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IF YOU .iEREN'T AT THE A.S.F. COHEEHENCE AT GOOLWA THEN 
YOU'RE NOT GOING TO READ MUCH ABOUT IT HERE. THERE VAS NO 
WRANGLING ABOUT CONSTITUTION, M&BERSHIP OR PUBLICATIONS. 
DE-SPITE ITS GEOGRAPHICAL PROBLEMS, THE FEDERATION IS ON 
THE HOVE AND NO LONGER HIBERNATES FAOi YEAR TO YEAR. TEE 
A.S.F. HANDBOOK, THE BIGGEST AND MOST AMBITIOUS PUBLICAT-
ION IN TEE HISTORY OF AUSTRALIAN SHELEOLOGY, IS OUT, THE 
CONIRENCB PROCLDINGS WILT B TRANSCRIBED AND PUBLISHED 
FOE THE FIRST TD —J. THE FEDERATION :ILL BE DIRECTLY 
REPRESENTED AT THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS IN GERMANY 
AND AT THE MEETING OF THE II'1TARNATIONAL UNION OF SPETO-
LOGY, CAPITATION FEES REMAIN THE SEf. 

JUST ABOUT THE ONLY THING STAGNANT ABOUT A.S.F.  IS 
THIS NEWSLETTER, AND IF YOU THINK YOU'RE GOING TO READ 
MUCH ABOUT THAT HERE, YOU'RE WRONG AGAIN. THERE WILL BE 
NO EAPLANATIOHE IT'S NOT MY FAULT OR RESPONSIBILITY THAT 
IT 15  LATER THAN EVER, THERE JILL B NO PONTIFICAL 
PRONOUNCE!ENTS AT THIS STAGE. AND THERE WILL, I TRUST 
BE NO COMPLAINTS UFEIL THE NE/SLETTER IS REUABILITATBD.  
THERE IS JUST ONE STATEMENT OF POLICY I WOULD LIKE TO 
MAKE. THE NEWSLETTER STAFF OWES ITS MAIN RESPONSIBILITY 
TO THE FELLOW EIO PAYS--- THE INDIVIDUAL CAVER. NOT HERELY 
TO THE SOCIETIES ?HO FORE THE COKTITTEJ OF THE FEDERATION. 
SO  IF THERE ARE ANT COMPLAINTS OR SUGGESTIONS ABOUT STYLE  
OR CONTENTS, THE EDITORIAL STAFF IANTJ TO HEAR THEM. FROM 
INDIVIDUALS PREFEB.iLBLY. AND OUR OVERSEAS EXCHANGE CONTACTS 
WILL NOT BE FORGOTTEN. THEY TOO V/ANT TO READ ABOUT fflAT 
AUSTRALIAN CAVING IS DOING. NOT E}IAT ITS REPRESENTATIVES 
ARE SAYING. 

     

   

NOTICES 

 

A.S.F. CoL::ITTEE MEETING 

    

The next Committee Meeting of the Australian Speleological Federation 
will be held in Melbourne on 24 - 25 January, 1970. Host Society will 
be the Victorian Speleological Association. Details later. 

E :/5 LETTER PRODUCTION 

This issue of the Newsletter was edited by John R. Dunkley and 
produced by an Editorial Committee consistinG of Edward G. Anderson, Evalt 
Crabb, J.R.Dunkley, Jeanette Parkes and Norm Poulter. 
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NELY AFFIL1kTBD: SOC IETIES 

At the Committee iieeting held in conjunction with the Goolwa Conference 
two societies rre admitted to membership of the Federation. Both have been 
very active in th eriod -erior to their becom.ng  affi ted. A brief 
outline of each Society seems an approiDriato way both ofelcoming them to 
A.S.P. and of diselling the air of aloofness -?ith which many of us regard 
unaffiliated grous of cavers. 

-Ije •owitr' :s s' eoo ice c' i•  

The Blue Moi'.ntains Se1eoloical Club began in 1965 with a group from 
the Glenbrook - lu:lnd area. Lembers now total 242 the average one is 
aged 26 and maied. there .re  also several sub--junior potential rosieot-
ives. 

