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A sight which is now only viewable as a photograph,, ceiling decorationfrom the now
demolished Queens Pinch cave near Mudgee, unearthed and subsequenily destroyed during
limestone Quarrying.

Picture courtesy of John Dunkley.

Coming Events
23"d A.S.F. Bi-ennial Conference, Bathurst, from 28ft December 2000 toZodJanuary
2001. Late applications should be made directly to the Conference Convenor, Angus
Macoun on (02) 9416-2588 or by e-mail to amacoun@eagles.com.au.

15ft - 22"d July 2001 is the time for the 13e International Congress of Speleology, Speleo
Brazil, Brasilia, Brazil. http ://www. speleobrazil20O I . or g.br .

Australian Cave and Karst Mamagement of Australia Conference, 14ft Aaustralasian
Conference on cave qnd karst management. Theme, Karst Management into the Third
Millennium'. Sun 29h Apr - Sat 5ft May, at Wombeyan Caves. Conference emphasis 'the
use and management of wild caves, Karst rehabilitation and innovations in Tourist cave
management'. See also ACKMA note on page 7.
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Australian Speleological
Federation Inc.

Annual Report for 2000

Peter Berrill, President

Yet another highly productive year has passed with a

further increase in membership, acquisition of the
scientific journal Helictite, completion of outstanding
grant projects, involvement in the Cape Range and Mt
Cripps mining exploration issues, representation at a

symposium on guidelines for limestone quarrying, and
a joint role in preparation of an educational kit on
Australian caves. Once again I have been blessed with
a hard-working Executive, and many other members
have contributed more than their share to ASF this
year, especially Mike Lake, Peter Dykes, Sue White
and Rauleigh Webb. I am also grateful to Debbie
Roberts (COSS) who again acted as an electronic
liaison between me and the Executive, clubs and
individuals

1. HIGHLIGHTS OF 2OOO

Membership
Individual membership reached a new high of 1,151,
an increase of nearly 50o/o in the last zl years. Welcome
to Mole Creek Caving Club and the Victorian
Lintestone Caving Team as Provisional Members of
ASF.

Conservation
Detailed Conservation Commission reports for WA,
Tasmania, NSW and Qld will be presented at the
Council nreeting, so only a few highlights are
mentioned here. WASG and SRGWA joined ASF in
objecting to exploration leases over Cape Range and a

hearing took place in Perth in October. with Rauleigh
Webb doing most of the hard work. In December a

similar hearing involving ASF and STC is taking place
in Hobart over exploration leases on Mt Cripps in
north-west Tasmania. in which Arthur Clarke is
appearing.

After its executive bureau had tr.vice rejected the
proposal, the World Heritage Committee meeting in
Cairns on November 29 accepted the nomination of
Greater Blue Mountains to the World Heritage List.
Jenolan Caves is included in the listed area. not for
its cave values as such but rather because karst is u
integral part of the diversity for rvhich Blue
Mountains rvas listed. For 20 years ASF has been
arguing that Jenolan's
values met the requirements ancl it was our
consultants who ensured that seeking World
Heritage listing was includcd as the very first
Management Goal in the Management Plan of
March 1988.
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Natural Heritage Trust Grant - Central West
Catchment, NSW
This $27,330 grant was received and managed by the

NSW Speleological Council through ASF. All
outcomes have been achieved and we expect the grant
to be acquitted shortly. The 10rl-page main report
contains ,5 I recommendations for management action
on protection of karst and karst vegetation. The
inventory of karst f'eatures known in the region has

increased from 46 to -548! Details are contained in a

secondary report to NHT that will form the basis of
one of our replacement volumes fbr the Australian
Karst Index. Our sincere thanks to the 9 clubs and
about 65 members who contributed to the field rvork
and to fencing and revegetatin_e a karst outcrop at

Stuart Town. As Project Officer, Peter Dykes
conceived the project, browbeat people into assistins.
and has done a truly outstanding job in bringing it to
completion..

CSIRO Grant
This $2,000 grant to define karst areas in NSW rvas

made to Peter Dykes. The report has been completed
and its publication as part of the volumes for the new
Karst Index is awaiting only a decision on agrecd
guidelines for the new Karst Index.

"Discoyering Caves" Kit - Australian
Geological Survey Organisation
Late in 1999 we received an invitation to contribute to
this educational kit. An excellent exarnple of
cooperation between ASF and other organisations, it
includes a fine map of Australian karst areas and is
highly recommended to cavers as well as its primarr,'
target of school children. Cathy Brorvn represented
ASF at the Official Launch at Yarrangobillv in
October 2000.

ll', $' \v.Citves.0rg.alt
Mike Lake obtained the new domain name and a new
ISP. and Carol Layton designed the new web pages
and rvill progressively transfer material front the old
site. We thank Peter Matthews who pioneered the old
site at a time when few of us had heard of the Worlcl
Wide Web. and ,"vho ntaintained it for a dccade.

Helictite
As foreshadowed last vear, in October 2000 ASF
became the owner and publisher of the journal
Helit:tite, which is now edited and procluced by Sue
White, Ken Crimes and Glenn Baddeley as a

Commission of ASF. Now 38 years old. Helictite is
rvell established as one of only 4 or -5 refereed journals
in the rvorld specifically publishing cave and karst
science. I urge all clubs and indiviclual ntembers to
subscribe (and to contribute - the editors u,ill be glad
to advise), thus rnaintaining the high reputation of
Australian speleology.
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Quarr.v*ing Symposium
\SF received an invitation to a small seminar at
Blrlhurst in October under the auspices of the
in:crnational Union for the Conservntion of Nature. to
.r\plore comnron ground between environmentalists
.,nd industrialists and to draw up guidelines for
:inimising the impact on karst of linrestone mining.
\fter the Mt Etna experience I would really have liked
:!-r attend. but could not afford the time. John Dunkley
:nd Bruce Howlett were able to represent ASF and a

ie*' other nrembers were present in other caplcities
-rmong the academics, mine managers and consultants.

Cave Guides Gabfest
In response to an invitation to talk about ASF to cave

suides from around Australia. John Dunkley
represented us at this gathering at Wombevnn in
\1arch. He reports that they had not realised the wide
scope of activities which ASF is involved in. and that
there is a need for better PR rvith cave operators.

2. MEMBER
COMMUNICATION

SERVICES &

Australian Caver & Speleo E-Bulletin
We published ,l issues of Australian Caver under a

transition of editors - thanks to Sherry Mayo (l-50).
CQSS (especially Debbie Roberts) (l-51) and Angus
Macoun (l-52). We welcome the new eclitor, Geoff
Crossley who has debuted with issue 153. Geoff is an

experienced editor and he didn't even have to be asked

- he volunteered (in fact runrour has it that he joined
ASF just to do the job!). Thanks Geoff. The Speleo
E-Bulletin begun last year has continued rvith Angus
Macourr's energy and initiative and has proven
invaluable in distributing adn.rinistrative nratters.

Insurance
Many thanks to Alan Jevons rvho continues to field a

steady flow of cnquiries about this or that aspect of the
Public Liability insurance policy. During the vear the

covcrage was extended to include cave diving ancl rve

also have obtained a service for travel insurance and

equipment insurance as detailed in E-Bulletin -5.

Representation on other bodies
Following an invitation from the Minister to nominate
a representative on the Board of Jenolan Caves

Reserve Trust, lve again put Patrick Larkin fonvard,
on the recornmendation of the NSW Speleological
Council. The Menrbers Flandbook (p. 5) has a full list
of representatives on various bodies

3. ASF ADMINISTRATION

Executive N{eetings
Four meetings were held during the year by telephone
and e-rnail. This pushed up the cost of Erccutive
telephone calls bul was a lot cheaper than a face-to-
face nreeting as in previous years. The resulting
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savings enabled us to further support the Mining
Wardens Courts hearing about the Cape Range issue in
WA

Finances
Our new Treasurer Grace Matts (widely known as the

World's Greatest Cave Treasurer) has computerised
our finances in a form which has greatly reduced
auditing costs. Grace also steered us through the

shoals and reefs of the GST - no mean feat! Thanks
Grace.

4. PROGRESS ON
IMPORTANT ISSUES

OTHER

Registration as an environmental organisation
An unexpected hitch occurred when rve found that the

registration requirements had been changed and

tightened shortly before we applied this year. John

Dunkley and Chris Norton put a lot of rvork into the

constitutional amendments to be voted upon at the

January 2001 Council Meeting and were assured by
Enr.'ironment Australia that this should clear all
obstacles to this important step forward.

Intellectual property and products
In the last 3 years this has generated a great deal ol
discussion - a paper to an E,xecutive Meeting in 19i)8

(Alan Jevons). a paper (Evalt Crabb) and discussion at

the Yeppoon Council Meeting, a Committee report
(see the ASF 1999 Annual Report), and a u'orkshop at

the last Council Meeting in Canberra (Jill Rowling).
This is an important issue, but some of the legal
discussion '"vas of the bush-lawyer variety. The
urgency of the matter ivas highlighted rvhen. during
2000. r.ve had to cleal with a specific example of breach

of ASF's copyright in certain materials by another
organisation. The Executive therefore agreed to
contribute torvards the cost of professional advice on

ho.,v to protect intellectual property of both ASF and

member clubs. in such materials as cave leadership
training nratcrials. field surveys and survey data, cave

maps. unpublished reports and cave data generally.
The advice received r.vill be available to clubs on a

confidential basis.

Australian Karst Index - Software Working
Group
Mike Lake has been the driving force in this complex
task rvhich has been coordinated by John Dunkley. A
tender for new PC-based software was let in
November, sonre resu]ts are already available. and rve

expect to have a version for testing by dummies like
me at the Bathurst Conference. The Working Group is

n.leeting in Bathurst on 27 128 December rvith
representation from all states and territories, to test the

software, discuss state needs and plan the next strge,
so 2t101 rvill probably be a year of great activitv irr

documentation.
The structure of the system was developed by Peter

Matthews and adopted by the International Union of
Speleologv as a world leader. Our imnrediate task is
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to facilitate and encourage updating of the Australian
data (now totalling 10.000 records) and expansion of
the fields to cater for the vast increase in our
knolvledge of Australia's ca'u,es and karst.

5. FUTURE FUNCTIONING OF A.S.F.

Are there better r.vays of spreacling the worklclad
among Executive members?

In the light of changes in thc last decade or so. should
we review the practice of holding Biennial
conferences around the Nerv Year period? How can
.,ve make the Conferences of rvider appeal?

Summer 200t1 Edition

What's the best lvay to handle iind fund our
involvement in specific conservation issues'l

Do we need to draw up guidelines/ policies to protec:
intellectual property of ASF & ntentber clubs?

