
\ 

.. 

I , \ 
- - --:.----.••. "t 
'. ' , .. _- . - ..."," , 

~\ \ ' '''.t ' \ C) d " 
• 
THE CALCITE 

Volume 1 ======== Number 4 
, _ '" .. " "~, 9!_F,J;.@ MAGAZINE OF THE "HIGHLAND CAVING GROUP" _ .. _-_ .. _-----_ .. _-- _ .. _-_ .. _---_. _ .. _----------------- . ~ 

i '. E D I T B R I A L: : : 

I, ' 
'I' , To an observer steeped in formal procedures, this group must 

appear a rare conglomeration of mis-matched people, of intern' ~ 
I , ' strife, torn by rumours and outbursts. BUT, despite a very few I I" noisy ones, certain projects are progressing very nicely. Th.e 
, " Btmgonia and Mudgee programmes are cert.ainly up to schedule ; tc 

)
', ''''r:the point wherespecialised work is under way. The formation 

'of four sub-comnittees, namely, Bat Research, Mapping, Buckaroo, 
and Cave Diving, now separates these activities from general 
Club business. As participation in these sub-committees is 
subject to inVi1ation only, each group will be fully effective, 
especially when considered in conjunction with certain proposals 
regarding eligibility requirements for trip leaders. 

\ , 

J 

-' 
Ojher societies 'laving political troubles are, unfortunately, 
hamstrung by thl first r~es of debate, etc, and so cannot unload 
their unde~irab)es by primitive (ana effective) methods. 

f l ! 

These policies wy have the effect of leaving b0ili> by the wayside 
from time to tin (and it will happen again in the future), but 
at least we cen ')e proud of our attitude to cave preservatio:fl,c 
sense of pub:~ic responsibility end cavc safetyc 

Vlhere to next? It would be too easy for us to be,..,c',le ingl-O¥[.:lo 
and adopt the I lranoic attitude of certain contemporary soci, :';;'" 

r ,ies - an attituc) having far-rellchtng consequences on attempts 
' to build a fully , effective nationLtl body. ThL.:~e is a naggt,~'J 
thought that per lapS we may ini tia te another show to bring ca', .ora 
of different coburs together, as was done at the Bungonia 
clean-up. 
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Pebhaps, but then, why us? \) " 
****************)************************************* ********~ 

.',l j , GHOSTLY ENCOUNTER 
1-';'",,============= 

• ' The Central West ' ~ New South Wales is an area steeped in the 
rich tradition ill ':omance of ghost stories and legends - som" 

' fictitious, oth81 (actual - reminiscent of early convict 
" set'cl eTs and sqU[ ,rs. ' I 
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(~ontinuing ••• A ~ostly Encounter.) 

. Lghthouse Hill, Henchman's Flat, Deadman's Creek, all have their 
legends ••• most of them necessitating one's acceptance of super­
ratural happenings for full credence. 

"You're going to have a wet time, mate; sure you don't want some 
:'Ulll to keep your whistle W8Xf"?" the bar t endc: enquired. P 

'IN 0 thanks, I prefer the whh .... J .. migh tn' t keep you as wan", but «rJ who'sewarried after a few gram," of this stuff?" Peters remarked, 
,md then went on, "Any gi,l:',:>'; ,tories about t.his region?" 

"NoV( that's a Thingi Say, you're,a hiker or something, anen't you?" 

"A speleologist - that's a ",'e explorer." 

"Ohl And you wouldn't be goLillg out to them there Munghorn Caves, 
woyld you?" 

1:' 011, as a matter of 
ing the weekend, just 
~')ters responded in a 

f act 
lookin ' ~ 
hurt 

did intend going out there <4. "'- spend­
around. Why do you ask, IlJ"lv'>1aY?" 

,,011, mate, I wouldn't advise it. You see, ever since them two 
"oung fellows was lost in ,,- 0f them there h ::>le8. tha": , has 

'.1 haunted~ " 

.• dunted •••• " Peters voice), , now an excited whisper. ")-<nw do 

.~" mean, Haunted?" 

Bar tender !pined new L 

i(" the . ~ounte;; to ~~, ~nd b~lw 
~oo o. 0 Yer .. . ~~ l..t wa,~ .' 

,st as Peters slid a 2/- pL 
, another on t: . c edge of h4 
: his 0 0 •• c' 11 

across 
.pty 

There were these two young fellows, Youn~ ond Jones, I thin' ":lere 
" ' ~ was. up from the big sme . 0 for the weekend, long befG, ny 

... >3 it was, and they went out to look at these caves - nevt-. oeen 
again they wasn't~" The bar t ender finished waiting new qur.~ tioning. 

" .".l-'\n't they have just gone ,craight home, without seeing aryone?" 
_~~~d Peters anxiously. 