The Club be!C 12 official trips in 1967 and 20 in 1958. Tu.lo h--,s 
been the most visiteC,, area and h ,s been thorouhly e::amined. At the western 
and of the main lirestone outcrop a C.: ye centainin, well--preserved soft 
"aeon-milk as d.iscoered.. There 'e:a far signs of previous visitors, In 
- rjntex 196 an at -- ant to reach Hollanders iver was defeated br snow but a 
lter'trip amore ecesfi.-. •-AtJnolan the seldom .Visited . et±me 
southern and eastern outcrops have been explored. In September 1968 a long 
search located. a sei11c ye on the north bank of Harry's River 2  about 40?  up 
a blackberry oovred hill iembers are -scisting in collection of bones and 
other material for the australian I:useum. 

The club :iouenal Do:n Under has had one issue. From the neat issue 
on its name will be chanecl to 0olit' to avoid confusion with the Ne s-
letter of the University of ueensLaid beleolojcal Soeit 

•:j u c c t':aiverj-tw' c 

The iTatioial Univority C.- vin,-,, Club was formed on 5th Harch, 19642  and 
became affiliated. .rith the University Sports Union. Average meifoership is 
30 and there's plenty of activity. For e:.arilo 2  in 1966 ther were 28 trips 
and. some 19 arsas ere visited from 1964-67. Perhaps the best .:ork has been 
done at Bunyan (Rosebroolc) near Cooma 2  an outcro. largely ignored by the 
older clubs. SDeiCograffiti is a refreshinly original naao for a club 
newsletter ..ncl has appeared reielarly for over five years. 

"The best caves are those without entrances"
-- Murphy, 1035(?) 
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President Grahame Nelson has obtained a positin in Puerto Rico 
B S C and hopee to et in some c vin, in the Rio Camuy Several 

sessions hve been held in Glenbrook Gorge, including 
some at to simulate c ye c3nditions 9  and a film night was held on 
cviri' and. climbin 

Highland has had a zjuiet oriod with activity centered mostly at 
H C C- Bungonia Insianificant b39 was extended in conjunction with 

S. iTeotiations aie under way to merge the Uanderers 
Cavi Group (Canberra) with HCG. A ladder safety harness has been 
d.evejoed and a combined trip with VUC to an abandoned silver mine a 
Toloi':as sta.ed. 

Some joint trips have been held with 3J,SC A general revit-
alization of the Society is evident this year .  

President Greg Tracy reports a good year. Several digs are 
0 3 under way,  notably "arrial" or "Do's Body" at Cliefd.en7  and. 

- exploratory trips went to Ut Carmel at Jdflington and to 
Sanc's oJ.o at Ut David. A forcsty comoass has been aurchased and mapping 
orojetc sem likely.  

Some "hard reembers cved in the Ut Owen area of South Island, 
S S B Uovr 5aa1and 9  while some "softies' looked around. the iaitomo area 

of lTorob Island All reorted marvellous hositality and "vast 
innuables waitine-  to be discovered. ITear Hamilton they arrived just in 
time to assist in the rescue at Ga::loner l5 Gut The third issue of Co -rnun-
icatic Occasional ia ers has aaearad 7  devoted soisy to Chillagoe0 

- This year set a new record. with 78 new prococtives signed up 
S U S S in Orientation Ueok About 0 wont on the annual freshers trip 

-- -- and 15 or so n a field day to the sea caves at Avalon and. Palm 
Beac -Fell known cving id ntity and former editor of the aSF :Tjsletaer 
Ted. Aeson vis elected President followind the residnion of John Dunkley 
to go 'Overseas 

Tith a record intake of new members this y31,1r the Society now 
UHSTTS boasts 17 full members 9  10 associates and 25 rosectives. with 

- -- 35 participants7  the freshers tric to Cliefd.on also set a record 
fo the society 
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Bu.ng-onja 

The NOS,7O Co-ordination Committee organized another successful "clean 
up" of Bungonia in February. About 50 members of 9 societies managed to 
collect 80 cubic feet or so of rubbish which was later removed by arrange-
ment with 'Mulixarr-JQ Shire Council. 

