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Section 7
— Frustration Lake
team leader Joe
Sydney briefs ex
rescue team.

Cave Rescue at Wyanbene Caves, NSW
6 February 2006

On 6 February 2006, Fire Services NSW was called (17:48) to
respond to an incident at Wyanbene Caves, NSW. Fire Services
immediately informed both Captains Flat area Police and NSW
Ambulance (Braidwood) of the incident.

The initial report indicated a tourist was injured somewhere
in the front section of the cave. On arrival, services found the
tourist with a broken ankle at the bottom of slot entrance.
The tourist was unable to climb the steel tourist ladder so the
tourist was placed into a SKED stretcher and extricated using a
tripod over the entrance. The rescue terminated at 20:40.

Joe Sydney holding stretcher
at Frustration Lake.

About Wyanbene Caves and recent cave rescue
exercises.

Wyanbene Caves is located approximately 40km south of
Braidwood (near Canberra). It has a short entrance section
consisting of wet & cold river passage and a few medium sized
chambers. The entrance section is accessible to tourists. The
main cave is accessible via a gate by permit holders.

For the past 5 years, Braidwood Fire Services and Tim Fox
of Fire Services Training have co-ordinated a series of cave
rescue exercises at Wyanbene Caves as part of the regions
risk management. All Services were invited to attend this
exercise including the NSW Cave Rescue Squad. Each year
saw a different section being worked on to understand what Multi service stretcher
resources and times would be required to extricate an injured entering the long wet
caver. 2005 saw the culmination of 5 years work. In August crawl
2005, the final stage saw an extrication from Frustration Lake
to Far Caesars Chamber, this section being roughly 2km from
the entrance. Much was learnt from all 5 exercises. The end
result is a better understanding of the cave and resources
required to undertake a major cave rescue. Michael Holton of
Fire Services NSW has also produced a 20 minute DVD on the 5 Ex stretcher, team &
year project. tripod at entrance.
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Bullita Cave System — Northern
Territory: explorations in 2004 and

2005.

Caves in the Gregory National Park in the western part of the Northern Territory were
first reported by Storm and Smith (1991). Subsequently, many trips to this area
have been organised by the Canberra Speleological Society (CSS) and the Top End

Speleological Society (TESS).

n 1993, a CSS trip located an entrance to ‘Berks
Backyard’, and 11 km of passages were surveyed
in that cave. During the following four years, the
‘Backyard’ was extended, two other major caves
— 'The Frontyard’ and the 'Neighbours Block’ — were
discovered and surveyed and these caves were all

connected to form a 57 km system, named the Bullita

Cave System. These early discoveries and some
details of the Bullita Cave System and other nearby
caves have been published by members of CS5 (CSS
1992, Dunkley 1993, Brush 1994, Anon. 1998), TESS
(Bannink et al 1995) and by Kershaw (2005a).

In more recent years, the survey of the Backyard,
Frontyard and Neighbours Block continued, but
expedition members also began to focus exploration
on the karst immediately to the south. In 1998, an

entrance, numbered BAA34 by TESS, was investigated

and led to an extensive system that was linked to
Bullita that same year. The following year, another
substantial cave (SOGS) was discovered a kilometre
further south and at the southern extremity of the
karst under which the Bullita system is formed. SOGS

Mark Sefton began
caving in Western
Australia more than
thirty years ago.
Shortly after, he
moved, for several
years, to the UK
where caving in
the cold and wet potholes of the Yorkshire
Dales was interspersed with expeditions every
summer to the Picos de Europa in sunny Spain.
Then, after spending three and a half years in
South Africa, Mark moved to Adelaide where he
has lived ever since, working at the Australian
Wine Research Institute. Besides caving in
Southern Africa, Europe and South-East Asia,
Mark has spent most of his underground
existence in South Australia and the Nullarbor,
and more recently has taken part in the
last eight expeditions to Bullita Cave in the
Gregory National Park.

included some of the biggest passages seen in this
area and, unlike most of the Bullita system, also
contained numerous pits and a separate lower level
as well as occasional calcite speleothems — a relative
rarity in these caves. In 2001, an entrance to a new
cave (Odyssey), situated between BAA34 and SOGS,
was found and more than two kilometres of easy
walking passage was explored and mapped there.
Odyssey was soon linked to BAA34 to the north, and
SOGS to the south, thus joining the latter to the
main system. Two other caves were also found and
partly explored — North SOGS, to the north-west of
the main entrance to S0GS, and Mike's cave, which
was located in a separate block of karst west of
BAA34. These, and several other small caves, were
connected to Bullita during the following two years,
bringing the surveyed length of the system to 93 km
(Sefton 2004).