"Gnl1"ld have, mate. but t);)V' ·f't all their gear behind, and t .ir car 
') , re was thi , broke.n '· ' ,l ,.;aL:.::'ng o.vt/Il into one of the L .0S 

"nere you con throw a ston" down and never here it hit the bo6tomo" 
. . . ,. ~'>io~ . . . , . . :'~ 
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(continuing A Ghostly Encounter) 

It was morning ••• not that one would have guessed it, from the stat~ 
of the weather outside. Peters soon had a warm fire in the fUel 
stove, and settled down to a breakfast in the shepherd's hut. Cute 
side , the night before, a howling blizzard had suddenly caught him 
forcing him to take refuge in this hut. He was now forced to 
spend the day in the hut. 

Breakfast finished, Peters set about spending the day insdde. Once 
)",. or twice, he gazed out the window, only to turn dismally back to 
'1J1 "@host Stories of an Antiquory", but his mind continua lly wandered 

back to the deta ils of the supposed double a ccident that he had 
heard the night before. 

Nightfall CDllle ea rly, and the weather s howed little signs of improv-­
ing. Afte r reading by the light of his eavDlg heilime t for a while 
Peters put a couple mOlee oogs on the fire 00 •• o . 0 

It wa s then he thought he heard ito •• o a scraping at the door.o •• it 
wa s jus t his imagina tion. ," t " many ghost s tories o ... mus t give them 
away ••• what was tha t y oung Ron ha d said l ast trip ••• "you get to 
b elieve them .a fter 0. while , like thD.1o bloke" 0 0< 00 ,might oJjly be a 
cat? 

'1'ho wind and sleet blew the unfortuna~c b oely into the hut, and it 1J 

was nll t hn t Peter s couJ.d do by leDn h lg on t he door t o close i to 
"Poor bloke • • • nearly done ," mutter ed I'eteI"s , ns h e ci.~;~ried the 
l ean b ody onto one of the wall bunl~s 0 He was vt.Jry 11gh t and t he 
wc rn pacl ~ t hc\t he eased off the s'1uare shoulde,7s cont,\inc.:d very 

_ littleo The man V/[I.S r a t her ol u nnd wc.:ather ed, h is fuce lined with 
~ the year marks of mnny seasons :;pc;nt \Ju t in the WC[ctJ: (; :t'o He t ook 

a drying sock from the s t ove an d l'TOCeeucrl t o bath, ~ t':lc wr:l.st s o f 
the traveller. 

The ey e lids flicke r ed, and a pa ir of haze l eyes shone in the ha lf 
light of the roarinG fire. Pe t e r s grinned w.ith relief... "I'll 
get you a wnrm drink .••.•• what a r e you doing out in this weather?" 
he aske~o 

"No, don't bother," the voice was cl ear and fresh o "I'll be going 
on to the camp cave in a minute. Not f a r from he r e 0 •• should!!' t 

have spent s o long in mapping . 00" he stopped, Ox.l)['u s t ed c 

"But y ou mus t have a drinko. , and you can s t ay he r e the nipp t, " 
Pe t ers pleaded. 

(continued page 4.) 
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• 4-0 
(continuing A Ghostly Encounter). ... 
"All right; then, I'll have a cuppa, but then I IIlIWt be going. I 
There's 'a mug and . some mint t ea in my pack, " 

"Don't worry. I Have a spare mug and somo Instant coffee, here." I! 
"This tastes good. What did you say it was; Instant Coffee? I 
Never heard of it before." I 

"Oh it's been out for, a f ew y ears, now. By the way, the nellle's 
Peters, John Peters." 

"Well, tha nks, J ohng minds Young, Bob YoungJOl. Thank's f or the 
hospitl'.1ity. Myst be getting back to camp or my mat'll be 
worried. " 

"Mate? " Peter's enquired. 

"Yes , yournmay have heard of him, "replied Young pulling his pack 
lnto his back, "his name ' s Paul J ones. " 

'he weather outside was calmo The blizza rd haol stopped just as 
'uickly as it had started. Peters rushed tr~ough t he dooro 'I 

" 

Clth:ing outsidu wo.s nth 'iing, except the slo{fl y f alling ljlist o :1 

,o:::o::o:::":~:~~~;~~~;;~;;';;;:;;~:::o::":":::::~1 i. 
. ~Rl' ON 19<:EIING ~~6TH !l!tS I 
. Ld :tn new qu[,rtcr s ( the 2nd Fai:d'ieJ.d Scout HaLl, there W0re 1 9 

•. : .. lbers presen;; . The meet:tng started a t 8 0 10 p.m • 

'r h . se:reral important t opi cs discussed jncJuded a rraneements 
for ·. h<; construction of ladders f or the G'1'OUP '" and for private ' 
ind:':v i~duals . Also a r eport was recej.ved on the current situa t- JI 
i on a t l1ludgee. which appears to b e favourab l e. The meetjng then 1 
ad j (,,uned at 90 00 p.m. for supper and D. gen er al drllscussion on I 
trnalport arrangements for the following weeken''1. was held. : 

Follo 'ing the gene r a l meeting , a Committee Meeting was held during I' 
which :o;rveral items wer e discussed during the next sever al hours. I' 
The rna:',.']. problem wa s thut concernjng applications for membership 11 
,vhich , " r e finalised. 