S0SS0 has continued work on the efflux. Early in January An attempt 
was made to lower the previous record -19' water level. After initial 
difficulties2  the syphon was set working on a Satur6ay niht. As expected, 
by early Sunday .;fternoon the water harT dro-pped to -13' Another Soto'i 
of pire was fitted and the water level continued to fall to -21 

' At this 
roint it unaccountably rose 1' and remained static, The effluxians gave up. 

The 34-5 e::te:asicn was entered by SOhOSO and an attempt macis to Qlimb 
a steep mud slope beyond the lake. A group from Gyrcea Big-h School 
Geological Society found water in the low s:ueeze of 34-5 in January. They 
also re-port three `70:-z' in the drill, cla±nly in costume, two barefooted 
and the other vrell ohoci in sandals. 

Some b,iws found in B37A (:rovisional reference) by BOMOSOC. and M.S.S. 
were sent to the Australian Museum. 

Church Creek 

A lara'e rcue from SOSOSO sent a:Ll of one clay chor-cia-ig and hacking 
their way throub the Blue Mountains after bush fia.es had droed many logs 
and branches across the tracks to Church Creak. hier. Lewis Cave (CC6) 
w-s surveyed and come digs cowieeced, 

Cliefden 

The U.NOS.MOSOS. freshers trip was the Society's largest ever, 
CliefcLen Mail Cave was visited, with the not uncommon discovery that finding 
your way out is very confusing. Trapdoor and Gale Caves were also visited. 
O .S .S. have tried to tidy the loose and danerous ru'eole sloce at the entrance to Cliefclen Main. They have been unable to find the major e1ten5i0n 
to Taplow Flat C:ve discovered by SOUOSOS, in January, 1963 

Jeno lan 

A small SIJ3O3. trip in January examined parts of Mammoth Cave to 
assess the feasibility of a detailed geograplilcal study of the cave. This 
would be a useful :reliminary to any serious nlorphological in this rather comple:: system?  and would be more aeropricte to the Society's capabilities. 

Timor 

Visited in January by a joint MOSOS. --- BOMOSOCO party2  primarily for 
familiarisation. Termite tunnels were examined in the Belfry and some 
v!allaby benes found in Shaft Cave 0 On a further BOMOSCO trip.- in February 
marsupial bones were collected for the Australian Museum, and the location 
photographed and ma)peci0 The S.U,S,00 Freshers Trip visited most c0ves at 
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Timor as well cs Glen Dhu (Vioolshed) Cave up the Isis River. 

Tuglovi 

This continued to be the home ground of BOMOSOCO with five trips since 
Christmas0 The main cave was found to contain seve±al types of spiders2  
guano flies and larvae, a frog and a frog skeleton, An as yet unidentified 
skull found embedded in flovzstone was removed to the Museurm 

Wa Iii 

S.S.S. continued a dig in Wa39 with some mechanical assistance. 
Unfortunaely the cave WaS blocked a further 8' in, but several other dig 
sites look rromising0 BO17OS000 collected some mammalian teeth in Piano Cave 

Wee Jasrer 

BOHOSOCO has emamined and photogra-phed fossils in the Dip and elset7here0 

Wom13eyan 

SOSOhO continued its program of numbering the entrances, As usual 
during ma:roing exercises7  lots of holes were checked and though most needed 
digging2  an interesting new find was dubbed Termite Cave 0]44) A steep 
chimney entrance drops 30' to a small chamber making mu most of the cave. 
A large number of bones is strewn across the floor which is traversed by a 
sinuous termite rid,-92  a most unusual feature also reported at Timor (above) 

Viyanbene and Big Hole 

Two trips by SOSOSO are the only ones reported to this area recently, 
both for moneral exloration only. The Big Hole was laddered and 12 people 
made the long climb in and out in five hours. 