The cave

The Bullita cave system is formed mainly at the
base of the 10-20 m thick Supplejack member of the
Precambrian Skull Creek formation. The Supplejack
member is finely laminated and comprises both
limestone and dolomite (J. Martini, unpublished
observations). The Bullita cave system is confined
entirely to below where the Supplejack has been
exposed to the surface. Here, the karst is highly
developed, and the process of karst formation has
enlarged many of the joints in which the cave below
has formed. Frequently, this enlargement of joints
from the surface has resulted in daylight connections
to the cave. Most often, these are little more than
narrow cracks and holes, but some passages have
been substantially opened to the surface, and in
extreme cases, open canyons have formed. Because
of the closeness of the cave system to the surface,
there are many areas of collapse. Bullita has, quite
literally, many hundreds of entrances, although only a
few dozen have been used by our group.

The various sections of the cave comprise a highly
complex maze of joint-controlled passages, mostly
easy walking, and of several types. Passages in the
lower part of the Supplejack, which are tent-shaped
or rift-like in cross section, are common throughout
the cave, especially in the sections that are closest
to the contact of the Supplejack member with the
upper Skull Creek formation. Immediately below
the Supplejack member is a 0.5 to 1m (occasionally
up to 2m) thick shaly layer which is easily eroded,
giving rise to passage widening at this level. In
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some parts of the cave, this has broadened the
original "tented’ passage at the base, in others the
development is almost entirely in, and immediately
below, this shaly horizon, and in extreme cases
broad flat chambers have been formed in which the
Supplejack roof is suppoerted by pillars of remaining
shale. The Hermitage Grange, and parts of Mike’s
Cave explored in 2004 are good examples of this
broadening. Pits in the shaly layer and small passages
at the base of these pits are largely confined to
SOGS cave. In parts of the Frontyard, the passages
appear to be predominantly phreatic, with numerous
interconnecting tubes of various sizes in the lower
half of the Supplejack member.

The surface of the karst is scattered with small fig
trees, which send their roots down enlarged joints in
search of water below. There are masses of tree roots
throughout the cave, some of them extending many
tens, and perhaps even hundreds of metres along the
passages.

The sheer complexity of Bullita makes navigation
problematic. Even in well explored areas, we
normally equip ourselves with map and compass to
find our way through the cave. The survey stations
(now more than 10 000!) are all marked on the map
sheets, and being able to relocate these numbered
stations underground is invaluable to cavers trying to
find a particular point in the cave. The current Bullita
cave map comprises around 50 separate map sheets,
each covering an area of 250 m x 250m. Kershaw
(2005b) presented a paper at the most recent ASF
conference outlining the problems faced during the
surveying and mapping of such a large cave.

Exploration in 2004

In July of 2004, a team of 14 returned to continue
work in Bullita. Our priorities were to continue
exploring and surveying (never one without the
other) in the southern part of the system, and also
to investigate the geology of the cave. The trip got
off to a less than auspicious start when, after nearly

Fallen block in the Frontyard

(Frontyard).

Main passage developed in the first shale
layer, with roof-level rift in the Supplejack
and deep floor trench (SOGS cave).

‘Tented’ passage
in the Supplejack
member, with
fig tree roots

Immature
passages in

the Supplejack
member, near the
surface contact
line with the
upper Skull Creek.
Note false floor,
popcorn deposits.
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3000 km of driving from Adelaide, the engine block
of my car cracked just nine kilometres from camp,
necessitating an engine transplant back in Adelaide,
several weeks later.

Towards the end of the previous year, exploration
had reached a point at what was, at that time, the
northern extremity of Mike’s Cave. From the finat
survey station was an appetising view down into a
broad chamber with several passages leading off.
Barely fifty metres back, we had passed an easy
walk-in entrance. Unfortunately, it had been the end
of a long day and there was no time to investigate
further. On the very first day’s caving of 2004, a party
was able to find this easy walk-in entrance from
the surface and within a few minutes were at the
previous year’s final survey point. It didn’t take long
to confirm what lay beyond — well over a kilometre
of broad interconnecting passages, mostly easy
walking and with well-developed floor trenches along
the major routes.

The following day, a new cave (Wadija Cave),
situated immediately south of SOGS and containing
passages as large as seen anywhere in the Bullita
system, was found and entered for the first time.
Some additional surveying was undertaken in the
central part of the Backyard near an area known as
the Hermitage Grange, and nearly a kilometre was
surveyed in the newly found section in the north of
Mike’s Cave. By the end of the day, the boundaries
of this section of Mikes cave had been more or less
established, with passages ending, to the north-
west, against the edge of the karst overlooking the
river and, to the north-east, against a major grike.
At the furthermost point, we found a way to climb
out of a daylight hole and up onto the karst, where a
spectacular view down the river awaited us.

