the area. Six caves were visited. 

00 0c'C 00000000060 

OhAJGI SPI:LLOLCGICJL S OCILi 

OSS was the host society for the ASP Committee Conference in Jan-
uary 1968, the meeting being held at the Technical College, with a 
field trip to Cliefden Caves. 

Over the New Year week-end, a joint trip rith NSA was held at Tug-
low where all members became familiar with the whole of the main 
cave, aid suitably celebrated the occasion. 

Ciher trips were held to Sancc's Hle, Canomadine, 1t. Carmel and 
Columbine, the lava caves at It. Canobolas, but mainly to Cliefden. 
At the latter, the classic story of the man and his dog was proved 
to be true, under amusing circumstances. Having heard the story, 
(i.e. Tog chases rabbit, falls into hole, posts lowered to help dig 
escape, dog disappears) the relevant hillside was thoroughly exam- 
ined. Giving up, the property owner was returning to his house 
v?hen he slipped into an undiscovered hole. An examination if the 
hole showed that there was, in fact, a fencepost and a skeleton of 
a dog inside. I.uch effort has been put into further excavation 
of this, the 1iarrigal Cave. Cther caves visited include Cliefden 
i:ain, Bondero. and Trapdoor. 

6 Ci100 000666006 

SKDY SPELEOLOGICAL SCIETY 

The past few months have seen much activity in SSS. Although 
the usual Christmas breaks have pribably cut down trip numbers, 
this has been compensated in the chances for trips to go further 
afield and members have been to such places as New Zealand. 
Back in the State, work has continued on the long term projects 
and in running exploratory trips to small aid less important cav- 
ing areas. Interest has of course been high in Bungonia and a 
large number of trips have been taken there. 

Jenolan 
Further work has been carried out in the project of map- 

ping Nammth Cave. The area under attack has been the extremo- 
ly complicated section between Central Level Lake and the Rail- 
way Tunnel. This part contains a multitude of tunnels leading 
off in all directions. A traverse has been completed through 
and the filling in of details is under way. Lammoth has also 
been the target of photographic trips, the Golite sections and 
lower level river area receiving most attention. 
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bungonia 
This is the, area which has has most trips with the :fflux as 

usual occupying most of the time and energy. Five trips have gone 
digging and removing earth,and latterly,the pr~nciple of the syphon 
has been involved in the form of 220ft, of 31nch rigid PVC pipe. 
Tith this ipe, the figures of 20-300 gpm. water removed have been 
recorded, although due to complications, the bottom has not yet been 
reached. The plateau has received some attention in the form of 
digging trips to r 21. This is a sinkhole near the recently opened 
322 and is showing considerable promise. 

ee Jasper 
i. photo raphic trip ws taken to the Dip and nphhowl Caves 

:;3urrinjuck (Cow Flat Creek) 
This very seldom visited, area (normally below water level 

of ..:urrinjuck Da:.) was mapped and fully explored. The predinant 
feature of the caves was a 2-31t. layer of soft mud which encrusted 
every thing and made progress somewhat slow. 

Tarrangobilly 
recent trip has been made to an area close to Tarran-

gobilly, it is located on the upper reaches of Jounama Creek. 
various points in the area there are streams going underground and, a 
balance of the water is getting to arrangobilly River s time on 
this trip was short it is planned to do further work with tracers 
such as fluorescein. 

Cow Flat 
This area was visited and several caves located and mapped. 

The area, although having nich limestone is not rich in caves and 
the ones found were rather small and largely devoid of formations. 

'Th'?
UJ "T' ir CL'Y 't)I r  

J '.'-iJ'  1' c -r 
J. J1J.i, )L.i  

Chef den 
During a visit to Taplow Flat Cave in January, a new exten 

sion, entered through a five foot drop and a soueeze was discovered. 
Lurer trips were held to nap this cave, 6Oft. being surveyed in 
February. ifl. prii, with two mapping parties, the survey was ex- 
tended to 2300ft. In ust, another OOft. was surveyed and a 
new 20Oft, extension discovered. 

ee Jasper 
Visits were made to the area for trip leader training , 

followed by a Freshers trip. 
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Jenolan 
In December a party discovered a new cave located near 

Wilburd. Lake Cave. After a 25ft.chimney, a narrow passage led 
to a chamber approximately 50ft x 30ft apparently terminating in 
a rockpile, but a further smaller chamber was entered, with a 
30ft. (approx.) pitch at the far end. 