Horv should rve intprove our public relations inrl_sc
amon_q cave operators and guides?

Horv can ',ve build on the rnassive investntent hr
members in several states (espcciallv fasmania) in
Cave Safety Training and Cave Leadership Trainin_e? I

the entrance

Roof collapse at Careys Cave

A very large rock (estintated to rvcigh 9 tonnes) fell late in Noventber. blocking the stainvav.just
to Careys Cave at Wee Jasper. closing the cave to visitors.

Six rnembers of CSS assisted Council r'vorkers in breaking up the boulder and rentoving the pieces frorn the cave. A
flying fox with block and tackle lr'as rigged to haul rocks out of the site to a point rvhcre they, could be barro."vecl
arvav. Presiding over the sweating masses and lending more than his share of the u,eight of labouring',l,as Andv
Spate ol NPWS Queanbeyan r'vho did an ercellent job of oreanising and supervising.

This was a double misfortune for the lessee, Geoff Kell. rvho sufferecl a broken leg in a fall inside the cave a f'ew
months earlier. Holvever latest information is that the debris has all been removed and that the cave will be open as
usual for its peak season rvhich runs from Christnlas to Easter. For those passing through the area en route to or
tiom the ASF Conference. the cave is rvcll vr'orth visiting. its attractiveness belies the low rolling lintestone hill
above it, and Geoff is an enthusiastic and knou,leclgeable guide .

9 totttte rock completely 1',1urOt the passage beyotttl
entronce clratnher. (Antly Spttte in tlte foregrounrl)

4

Tlre passuge after the remoy,al of tlte roc'k.
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\ riorkshop was helcl at Bathurst, NSW,6-9 Novenrber 2000. The following is a synopsis of the issues and

, ruicomes.

r:i:$

Elery Hamilton-Smith has been rvorking with the

World Bank and the International Union lor the

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) for a number of
vears. Sclme of this 

","'ork 
has been developing

environmental guidelines for lintestone quarrying in
Asia.

Noting the fact that the Australian Banana Republic
coulcl r'"'ell benefit frorn some holistic land use and

resource planning initiatives. E,lery conceived the

iclea of getting karstv people together r'vith limcstone
nriners to establish common grtlund. As Australia is

actually six states and several territories with less

legislatively in common than sonte aspects of the

European Econornic Community this seemed to be a

"coura_qeous" act (in the "Ies, illitristcr" ser.rse)!

So. ahout twenty of us gathered at Charles Sturt

Univcrsity at Bathurst in early Noventber 2000. Elcry
circulated a discussion paper rvhich establishecl the

basis clf tlte rvorkshop as:

"Australia has experienced sonte 30 years of
conflict [some ntight argue that conflict ove r

Bungonia (South lUarulan) goes back sixtv

years] over the extraction of limestone for
cement and lime, for agricultural lime
production and various other purposes. This
has caused immense costs to both quarrir
owners and to conservationists: and often
the conflict has not served either party, nor

the environment. well.

This rvorkshop will attempt to address these

limestone resource managentent issues. Its
aims are:

communication and joint resource
management planning betrveen quarry

operators and those intercsted in the

conserviition of limestone areas.

/ To clevelop an agreed policy and

practice document r.vhich will provide

-euidelines for the iclentification of
appropriate sites for lintestone
extraction and the utilisation of the most

effective and environntetttallv

Limestone Quarrying and Gonservation
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Some nright well argue that the above premises are
loacied against limestorle ntine rs?

In anv event rve gathered at Charles Sturt Unilursitr'
under the aegr.i o1 Eler1, ancl Dr Al Gibbs, Heacl of
the Environmental Stuclies Unit at Charles Str-rrt

Universitv, to discuss the aims outlined above.

Another set of nteetings. I saidl Further sets of
Iunchtime sandrviches! Rencr.ved attentpts at passing-
off brown liquids as coffeel IVlotherhood starentents
to be generated'l Well, it r.r'as all of this and more--
much nrclre.

It was great gathering. I rene',ved friendships rvith a

number of limestone botherers, some geological
bureaucrats. some karst "eods" and a variety of other
people. The discussions were good and balanced rvith
considerable acceptance of other's vie',vs.

Let's look at who rvas there. Their affiliations are as

claimed by each indiviclual!

Ken Grimes Regolith
Mapping
Glenn Porter Carbonne Shire
Council - Molong Lintestone Quarry
Bill Marshall Blue Circle
Southern Cement
Lawrence Sherwin (part) NSW Dept of Mineral
Resources
Elery Hamilton-Smith
Consulting Pty Ltd

Rethink

John Dunklev (part)
Speleological Federltion Inc
Jamie Gibbins
Ltcl (Rivefioll)
Stuart Ritchie
Cenrent Linrited
Grant Gartrell
John Quirke
Arthur Clarke
'l'asman ia

Bruce Horvlett (part)
Speleological Fecleration Inc
Mia Thurgate (part)
Reserve Trust
Susan White
Dept. Latrobe University

Summer 2000 Edition

Australian

David Mitchell

Queenslancl

ACKMA
South Australia
Universitv of

Australian

Jenolan Caves

Earth Science

Ernst Holland (part)
Jenolan Caves Reserve Trust)
Roger Mathews SA Dept of
Industries and Resources
Tony Smurthwaite Land Access
Branch. WA Dept of Minerals and Ener-ey

Kay Oxley (part) NSW Dept of Mineral
Resources

Al Gibbs Environmental Studies
Unit. Chtrrles Sttrrl Unir crsitv
Andv Spate NSW National
Parks ancl Wildlife Service/ACKMA
Nigel Beeke David Mirchell
Ltd (Tamr.r'orth)
Armstrong Osborne Univcrsitv of
Si,'clney

6

I have used a lot of space perhaps by giving this list
in full. But it is important to recognise the breadth of
involvement - and also to identify players who rvere
not represented in any wav - the various state
planning departments spring speedily to mind. The1,
rvere invited...

Attendeas ot pre.\entutiort I irtt'luding Anilstrons
Osborne, Entst Hollond ottd Johtt Drrnkley.

The rvorkshop commenced rvith fbur papers and a

MS-Porverpoint presentation. The latter was from the
United States Geological Sun,ev and outlined an
" Hierarchul .!'l,.rlerrri anull,sis - otte {tpproach to
ts.stres rrr rrsses.slrrg kttrst areus". This was prepared
by Dr William Langer of the USGS and was made
available to this rvorkshop and to the Charles Sturt
Universitv's Karst Management Course that
commences next year. We did not have the
opportunity to erplore this approach in any great
detail but it does appear to be a useful methodology
to provide ',varnings and checklists to the proponents
of lin-restone mining.

The four papers addressed the non-contmercial
valucs of caves and karst (A Per.sonul Perspective by
Grant Gartrell and l/re Scientific Perspectit'e b,v

Armstrons Osborne) and industrl, pcrspectives (I/re
Approuclr of QCL * A Directiotr lor the Future by
Stuart Ritchie lrtcl Enyirontnetttol Resportsibilin irt rt
Sntoll Ope rutiort by Glenn Porter). The four
presentations promoted much discussion - rvhich

, iii;lii

Primary
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seemed
to u'ork

to weld together the idea that lve all needed

together.

\ttettive Autlience ot LQ und C \l'orksholt

The group then broke into tuo qroups to explore

Elerv's discussion paper. -[he intention u'as. and is. ttt

der,clop the ideas generated by' the World Bank team

into a set of ideas. guidclines attd recortltnendatiotts

suitable for Austrllian lirnestrtrte users (cavers and

inclustrv alike) so that conllict is avtlicle d ancl ttlorc

sensible resource allocation and use is gcneratcd.

On Wednesclav rve took off to the btrsh and r isited

the Limekilns (aka Benglen) Caves arca to the north

of Bathurst - the site rtf the first hardrock limestone

quarrving on the Australian mairtland (and perhaps

the first sho*'cave'l).'l'hert on to Molong to look at

Glenn's operation. This is a litrestone quarr)'

producing a varietv of lintestonc products run hv the

Carbonne Shire Council. It is alntost in the tori'nship
of l\4olong (the only to\\'n in NSW significantly' on

karst) ri'ith the nearest neighbours ortli' il fe'uv hunrlrtrd

rnetres away. A r.'cry clcan and quiet opcration that

keeps the municipal rates dolvn! Much intcrustilrg
karst and palaeokarst in the quarry'. Thcn to
Wellington Caves for a superb Dale and Janelle lunch
(not sandrvichesl). Mike Ausee and Armstrrlng then

prov ided sonre bclffin-back-qround and intcrest to
reinforce karst values to our linlestone ntirling
colleagues as we inspe cted the Phosphate Mine,
Cathedral Cave and sonte "surface" features. And thc
"sculpture". . .

Summer 2000 Edition.

5rrc, -{i, Elert'..l.rmstrong utrtl Andt'dt tlte l'hospltate

ltl i rte i tt s per: t iott tott r.

Thursclal' - back to rvorkshoppitr-e for the mornirtg -
establishing the "triple bottom line plus one"
(\{/estern Australian Covernnlent speakl). The two

-qroups further discussed the drati paper ancl hacked it

about considerably. Elery and Stuart. rvith input fron.r

a felr, othcrs. are going to further develop the paper

for circulation throughout the caving, cave

nlanagemcrt and limestone using inclustrv.

One of the biggest isstres that must be resolve d is that

of information sharing. N{iners rvant hi-eh qualitv

linrestone - and that is usually r.r'here the cave and

karst values are coltccntrated. We are competing for

the sanre resource. If rve don't -share our hopes and

aspirations and values we are dooltled to exllcnsive

and - often unproductive - conflict. Nliners must

learn to share their ideas and values u'ith cavers. And
vice versa - caver's values and knou leclge can

contribute to the knor'vledge base. Estahlishing
rnutual trust and respect is essential.

All-in-all I found it to he a most useful three da-vs -
and have high hopes that hetter diiilogue betr'veen the

tw'cl "sides" - I don't really rvant to use that word -
lvill help us better conserve Australia's caves and

karst - and to bettcr sustain the limestone inclustry

that we AI-l- utilise every minute of our davs. I

This report compiled by Andy Spate.

Imagcs provided by Arthur Clarke.