Surveying continued in the same three areas over
the next few days. Further exploration in the north
of Mike's led to a section where the passages had
broadened to a point where the cave comprised not
so much a series of criss-crossing joint-controlled
passages but more resembled a mine stope with a
series of pillars holding up the roof. Meanwhile, a
second entrance was found in Wadija Cave, which
was now around a kilometre in surveyed length.

On day 6, most of the group took time off from
Bullita to do some work in an adjacent karst area
where several new caves were surveyed, but a day

Fig tree roots and gopcorn
deposits (BAA 34).3

Entrenched passage in the
Neighbours Block. The roof
is the base of the Supplejack
member.

later we were all back in Bullita again. Another half a
kilometre was surveyed in the new section of Mike's
Cave, and two parties returned to BAA34 for the
first time that year. We entered by the northernmost
entrance (Corner Cave) and after a 12 m chimney
down into the main system, slowly worked our way
south, checking out the remaining question marks in
this area. Most of the passages here are smallish and
"tent’ shaped in cross section. Although another 500
m was added, none of the question marks shown on
our map went far, and by the end of the day, there
were none remaining in the northern half of BAA34.
Given the vast number of such question marks still
remaining throughout the Bullita system, it was most
satisfying to have at least one ‘small’ section virtually
complete.

We had now been in camp for more than a week,
having surveyed over four kilometres of new cave
in the Bullita system alone. By superimposing the
survey over an aerial photo of the karst under which
the system was developed, it was clear that there
were several areas of karst which had not yet been
penetrated by known cave. One of these lay along
the north-west edge of the southern part of the
Backyard, and so it was here that we next focussed
our attention. Three teams each investigated
separate leads and soon entered new territory. The
passages here are generally smaller than those in
the main part of the 'Backyard’ and, because the
older sections of the cave are probably those closest
to the river, there was much collapse in this area.
Nevertheless, it proved to be fertile ground, with
over 800 m of new cave being mapped there on that
day. Some additional surveying was also undertaken
in the southern part of BAA34, bringing the total
length of the system to approximately 98 km by the
end of the day.

Most expeditions have their ups and downs,
and our final three days at Bullita in 2004 were no
exception. During the first two of these, a team
managed to install a camera in a lower section of
SOGS called The Drain — a long and painstaking
exercise. This was set up so as to be triggered by
rising floodwaters in the wet season to take photos
of the floodwaters underground. Another group
investigated a question mark in a remote part
of the karst which yielded only eight metres of
passage. A full day was spent assisting a newspaper




photographer to take surface and entrance photos.
Yet another team found some new cave passage in

a section of karst not yet connected to the Bullita
system, but because of the lateness of the day were
not able to do any surveying. Two teams managed to
map around 400 m in the ‘Backyard’.

Meanwhile, three of us had headed south, to
spend two days surveying in SOGS, with an overnight
bivouac close by. We entered SOGS via an entrance
overlooking the river that had been found from the
inside a couple of years previously. This section
consists of a network of 10-15 m wide passages with
numerous floor pits and some separate lower levels
requiring the occasional crawl — something of a rarity
in this cave! We first worked our way south, finally
reaching a balcony overlooking an impressive canyon
that had been surveyed the previous year. After tying
in the two surveys, we returned to the entrance and
worked our way north, keeping always to the west in
order to complete all of the passages which ended
against the edge of the karst overlooking the river.
Many of these were small and crawly and, although
progress was slow, it was satisfying to finish the day
with this section completed. At dusk, we retired to
our bivouac site — glad to be able to relax without
the three hour journey back to base camp.

The following day, we returned underground
bright and early. Over the next eight hours, we
completed mapping an area north and west of where
we had left off the previous day. The passages (The
Centipede Runs) were broad, mostly five to fifteen
metres wide, although some were quite low, and
again, there were many pits down to a lower level
which we had to leave for another day as we had no
ladders or handlines with us. During this time, we
found the route where one of us had climbed out
from The Drain to reach another entrance three years
ago. We also found a small but pristine calcite dome
containing some calcited-in flood debris. Eventually,
just on 4:00 pm, we closed our final loop, having
surveyed close on 1200 m over the two days. There
was just enough time left for the long walk back to
the vehicle. Late that night, the penultimate of the
expedition, we did a rough calculation of the total
cave length. It now stood at an estimated 99.6 km.,
perhaps a little less once the occasional duplicate
measurement had been removed from the survey.