Wyanh e ne 
In April, a combined trip with CSS was held to carry out 

studies of serpentine passages. Twr members sustained sprained 
ankles, but the remainder pushed on into the new extension, includ- 
ing a visit to the Gun Barrel. This is a large dome pit, 
with water-carved rifling" down the walls. All limestone has 
been removed, the collapse material on the floor being black 
cherty material, some conglomerate and slatey material. 

B uc haL 
At Easter, 20 members visitod Buchan in Victhria, in con- 

junctin with members of VSA. Visits were made to Trop, 
Hope's Cave, Didgeridoo Cave, Da1le's Sinkhole, Sub Aqua Cave, 
Wilson's Cave, Lilly Pilly, Anticline Cave and Pyramid Galenatnine. 

Yarrangoilly 
In June, a party visited the area to report gn the 

possibility of installing gates on some of the caves on the plat- 
eau. Despite the snow and. ice conditions, visits were made 
to Jast Deep Creek, East and West Eagles Nest and Eyrie. 
A report was furnished as requested. 

Cooleman 
At Eater, a party visited the River C ave found the 

downstream siphon dry, and managed to cxplore approximately 1050 
feet of passage, to where the river disappears in a narrow earthy 
passage. Inscriptions were found, dating back to the turn of 
the century. 

WESTLRN LUSTR LIA EEGICAL G0UP. 

Trips to the South-West, Namban River and Yanchep. 

Namban River 
This area is situated 120 miles North of Perth. 

Seven members attended a trip in February which was a mixed 
miscellanea of surface trogging, to relocate known caves, 
search for new ones and to collect specimens of cave life, cave 
minerals and bone material. Super Cave was entered this 
being sel.cted as a site for further studies and a survey of 
the cave prepared. Sainpis of phosphate minerals, tones and. 

t 
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fauna ware. cl1ected. 

Naarby an unnamed cave, was located containing excellent formations, 
phosphate and bone deposits. The cave is to be . gated as some 
evidence, of vandalism was no'tad, 
We.tons. Cave was entered and has been mined for phosphates., the. rat 
ways remaining, Other caves entered were Pretty and Quondong 
Cavas and. several. unnamed caves Some. good formations were noted 
as were bats: and Iwetas, In. Qurndbng Cavo, stalagmite drip pits 
were friund and sanpLas of. moonmilk collected. for particle s:ixe det- ermination.

- 

In: April., a further trip again: spent. some, time surface trogging the. 
area, I-o're holes were located but none gave access to caves ben- 
eath, however, stones dropped down: a group of holes indicated caves 
underneath, as they could be heard to fall into water and mud in sev eraL cases, 

South. West. 
Only ona trip: is reportad to this area, 200 miles South

of Perth., and is situated.in the. Boraniup area, One cave visit- 
ad was E1I.ensbrook River Cave where a compass and tape. survey was carried out and sor.ia general. caving indulged upon.. Mammoth eava Doline was investigated and Conference Cave visited as was Witsh- cliffe. Cave,, In. CrystaL Cave. efforts were. made to locate n ex- 
tension reporteil in the. past.. This-  was not located, however, 
another exthnsic-n. consisting ç a he.au±ifuL grotto of white. crystal. 
formation- was discovered. Rock dams' wene. built, to' prevent rubble 
from a rockpila encroaching on the grotto and the, entrance. sealed, 

Yan chap. 
Two-  trips to,  Yànchep Caves vñ'aria surveying has been carried out in. Road. Cave., an attempt: made. to link Boomerang Gorge Cave, and 

Silver: Stocking Cave s A smaIJ extension was, found in. a smaT7 
cave above. Water Cave, and so-me. bones 'iolle.ctd. Several other- new holes were located, and entered, 

0 00t0Oo 00000 

Change your address recently? 

How about lietting the. ASF know the new address tooi 

Send a copy of  it: to: The. Newsletter Manager 

PU, Box 388 

B ro athray 

New South Wales 2007 
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