ACKMA Conference

The Australian Cave and Karst Nlanagcr.nent Association has r'r'ritten extending a special invitation to all ASF

mentbers to attend ancl contrihr-rte to their Conference, at Wombevan, NSW fronl 29 April to 5 rnay 2001. rvith

fielcl trips to Bungonia, Wee Jasper and else\vhere. Depending on accomnlodation options and r'r'hether or not

vou are a member of ACKMA. the cost ranses front about $-171 to $-5E8 for enrolments before 1/2/200 1. For

information. contact Mick Chalker on 0l-48"13--5976
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This year has seen a change of Editor for "Australian
Caver". I thank Sherry Mayo for her considerable
efforts and achievements and wish her well in her role
as Mother. I am sure that all Members of the
Federation recognise the enormous contribution that
she has rnade.

Through careful money management, it rvas
determined that we could have a colour cover for the
Journal once in a while. This was started with issue
1-50. There were some very positive comments about
this and we hope that it can continue.

With the winding up of the Mount Etna campaign. it
was though appropriate to produce a commemorarive
issue of the Journal. As there was no Editor and
CQSS had most to do with the campaign, rhey
assumed the role. It was disappointing that this took
so long to produce.

John Dunkley, Heather Jeffries and I put together the
Members Handbook which was published as Issue 152
of the Journal to fit into Members' collections. I was
pleased to see this finally happen after the first draft
was presented at the ASF Council meeting in
Melbourne. This is the first tinte this has been
updated since Issue 135 in 1993. Much has happened
in the Federation since then and more general
information was included. However. much of the
material that Clare Buswell assembled for Issue 135
was used and updated. I thank her and Keven Cocks
for making this available. John an<l Heather put a

considerable amount of effbrt into the Handbook and
should be applauded for their efforts.

I welcome Geoff Crossley to the Journal team as the
new Editor. Geoff has not been involved with the
ASF for very long although he has considerable
experience in caving and other adventurous activities,
mostly as a Venturer Leader in the ACT Scouts.
Please support Geoff by sending him articles.

Articles for the Journal might be a trip report.
invention, photo, drawing, cartoon, poent, short story,
research, new discoverv. survev svntbol. theorv, joke.

Summer 2000 Edition

name, definition, description, science, recreation, test.
history, equipment or anything else you might think
of.

The money set aside at the last ASF Council meetin-s
for purchase of desktop publishing software for the
Editor has not been spent yet as there was no
appointed Editor for a while. This purchase will go
ahead next year when Geoff has examined the options
and decided on his preference.

Posting Issues 151 and 152 together saved a

considerable amount in postage expenses. Printins
expenses were not greatly affected by the GST
although paper costs continue to rise. Mailin_e
processing costs have risen considerably along with a

rise in postage w'hich also both attract GST.
Projecting the expected rises. I recommend that
funding to the Journal Commission be increased in the
next budget bv 50 cents to $l2.-50 per Mentber.

Another means of improving the Journal is b1,,

generating money from advertising. This u,ould alloiv
the use of colour more often, better paper stock, better
print quality and more pages. Horvever. an
Advertising Co-ordinator is needed to seek out and
liaise with advertisers. Anv offers of assistance are
greatly appreciated.

One of the hardest things to deal with as publisher is
the continuing inaccuracy of the Membership List
which affects people receiving the Journal. As I have
no control over the list, it is very tiustrating to receive
complaints about missing Journals. In my opinion.
this is the most important issue that the Executive
should be adclressing as the Joun)al is the prinre nreans
of communication within the ASF and it uses half of
the Federation's income.

In lookin_u to what the future holds. Geoff as the neu,
Editor rvill put his ou,n stamp onto the stvle that the
Jclurnal rvill take. Nonetheless. I lr,ould love to hear
anv ideas. comntcnts a;td opinions of r.l.hat Mentbcrs
crpect from the .lournal and irt vr,hat r.r,ays it can be

Iinrpro','ed.

,,\ngus R. Macoun,
"Austral ian Claver" Publisher

Club Email Addresses

Please keep your club or societv's email adciress up to clate. It is vourrcsponsibilitv to keep thi-s 1scu131e. if vou 6o
not' you r"'ill notreceive the Speleo E, Bulletin or up to clate, urgent and extra inlormation, especialll, conceining
Federation adntinistrative matters.Please send anv aclclress changes to Angus Macoun
at<nrttrflishtrr-e6f1r1t"15,9i1-11.1.iru>. Currently, CCC, ECRC ancl HS do not havecorrect email addresses.
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This Draft paper has been prepared by a sub-committee of the Australian Bat Society to describe the place of caves
as habitat fbr bats, and to outline policy and practice for bat conservatiorr. Please send all comments to Elery
Hamilton-Smith. P.O. Box 36. Carlton South, Victoria 3t153, or to <elery(ralexia.net.au.

It is being circulated in draft format to members of the society and also to both the Australian Speleological
Federation and the Australian Cave and Karst Management Association. Hopefully, all three organisations will in
due course adopt it as a policy paper.

Introduction

Bats are an integral part of the natural environment.
They undertake a range of important ecological
functions including the control of insects and other
invertebrates, the pollination of trees and the dispersal
of rainforest seeds. A number of Australian bat species
rely on caves for shelter during dayli_qht hours as w,ell
as to raise young, mate and fulfil a range of other
functions. For many of these species, caves provide
the only habitats at which critical life functions
necessary for their survival can occur.

This statement of recommended policy and principles
in the conservation and management of cave-dwelling
bats has been prepared to provide guidance to both
land managers (both public and private) and those
who visit caves.

The Place of Caves in the Life of Bats

Although some bats (see appendix) appear to use

caves only occasionally or opportunistically, there are
many species of bats which always or very often roost
in caves (or substitute environments such as mines and
water tunnels) throughout each day. It appears that this
is generally related to the regulation and/or
maintenance of required body temperatures at specific
seasons of the year. Thus, the specific sites chosen
often vary from season to season for each species, but
often they are critical for survival.

Many of these species may also use n.tines, tunnels or
other artificial structures as an alternative to caves. As
special considerations apply to these, thev will be

dealt with in further papers.

The species using caves on a consistent basis are listed
below.

Horseshoe Bats
Genus Rlrlrrolopltus Gather in summer at

specific maternity sites,

sometimes shared with
bent-winged bats, but
throughout rest of year are

widely dispersed in other
caves or mines. In southern
states, large numbers may
roost in specific
hibernation sites.

Genus Hipltosideros
and Rhinon),cteris
aurantius

Normally roost throughout
year in caves or mines,
various of which may be
used as a maternitv site.

Ghost Bat
Macrodermo
gigas

Normally roosts
throughout year in caves or
mines, one of which in
each region may be used as

a maternitv site.

Sheath-tailed
Bats
Gents Tuphozotrs Commonly roost in caves

or mines, often in the
twilight zone, but also
found in forest roosts.

Vespertilionid
Bats
Cholinolobus
clwyeri

Usuallv roosts in caves or
mines

Chalinolobus
mctrio

Generally a tree-dwelling
bat in Eastern Australia,
but in Western Australia
and the Nullarbor Plain, it
generally roosts in caves in
very large populations.
Like the bent-winged bats,

it selects specific caves as

maternity sites.

Flying Foxes

Pteropus alecto Although generally tree-
dwelling, in some areas this
species will roost in the

entrance zone of caves.

Genus Dobsonia Commonly roosts in caves c
mines, but within sight of
davlisht.

Bats in Caves



Bent-winged
Bats
Genus Minioptents

This genus is widely
distributed fronr Europe to
the South Pacific. In
Australia. it virtually
always roosts in caves.
Each population is based
upon a sin-ele nraternity
site which appears to be

chosen for the suitability to
enable the bats to build up
a high temperature (up to
36"C) in order to provide a

suitable environntent for
the hirth and survir rl of
the voung bats, u,hich
occurs in sumnter. Other
caves (or mines)
throughout the population
ran_ee, rvhich ntav extend
for several hundred knt.
from the maternitv site. are

used throughout the rest of
the year.

Genus Mvoli.s Often roost in caves,
although their definition of
a cave is commonly a

small cleft or hollow only
10-15 cm. in diameter.

Gents Vespadelus
V. caw'inus
(Kimberly, N.T.)
V. douglasorunt
(Kimberley)
V. finlaysoni
(Central deserts)
V. troughtoni
(Qld & northern
NSW dividins ranse)

Usually Roost in caves
throughout the year
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Issues and Threats

Cave dwelling bats are particularlv vulnerable
because very large numt-rers m{iv occur in one site:
in some cases a rnaternitv sitc ntav contain
virtually all the fernale and juvcniles of a bat
population rvhich rvhen disperscd u,ill spreacl over
an area of up to 1,000 square kilontetrcs. 'Ihev are
also dependent upon the cave environment for
management of their ow,n body tentperaturc aucl

rnetabolism. At the sanre tinte. thev also dcpend
upon the availabiliti, of food in the surrounding
countryside. There are a rvicle range of potential
threats to their survival.

llahitrrt Destrtrctiorr ] By ntinirrr. qurrryirru.
inundation. filling of
entrance
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Sites of special importance include:

. Where bats are in a torpid state iluring riirrter.
particLrlarly in Southern Australia. as disturblncc
ma\, rise up the energy reserves re quirecl fbr ovcr-
rvinter survival

. During the birth and nurserv periocl in acclinlrtisinc
and maternitl, sites

Everv effort must be made to ntinintise disturbancc of
bats cluring the seasonal use of thcse sites.

Unusual u,eather conclitions. u,hen bats ntav not be
rble to feed normally. may be a sienificallt problcnt
and a_9ain cause run down of energy re serves

10

Habitat modification Tunnelling or obstruction
Damage during road
building
Rock collapse
Rubbish dumping

Habitat modification
continued

Microclimate changes as a

result of regional changes,
e.g., in groundwater levels
or lrs l result of clelrrirrg
surface vegetation
Use of badly desi-qned

cave gates Invasive plants
(e.g.. lantana. blackberries)
blocking entrances
Alterations to predator
access
'fourism infrastructure or
fencing at entrance

Reduction of tbod
supply

Chan_qes in land use or
land managenrent
practices. including
increased Lrse of
insecticides. land
clearance, nrono-culture
planting ctc.
Draining of r.r,etlands

Wildfire
Poisoning Impacts of some

insecticides or fun-qicides
Drinking from poisoned
\\'aters, e.g.. sonte rline
tailing dams
U:e of inte rtt:rl cotnl,ttslitrtt
motors in or near caves
with risk of CO pr-risoning.
Other pollutatrts

Human Interference Inappropriate t,isitor
behaviour or rnujor
disturbance of ntaternitv or
over-rr,,interin g sites

{
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Recommended Policies and Practices

l. AII bat species are protected by appropriate
legislation, but there should be continuing
programs of public education to ensure the people
are (a) aware that bats are protected species and (b)
understand the ecological value of bats and hence

the reasons for protection.