On the final day, three teams returned to
the north-west edge of the southern part of the
‘Backyard’ — south of the Hermitage Grange. It
was not as promising as first anticipated, mostly
comprising a series of crawls among narrow passages
and fallen blocks. One team mapped around 300 m
here, a second managed to connect their section
via a series of low grovels to another area explored
several days earlier. The third group ran out of stuff
to do here after just 70 m and so returned to the
main part of the cave to look for other possible
targets. There was no shortage! There is still plenty
of relatively easy unexplored passages here waiting to
be mapped. After completing a 50 m low level sandy
drain which went nowhere, they surveyed 150 m of a
five metre wide walking passage parallel to the main
drag, and a side passage which led to a short pitch
down to a cross junction below, but which could not
be descended without a ladder. Such is the nature of
Bullita — it is a rare event indeed for a survey party
to complete a section of cave without leaving at least

several more appetising prospects for ‘next time’.

At 4:30, we all met at our prearranged rendezvous
point with a combined total of 750 m of survey
under our belts — enough, we estimated, to give us
sufficient to reach 100 km, allowing for the inevitable
*shrinkage’ that results from the subtraction of
duplicate survey legs and legs along or across known
passages. Nevertheless, we decided on one last
celebratory survey leg — just off the main passage
and about halfway back to the entrance. We found an
old station, with an unmapped side passage running
off, took the tape 30 m up to yet another junction
and established our final station for that year — a
cairn with a tag bearing the station number 04100K.
Then, after a multitude of photos, it was time to
return to camp for a final celebration before the long
journey back to civilisation.

Stromatolite dome near the upper Skull
Creek/Supplejack contact line.

Undercut 'tented’ passage
in the Frontyard.
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Exploration in 2005

With the ‘milestone’ of 100 km behind us this was
to be a year in which we not only continued with
the colossal task of mapping the whole of the Bullita
system, but also placed a much greater emphasis
on studying both the surface and underground
geology. We also allocated much of our time to
investigating separate blocks of karst to the north
and to the south-west of the Bullita system. At least
one tearn engaged in these geological studies and
reconnaissance trips further afield on a daily basis.

During the first three days of the 2005 expedition,
we focussed our investigations on the periphery of
the Builita karst, approximately half a kilometre
north-east of the northern extremity of Mike's Cave. A
small cave with around 100 m of passage was found,
and then a second (Gecko Cave) which appeared to
be more extensive. A third entrance further south,
about 50 m into the karst, looked equally promising,
and within 15 minutes of looking around here, we
broke through to the main Bullita system and found a
station from last year. During this, and the following
day, we surveyed some 400 m in the vicinity of this
third entrance and another 250 in Gecko Cave which
reached to within 50 m of Bullita. A day later, ancther
significant cave south-west of Mike’s was entered for
the first time and several hundred metres of large
passages were surveyed there.

On day three, a party also returned to Odyssey
which had been found and surveyed in 2001, but
not returned to since. It was Odyssey Cave that had
provided the link between BAA34 to the north and
SOGS Cave at the southern extremity of the Bullita
karst. Most of the stuff here is easy walking and in
the Supplejack. The main leads were to the north-
west, but these all ended at passage sloping up to
silted collapse. We had high hopes for the last lead,
but it just went back around to several other known
parts of Odyssey. By the end of the day, we managed
to knock off every last question mark on the map
— a very satisfying result despite us not finding a way
across the line of collapse which separates Odyssey
from the karst to the north-west. This section, at
least, is ready for a final drawing. Bit by bit, we were
getting there.

On day four, most of us travelled across the river
to look at Claymore Cave which had been surveyed

almost 20 years earlier by a British group and
described by Sterm and Smith (1991). With over 6 km
of surveyed passage, Claymore is just about entirely
developed in the Supplejack member, with passages
typically tented/rift-like, but with phreatic bells and
tubes here and there.

Over the foltowing two days, one group went
looking for entrances south-west of Mike's, but
only got into short and unpleasant stuff, Others
continued surveying small unfinished sections in the
northern part of the system. A third group managed
a good patch of ‘tidying up’ in an area south of the
Hermitage Grange in Berks where they mapped
around 350 m of new stuff, including a section which
connected to where we had surveyed on the last
day of the previous year, coming up underneath
the three-way pit we had found on an upper level.
Maost of our surveying here was in a mixture of broad
chambers and easy walking passages, several metres
wide.

