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After the last general meeting, the H.C.G. seems to 
: , ' have got off to a " good new start; It , is~od ~o ~ee a few 
: , ": new faces, and)'le 'f(cloorll!:.the new membersl-~~~ ,, ~ ~..E_ !!: _~~c , 

,J , / t-ih!~~t~~~- ~!xih~e~ii-n~g~~-ll1i~S~gL . ..M!J.y[)~ _ VIIE._~E.:1 ~ee 
i ; If: .. -... ---- ' ... -- .. ---- .. ,--- _..Y -r' 

~ "I Con'trary to what ~~rin~~§, .. ~ the last iSi';!!!£J-iL 
' J, _~_El" .~.9w been :Ccraeif"tna9 al1ffioiiles recci"VCQoy the "'CalO!i> 

ite" will go ,toward$ bl.\l:mg equipment for the maga" ~U!J and 
not towards Ij:.C.G.tri:iIidS a~igrnaTIy:~~~~'9'&t-So, I:lUybe 
in the (dim, distnnt) future we wi~~e able to issue a 
magazine with dtravrings (?) photographs (? 1) colour(? t? l) , 
(Let's not get too ambitious, we have yet to produce a leg-
ible copy. Sub-Ed). ' " 

When the H.C.G. made a proposal a t the meeting of 
22nd February about "OPERATION DUS'L'BIN" in affiliation with 
other groups and " societies ; we certainly didn't expect so 
much interest shovm, nor did we cxpcct things to move so 

f ast. The weekend has been chosen, end 11 progranune out'-;. 
lincs ', 

IIaving the official backing of A.S.F., VIC certainly 
helped to start something.Now let us hope that the actual 

, . i ~, I the r~ght direction will do. 

, "r. ,work done will be as entll\;lSias:t;~c as the :response has been. , 1;" ""'J:t ju~t shm~sVllm, t a little ptdh and a bit of talking in 

,- ~ '. f\ .. . . ~ . . 
~ J " ,>:, " Ou:Ji ,thoriks to Glen CheiJ.dler (S.U.S.S.),Evalt Crabb 

~ 
; and thos~ mvol ved in the making imd organismg of this 
project". 

** ** ** ***.'* itt ** * ** ** * ** ** * * ** * !Ie *** * * * '1:* ***",: * * ):~ "..:** * * ** **** * * ** 
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of the rOld GuArd', 
a little crOWded. 

~A=G=E=2 

and six now faces. Arthur's house looked ""1 

The Constitution was read through and adopted after 
discussions on certain points., Our th.anks tq the Constit­
ution Sub-'committee in helping draft the constitution." 

Office bearers were elected ns followsl-

President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 
Conmnttee Membcrs:-

Mr. E. Crabb 

Mr. D. G£mt-Thompson 

Mr. E. Powell 
Messrs. J. Kerr; B. Pearcey; [U'ld 
'A. Rose (Q.M.) 

Record Keeper: Mr. R. Booth. 

A motion was adopted that the "Calcito" funds are 
to be kept sepexate from the H.C.G. funds. 

Next on the agenda was a report on "OPERATION DUSTBIN" 
The Bungonian Reserve Trust hilS e:.<:p:c(;ssed interest in the ideo., 
but will be unable to help physie£',lly. Vurious other soc- . 
ieties were contacted and expressed thcID enthusiasm to the 
effect that 4th-5th Mlly 1963 is "OPERATION DUSTBllP' weekend 
and SSS, SUSS, NNSV[SS, together with BlacktoVin SS are definite 
in their appearnnce, while members of Newcastle, Canberra, and 
Woolongong will appear G£ possible. 

As "O-D" has the official backing of the A.S.F~, it ' 
seems ' that we nrc realising the possibility of co-operation 
and co-ordination with federated end non-federated groups and 
sociJIJties. (Fan-fnrc of trumpets off-stage, and a Goon-type ' 
voice crying, "There's hope for Australian Speliology, yet" ~ 

The progrnmme to be followed is:--

Cleaning up by all voncerned on the Saturday. 
A Giant Bnr-B-Q on Saturd.8y eveninl!Jn with caving 
on the Sunday. 

Owing to the expansion of numbers in the Group, it 
(Cont P3.) 
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would be advisable to hire a hall for our next meeting which wi 
hove to be able to do. , rhe next meeting will be on the 28th 
April, starting at 7:45 p.m. (Sharp, 'Mr, Sub-Edtl) 
****.***.*.***~ •• ** •••• ****~!~*****.* •••• *************.*·**·*.4 

REPORr ON EAETER ~.'RIE' 
===============~~= 

Eleven people were on the trip to Bungonia at Easter, 
travelling down in three cars, two cars leaving at 11.00 
p.m. Thursday, arriving early Friday morning, with Hatarl 
arriving four hours or so later. 