Yarrangobilly 

On Australia Day weekend a large party showed how much basic explor-
ation can ha done when the aims  are clear and the organization effective. 
S .S.S. has bean trying to break into the 'Northern Master Cave", postulated 
to take all the drainage of the four Coppermine Creeks, Nearly a mile of 
unimo\n cave lies between these intakes and the known efflux, Coppermine 
Cave (Y12)0 Three lines of attack wera drawn up for the assault 

a) Attempting to find a way through the rock-pile in the Coppermine Cave, 
best prospects being in this upper level because weer 11biasahle0 

b) Pushing emploraticn in 111 9  Y99  YC and Y459  which are the active dolines 
taking the four Coppermine Creeks9  nos. 1 9  29  3 and 4 respectively. 

o) Checking out known caves and looking for new ones between the intakes 
and the off1ux7 in the hope of breaking into the master system from 
above0 

although the master proved elus±ve2  the exercise proved of considerable 
value in adding to basic knowledge of the northern part of the limestone. 

U 

S 
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CiIJLH2SLALTD 

has had an extraordinary recovery from near-obscurity only a few 
U030 years a,go Mith about 85 members, U..S.J. is the largest club 

n the country. On the other hand, it has its pr.b1ems7 no 
other club has to travel so far to its caves, and no other club is in danger 
of losing nearly all its caves. For Lit 2tna and. Texas are threatened. In 
fact;, the phenomenal renaissance is attributed mostly to the conservation 
publicity. Twenty-six trips got off the ground in 1968, and memberswere 
caving all over Australia. Some unusual areas visited included. Dundarrah 
lava tunnels (Barn Barn Springs)2  Gore, Limevale and also Ashford. in M.W. 
The Society Meusletter "Down Under" was resurrected after two years hibern-
ation and is now a regular, well-produced publication. 

Coowea1 

i party of five from Brisbane, plus some S,U.SOSO and. IJ.S.S0 ex- 
patriates from Mt Isa, rediscovered fie major and three minor caves. Two 
were ioan;od and three sketchc17 and there wa;, some insect collecting and 
photographic interludes. Transport and the climate are the main problems 
of access2  but more trips are planned. 

Mt tna 

The long 900-mile round trip saw seven trips during 1968 and 2 early 
in 1969. Two sporting vertical caves2  Crick Hollow and. Jolly Rodger, 
wer, onted for the first time and found to be over 200' deep. Four 
smaller caves were found in 1968 - Mintering Hollow;, Smelly Bat Cave9  
TriLl id Hole and. Belt Cave - and extensions discovered in Carn Dum9  
Resurrection and Helms Deep :?hotographs and measurements have been made 
in a number of caves as part of the conservation publicity program. It 
was found that minin,; had occurred within one chain of the entrance to 
M±ndin.; Staircase Cave, in breach of the agreement between the mining 
company and the Mines Department, 

Mt Surprise - F.inasleigh 

A remote area 180 miles .W of Townsville, visited by Peter Dwyer at 
Christmas9  19689  has great potential for long lava tunnels. In March9  1969 
locals guided. Henry Shannon through half a mile of 20' x 30' cave to a lake 
beyond which the cave clearly continues, supposedly for miles. Ah well! 

Texas 

A theodolite survey on surface began late in 1968 and Hussenden Cave 
was rnared. to Grade 40 Early in 1969 there were 3 trips, two spent in fruit- 
less search for caves in the nearby Reedy Creek limestone. An attempt was 
made to find the influx of the-stream in Glen Lyon Cave by diving in Pike 
Creek, without success, and this remains a hydrological puzzle. Apart from 
this, there has been some general exploration and introduction of 
new members to the area, along with some insect collection and photography. 
Digging hab led to two small caves called Cundowie and Cruiscin. The 
conservation program has continued at Texas, and Henry Shannon was able to 
present some relevant economic arguments against the proposed irrigation. 
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A quiet but worthwhile year is reported for 1968, with the 
CEGSA major achievement being organization of the A.S.F. Conference 

at Goolwa, and field trips. At Naracoorte, the club hut has 
been painted and electricity connected. Expatriate member Tom 'Jigley bar 
been caving in the Focky Mountains in Canada. 

Flinders Ranges 

The main trip of 1968 was to meet a roup of Port Augusta cavers. 
Their reports were followed up and in 1airs Cave bones of Cave Lion, 
Tasmanian :olf, Tasmanian Devil and others were found, giving it an 
important place in the state's palaeontological history.  