It was now the half way point for this year’s
expedition. The camera which had been specially
designed te photograph rising floodwaters during the
wet season and placed in The Drain in SOGS Cave
last year was retrieved, but unfortunately it had not
survived the deluge. Two complete traverses were
surveyed from east to west through the northern
part of the cave, with cross sections being drawn in
every few metres to see how the cave changes from
the youngest to the oldest sections. We also returned
to BAA34 and determined the best route from the
entrance right through to the southern end in order
to by-pass a previously well-used passage that
contained some tiny cave pearls. We then marked all
the stations on this route with permanent metal tags.
Next, after sorting out a couple of anomalies with
the current map of BAA34, we headed for a station
in the south-west corner of the map which showed
a lead heading south. Before heading up this lead,
we popped up a rock slope to the right, through a
crawl in rock pile, and did not get back here until
the end of the day! By then we had surveyed a total
of 330 m of new stuff to the west and north-west
of our starting point— a mixture of small/medium-
sized "tented’ passage in the Supplejack and crawls
through breakdown. Presumably, despite this being
an older part of the cave, whatever passage was

Main chamber with side
passage in Skeleton Key cave.

Pit with fig tree roots. The roof
is the base of the Supplejack
member.

Phreatic passage with fig
tree roots, flowstone and
popcorn deposits.




developed below the Supplejack has either been lost
due to collapse or else has been silted up. We also
found a new easy walk in entrance, and tied back
into several other question marks on the periphery
of the old survey, completing another corner of the
cave.

A follow up trip to BAA34 the next day added
another 250 m to this area, following the edge of the
karst very neatly, finding more entrances, and leaving
no patch of karst untouched. There is a high density
of passage here. Nearby, a second survey party
mapped a further 300 m and reported several more
kilometres to go back to. Meanwhile, on the northem
tip of the Bullita System, a tagged entrance that had
been misplaced for some years was relocated.

While all this was going on, a reconnaissance
party found several entrances to the north of Wadija
Cave and east of SOGS. These led to a series of
interconnecting passages which were partly surveyed
on a follow up trip and were connected to the
extreme eastern corner of SOGS. Various minerals (eg
barytes), indicating hydrothermal activity in that area
sore time in the past, were found in this area.

Next, we returned to The Backyard for another
attempt to find a connection to Gecko Cave. We
pushed off one lead and spent a couple of hours in
some low grovely stuff, getting to within 10-20 m
of Gecko, but the leads petered out in rock pile.

We then moved further along the passage towards
Skeleton Key, through some low and very dusty crawls
to a turn off which was only 30-40 m from the nearest
point in Gecko. From here, we surveyed several

easy legs into a biggish chamber. Then, after half

an hour of poking around, we eventually found an
inconspicuous crawl through to Gecko.

Several more ‘tidying up’ survey trips were
conducted in various parts of the main system over
the next few days. On one of these, two of us took
one of the park rangers to the original (southern} part
of Mike’s Cave. We had intended to complete some of
the wall detail to the north-east of the passage that
had formed the connection between Mike's and the
rest of the Bullita system two years earlier, but never
got that far. Instead, we entered a question mark
on the south-east side, tied into two other question
marks just to the north of this, and mapped 400 m of
new stuff in the process. Most of this was a mixture
of crawls and walking-size passage in the upper shaly
layer immediately below the Supplejack. We filled
in a substantial patch, and left only one, somewhat
improbable, question mark.

With just two days left for caving, it was time to
revisit The Centipede Runs in SOGS cave, which we
had explored and partly mapped towards the end
of the previous year. We started with a question
mark just before last year’s final station which soon
connected to three other question marks in the
south-east corner of the Centipede Runs, completing
this whole section. Next, we proceeded north along
the main route and, where this turns right, we
continued in a northerly direction for maybe 50 m
to a lowish and dusty crawl which headed in the
direction of North SOGS. Straight ahead, was an
extensive and complex series of passages just below
the Supplejack. in many places these intersected
deep floor pits, most of which could not be
descended without ladders. We lowered a tape down
one — it reached a ledge at 14 m depth, and the pit

Fig tree roots
_ in BAA 34.

continued out of sight below. Eventually, we arrived
at a most impressive area where there are several
places overlooking a 10 m deep canyon. We returned
to this area the following day and, before long,
reached a climb down into a familiar-looking chamber
and found the third survey station in from the
entrance to North SOGS. The base of the Supplejack,
where all of the passages that we had been following
are developed, is only just a few metres below the
surface at this point. From below, leads such as this
connection must have looked like they were just
heading back to the outside. Finally, we finished the
whole of the upper area, and returned to our starting
point from where we investigated a lead south. This
continued for some distance into big walking passage
with a low link to the west back to the main route,
and a couple of leads to the surface. With no more
than an hour left before our scheduled exit time, we
then moved further along the main passage towards
‘old’ SOGS where several leads were noted on the
map. The first of these, continuing north, ran straight

Corraloid cave pearl.
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into another major series of 10 m wide passages,
similar to those on the main route and in the
Centipede Runs. Here, we had only enough time for
a few exploratory survey legs which nevertheless put
us over a kilometre for our two days here and pushed
Bullita to over 105 km.