Hatari was actually found in the region of the Grille, 
Grant . evidently under the :ilnpression that he would be the 
first one to drive a Land-Rover to the bottom of the Grille, 
(Can you imag5ne a Land-Rover cl:ilnbing down the long ladder?) 

Fri~ morning was spent un general caving and familiul" 
isation of the area for the new members. 

. That. evening was spent in visiting thr cmp of more 
potential members and then night surveying in the Fossil 
by all the Group plus two girls from the above mcmtioned 
camp. 

Saturday morning, surface mapping - then one party went 
abseiling over Hogan's, another went for a waDe, 'while the 
remainder went' into Golbourne for umpteen-bottles of liquid 
refreshment in order that they could celebrat e Eddy's 21st 
Burp (hic) day in style. 

That ~t was spent in a haze of ("lcoholic befuddlement 
enlivened by the arrival of the first ' swimner ever to reach 
Bungonia accompanied by his pet Heinkel. 

Roger ~ought he was pary'1~sed at one stage, John kept 
on looking for a new cave under the water-tank, while Grant 
wqs tnking off a cross between Tai-~ and the Leader of the 
Light Brigade at Balaclava in tzyiri to put his bed in the 
back of Hatari. . There were also s ~zy other goings .on, 
about which there is vezy little r ecol ,\ction. 
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On Sunday morning, the group went looking for the Chalk i Cave, the N-N (Who said Eddy was lost?) and the western area 
~~",~~,,--------------________ ~~========~_L~r.~.o~ndt~.~P~a~R~e~· J~~J~==============~ .. , 
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around the caretaker's cGt1ulge. After lunch they ¥~.ope'Q.d-~'I'., 'd 
back tO ' the Lookdown in search of the "Sirius U Cave/AMONG OTHER , , 
thi~gs (Who .~s, to abseil over th,Lookdovm?) ~,all returned : I ,! 
t~ CDIllp' before ightfa11 except for Bl~ end Ev. who~ent .:.J\ 
waD.q.ering off to ~~~_ slope area where- Mr.0rabb tr~d-j;o , i 
do th, disappeo.r:ing __ ~~er :tile edge of 0. 700' drop, but didrt"t : II' , 
succeed'-( what 0. pityn) ___ ' .' " ' , , 

~ , ----.-.. "1 
In the evening, there was a late trip to the Grille ! I/.~: " 

with general exploration around the Bat Chrunber. According tkI I " Y' 
reports received, there was 0. pretty clever rescue carried out \ I' 
by the group, or so they say., Look out for your lDm'ells, I 
Arthur, someone's after them. , 

, I 

Early stnrt Monday morning, with Ev leaving first. 
(How could he tea r mimself away???), and the others leaving 
shortil;y- afterwards. They had 0. ~ood wash in Bungonia Creek" 
the first good one in four days ~the stinkers). 

Roger had 0. little verbal fencing with a constable 
when nearly home, but managed to convince him that he was the 
legal driver/owner of his car. 

All in all they had a pleasant, though erratic 
weekend" with all the work set being completed. 

11.,'.11*'1.".".'1*"."*11*".11*11*"*11*"."*1'*11*11*"*1'.11*"*1'."*"*"*11*1'*1'.'1 
.:i~:..o oJ.f;, j i1:. ' 

Watch out' everybodY', a I little bloke; thongs, leather 
trousers, duffel coat and, bowler ha t. , He always ca rries with 
hima. smo.ll pink umbrella. If you should see such a character 
around" go up and challenge him saying, "You are Mr. Cal Siet" '. 
and he will give you a 50 years subscription for the magazine; , 
but remember, he is very difficult to find. 

"They seek him here" they seek him there, 
H.C.Gars seek him everywhere. 
Is he in aarkness? Is he in lif',ht? 
That very hard to find Cal Sict." 

.)1 11$"* fl. II * "* "* "*"*"* 11 * "* "* u* "* "* "* II. H* Ii* "* n* "* 11* "* "* II * 1/*11 *' '1* II ICc "" . 
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A Short StOry: 

A party of cavers were ' going down a cave; ,,:two pf' ,them 
pushed on ahead of the other three, " One of the 171m was a 
very refined young lady, wlri,le her companion was a bit of'a 
rough talking sort of a bloke. . ' 

Wijile the bloke Was descending the shaft, the young 
lady dislodged a fair size hunk of rock which fell with con~ 
siderable , force on the bloke's head. 

There imnedi£.tely issued a spate of foul language. TH 
young l ady, being as refined as she was, fainted clean away 
at the sounds coming up the shaft • . 

, /·j~t } hen, j;hf othc;lr three blo!<~s ~oame along, in time 
to hear l.thel~QSt··J'tre~::pf · ~:,:~ctiV2.::COming from the shaft • . 

