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EDITORTAL:

After the last general meeting, the H.C.G. seems to
have got off to a good new sterts” It is gpod to see a few
new faces, and we Wcloome the new mem‘bers}lzut it is a shame
to find some of the old ones missing,  Moybe we will see
" them at the next” meetmg¢

g (((i’ﬁ |
Contrary to what @vas printed in the last issue,_;t
) ‘has now been decided tl}ﬂﬂa.ll monies rcceived by the "Colod
ite" will go towards buying equipment for the maga: lne and
not towards H.C.G.}fuhds as s _originally-statedg: -t So, maybe
in the (Adim, distant) future we will be able to issue &
magazine with @rawings (?) photographs (?1) colour(?i?l),

(Let's not get too ambitious, we have yet to producc a leg-

ible copys Sub=Ed),

When the H.C.G. made a proposal at the meeting of
_ 22nd February about "OPERATION DUSTBIN" in affiliation with
e other groups and societies, we certainly didn't expect so
much interest shown, nor did we expect things to move so
fasts The weeckend has been chosen, and a programme outes
L lin059 l ’

. Having the official backing of A.S.F., we certainly
helped to start something.Now let us hope that the actual
f?“ work done will be as cnthusiastic as the response has beens
It just shows what a little push and a bit of talking in

g i /I *the right d:u:‘ection will do,
L f'. i
Yot 7 g Oup thanks to Glen Chandler (S.U.S.8.), Evalt Crabb
'? - ‘and those involved in the making and organising of this
projecte
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| Ed. bz ddd), it started a Yot earli

ere were thirteen present, seven
(Gont P.Z.)
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of the '01d Guard®, and six new faces. Arthur's house looked
a little crowded,

The Constitution was read shrough and adopted after
discussions on certain pointse,. Our thanks to the Constit-
ution Sub-committee in helping draft the constitution,..

Office bearcrs were elected as followsti-

President Mr. E. Crabb
Secretary Mrs D. Gant-Thompson
Treasurer Mr., B, Powell

Committec Members:—~ Messrs. J. Kerr; B. Pearcey; ond
‘Ae Rose (Q.M.)
Record Keceper: MNMr. Rs Bootha

A motion was adopted that the "Calcite" funds are
to be kept seperate from the H.C.G. funds,

Mext on the agenda was a report on "OPERATION DUSTBIN
The Bungonian Rcserve Trust has capressed interest in the idea,
but will be unable to help physicelly, Various other soc— -
icties were contacted and expressed their enthusiasm to the
effect that 4th-5th May 41963 is "OPERATION DUSTBIN" weckend
and S8S, SUSS, NNSWSS, together with Blacktown 88 ere definite
in their appcaronce, while members of Newcastle, Canberra, and
Woolongong will appear tf possibles

As "O~D" has the official backing of the A.S.F., it
seems that we are realising the possibility of co-operation
and co~ordination with federated and non-federated groups and
socidticss (Fan-farc of trumpets off-stage, and a Goon-type
voice crying, "There's hope for Australisn Speliology, yet"«

The programme to be followed igi——

Cleaning up by all woncerned on the Saturday.

A Giant Baxr-B-Q on Saturday eveningm with caving
on the Sundaye.

Owing to the expansion of numbers in the Group, it
(Cont P3,)
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would be advisable to hire a hall for our next meeting which wy
hope to be able to do, The next meeting will be on the 28th

April, starting at 7:45 pems (Sharp, Mr, Sub-Edil)
****#*##**######lhk####***t#!gt*tt##**t*t##*#**#*#***t*#t*#**#*‘
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Eleven people were on the trip to Bungonia at Easter,
travelling down in three cars, two cars leaving at 11,00
peme Thursday, arriving early Friday morning, with Hatard
arriving four hours or so later,

Hatari was actually found in the region of the Grille,
Grant evidently under the impression that he would be the
first one to drive a Land-Rover to the bottom of the Grille,
(Can you imagine a Land~Rover climbing down the long ladder?)

Fridsy morning was spent un general caving and familieais = iH

isation of the area for the new members,

- That evening was spent in visiting thr cemp of more
potential members and then night surveying in the Fossil
by all the Group plus two girls from the above memtioned

Ccalllpa

Saturday morning, surface mapping - then one party went
abseiling over Hogen's, another went for a walk, while the
remainddr went into Golbourne for umpteen~bottles of liquid
refreshment in order that they could celebrate Eddy's 21st

Burp (hic) day in style.

. That night was spent in a haze of slcoholic befuddlement
enlivened by the arrival of the first swimmer ever to reach
Bungonia accompanied by his pet Heinkel.

Roger thought he was pa:y\ised at one stage, John kept
on looking for a new cave under the water-tank, while Grant
was teaking off a cross between Targan and the Leader of the
Light Brigede at Balaclave in tryinyg to put his bed in the
back of Hatari. @ There were also sundry other goings on,
about which there is very little recol e\ction.