The future

Despite directing our efforts in 2005 in more diverse
ways than in the past, we still added over 5 km to
the Bullita cave system. And there is still more to

Main passage developed in the upper
shale layer immediately below the
Supplejack member (Neighbour’s block).

26 | www.caves.org.au

Main passage
developed in the
upper shale layer
immediately below
the Supplejack
member. The floor
trench leads to a
separate and well
developed lower
level (SOGS cave).

add yet, maybe even several tens of kilometres,
before the mapping is complete. Of course, as more
and more of the unexplored parts of the system are
entered and surveyed, it is inevitable that future
survey trips will increasingly focus on correcting

and adding detail to the current maps. Completing
these, as well as continuing our work in other nearby
caves, will take us many years yet. In the meantime,
the Bullita Cave System, with its twenty-something
degree temperatures and endless walking passages is
an ideal environment for the ageing caver who has no
thoughts of retirement just yet!
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Two Hungarian speleologists killed
and seven others were trapped in

Italy.
21 February 2006

A team of ten Hungarian cavers visited the cave
Complesso diBila Pec (404 meters depth) in the
Canin Mounth, Region Friuli Venezia Giuliaand.
Italy. Three of them decided to interrupt their
excursions in the cave and to ascent to the surface.
After exiting the cave and descending to camp,
a small avalanche of soft snow hit them. They
survived and continued their way, but another
avalanche bigger than the first hit them killing
the two of them, a man and a girl. The third caver
was trapped under snow for 3 hours but eventually
freed herself. A quick search could not find the
others so she continued to base camp call for aid.
In the morming, the Italian Rescue Services
conducted a detailed search and found the bodies
if the two dead cavers. The bodies were transported
to a near city and many rescuers arrived to the
place of the accident trying to locate the remaining
cavers. In the evening, the three remaining
underground cavers came to the surface without
knowledge of the terrible news. They said that
there are four more members still inside, not
trapped, but exploring the cave at a depth of -350,
-400 meters without knowledge of what happened
and that it’s possible to plan to stay inside the cave
for one more day. When they exited, the remaining
cavers were transferred by helicopter to Sella Nevea
{UD). Soon after, the cavers returned to Hungary.
Source: Compiled from media and caver reports
by Joe Sydney, Australian National Cave Rescue
Commission.

Glenrocks long drop!

NHVSS Members have in recent months been exploring
a newly found cave at Glenrock in the Upper Hunter,
NSW. The cave that began as a small hole in amongst
some loose rocks has now been explored down to
-40m, making it the 2nd deepest known cave at
Glenrock. The Deepest Cave "Hens Teeth Cave” only
beats it by 7m. NHVSS members, Jodie, Kylie & Stuart
had to cease exploration on the last trip due to high
levels of carbon dioxide in the lower sections of the
cave. It is hoped that the next trip the cave will have
breathed a little more allowing further exploration.

% The cave has been named “Long Drop”.

Jodie Rutledge, NHVSS.

Stuart Argent
(NHVSS) Long Drop
Cave at Glenrock.

JODIE RUTLEDGE (NHYSS)

Arden finishes exploring
new find Glenrock Feb 04.
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Three Ukrainian speleologists killed !
in Abkhazia

Dear caving friends,

With a great pain and sadness, I have to inform
the international caver’s community about tragic
accident with Ukrainian cavers in Abkhazia. There
are many misleading and wrong information

in media news spreading around, but cavers

should be given facts. Since the mid of January
the speleological club of Kharkov conducted an
expedition to the Bzybsky Massif, the one adjacent
to Arabika massif, to continue their many years’
exploraticn of Bozhko Cave. In addition to Kharkov
club members, cavers from Kiev, Sevastopol and
Nova Kakhovka (Ukraine) and Samara (Russia)
joined the expedition, all members of the Ukr.S.A.
The cave exploration went smoothly and ended
successfully.