,Just 'then, the other three blokes came along, in time 
to hear the last stream of invective IIIIIhming from the shaft. 

''HaUot, . V/ha.t' s happened to Cynthia?" says the first., :, 

"It ' looks as though she' B fainted,"" sEl(ls the second •. 

"I wonder what caused that?" said the' first. , 

"I don't know,", replied the second. ' . 

The thrid bloke who had been 
ing thoughtful suddenl,y speaks up: 
Asphyxiation, ~'" 

s tanding to one side 1001'" 
"rt's ' .a clear case of 

"Asphyxiation?' l'!0w do you work that out,". the other ' 
two cry . .. 

"1l1h" · 'ti uit le " ' h "Cynth!" , had ".'11, 'r; s q: e c ar, .. sayliS e" ". a s a" 
'\. " heavy dose of IOUL ;AlRU!!·'" 

'" .1t.tI.tl~".II~" .1I • . t1~~II.n .n* n~.1t *tt*" *'~.II* II~ 11* u.n. n.lI~tl.l .. 
-the-l3yt\, . Ml'-~ Siet'·~ports th~t a certall1~rty has , 

bee driVin~~ EdI't6:c....!lear\y~_ the 'w I with t~ruJ.d. ' 
descr tions of ~tairi ihv;;:iO~ aimed t making tlle"..studJ 
of carbo ioxida ' the Bungo · , ca~es a t simpler~~ , 
Maybe the up will e more of h:j,s"at a I ' cr date., .. . _- -- ~~- ',- ... 
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THE BUNGONIA AREA 
By permiiision of ' Mr. E. , Crabb, 

, The main known cave's at BlIDgonia occur within a res~rve 
of, 6ilQ,acres" in a much more extensive deposit of limestone. , The, , 
depth of this deposit, whi9h is of Silurean period origin, is est- , 
imated to be at least 1000' feet." There are munerous entrances, 
possib~ upwards of one hlIDdred, and one 'of these, 'rhe BlIDgonia, 

) 

" 

or Grille Cave, was , open to the public arolIDd the turn of the 
century. The main features of the caves so far explored are:­
'Rough interiors, ,with few, mainly ~ formations, predominat~ 

I" I :" ' ~ " :'; ! . :J; ,';.I 

ly vertical 'drop entrances, no clear navigable water passages, 
and a varyiUg concentration of Carbon Dimxide in the atmosphere. 
There is one known efflux, believed to drain from all the caves 

j
l. .oJ 

J ... 

. 
, \ 

in the reserve, which rIIDS into BlIDgonia Dreek downstream from 
Jerra Creek, 

1 \ 

During recent aurface mapping by the s.s.s~" most cave 
entrances were identified by a code number, and for further desc~'I " 
iption, ,this identification will be adhered to. '" 

I 

'I 

THE BUNGONIA OR GRILLE CAVE 
============~===~ __ ======== i ' . " I~ 

the jlIDction of " 
The main cave of the area situated at/three water- ;1 [ 

cour~es, the entranco covered by 'an' iron grille gate, is situated , 
about 20 feet ,above a sink now silted. , :The main passage spirals .. , 
down anti .. clockwise, then runs almost due South to a ' depth of about 'i i 
160, feet. , ,' It then reverses direction" and all further passages ': ',,,,I j 
run to the north. ..Altpgether there are eleven iron ladde:bs in the ,!: 
cave, or which seven are between the entrance and the 160 footlevelr , 
Between the sixth and seventh ladders, a passage runs to some fO~ I:1 
ation,s protected by chiCken wire, then to the top of a long muddy -.;- ! 'I 
slope • . , From the bottom of the s.Ym:lth ladder, another passage riuu1 1' I 
over" a , horizontal ladder, along 11 ' wntercourse. meeting the other ' " I i 
'Passage at the muddy slope, " , Between the entrance and the top of ' : I 
thi~ muddy slope is a huge complex of , passages connecting between I I 
and arolIDd the two main paths. ' In some of the smaller passages , I, 
near the entrance are IllIll'\Y fo:nnations of IllIll'\Y types, now ~ and ' 'i 1. 
dUSty, ,ArolIDd the base of the muddy slope there is usually a variei 1 
of J.ife, such aa white centipedes, worms, and weetas. · , From the ,tlllP I 
of the muddy !;llope, a now ~ watercourse runs down, and joins the' ! 
present watercourse. This passage is narrow, ~d lined with ~ fli - I 

, (Cont page 7) ! 
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,d stala~~~,; fqrn,ia:j;i6~; 'i i~ 1sjknownas "The Piano"~ At the 
d of th1s section;,' an', iron", ladder leads up to the IICrystnl 
lace". ' Ai,~'t-':\.e~ 'Of 16w chambers, ' once ,absolutely , covered 
I white, 1l:ve' f6pnii.~iQna;, ~ : straws; shawls , and helectitell. 