On Sunday morning, the group went looking for the Chalk

Cave, the N=N (Who said Eddy was lost?) and the western area | i_;‘]

o oonta _Page 4)
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around the caretaker's cétpage, After lunch they
back to the Lookdown in search of the "Sirius" Cave /AMONG OTHER
things (Who wyants to abseil over the Lookdovn?) and all returned
to camp beforé~nightfall except for Blayne and Ev, ~who.went

ering off to e\zh'{i slope arca wherd Mr, Crabb tried.to

ea\ isappearing act_over the edge of a 700' drep, but didn't
succee ( - :

what & pityll) T~

O

In the evening, there was a late trip to the Grille
with general exploration around the Bat Chamber, According th
reports received, there was a pretty clever rewcue carried out

by the group, or so they says ILook out for your lomrells,
Arthur, someone's after them,

Early start Monday morning, with Ev leaving first.
(How could he tear himself away???), and the others leaving
short}y afterwardse They had a good wash in Bungonia Creek,.
the first good one in four days %the stinkers) .

Roger had a little verbal fencing with a constable

when nearly home, but managed to convince him that he was the
legal driver/owner of his car.

A1l in all they had a pleasant, though erratic
weekend, with all the work set being completed.

ll*'Il*ll*ll*“#ll*ll#ll#"*"v"#"#ll*ll*ll#ﬂ#lf*I!*Tl:Bl'l*ll*II*II*II#II*II*H*"*II*ll#l!*ll
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Watch out'eVexyboiv y & 1itt1e bloke; thongs, leather
trousers, duffel coat and bowler hat, He always carries with
hima small pink umbrellas If you should see such a character
around, go up and challenge him saying, "You are Mr, Cal Siet" .
and he will give you a 50 years subscription for the magazine;
but remember, he is very difficult to find,

"They seek him here, they seek him there,
H.C.Gers seek him everywhere.

Is he in darkness? Is he in light?
That very hard to find Cal Siet,"
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A Short Story:

A party of cavers were going down a cave, two of them
pushed on shead of the other three, .One of the two was a
very refined young lady, while her companion was a bit of a
rough talking sort of a bloke, .

Wdile the bloke was descending the shaft, the young

lady distodged a fair size hunk of rock which fell with con- -

siderable force on the bloke's head, .

There immedictely issued a spate of foul language. TH
young lady, being as refined as she was, fainted clean away

at the sounds coming up the shaft, .

~Just then, the other three blokes came along, in time
to hear /thé % Aast” streapl of invective ‘coming from the shaft..

. Just then, the other three blokes came along, in time
to hear the last stream of invective mibming from the shaft, .

"Hallol ~ What's happened to Cynthia?" says the firste . .

"I% looks as though she's fainted," says the second,.
"I wonder what caused that?" said the first. .

"I don't know," replied the second. .

The thrid bloke who had been standing to one side lool: .

ing thoughtful suddenly speaks up: = "It's a clear case of
Asphyxiation, .

"Asphyxiation?* How do you work that out," the other
two cry, -

"Why, #tis quite clear," says he, “Cynthia's had & .

heévy dose of POUL AIRYSY..

*"'"*"tﬂiﬂtzin*"*"*"*"‘"*"*"*"*" 1040 00T ST e 10 0 D 103 10 00 o A 1 e 10 e |
the~byes - Cal Siet reperts that a certain“party has
driving~thé nearly.up the wall with talk and
descriptions of sertain inventions aimed at making the, study
of Carbo ioxids the Buglghri%tbavcs a lot simpler( )\
Maybe the p will eg of ‘this at a 1e.tcr dates .
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THE BUNGONIA AREA
By permission of Mr, E, Crabbg

The main known caves at Bungonia occur within a reserve
of 640,acres, in a much more extensive deposit of limestones, .The
depth of this deposit, which is of Silureen period origin, is est~
imated to be at least 1000 feet. . There are numerous entrances,
possibly upwards of one hundred, and one of these, The Bungonia,
or Grille Cave, was open to the public around the turn of the
century, The main features of the caves so far explored are:-
'Rough interiors, with few, mainly dry formations, predominate= !
ly verticel drop entrances, no clear navigable water passages, .
and a varyigg concentration of Carbon Dimxide in the atmosphere,
There is one known efflux, believed to drain from all the caves
in the reserve, which runs into Bungonia Dreek downstream from
Jerra Creek, |

During recent durface mapping by the S.S.S., most cave
entrances were identified by a code number, and for further descrziup
iption, this identification will be adhered to,

THE- BUNGONIA OR GRJI:LE CAVE

s 2 e s
======

the junction of

The main cave of the area situated at/three water-
couraes, the entrance covered by an iron grille gate, is situated
about 20 feet above a sink now silted. .The main passage spirals...