During recent days, the group of nine
expedition members were climbing down from the
mountains by feet. Weather conditions were bad,
with increasing snowfall. The group reached the
tree zone and stayed for a night at the altitude
of about 700m. In the early moming (5 am) a
forceful avalanche struck the temporary camp.
Five persons survived in the accident (although
injured to a various degree) but four cavers were
missing... In result of a search, performed by
the surviving group members after the accident,
one caver had been found dead. They were not
able to transport him down, so they left him in a
marked location. The other three victims were not
found. Considering the bad condition of the group,
dramatically deteriorating weather and virtually
zero chance to find the missing people alive, the
rest of the group went down and reached a viltage
yesterday morning.

Continued snowfall precluded any possibility
to perform an immediate search operation. The
Ukrainian Speleclogical Association and the Sochi
(Russia) rescue unit are organizing the search
work but the operation will start when the snow
condition permit, presumably in one week or
so. Heavy snowfall during the last several days
excluded any possibility of immediate action,
although there was no hope for survivors. The
lost cavers were: Danylo Nasedkin (Kiev), Maxim
Gerasimenko (Sevastolol’), Dmitry Chernenko (Hova
Kakhovka) and Igor Bednikov (Samara). The shock
and loss are enormous for relatives, friends, for the
Ukr.S.A. and the whole caving community.

Alexander Klimchouk

UIS KHS Commission website and The Virtual
Sc1ent1f1c Journal: www.speleogenesis.info

oo oo oon o on oon oo e oo om o mm M EE En E T M R N M B R G S ST SN M R MY G M M SN G M e S M M B S Em e M Em o S S Ee Ee E e S

Marcus LOVES Glenrock Karst Sept 04.
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FROM OUTER SPACE TO INNER
SPACE. NSS CONVENTION 2005.

In June 2005, three Aussies made the trek to the NSS Convention which was held

in southern US state of Alabama. The city Huntsville, located in the foothills of the
Appalachian Mountains, with 5000 Caves within 100km and 65m pits within the city
limits was the perfect place to hold a caver’s convention.

By Jenny Whitby.

Jenny Whitby is a
member of lllawarra

& Sydney University
Speleological Societies.

With her husband Gary
this is their second NSS
Convention attendance,
the first being in West
Virginia, USA in 2000.

PETER BOSTEQ

arren Dowler, Gary Whitby & Jenny Whitby all

from Illawarra & Sydney University Speleological
Societies attended the National Speleological Society
convention which was held 4-8 July. Huntsville, also
known as the 'Rocket City’ which has a long history
of contributions to the United States Space Program.
It is home to the Marshall Space Flight Center, and
the United States Space & Rocket Center and also the
home and headquarters of the NSS. The convention’s
slogan was aptly titled "From outer space to inner
space”.

On route to convention a weeklong detour to
South Dakota was made to visit friends who recently
had taken up jobs with National Parks at Wind &
Jewel Caves. Well, when you fly from Sydney to Los
Angeles then almost across the US, a detour veering
north a few states from California isn't really that
far out of the way. Just like taking the scenic route.
Jewel Cave is presently the 3 longest cave in the
world at 218.18Km. Wind Cave recently over took
Lechuguilla in length and is presently 5" longest
at 193.93km. Visits were made to both show cave
systems and although only 35km apart, the caves
are very different with Jewel Cave full of nailhead
spar, and Wind Cave full of boxwork. Whilst in the
area, trips to Devils Monument and the well known
landmark Mt Rushmore were made along with visits to
several other privately owned show caves. A highlight
of the week was participating on some survey trips
pushing new leads in Wind Cave.

Then it was time to fly to the southeast to the
TAG area, home of this year's convention. TAG stands
for the states Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia. This
area is best known for its wide variety of vertical
pits and shafts, and home to over 13000 caves. So
little time, so many caves! First cave of the south
we encountered was McBrides Cave, a multi pitch,
wet cave. This is a cave that was the scene of a
major rescue in 1997, that has recently been made
into a documentary "Expeditions to the Edge, Cave
Flood”. A trip where flood waters trapped a group
of experienced cavers, of which about half ended
up with injuries including broken bones. The night
before the cave trip, our hosts showed us this film!

There was no rain forecast for our trip and we made
a safe journey.