2. All Environmental Inrpact Assessments shoulcl
include consideration of impacts on the
biodiversitv (including bats and insects) of the area

concerned. It nrust be recognised that the feeding
territorl, is of central impclrtance. not just the roost
site.

3. Where anv chan-ees or construction rrre to be

undertaken in the r,icinitv of a roost site, everv
effort should be macle to have an adequate
Environmental Impact Assessment carried out
(even informally) in order to minimise the inrpact
rrporr the but populltion.

,1. All sites identificd as being critical to the
survival of bats should be given the most
appropriate ettective protected status. These sites

certainly include maternity sites and caves or
nrines used for over-r.vintering by large numbers of
bats. They mav occur in existing parks or nature
reserves, but if not, efforts should be made to
ensure their inclusion under proper reservation. lf
on private land. the owner mav well. and many do,
ensure effective oversight and protection; may be

rvilling to ensure a permanent covenant for
protection purposes; or mav agree to sellin-q a site
for inclusion in a park or other protected area.
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5. Any changes, whether natural (e.g., rock
collapse) or caused by human intervention (e.9., gates,

viewing platforms, etc.) must be carefully reviewed to
determine any damaging impacts upon bat populations
and where possible, remedial action undertaken.

6. Where it is absolutely necessary, caves may be gated

for protective purposes but this should be a strategy of
last resort. If this is done, gates should be designed to
provide continuing accessibility for the bat species

which occur on the site, and after installation must be

monitored to ensure that access has been maintained.
All gates should be accompanied by an information
sign explaining the reason for the gate, the need to
avoid undue disturbance of bats, and a contact for
further information or access permission. Gates once

installed should also be inspected regularly.

7. Every effort should be made to educate regular,
occasional or potential cave visitors about the
importance of bat protection. In any given region, this
should give special attention to defining periods when
and sites where disturbance is particularly undesirable.

For further information or species identification.
see Churchill, Sue, 1998. A ustralian Bars. Sydney:
Reed New Holland.

Appendix 1. Species onlv occasionally found in
caves

Chaerophon jobensis
Chalinolobus picutus
C h a I i no I obus nbe r cu I a tus (N.2.)
Ll v st a cin a t ub er u I a t u s (N.2.)
Nt'ctophilus geo.ffroyi I

Jenolan Caves included in World Heritage listing of BIue Mountains

After its executive hurcau had tu'ice rejected the nomination. the World Heritage Committee nreeting in Cairns
on 29 Novembcr acccpte d the nominaticln of Greater Blue Mountains to the list. Jenolan Caves is included, not
frlr its cave values as such. hut trecausc its karst is an integral part of the diversitv of the Blue I\,kruntains lvhich
.'vas tlrc kev deternrinant.

It is nou 1.5 1,'ears since rvc (ASF) first raiscd the issue uith the then responsible authoritv. the NSW
Departrnent of Sport. Rccrcation & Tourism. Worlcl lleritage \\'as not exactll, flavour ol the rnonth at the time -
the Director & othcr bureaucrats in Svclnel'uere in rro hurn,to take that sug_tcstion on board. Perhaps they
eni.'isagecl Fllls s"voopins around thc Grand Arch rhe uav thel dicl donn the Franklin.

In March l9E8 u,e munagecl to get it as thc vcrl'first goal for managenrent action r"'hcn thc current N{anagement

Plan rvus drawn up. r\SF hus haci statutorv reprcscntation on .Tenolan Car,es Reserve TrusI for the last decacle -

a Trust that has shorvn itself to be sorncu'hut lrore enlishtened than the old school of bureaucntts.

Therc u'ill no dor-rbt be debates about u'hat 0r..,,.1, advantasc there can be for Worlcl Ileritage listing.
Altlrough Jcnolan is a relativclv small part of the 1m ha. listed. its signiiicance certainlv outrveighs its size.
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In August 1999, during a field trip in connection
with the Natural Heritage Trust project, a
landowner at Queens Pinch (15km south of
Mudgee, NSW) informed us of a nearby quarry
and mentioned that he had heard of a cave being
exposed: " this young bloke from town turned up
with a bulldozer, used explosives and took away
thirg truck-loads in the first week". He claimed it
was his land although it is accessed through what
may be a TSR (travelling stock reserve). We
(Evalt Crabb, Chris Dunne and Peter Dykes) were
welcome to investigate.

The limestone at Queens Pinch occurs in an almost
continuous belt for a few kilometers and contains
some abandoned quarries, now filled and cultivated.
The new site is at the start of upward slopes from
the Mullamuddy Creek floodplain - a 300 slope to
about 20m, backed by much higher hills leading to
Mt Margaret. The quarry base is at floodplain
level, cutting laterally into the hill. There is a 5m
diameter, 4m deep doline above and behind the
quarry face, containing the locally obligatory
upside-down rusted Holden ute, a recent pile of
cattle bones and some noxious weed species.

The exposed cave had two entrances but we didn,t
explore for more than 10m - the nature of the
blasting had created a rather scary unstable
situation. The first portion included a bank of
active shawl speleothems and some cave coral.

Exploring new caves was not a high priority in the
NHT project, but the cave was still there when we
passed again in April 2000. However, in September
2000 Evalt and Joan Crabb found that more rock
had been removed from the rear face of the quarry.
The shawls were now on the left hand side of the
quarry wall and were desiccated. Instead of a cave
there was an unstable rock pile with cavities too
small for a human body. The rusted Holden
remains ... as do our photos and reports. There may
be more extensive caves in the hills to the south but
as yet there are no surface indications. perhaps one
day...
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Other caves in the region have similarly met their
demise. Two caves, MU-7 and MU-8 were stream
caves taking captures on Mt Frome to the Cudgegong
River. They were ripped open and filled during
roadworks. The "improved" road level is now about 3m
higher. Similarly, a few caves were revealed by
quarrying at Buckaroo, probably in the 1890s. In the
1960-70s four other caves were found nearby by HCG.
These were part of a former stream capture from Mt
Buckaroo, and gave access.to the later, upstream capture
which is at the head of an extensive aquifer. By
September 2000 caves MU-1 - MU-6 were gone, along
with the limestone hill that had contained them.
Inspection was inhibited by lots of secure fencing. The
hydrological regime has, quite likely, changed. Again,
photos and records are all we have

There never were more than a handful of caves known
in the 9 karst iegions in the Lithgow - Mudgee region.
Around Mudgee 8 have been destroyed or filled in,
those at Kandos were quarried, some at Cudgegong may
have been drowned by Windamere Dam, and two at
Capertee contain waste. None of them ranked with, say
Sellicks Hill Cave which suffered a similar fate in South
Australia. However, the loss of any caves in an area
with so few is cause for concern and it's ironic that this
loss came just a few weeks before the seminar at
Bathurpt (reported elsewhere in this newsletter) on
guidelines for quarrying in karst areas.

It must be appreciated that many landowners are mainly
concerned with good grazing land - rugged limestone
terrain is often ignored, particularly on large holdings.
Thus there was no local interest in the cave. We hope
that one of the longer-term outcomes of the NHT
project will be enhanced awareness among catchment
and water quality planners and managers, of the
significance of karst landforms and caves, for remnant
vegetation, biodiversity, geodiversity and for
groundwater quality. Hopefully, no more caves will be
pinched from Queens Pinch or anywhere else in the
region.

Report bl,Evalt Crabb

r

Travel Insurance

Have you ever tried to travel somewhere and wanted to have travel insurance but wanted it to still cover you while
doing something adventurous like caving or mountaineering? You will know that it is virtually impossible to finO tnis
sort of cover. When I went overseas this year, throught the ASF's broker, I tracked down covei that does just this.
The company is Marsh Pty Ltd and they are based in Adelaide, although the actual policy is arranged through
London. They cover most of the normal things that the normal travel insuiance policies do ai well as c-overing y6u
while doing adventurous things that other companies won't cover because they tiink the are "dangerous". you tan
also insure valuable items. They are also very competitive on price. The contact at Marsh is Helen Oswald, who can
be contacted on (08) 82lt-7655. For further information, contact Angus Macoun at <artoUight(ii,eisafiee-5.com.au> or
on (02) 9416-2588.
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Bv Bob Kershaw (lSS), John Brush (CSS) and Jill
Rorvling (SUSS)

This is a story of a cave. One cave trut rvith trvo
names, and effectively two numbers, and the
subsequent confusion this caused.

Below is the story of how a ca\ie at Wvanbene
acquired two names, why it u,as tagged

incorrectly, how the situation was discovered 20
vears after the cave was tagged and 

"vhat 
rvas done

to rectify the situation.

References to WY -5 cave and how it acquired its
name:

Webb (19,57) said "The Bat Cave is right at the
top of the ridge, on the NE corner of the outcrop,
and the entrance lies just over the top, on the E,

slope... which is very shallow (not completely
dark) were three clusters (of bats) and about 10

solitary M ittiopterus..."

The Speleo Handbook, published in 1967, page

176 refers to WY5 as Goat Cave. but we have not
been able to establish the origin of the name.

Pavey (1973) refers to a bifurcating passage as

tentatively identified as Goat Cave WY5 and
includes a map of the cave which included a

reference to a small colony of bats guessed to be

Miniopterus

Davev ( 1978) refers to WY -5 as Goat Cave.

Hart ( I978) refers to Bat Cave and gives the

correct location rvhich is WY-5.

Rowling (1995a) refers to WY -5 as Goat Cave and
Rorvling (199-5b) refers to Goat Cave "on the
south east and Deua sicle of thc Nlinuma Range...
as a small tr.vo-chambercd cuvc...is an inrportant
roost for IIr:lrseshoe bats".

it seenrs that Canberra people refer to WY-5 cave
as Bat Clavc. rvhile others call it Goat Cave.

John Brush suggcsted it could be because of the
wild -eoats in the area. Bob Kersharv tends to think
that you had io be a nrountain goilt to get t(r the

cave I

So w'hat we ure leli with is Bat Cave ancl Goat
Cave and seeing that bats roost in it. Bat Cave mav
be more appropriate.

Why was it tagged incorrectly?

Apart fronr the problem of trvo separate namcs. Ihe

cave also became known by two different numbers. It
was numbered WY5 in the Speleo Handbook, but
w'hen it rvas tagged more than a decade later, the WY8
number was affixed to the entrance.

The problem arose because the cave was not tagged

when it was assigned the number as published in the

Speleo Handbook. The club responsible for the

ta_qgin-e in the area at that time. did not tag the caves as

ther ibund or recorded them. This situation highlights
the difficulties that can result when responsibility for
documentation of an area passes from one club to
another. in this case from ISS to NUCC. without
adequate records being passed on as well.