Kangaroo Island 

Twenty cavers participated in the A.3.I". Field Trip, and an extensive 
program included both known caves and search for new ones. In Kelly Hill 
Caves Thserve, Frosted Floor Cave was relocated. New Year Cave was found. 
- mile west of Kelly Hill and a new extension in West Bay Hollow. Several 

new small caves were entered by digging in some dolines west of Ki 

Nullarbor 

A gravimetric survey of Ttullamullang Cave by C..O.S.A. and S.TJ.S.S. 
suggests a major continuation of the cave south—west of the entrance doline 
and a large passage between Easter xtension and the Drop—Off. The results 
are encouraging and there is enough scope possibly fora university research 
project. Investigation of sea caves near i1sons Bluff proved thorn to be 
caused by wave action and not, as had been hoped, by the sea having inter-
sected stream beds. 

Three separate expeditions followed the A.-S.F. Conference. S,U.S.S. 
has commenced a high grade surface theodolite traverse to establish water 
table levels and to provide reference points for future underground surveys. 
It seems that the water table is much lower than was thou :ht, and its 
gradient must be extraordinarily low. C.E.G.S.A. found an unidentified 
live spider in the Dome, Eullamullang. At Yalata Mission they followed up 
a report in the Adelaide 'Advertiser' of 16/11/63, that someone had found 
"tiny blind fish" in a Nullarbor cave. The claim appeared untenable. 

n.b. a detailed report on the A.S.F. Field trip is being prepared and 
will appear in the Newsletter for June or September, 1969. 

South - Last 

The Victoria Cave et;ance project has been completed and results 
suggest the site would be suitable for a tourist cave. Further major 
extensions have been found in Fox Cave. Several instances of caves in 
need of protection were given by the President at the A.S.F. Conference 
and the Minister for Lands, Mr i3roo1can, who was present agreed to give 
sympathetic hearing to a deputation with a scheme of needs and priorities. 
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TASMANIA 

marked drop in caving activities is reported for 1968-9 and 
TCC there have not been many new recruits. The Search and Rescue 

Organization was called, out twice. In December the rescue of 
Timothy alter from a dolerito cave on Mt Faulkner showed how many problems 
were involved in a call-out only ten miles from Hobart. The soul-searcling 
was only just in time. On March 6, two people were rescued from a cave 
near ::ayaena with excellent teamwork and public relations. In a lighter 
vein, T. C. C. member Robin Booth takes the prize for the most original 
insurance claim of the year. leile parked in a paddock during a Gunns Plain 
trip, his car suffered 200 damage when a ram rammed its relection in the 
doors. 

Ida Bay 

Two trips to Exit Cave have added another 1000' or so in 4 or  5 places 
Australia's longest cave now stans at 7 miles surveyed but in the last 
year surveying has not kept pace with discovery and the total length must 
now oceeci 8 miles. During a surface traverse in the thick bush nearby, a 
spectacular 20' x 40' sinkhole with vertical galls was found, but there 
was neither equipment nor time to explore it. 

Mt Anne 

Access is easier as the result of construction of the Scotts Peak Road. 
Track-cutiing has started from Oandfly Creek towards north-east ridge. This 
should shorten the walk-in to four hours and the walk--out to three. 

VICTORIA 

The big news is the completion of the club's hut, an old farm- 
75.11 house half a mile from Buchan. A lot of renovation has been 

-- - - - - - - - done and it is hoped that the convenience of the house will 
encourage at least two trips per month to Buchan and surroundings. The 
house is freely ay.lahle to visitors as well as to club members subjt 
to house rules and fees are most reasonable. Visitors should write to 
V. S.A. in the first instance. 

Buchan 

A lot of the work on the house, including erection of large'trogsign'. 
Some meteorological readings rrer, taken in Boyal Cave, exploration in Moon 
and Mabels, photography in Federal and surface surveying in the Reserve. 

Eurri nda 1 

A very successful Scout instruction trip to Lilly ?illy Anticline 
and ::urrindal Moon, plus some oaves at han, was an encouragng vinçl•ic- 

atiori.qf, the club's policy of embraoin and assisting independent cavers 

In this way they hope to avoid some of the problems which have occurred in 
due to increasing numbers of unattached cavers. 

•0 
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