Next, stop was the pre convention camp based
at Rock Island, near Spencer Tennessee. This region
offers some spectacular caving, with some mighty
big caves and pits. We were fortunate tc go on some
amazing trips including a trip to the longest cave in
Tennessee called Blue Springs cave with over 53km
of passage. Our trip leader was Bill Walters who
discovered and mapped a lot of this system, and also
on the trip were Art & Peggy Palmer, authors and well
known geologists. Probably the most impressive cave
on the pre convention camp we visited was Rumbling
Falls Cave. This cave first discovered in 1997 and
had a length of 166m, until a passage was found in
1998 that led to an impressive 67m abseil named
Stupendous Pit. This freehang abseil leads down the
center of a 5-acre underground chamber named the
Rumble Room, the 2™ largest cavern in the US. From
here a river passage was found that went for many
kilometres. The exploration was completed in late
2002, and the cave now has a length of 25.85km.
We were fortunate to be accompanied on this trip
by Marion Q. Smith, who was a driving force in the
exploration of this cave and who was the guy who
found Stupendous Pit. So after 5 days of awesome
TAG caving, and pit bopping as the locals call it, it
was time to head to Huntsville to join the other 1360
cavers at convention!

It was Darren’s first NSS convention, with Gary
& | having been to one in West Virginia in 2000.
Sessions and workshops were held during the day,
then activities were also planned at night for the
whole week, Opening night was celebrated by having
a "Howdy Party” and this year, it coincided with 4th
of July. The campground was ringside to the city
fireworks display so along with a meal, band and
free grog a good night was had by all 1360 cavers.

Orange coloured Salamander in Webster’s Hole.
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The stunning 78m Valhalla entrance pit, note 2
cavers on separate ropes.

Other nights activities were an auction evening,
Photo Salon, Banguet Awards night. The NSS booked
out the U.S. Space and Rocket Center & Museumn
where a Space Party was held. Here we had a dinner,
then looked at the exhibits, watched an IMAX space
movie, crashed space simulators, and rode all sorts
of space rides. Also there was an open house at

NSS headquarters in Cave Avenue, which houses an
amazing library, and they even have a cave in their
backyard.

Many sessions were attended covering a wide
variety of topics including, biclogy, geology, cave
history, cave conservation, cartography, photographic
and rescue workshops to name a few. US &
international exploration sessions are always popular,
this year we heard about trips to China, Cuba, Peru,
Hawaii, Borneo, Saudi Arabia, Belize, New Zealand

Bison at Wind Cave.
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Second pitch in McBrides Cave.

and heard Bill Stone speak about his deep dive trips
in Mexico. If you got all sessioned out from the choice
of talks, there was always the photographic display,
Speleoart exhibition or the caving vendors where you
could spend all your money. Cave shoppers paradise!
Late in the week during convention, we were invited
on an afternoon trip to TAG classic cave named
Valhalla, with a 76m open single pitch, an offer we
couldn’t refuse. Then on the fifth day, the convention
wrapped up with a banquet and awards presentation,
followed by a final campground party. The next
morning, holidays had come to an end for the three
cavers from down under, and it was time to head back
to Australia. For the rest of them, many headed off to
post convention caving trips held around the area and
adjoining states.

TAG is a vertical caver’s paradise, an area
abundant with caves, and where even today new ones
are still being found. NSS convention was a fun time,
we met some great people, and saw some awesome
caves. If you ever get the opportunity to attend
either an NSS convention (which are held annually) or
go caving in TAG, it is well worth the experience.

GARY WHITBY

JENNY WHITBY

Avenue Huntsville.

Thousands of publications to browse at the NSS Library, in Cave

JENNIFER FOOTE

Stephens Gap Cave.
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Headlamps.
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DUO Range

The DUO range of headlamps provide ec
waterproof™ hybrid lighting.
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The DUO LED comes in two models with either5
or 8 LEDs, giving a very white close proximity light
and a long burn time, alongside a halogen bulb for
long range light (up to 100m). i
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The 8 LED model has three switchable lighting
levels and a long duration survival light function.
Uses 4AA batteries in a battery pack carried onthe
head. =

LY

DUOBELT LED

The DUOBELT LEDs are 6V
headlamps with dual light
source. Available with 5, 8 or
14 LEDs and a halogen bulb
for long range light (up to
100m).

*£907 MSN POOMSIRY) 39935 SAQID -7/ SuljuLlg §,U0sqoq J23ulld

The 8 and 14 LED models
have three switchable lighting
levels and a long duration
survival light function.
Includes 4 x C Cell batteries
in a rigid, belt mountable

pack.
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*Waterproof to 5m using
IP X8 standard.

These lights are NOT
intended for diving!

Petzl products are exclusively distributed by:

Spelean Pty Ltd, P.O. Box 645, ARTARMON, NSW 1570
Ph: 02 9966 9800, Fax: 02 9966 9811 ) Wi patal.com
Spelean (NZ) Ltd, P.O. Box 219, OAMARU
Tel: 03 434 9535, Fax: 03 434 9887
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Photo: Reseau de Bufo Fret, in the French Pyrenees. © Christophe Levillain
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