Mistake found 20 vears later

In March 1999, ISS had a trip to Wyanbene and found
a cave tag,eed WYS but descriptions from some of the
journals mentioned in the references described it as Bat
Care rvhich should have been numbered WY5!

After numerous E,-mail messages between Bob
Kersharv. John Brush, and Jill Rowling, for several
months. we agreed to visit Wyanbene and attempt to
solve the problem.

At the llth hour of our proposed trip, in February
2000. John had been able to find and contact Peter Hart
the NUCC member who had tagged the caves in 1979

and conveyed the following story.

"Peter knew instantly about the issue and informed me

[John] that the numbering problem arose because at

one sta-qe, NUCC thought Bat Cave and Goat Cave
were dift'erent caves, not 2 names for the one thing.
Thev knew tsat Cave was WY-5 and so rvhen they
found Goat Cave thev tagged it WYS and thcn tagged a

new one (Compass Pot) WY9. However, some time
after this. Peter realised Bat and Goat were one and the

same. ie WY5. and thus started to reter to Compass
Pot as WYS (hence the indication on the sketch map
Peter qave me )'ears ago). I-lolvever. Peter and thc

othe rs never qot around to fixin-q r-rp the tags - basically
Peter got r job and moved ai.vav from Canberra.''

So \\ Y S is in flet WY-s,

Rectification to avoid f'uture confusion

With that rnisnaming/tugging problcm solved. rve had

to determine the course of action u,ith regard to the tag.

.lill said "Strictlv speaking, vou should never re-tag
unless there are two tags out in the field.

-fhis is because there mav be other organisations (eg

police, rescue squacls) rvho nrav refcr to the field trgs
in their notes. Once a tag goes in. it should not he

altered. lf there was some confusion over tags
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(according to Club records), then, providecl there
arent t'"vo tags of the same number out there.
perhaps it'-s best to keep the field tags and update
the Club papcr recorcls."

Mike Lake. Jill's husband. susqcsted to;
"a) Put dual tags on
b) 'Iell Peter Matthcw,s (Karst Inclex) ancl pcter
Dykes (NSW Docuntentation Cionvenor) ancl thc
NSW Speleo Council ancl

c) Put trn article in Australian Clrve r explaininu
the interesting historv.

ln the case ol the article. it shoulcl ntcntion all thc
references that vou have (so far) dug up. that rvliv
the various clubs tvon't har,e to runtmage through
it all again. Eg such-and-such an article refers to
Goat Cave as WY5 (or r',,hatever).

Peter Matthews contmcnted: ''Hou.,ever. if both
nurnbers have been used to reler to the cave. ancl a

tas has been there a r.vhile. I feel that vou rni-sht need
to lear,e both there and add a contment to the file of
each that 'this is the santc ca\,e as.... and perhaps
convert one of the nuntbers to a 'ntisc feature' ancl
describc rvhat it is in the cornlnents. This rvav l,ou
clon't artificiallv increasc the 'cave' count in a

database. On anir ntap. both tags coulcl be shorvn.
An1,u'a1,'. rvhcther vou phvsically leavc or remove the
2nd tag. its nuntber should never be usecl for anything
else, ancl its place in the rr-cords shtruld dcseriLe the
situation."
Others suggcsted the use ol clual tags tvor-rld
perpetuate the corrfusion ancl bclievcd thc best
course of actirtn rvas to consider u,hat hacl been
published. Most published referenccs \\,cre to
WY5 and while there rvere referct.rces to Wyg.
fhev were largely in terms of questioning r.vhether
the nunrber was corrcct.

Well what lve did is a tirllorvs:

We piaced the nuntber '-5' on the right
hand side of the existing rag and punched
over the 8 a couple of rimcs. The "8" rvill
not be used on a tag at Wvanbene.

The relcvant persons u,ill be notifiecl. All
thc caves no'uv have a Cave Identilication
Sheet completeci so that the records are
contplcte.

This is the storv about the events, the
references and descriptions. A surface
map of the Wyanbene Car,es area bv Jill
Ror.vling accompanies this article to
assist in clarifying the problenr.

We founcl a new cave and immediately
tagged it WYl0. nanted "Exocarpos"
(because of the large E.roc.ctt.pos
cupre.ssiformis adjacent to the cave),
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completed a Cave identification sheet and
Grade I map 0f the cave.

So tO set the record straight, w,hat is knolrn at
!L,anbene?

W\ I Wrrrrrlrcne l\lrrirr
WYI The lower entrancerEfllux ro Wy l

WY3 Riclge Mine Pot
WY4 Watts Clave (sontctintes referred to irs Torn
Wlrite's Cavc or tlelix Cavc)
WY-5 Bat Cave (or Goat Cavc)
WY6 unnanted cai,'c (sntall cavc at bottorn of hill)
WY7 Cllarkes or Bushrancers Clave
WYg Conrpass Pot
WY l0 Exocarpos C'ave

Conclusion

This articlc has outlinecl a comnton problern in
ALrstralian Speleo clocuntentation. Wy5r8 ancl
nuntberinq at Ilenclethera are exantples of lhe problenrs
that can result fr<tnt caves beins assigned nurnbcrs
rvithout the cave eutrance being pht,sicallv ntarkecl in
some \\,av. taugecl incorrectlv or end ilp with trvo
nrmes. El'cn on the Nullarbor last ye ar. ISS improvisecl
and usecl thc base of soft drink cans siliconcrl to the
entrances of ncr.v cavcs and scratched nuntbers into thc
base afier we ran out of ta_qs. At least thev can be
replaced with correct numbcrs on "propcr" tirgs at a

latcr date.
And thev all Iived happilv eve r afterl
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Introduction

Representatives of three cavin-e bodics opposcd ttt

the E,xploration License (EL) for lintesttlrte
quarrving at Mt. Cripps in NW Tasntatria. recelttlv
had thcir first dav in court. At 2.1-5prn on N{ondat'
Dcccnrber .f i' l(100. the Minin-g Tribunal of
l'asnrartia \\'as convened for the first tirnc ever - as

a Listin-e for N'lention for the case relating to EL
17i1999 - to deternrine future court time and lean.t

about the nature of the dispute. A Perth-trased
(W A.) companv - Western Metals Resources -
has applied for an EL area in Crorvn Land
adjoining the site of its recentll' closed silver-letd-
zinc Hellver N{ine in NW Tasntania. Westertt
I\,letals are seeking high-grade limestone to
neutralise an acid leaching process clesigned to
cxtract rcsiclurl heavv metals irorn its Ilellver
Mine tailings.

l'here u'as no pomp and ccrenronyi no barrage of
prcss .journalists or photographers. Yet this u'as

essentiallv historf in the mlking - it rvls the first
tinre that the nerv Minerul ITe.sourL'es I)crclolttttetrl
Act ol Tusnruniu (199-5) hacl been takcn to a court
of 1au,: the neu' ;\ct rvas lacing a civil jurisdiction
for thc lirst tinre.

fhe NIoLrnt Cripps klrst area in NW Tastnania i: u

relativelv "ne\\,' area of karst. locatctl about l0knt
WNW of (lraclle N'lountain ancl a little over l,5knr

SW of the l/rr1e ctJ' Belvtir lirrcstortc that adioins
the C--radle Mountain Link Roacl. The Mt. Cripps
karst is containecl vn'ithin an cxtensive tract of
glaciatecl Ordovician limestone appro.\inratelv
lTkm long ancl (r-7knr wide at its u,'idest point
(Clarke. 2000b) - fbrnring part of a ntore extensi\ e

helt of limestone nrapped further ivest bel'ond the

Soutlnell Rilcr' (Clarke 2000b: 2(XX)c) rvhere it is

rccordecl as the "Charter-Southwcll" karst area

(Kiernan. 199-5). Ihe knorvn karst includes an area

of rare polygonal karst, plus 6l recttrded karst
features and another 218 documented caves (Grav,
2000). The Mount Cripps (CP) karst area was

originallv recorcled in the 1985 ASF Karst Index as

Mayday' (N{Y). ln Februarv 2(XX). Westent Metals

applied for an EL area of 29 sq. knr. to search fbr
Iimestone quarrying sites: this originul application
area coverecl 7r'8ths of tlte knorvn recordecl karst.

As a result of a nrediation nreeting u. ith the ntininc
conrpiurv. N'tineral Resources J'asmartia (NlR'I)
ancl the EL ohjcctors or.r June 1'' l0(X). the

cxploration liccnsc area \\'as ntociified to cxclucle

nrost of the knor"'n kltrst 1'eltttrrcs. caves and

polvgorral karst ancl u'as clrtu'n-sizecl to a 10 sq. knl
arel (Clarke 2000a). then subsecltrcntlv increlsecl

to a II sq. km. area. Horve"er. the three caving groups

originallr' opposecl to the EL have nraintainecl their
object ions.

At this recent "Listing for Mention". Arthur Clarke

representcd both ASF artd Southern Tasnllrnilrn
Caverncers (Sl'C); Robyn Claire alsr-r attencied as an

STC menrber; Bevis (Fred) Dutton and Frank Salt

represented thc Savage River Caving Club (SRCC).

Apart from the Magistrate (Michael tlill) and Iiis clerk
rvho forrned the Mining Tribuna[. the only other

attending partv was Mineral Resources Tasnt,rnia.

represcntcd trv the Rcgistrar of Mines (Dennis

Bureess) ancl the MRT Senior Geologist: Davicl
Penrbcrton. There u'cre no representatives front the EL
applicant (Wcstern Metals) in attendancc.

Some background history of the I{t.
Cripps karst area and land tenure

lv'lcnrhers of the Southcrn Caving Socictr'(SCS)
attcmpteLl exploration of the lintestone karst frtrtll it:
northern end in iate 1960's ancl earlr' 197()'s. but
vr,ithout success. SC'S nrembers subscrlucntiv
cliscovered thc first caves at the southern (Lttkc

lrluckitttoslt) end of this Mount Cripps karst area in the

earlv lt)li0's. The Hydro-Electric Comnrission of
Tasmania created Lake llackirtrosh ir 198 1 as a \\'ater

storage impoundnrent for a porver scheme ttl supplv
nearbv consumers including the trvo fornter Aberfoy'le
sulphide mines (recentlv acquired by Westerlt Metals
in 1998). The lake that provided the earll' access to

cavers had drowned a substantial part of the southern
end of a large tract of limestone. submerging outflow
caves and aboriginal occupation sites (Ileap. 199c)).
'[his karst area and new lake formed part of an

extensive 2-).000 sq. km "1926 Burnie Concession" -

an area of Crou,n Land granted to Associated Paper

and Pulp Mills (APPM) Burnie bi' the 'fasnranian

Government in the 1920's to pronlote the developntent
ol the tledgling pulp and paper industrv in Tasmania.
APPM (subsequentlv North Forests) rvere responsible
for all planning. road rnaking. timber harvestins.
rcgeneraticln and fire fi-ohtingi fire control in their
concession arca. rvith adclitional controlling activitics
hcing providecl bv the State forestrv serl'ices.