r m here , a passhgefuils",'gown, follOwing a watercourse, ending 
l a large chamb~rJ l.fficiM' as ' ~~e 2Bat Chamber". Here. tpere 
.~rs to be " an'~,upwarq. ; extens10n, but a scaling pole 1S1 requ-

(""hiffor furthet lexploration. The , main watercourse continues 
~roUgh a tight" squeeze to a large, , low roofed sloping cave, to 
tether junction'~ From here, one tunnel, low and narrow, sll::opes 
,wn for quite some distance, ending in an almost vertical cleft 
~ approximately ,'90 feet.depth , ,to running water ending in a 
phon. There :would appear to be further passages from the 
eft, but difficult conditions have hampered exploration to date. 

ost bats are insectivorous but some live 'on fruit and certain 
pecies will suck the blood of sleeping animals. 

heir flight ,is ,so 
Insects in ' flight, 

': ~, . ~ If .'" 
I.,' .: 

fi: " :r· 

jerky find irregular owing to their catching 
sen4ti.nEL up to ,, 200 ultra-soidc pulses per 

"f ~.~ : +1.,. ' ". '. 
",,; :,: , :' (contiT"'ed page 8) . -". . . 
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Bats (continued): 

second and' listening to the echo. According to scientists, ounce , 
for ounce and watt for watt, a bat's sound system is a thousand inillion 
times more .sensitive ·and efficient than either radar or sonnar devices 
inventer?- by man. . 

I 
) 

, , 

... J ) 
They can also avoid c-.1TJ ~6lII!!ling system, :t'ecognising their own echoes 
in a room with 70 loudspeakers, and 28 hair thin wires, strung at 
random. The speakerswere .reproducing noise 2000 times as intense as 

I 

1"""'Ir.:-',the ?C~O, anrl on the s ~,," ' } frequen?y, but sti~1 the ba~s flew without 
\. .~ ,, ' 'colb.sJ.ono They can also recogn:LSe the echmes from J.nsel&'bs and . 

! . differentiate between eehocr returnod from braIlChes and trees,. etc. 
\ 

Another inte:~esting foct about buts is th..'lt the life-span compared iI' 

. to its size (mrunnn ls) is very l ong. A field mouse seldom lives 
longer than a y eor, while a horso is old at 17. Ma llY species of bats · I 
live to be 20 or more, and although their diet is mainly fatty insects, I' 
there is no marked difference in the arterial walls of a bat of one 
or a · bat of . tvr.~ ·:lty. How bats age without m.'·::arial deterioration 13 J 

I 
..... ..... J. what scientists are trying to find out. . 'I .. 

1 Virus infecti ns that strike other mammals, have little effect on bats, '. 1 
and they are the only uninw.ls that generalJ.;1 survive rabies. Once . 
this imunity factor is isolated, manki.;.'::l will have a new serum with ~ 
which to. fight new ' diaqo.ses. '] 

1 

.i II 

, the only IIllEIIIllD.l. that can hold male sperm in storage until such time as 1 
" . "J" When breeding" the bats are still unconforming, as the female bat is 

"h 'C1:t is needed. Most bats mate ' in Autumn, before hibernating, but only , . ~ 
' I -'- ovulate in the following spring, thus allowing fertilisati.on. They also :.1 
I form ~ternity wnrds, infesting steeples, attics and reces.ses around 

j I farms. ·The males are put out to solitar.\l roosts. Olnly one baby is 
. ,. uaual~ born. at a time. If scientists can discover the scret of a 

, , , , 
( 

" 

i 
" 

female"s storage of sperm there might be a new method of a:rtificial 
insemi11D.:I;ion :for 8Ilimals, and gould give new clues to human infertility 
problems. 

., 

1 
.1 

'1 
• ~ ., j 

There ore 1300 known species of bllts, and they populllte 1111 nress of · the :l 
' world, excep~ thepolllr regions. Contrnry to popular belicf" they ar~ " 1\ 
not dirty" :LIl fact they ore very clean anirnnls. Also they are npt blind. . 
" '~()t all bats hibernate, but hundreds of thousands vanish curing the ',:", -I 
, ntcr' months. Where do all the bats go in the Vlint t· ? N .. i., :1 
' '. "lIly kno ' d' t· t t er J.Ill.e 0 one , ,. ' 
, c " ws, an J. ~s a presen a subject of researchp; ",,: :: 

---_ .. _-------------_._._---_ .. _-_._--_._-- .. --.~--.. --.-~~ .,.;.. , ..... .... :::~::;.;:;_...rll"A .......... -.... .... - .. E 
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