R r-«‘--}
i

down anti~clockwise, then runs almost due South to a depth of about ‘ ,

160 feet, . .It then reverses direction, and all further passages.
run’ to the north. ~-Altogether there are eleven iron ladders in the |
cave, of which seven are between the entrance and the 160 foot 1eva1¢

“I

Between the sixth and seventh ladders, a passage runs to some form= |

ations protected by chicken wire, then to the top of a long muddy-
slopey . From the bottom of the sv‘&mth ladder, another passage runs'
over a horizontel ladder, along a watercourse, meeting the other
passage at the muddy slope, .. Between the entrance and the top of
this muddy slope is a huge complex of passages connecting between
and around the two main paths, = In some of the smaller paasages
near the entrance are many formations of many types, now dry anit
dustys -Around the base of the muddy slope there is usually a varief
of life, such as white centipedes, worms, and weetas,  From the ttbpl

‘of the muddy slope, & now dry watercourse runs down, and joins the

present watercourse, = This passage is narrow, and lined with dry £«
(Cont page 7) |
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e Bungonia or Grille Cave ( conte). .
d stalagmite fonnations, it is known as "The Piano". At the frt AR e
d of this aec‘bion, an iron ladder leads up to the "Crystal e
lace"s A seéries of low chambers, once absolutely covered Ll

‘wh:.te live formations, mainly straws, shewls and helectited. gk 1 |
‘om here a passage runs down, following & watercourse, ending i

\ a large chamber, known as the #Bat Chamber"s Here thene l £y
?ears to be an upward extension, but a scaling pole is! requ- ; s =
%, ifor further exploration, The main watercourse conbinues ‘ )

r“é'ﬁgh a tight squeecze to a large, low roofed sloping cave, to 5
other junction, PFrom here, one tunnel, low and narrow, skopes B
wn for quite some distance, ending in an almost vertical cleft ‘
' approximately 90 feetedepth , to running water ending in a

phons There would appear to be further passages from the B
eft, but difficult conditions have hampered exploration to date, R G )
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A BATS (GHIR()PTER!Q

Loy T
e

Ly manunals tha:l: have the power of flights The fore limbs Ra 8
te modified to form wings, .end the fingers of the two hands _ b
re developed to such a'degree as to be longer than the body ‘ I 3
T the animale The membrane extends between these fingers |

nd the side of the animal, and invélves the short hind limbs , [ =1
nd tailes The body resembles that of a mouses : Ji° 1

ost bats are insectivorous but some live on fruit and certain
pecies will suck the blood of sleeping animals,

heir flight is so jerky and irregular owing to their catching
nsects in ﬂight, semhng up to 200 ultra-sonic pulses per

(cont:t.r ed page 8)
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Bats § cont:l.nued! 3

.1 second and listening to the echos According to scientists, ounce
. for ounce and watt for watt, a bat's sound system is a thousand million ..
times more sensitive and efficient than either radar or sonnar devices
~invented by man.

. They can also avoid ony Jaxming system, fecognising their own echoes
. in a room with 70 loudspeakers, and 28 hair thin wires, strung at
random, The speakerswere reproducing noise 2000 times as intense as
wr— the echo, and on the s~ -“requency, but still the bats flew without
m' ' ‘collision, They can also recognise the echhes from insembs and
differentiate between echoer relurned from branches and trees, etcs

-——

Another interesting fact about bats is that the life-span compared i
to its size (mammals) is very longe A field mouse seldom lives
longer than a year, while a horse is old at 17, Many species of bats
live to be 20 or more, and although their diet is mainly fatty insects,
there is no marked difference in the arterial walls of a bat of one

or a bat of twoatye. How bats age without aricrial deterioration is
what scientists are trying to find out.

Virus infecti ns that strike other mammals, have little effect on bats, '
and they are the only animals that generally survive rabies, Once

this imunity factor is isolated, mankici will have a new serum with
which to fight now disgoses.

2

"1 Vhen breeding, the bats are still unconforming, as the female bat is

the only memmal that can hold male sperm in storage until such time as
(\, t is neededs Most bats mate in Autumn, before hibernating, but only :
- ovulate in the following spring, thus allowing fertilisation, They also '

; form maternity wards, infesting steeples, attics and recesses around
{ farmss The males are put out to solitary roosts. Only one baby is - 4
[ usual]y born at a time. If scientists can discover the scret of a f-
i female's storage of sperm there might be a new method of axtificial !

. insemination :for animals, and gould give new clues to humam infertllity
problems s

There are 41300 known species of bats, and they populate all areas of the
world except the polar regions, Contrary to popalar belief, they are -
not dirty, in fact they are very clean animalse Also they are npt blinde |
"ot all bats hibernate, but hundreds of thousands venish Auring the

nter monthse Where do all the bats go in the
| winter tim. N

vonlly knows, and it is at present a subject of researchg 8y
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