APPI\{ conrnrencecl its logging ilctivitv north of the

peak ol Nlt. Cripps in the earlv lc)E( )'s trcccssing high

qualitv tirnber for usc in the sarvlog ancl timbcr veneer

inclustn'. ]'he APPM fore st lctivitv contittuccl arotrnd
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the rvestern flank of Mt. Cripps in the rrid-l9g0s
and when heading south, lintestone was
encountered. In Februarv I 986. Tasmanian
Forestry Comrnission workers cliscoverecl
linrestone and karst features while cutting an
access track through the Crown Land (State Forest
concession) into a potelttial loggine area tbr the
fbrest leaseholder: APPM. During rhe subsequent
period front Dccenther 19ii6 to Februarr, 19E7.
Forestry Contrlission * orkcrs Iocutetl ,.r'.n a,,r,."r.
In e arl1, February 1987. r\ndv Warner - the
supuritttcildent trl' tirrcst rt]irrrlrl].'rrrcrti lrrtJ pllrrtninq
fbr APPM'-s Associated Forest Ilolclings (AFH) -
accontpanied a group of Forestrv Contrnission
rvorkers incluclin-q thcir senior _geontorpholoeist
Kcvin Kie rnan and locutecl a lrrge ca\re.
strbsequentlr,named APP.\l C'oyt,. In ntid-
Fehruarr,. a tear.n o1 Forestry, u,orkcrs incluclins
Rodnev Walters and Philip Tlr'lor tbund another
substantial cave further east: t,hen subsequc-ntlv
explorcd ten da1,s Iater it rer.ealcd lar-ue chanthers
and speieothems inclucling a .1.5rr long strarv
stalactite. The cave vu,as nanrecl pltilrotl C'rn.e.

As a direct result of these cave discoveries. all
lo-qging activities including track rnakirrg ancl rree
counting by forestrv lvorkers stop.ped anci all the
sirnilar operations including roarJ-ntaking in the
area by' the leaseholder (Applvt) was also
immediately stopped. AFH (AppM) subsequently
made contact with Frank Salt. a nining enginee r at
Savage River Mines in western Tasntania. rvho
was locally/ regionally known as a person
interested in lintestone and caves. u,ith a view to
having him (and any other cavers) explore the
cave/ karst potential of the area. In February I 98g,
the Savage River Caving Club was formcd, largely
with members who lived in the Burnie and NW
Tasmania area. APPM sought the input of SRCC
and the Senior Geonrorphologist with Forestry
Contntission of Tasmania to provide the lancl
manager with inforntation by submitting reports to
the company to assist them to determine further
management strategies.

In 1990, the limestone area east and west of the
Southwell Rlyer including the knor,,,n karst area
was proposed for inclusion in the World Fleritage
Area (WHA) in a Ministerial Report prepared by
the Tasntanian Dept. of Parks, Wildlife and
Heritage (PWH, 1990). The process rvoulcl have
entailed moving the existing nearby WHA
boundary further west of Cradle Mountain. The
Tasmanian Government dicl not enclorse this
report. On December .lth 1991. legislation was
passed enabling the section of foresr including the
Mt. Cripps karst to be declared as "deferreci fbrest
area" - a public land area identified as having both
hi-qh corrservation and high timber values. It was
deferred from timber production pending the
subsequent determination of conservation values
(or wood production value) of the land by the
Public Land Use Conrmission (PLUC).
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Subsequentll, declared as a Recontmended Area for
Protection (RAP) by Forestry Tasntania (formerlv
Forestrv Contntission of Tasmania). they tottk on the
role as printary land manager.

During the period of karst assessntent - rnainlv by
cavers - the karst geolo_r1y u,as cieterntined bl' Hcnrv
Shannoit and others (Shannon et. trl.. 1991) fbr much of
the area east of the Southv.cll Rit.ar ancl tu,o natural
feature names vv.ere registerecl by SRCC and
subscclucntlv adclcd to iirea ntaps: ()uyentt,t,t..s C'reek
(rvhich crtends south from thc l\It. Cripps peak) and
Sortthx'all Peok (tr sandstone cappcil peak to the south,
lvirrg above this nrain rnappecl area of lintestone karst.
.just rrorth r.rf the Lakc llackittto.sh intpounclment). In
rrid- 1991. r\Fil (APPN,l) and the Forcstrv Corunrissitrn
of Tasnrania ear.e SRCC rppror,,al to crect l senti_
perntanent hLrt on APPN.{ leaschold land at the eclqe of
lhe karst. SRCC lch,ertised rhc avaiLrtrilitv of the hut
to cavcrs ancl ASF rncntbcrs und trthers u.:cd thc hut
lufter'1'AS-TROG" during the post-Conference
cxpcdition trip to in rnicl-Janunrr 199j. whe n cavcs
such as .trrorll illoutttttirts C alr, rvere erplored and
cxtend ecl.

As the karst potential becante apparent, AppN,l (and the
Forcstrv Crtrrmission) recognised that contprontisc
wls not an option in thc Mt. Cripps area and ntade the
conscious decision to manage the area for i1s karst and

-eeomorphologicaI value, rather than just fbr u,oocl
production (Warner. 199-5). AFI.I rl'as bou-qht out/
taken over by North Forest Proclucts - a clivision of
North Brokcn tlill (subsequently North Limitecl) - and
the APPM (Burnie) boss (And1, Wanrer) continuecl to
rvork as the Tasmanian manager for North Forest
Products ntaintaining a dialogue rvith cravers.
Acldressing the May 1995 ACKMA Conf'ercnec in
Tasmania, Warner stated: "White I r:annot speak for
tlrc lantl nonosers in Forestry, |-asmrtnia, I belieye tltctt
tlre plontrittg i.],.rtcr,s in the Stute ore c.upoble of
ensttring the LIt. Cripps oreo continltes to be ntrtnogetl
pt'incipollt lbr its kttr.st t,crlue, v,ith the uctit.L,,
entltusiLtstic rttrd tlisciplitted inyolt.enrent oJ' the locul
crnirtg group." He added: "For 1.ou sec eJfec.tire lund
ntonegentent onlv stcu-tr with the decisiott on w,hot lo
do witlt a parcel of land - the orrgoins Lt(.tit.L
tnanogentent process int.olyes continuoll\. trpduting the
ittJ'ornrotiott on the oreo, revisitrg the olttiott.s ut,ailuble
cttrcl regtrlurlt' reviex.ittg the information. Lund
tnotrugentettt is 0 dytrontic proce.s.s...Mount Cripp\ i\ utl
e.utntple o.f ltow joiri eJfbrt cctn focilitote suctessfirl
lortd tnutto3ietilent proL.tices. I yt.i.slt it a (.ontinuittg
Itistory of actit'e tnonogement" (Warner l9i)-5).

Under the auspices of the 1997 Tasmanian Regional
Forest Agreement (RFA), the Mt. Cripps karst ancl its
limestone rvere the subject of two separate protection
measures. Firstly, it was proposed for Listing on the
Register of the National Estate to protect its karst geo-
heritage (Diron and DLrhig, 1996) ancl seconcllv ir \vxs
re commended tbr proclamlltion as a Cror.vn Land
Reserve to protect its cave fauna comnrunities ancl car.,e
ecosystems (Clarke, 1997). Both these proposals were
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isnored cluring the RFA - a process fttcused on

irspccts related to biocliversitv and tall grou.'th

tinrber forests. rvith no considerlttion of
ceodiversity values (Clarkc. 2(X)0b). All non-

reseru'ed lands such as deferrcd forest areas

(including Forcstrv 'l-asrttania RAPis) were

rubsequentlv sub.jected ttt attothcr tteu anthoritl:
the RPDC (Resourcc Planrting and Dcvelopnlent
Conruission ) - the successol. to PLUC - for
dctcrrninution of future tcrlure. Sitrce the RFA. the

fornrcr RAP area ittcorporltting thc lvlount Cripps

karst has been recontntende cl l'or ittclusioll lls part

ol the l{e-rvlo lds I ull Nuturt Ratrtutit.ttt,{ r'c'a - the

proposal is nou' arvaiting proclantatitln. sometinlc

hefore the encl of the vear l0()(). Like other sinlilar
non-reservution terturcs itt Tlsntaltia- this Nlrture

Recreation Area and Crou'n land 'reserves'

linclucling Cottscrvaticltr Arelrs) arc llo\\' available
Ior cxplorlrtirrtt lrttti rttittittf.

'l'he limestone quarrying EL proposal
at Mt. Cripps and the mediation
process

Prior to X{RT advertising their EL. Wcstertt Metlrls

contractccl Ken Grintes to asse ss the karst irnpacts

of limestone quarrving at fclur prcfcrred qtrarrv

sites and prcplrre il report otr the environnletltal
(karst) irnpacts of quarrvirtg. With assistatlce fronl
cAvers. Grinres clocurttettlecl tlte cave ltttd klirst

f euturcs of the knon tt arca (Shtrrtrtort. et. alill.
1t)t) I : ilelp 1()q9) ttcar thre e potctttiiti linlcstonc
tlulrrrv silcs ltttcl recortrtrrcnded ltgltittst qttarrt'int.
sincc this "...tt'ortltl tittltttt'tltc ovcitrll irtttgritt tt.l'

!ltt' i\loturl Cripps kur'.tt urctt..." (Grinres. 1t)t)t)1.

( irinres vn'rrs aclvise d bv Westcrrt IUetrls thlrt a '1th

iluarrv site option - Area D - uest lrf the northcrtl
rrrrn crf Lukt llutkinlo.\ll. \\'as Ittlt a prcfcrred
optiorr so no on-ground envirottlnental karst

asse ssrrent of this $ e stern arca has tlccurrer-l.

Along u'ith statcr.itcnts rcltttittg to the likcll'
inrpacts of quarn in-rI artd cle trintetttlll et'l'ects to thc

knou'n karst. his consultancv report incluclecl

appendices of possible alterttate lintestone sources

(Grinres. 1999).

N'lineraI Resources -l-ustttitnia (N{RT) rece ivecl fottr
objections to the E,L application fronl ASF.
SRCC. STC arrcl the North West ['l"asnlania]
Wirlkine Clutr. The latte r eroul.r hasecl its ot-rjectitln

on concenls for loss of r'r'ilclerrtcss ltncl forcst

values. potential clestructiotr of llora ancl fautla

sl.rccies (including cavc species) lrllcl visual

dcgrudation of the landscape. I'hc ot.riections frorlr

ASF. SRCC and S-l'C detliilc'd t'arious aspccts of
tlic knori n karst and its sigrtificant attributes: tltc

polvgonlrl kurst. the caves. iitvcrtcbrate fltutla.

fossil ilcposits and trrchacttlogicrtl vltlues. lll
acldition to these objections. lVtR-f reccivecl ll
submission lronr Hcrtrv Shltnnon. ivho ft'rrrr'llrdccl

the proposal of lorvering the Lukc Ilockitrtttslt
inrl.rounclnrertt to pcrntit lintestttne tltratrvinu otl the
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present hke floor. rvith the lake heing back-filled after

the quarrv rvas cornpleted (Shannon. l()(X)).

The ncrv (199-5) i\Iitreral Resotrrces Derelopnrertl Act
o.l' Tusrnuniu. states that all obiections to an EI- or

nrining license are taken to the N{inilrg Tribtrrral in

Tasmunia. -Ihe four objectclrs to the EL rcceived

notices fronr MRT adt'ising that an "irtJonnttl nteetittg"
11 x5 [cing convenecl in Burnie on June l'' ](xtt)
[.rctucen Wcstcrn Mctals. Iv{R-I'ancl the EL objectors -
uith the NIRT Registrar of N'lincs (Dennis Burgess)

acting ils mediittor. Hcnrv Shannoll \\'as also inr.'ited to

attend. AlthoLrsh there is nothin-g in the Act that

,spt'cificallv relers to the nrediatiorl proccss, the MRT
Ie ttc'r sratcd that the mecliation session \\'as arranged so

the upplicant (We stern Metals) could "...r/i.lctt.rs lottr'
concet.n.\ und pr.ttt'itle un oppttrttutitt' fot' tltc tltplicorrt
to ltrr r itle .fttrtltcr tlettrils ()tt lllc prr.,ltttst'l vttrk

I ) t- o.q t (t t n Lt t r tl e.r p I r.n' a t i o tt o ( t i| i I i c s."

Follou'ins discussion n'ith the obiectors in the

Tasnnrriun olfices of Western N'lctais at Wivenhoe
(near Burnie). the Tirsnranian Nlanager (Gre g Marshall)
a-ereed to rnodify their EL to avoid the high sensitivitv
klrst are as (h ighlighted in the Grinles re port ).
Definin-e bourtciaries on the Sophia l:100.(XX) shect.

Nlarshall agreecl to recluce the ir 29kmr E,L proposal bv

trvo-thirds to a lesser 10knt: area n'est of Gridline
39-5mE and south of Gridline -53t)3mN. This l0knrl
are a. nL)\\' cetttrcd rttr thc Sr.,trtlrrt'ell llit'er I allev and the

nortirrrn rrrnt of Luke lltrckittlos/i u'oulcl include their
fourlh non-preferred cltrarrv sitc. locatccl nlorc distatlt

to the nrine site lincl prcsent ltcccss roltds. (T'his 1t)knrl

rrea lriso includcs a knowtr e fl1ur spring ()n the lo\\ 0r

\\'estern slope s ol Sottthwell Pclk. east of the 5r.,rrllru c11

/iilcr'.) In sinrilaritv rrith the rectttnntenclations in thcir
consultant's rcport (Grintes. i999). Nlarshall llso
aqreed Ihat Westcrn Ntetnls r.'r'oulcl ilil'cstis,rltc

lrlternative linrestr-rnc deposits u. here there \\'cre no

knor,, n karst valucs ( Kiernan. 1 9t)-5 ) ancl consider

sourcing their prctcluct frclnt the eristing linlestone
quarrv at Railton. transportinq it to their no\v-dcfunct
ore trilnsporting railhead at the Helll'er Nline (Clarke.

i{)0()a). The proposal bv Shannon to quarrv limestone

lronr the lake floor was not given a hearing. Horvever,
hoth \{RT and Western Iv{etals rve re intercstecl to hear

Shlnnort'-s reports of other lintestonc outcrops in the

Sorrrltwe llRllcr valler'. not clescribecl by Grinles.

Subseciuent to the mediittiott session in Burnie. the

otr.jectors reccivcd three notice s fronr the N'IRT

Rcgistrar (Dennis Burgess). Firstll'. copies of "tlotes of
the nreetinq" rvith the a-qreed ('?) "Resolutions". plus

the rcquest to confirnt u hether \\'e were rvithclrarr inc or

not \\'ithdrawing their objectittns. Secondlv. the notiet'

ol a nroriificd EL l7;99 applicatiort b1' the Western

Austraiian office of Westcrn N'letals. sholving all area

of 1-lkn! (Clarke. 1000b:2(XX)c). The three additional

kilonrctrc squarcs contain the additiclnltl tlutcrops of
iinrestone reportecl bi Shatitton ltt thc Inecliation

session in Burrtie. Subsequent to this (and return

correspondencc from ASF pointing out discreprtncies

in the agrcccl outcontes and the moclifiecl EL). u'e
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received a third notice aclvising that the modified
EL rvas norv a l2knt2 area. Follorving the MRT
responses. all three caving hodies: ASF. SRCC and
STC initially continued to rnaintain their
ohjections.

Outcomes from the Mining Tribunal hearing on
December.l'h 2000

The Mining Tribunal rnagistrate explained that the
purpose of the hearing - the Listing for Mention -

was to alloctte sr.rbsequent court hearin_e time.
learn the nature of the dispute and/or recontntencl
booking tirre for further discussions/ mediatiorr
betu'een the parties. If the EL case and objecticins
are likely to go ahead, the magistrate
foreshadowed anolher date in Januarv when the
case would be Listed lor Mention again and at
such tinte a more defined schedule of court
sessions would be cleterntined. The Mines Dept.
Registrar stated that he believed another court
hearing might not be required because the case
could be near to resolution following the recent
correspondence frorn SRCC and Western Metals.
thou-gh SRCC had not formally rvithdrau,n thcir
objection. Horvever he stated that ASF and STC
still hacl some outstancling unresolved issues.

l-he rnagistrate set aside another preliminarv
hearing date fbr March 22nd, at lOam in Court #-l
(Hobart Ma-eistrate Court) - if the EL case was still
going ahead. The MRT Rcgistrar rhen rerninded
the magistrate that the objectors might have to
prove their standin_e bcfore the court prior to anv
case going ahead. The magistrute srid he rvrtulcl
allor.v the first trvo hours of court procedure (on
March 22nd) to be set aside to cleterntinc
"Standing" of lppellants/ objectors. The
magistrate also mentioned that since this case was
nolv before/ u,ithin a civil juriscliction. u,e the
ohjectors (and MRT / Western Mctals etc.) could
applv to the court for "direction" and also seek to
have documents providecl.

A summary of the outcomes from the Mining
Tribunal in Hobart:

(a) SRCC (and MRT) announced that SRCC hacl
come to an a-qreement rvith the contpany: Western
Metals (WM) during recent private discussiclns
rvith contpany man2tgement (on October 10th) in
regard to SRCC concern for the karst area east of
the Southu,ell River (kncl.,vn to include some etflux
springs). SRCC had no.uv reachecl agrecntent with
WM for the EL to go ahead NOW, rvith the
proviso thal an inclependent karst assessor rvas
enga-qed and that SRCC had input inro the choice
of the assessor.

(b) ASF (and STC) announced that PRIOR to the
EL possibl_v going ahead in the future. an
independent karst assessntent was required FIRST,
rvith input front a steerinq conrrrittee of
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representatives front ASF (and other caving bodies).
Forestry, Mines and Parks in Tasntania.

(c) By way of further erplanation. ASF raised the point
that prior to the ori,einal 29 sq. km. EL area being
advertised, Western Metals had engaged a consultant tct

exanrine the likely envirotrntental intpacts to karst lronr
Iinrestone quarrvirrg at specific preferred sites.
Hou,ever, there had been no on-ground assessnterrt of
the karst (if any) or environnrentaI inrpacts in the
modified area now being applied for.

(d) MRT stated that the EL application had alread,v
been dou,nsized ancl modified to a l2 sq. knr. area as a

result of the previous environntental assessntent hv the
WM consultant. MRT r.vent on to add that both the
further suegested indepenclent karst assessntents.
particularlv the Iatter ASF proposal, rvere unnecessarv
procedures because MRT alreadv had its orvn bociv:
MEWC (the I\{ineral Exploration Working Group) that
lvas deployed to operate during the course of any EL.
The MEWG was designed to criticallv exantine
"sensitive" areas (such as karst) after a minin,e/
exploration companv has establishecl an approved
exploration rvork prograrnme rvith MRT. MEWC
rvould consult rvith the karst expertise available rvithin
'fasnranian government. primarily and prcferablv u,ith
Parks (lan Houshold) and possibly also rvithin the
Tasnranian Forcst Practices Unit (Kevin Kicrnarr) - a

bocly that is norv inclcpenclent front Forestrv 'fasnlrnil.

(e) SRCC stated that the conrpany (Western l\letals)
had closed clorvn its Tasntanian clperation ut the Ilellyer
Mine (acljacent to this EL applicatictn area) and n,as
nor,', in "Caretaker" ntode rvith future operations likelv
to be run from their Perth-based (W A.) exploration
olfice. Therc were trvo subsicliarv implications arisinc
from this:
(i) The preseut Tusntaniart rnanagement of Wcstern
Metals u,ith w,horn SRCC and the other bodics
involved (MRl'. ASF and STC) had been clerline with.
u,oulcl soon be lear.,ing Tasntania arrd ii w,e were not
"quick-off-the-ntark", .,ve would lclse the opportuniti,'
for continued dialogue and repour u'ith these knovu,n

people in ternts of finalising a satis{actory, and agreed
outconlc for thc continued EL.
(ii) Althou-sh the contpanv hacl tested thc reprocessing
of rrine tailines bt' atrnospheric and pressure oxiclation
(acid) lcaching processes in a laborator),. the errsuins
process of neutralising the acid generation front
tailings 1u.'ith high -qrade limcstone) ancl sul'rsecluent
solvent extraction. electrotrvinning of zinc and
c1'aniclation to recover gold and silr,'er hacl not yet been
viablv proven on a commercial production basis.

(f) MRT stated that despite these shortcontirrgs.
Western Metals would not be rvalking awav iront r,r,hat

rvas essentially a substantial ore body lying u,ithin ifs
10.8 nrillion tonne ntine tailings clump rvith a high
concentratiorr of valulble heavy metals. In their
"Annual Report" 1br 1999. Wcstern Metals calculute
thut an annual throu-qhput of lmillion tonnes of
reprocessed mine tailings fronr the tlellyer Mine rvould
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p:trduce l-+.00t) tonnes of zinc cathode. 2.2million
,.runces of silver, 39.000 ounces of gold and -5(X)

:,rnncS of copper over A ten Yerr prrrject life
r \\'estern I\,lctals. 1999).]

1n prrvate courtroonr discussion tbllou,irrg the
\linine Tribunal hearing:

r-{) SRCC proposc that rve ohjectors (ASF. S-fC)
., long rvith SRCC and MRT meet rvith Western
\letals a.s.a.p. (this rnonth) in IlLrrnic (NW
flL:nrunia) to resolve any differences to allori, the
EL to go ahead. SRCC are concernecl that if the
..nrpanv fails to get its reprocessing procedure tcl

n trrk anil the future operation cloes not gct off the

Sround for whatever reason (inclucling technical
JiificLrlties). rve (cavers and especiallir SRCC) rvill
be blunred for the clenrise because we hindered the
company in its access to linrestone. MRT gave an

rlssurAnce that SRCC (rnd others) u,ould not get

blamed!!

(h) N,lR't requested that ASF (Arthur Clarke) nreet
privatelv ivith MRT officials at their offices at

Rosnv (in Hobart) to discuss ASF concerns ancl the
ASF recluirement fclr a karst assessment prior to
the EL. MRT added that if ASF u'anted an

indepenclent karst assessment this might be

possible. but Western Metals woulcl he unlikely tcr

pay for that if it did not have an EL in place. if
onlv hecause shareholders rvoulcl query the
cxpense rvhen iL was not hcing conclucted as part
of an erploration progriimme.

(i) N'{RT also expressed concern that they had a

Nlinisterial brief to ensure that proposecl
Exploration Licenses rvere advancecl as quickll, as

possible. without delay and this current scenario
rvas potentiallv going to cause them (MRT) some
enrbarrassnrent if having to be delayed further and

S() l():ln()lher coLrrt hclrirtg.

(l) MRT statecl that it rvould be ver1, unlikelv fbr
ASF to gain Legal Standing to oppose the EL in
anv subsequent hearin-e of the Mining Tribunal.
Horver"er. if we (ASF) allclrv the EL to continue
and sonre tinre further dor.vn the track there is a

nrinirr-q proposal. the conrpanv rvould ha'u'e tcl

perform an Environmental Management Plan or
Enr,ironnrental Inrpact Staternent rvhich r,vould bc
avrilable for public scrutinv and ive (ASF) like
othcr nrcrnbcrs of the public rvoulcl then har.'e legai
standing to oppose (or suggest anrcnchrcnts to) the

mining proposal.
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Publications

Please advise the Publications Convenor, Angus
Macoun at lrtr.r{'lighttir cisa}l.ec--i.conr.au> of any
publications that anyone has for sale on caving and
related topics within Australia. This will enable a

list to be put together which can then be distributed
to members to publicise the publications.

ASF Caving Training Course

Following requests from our members, the
Executive has approved development of an ASF
Caving Training Course. This rvill be a national
course which will fit in with modern training
practices and all statutary requirements so that the
course will be transportable outside the Federation
and our members will not need to pay outside
bodies to do a training course. The aim is to make
this the best course that we possibly can. The way
we would like to address this is for all Corporate
Mentbers to send any training material that they
have to the Caving Leadership Comntission
Convenor, Alan Jevons at PO Box 301, Fullarton.
South Australia. 5063.

A small group of people w,ill the n take the best bits
out of all the material subrnitted and turn out ir

fabulous course built from all our knowledge. If
you are interested in assisting in developing this
course, please contact Alan on 0'+17 837-89;l or at
<allr,n.(rr bot.net.itu>. lt is recognised that many
people have put rnany hours into developing
training materials. Copvright will be respected.
Acknow'ledgements rvill be ntade. If a licence
arrangement is required. this will be adclresscd. It
rvould be most beneficial to the Federaticln and irs
members, especially the small clubs vn,ithout the
resources of the larger ones, if '"ve could work
together to produce a training course that our
members can use.

Codes & Guidelines Review

The Code of E,thics and Cclnservation. the N,linimal
Impact Cavin_E Code and the Cave Safct-v
Guidelines are all currently under revierv. Please
fonvard any contributions to the Colvenor of the
Codes and Guidelines Contntission. Evalt Crabb at
<g1trql!-(g!-!!:t ,t-r!!.,it!l> or on (02) 9607 -2112.

Caves and Karst Educational Kit

The ASF was approached by the Australian
Geological Survey Organisation (AGSO) for
material for an educational kit on caves and karst.
ASF supplied data on location of karst areas and
tourist show caves around Australia from the Karst
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Index Database. Our logo and website are publicised
and lve lvill receive in exchange a number of copies of
the kit. A number of individual clubs and members also
contributed to what looks like a fine educational
resource. These kits are now available from the
AGSO. For further infbrmation, contact Cathy Brown
at <c'li t h).' ,ll1rl11r {314g5ogQ}.!11>.

Tribute to Joe Jennings

We have heen advised that the text editing for this
book is now complete (this u,as the rnain stumbling
block). the manuscript has gone to the photographic
editor. and the University of NSW Press expects to
publish it for us bv the end of the y,ear. This w,ill be
rvorth the wait!!

Book Sales

ASF is setting up a facility to handle sales of books and
other cave-related goodies, with all net proceeds to go
to ASF. A trial running for tr.vo years r.l,ill comntence
soon. With the Jennings book on the horizon and the
ACSO educational kit complete. we are negr)tiating
favourable wholesale deals and expect to ntake another
announcernent soon.

Cape Range

fhe ASF is opposing a ntining lease application for 82
sq km of Cape Range in Western Australia by
Learnronth Limestone. The proposed rnine vr,ithin the
mining leases is only a very sntall area but clearly the
intcnt u,ould be to have a number of mines spread over
the ver1,' large mining lease.

Over the lOth and l lth August the first two days of the
court proceedings w,ere heard in the Mining Wardens
court at the Central Law Clourts in Perth. This case rvill
be reconvened on the 2.1th and 2-5'r' August and rvill
also extend into Septen.rber 2l st & 22nd.
The ASF has contractcd the E.nvironmental Dcfenders
Olfice in Pcrth to act on their behalf. During these tr.r,c'r

clavs the follorving rvitnesses lvere calle d to gir t
er iricltcc { rn L)ur behlll:-
.{ndv Spale - prtlr idcd greornorplrologr inlirlnrrrtion ltr
the Warclen particularlv rclating to nticro and nreso-
caverns in the Cape Range karst
Elerv Hamilton-Smith:- provided detiiils of u,hv the
Cape Range should bc placed on the World tleritagc
list. horv that process is conducted. and whv grarrting

the mining lease may impact the listing. Stefan
Eberhard - provided details of the intpacts of
pollutants on cave fauna - in particular the irnpacts of
quarry activities on the lda Bay karst
Bill Humphreys - provided details of the unique
nature of the cave fauna at Cape Range and ho'"v

Exerpts from Speleo E-Bulletin Number 5



Cape Rang€ (continued)

.:,, :umg actN'it1' may adversely impact the fauna.
r- -rl rhe q'itnesses recommended an alternative site
.:: R,rugh Range to the south of Cape Range.
-",::all the case appears to be progressing very well
,- j 

"* e have some very strong evidence yet to be
:-i;ed before the court. It is important that we do
:,:: provide details of our case to the mining
- ,::ipir.n)' and therefore further details of our case

:-si remail with the lawyers but will be fully
:::"--,r't:ed once it has been placed before the court.
-h,s ;ase has been well supported by the ASF with a
5I ---tr,r donation which went to the EDO for legal
:r.p"enses. Other costs have been borne by WASG
.:.: SRGWA who have provided significant
::'natrons. A further donation from a WA cave
::r-<en'ation fund, CAVCARE, paid for airfares for
, -,:::e of the witnesses. Unfortunately we still have

some expenses to come and hence we are calling on
clubs around Ausfralia to provide small donations <
$100 to cover the extra legal costs and photocopying
(would you believe this is likely to be between $500 and
$800!). Clubs who wish to donate can send cheques
made out to CAVCARE to 27 Beckenham St,

Beckenham. Any monies not used on this case will be
returned to the ASF for future conservation batfles.

Note that details of this case are not being released to
media outlets a{i our lawyers have indicated that a low
profile is preferable so that the Warden, who will be
making reconrmendations to the Minister, does not think
we are trying to influence decisions via the media. So
please do not broadcast this message widely but rather
within the ASF. Your assistance would be $eatly
appreciated. I

Rauleigh Webb Co-Convenor ASF Conservation
Commission.

I\[HT Project Completed in NSW Central
West

rste in 1998 the Federation received onbehalfofthe
NSW Speleological Council, a grant to raise
awareness of karst and kart-adapted vegetation in the
central west of New South Wales, update
documentation of all karst features, and to prepare a

Regional Karst Management Strategy in consultation
with other agencies.

Cbris Dunne did a great deal of administrative work
in i998 and 1999, tightening the original application,
Iiaising with government agencies and managing the
project until his departure for Brisbane. Since then it
has been brought to completion by a management
team chaired by John DunHey and including David
Bennett and Evalt Crabb. Documentation was
conducted by OSS and HCG, the key field team
included Bruce Howlett and Denis Marsh (OSS), and
the driving force behind it was Peter Dykes, who
conceived and coordinated it from beginning to end.

9 clubs and 65 members assisted in this

mammoth task, visiting 22 karst areas and increasing
the number of known karst features from 46 to 548.
Hundreds of trees were planted, fences erected,
community workshops conducted and other land
management agencies consulted. The 104-page main
report lists 51 recommendations for management action
to protect the karst, caves and remnant vegetation, and
to improve groundwater quality. An interesting
conclusion is that the 255 dolines in the region are
probably the most significant karst feature and require
much better management. Detailing all karst features in
the region, a supplementary report to the funding body
will be used as the basis for a future volume in the new
Australian Karst Index series.

Only 97 of the features are caves but the work by so

many clubs and individuals demonstrates that
speleologists are prepared to put time and effort into the
conservation and sound management of all karst
features. Copies of the Report will be available to all
participating clubs and a summary may be prepared for
future publication.

Rear Cover : The entrance to the Queens Pinch
Cave. See article on page 12 and other picture
inside front cover.
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