"his me ", :lng concluded a t 1.30 a. ,O\., Clue mninly to the weather 
"Vmg COJ 1" 

i \ , ' 
1\ , \ 
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK::: : ==================-===== 
· I MOUNT ECCLES - VIC1'ORIA 

I Situated near Macarthur, betweb Hamilton and Port Fairy in western 
I Victoria, Mt. Eccles is an extinct volcano, with a lake, Lake SUI'-
prise, in the old crater. There are numerous caves in the wall of 
the crater, one of which has been en1E red by the author for a dist­
ance of at least three hundred feet. The passage was a reasonably 
((lstant 10' wide by 4' high, and horizontal. The floor, walls 
and roof are a dull ' brown colo~ but a few glass like drip format-
ions appear from the roof near the walls. 

Due to l:llnited time (Macarthur was an overnight stop on a longer trip) 
· no further work WD.S done in the area, but caves are also reported at 
Byaduk, about seven miles north. 

. *>1<****"'*****"'**"'*** **** 
REPORT ON TRIP 8th - '12.th JUNE 19£.2 

Foilowing the comnittee's policy, r eader s will notice there is no name 
of the area visited mentioned. As this area is a virgin one, and 
the HeG is interested in opening up this system, Vl~ h.ope tgat renders 
will unders tand this seC ' dCY . 

:''-''ollowing E'. reconnruiwar. . trip by two members the week before, a flul 
scale trip was made by~c .;) c1.ub with 3 carD and 13 members pr0son 0 

The peJ'ty a rrived ear1.y . :'1.turdny morn:i.ng and slept in the cars until 
light - camp being then" ·t upo One 1)1'-r-1.J" continul,d. excava t ing an . 

• trance partly opened by .mother group, of which there were 3 member .. 
"}'-Fesent that weekend. 

· Another party spent several hours on a S Th~ft only t o find it blocked 
by several shawls. 

Sunday was spent in like monner ~o Sutu1:'day - digging, but l a te Solh­
day or e!£rly Monday morning, ano'i;her promising shaft was locatedo 

This was worked for a f ew hours before the party left for home on 
Mondny morning. 

of the 
large " 
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One very l arge boulder was r emoved with the kind assistance 
othler societies Land Rover, only to find that the"seemingly 
shaft wasn't so l arge after a] :' ' I 

'l'ho 0pporttll1i ty was a lso taken during thc weekend to make all mem-' I 
be .! , familiar with flafeij ro;~c ::1G tcctL'1igucf3, and 0..1 ,.'10 the art of 

r' 
~ __ -.,~e~~.~·~~~~~l~nQg~i~n~c~o~n~f~~~· ~e~· d~s;p~a~c~e~s~.======~==============~c==\ ====================~) 
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.6. 
In spite of the frustra ting conditions enco\llltered ( rove wiset, 
Group I s morale remained high, and everyone s eems eager to nave 
another crack at i tt 

FRAGMENTS OF O;-L SIBr .--

By-THE-By •• • • • 
AnyboQy interest ed in PIPE CLAY???? 

CONGRATULATIONS DEPT . 

the 

I have been a sked to pass on the Group ' s congra ts. to our President 
( who had the b aby) and h is wife, (MR. & 1jffi8 ::;'0 JP.ABB) on the birth 
of t heir daughter, Delia , on Friday 7th June . 

If she is brougl1t up in the tricouni marks of her parents, there 
will be at least one promising caver in the future generation . 
I ha ve heard a rumour (no basis to it surel y??) tha t she ha s 
~lready b een fitted, with a safety he lme t, and t hat 0. s pe cial 
pai r of bootees with tin tacks b eing used for tricounis have 
been knitted, 

Those in t he 2.1 ~o.nd overt club wel come Grant t o their number. 
---0. ve~ en.io~able nigl1t , morning. . ... . .HI the best of 

" ·' H S '" " ' ~k ' :) you'" _ v ...... . u. . .1 ..... \ 000 

Happy Birthday, • • als o to John Dougall - 18 on the 17th ( Jun~). 
"0'11 t ho.+, y·. ' .) ) l egally {;nt i t l .. . J to .... TtCJ hotel , ':Johnp ;)unt 

i'l1J worl.!. 0 ', ·i v ·.~e 0 • • • DON t T ~ 

PROSPECTIVE' .m ?l' • 

__ wel come t ; C{H (Bugs ) Ha zel, and Miss. >. )' r nine Appleby , 
Another poss. 'JlE. new member is R. Smith's (alias PMG BOB or 
'~r . Pardon) \ ar· ·~() Miss . Joanne Leslie . Unfo::-tunately ne ither 
~ould make i ' f or the last trip. 

Whispe r ed int : my little shel l pink • • • about a certa in r espected 
me!'"' . s (",lCC nt e r with the mutila tion murder er a t 0. r ecent mee1r­
L.o 'o.~su a .)uple of members scem t o be ve~ keen on walking -
what with ghc !;s about??? • • s ome members are fond of eggs - 7/fiW 

·)IlES a t :t. .. " they s ay that Mudgeo i3 ahucl flowing wi::'h milk 

i 

I 
r' 
I 
I 
I 
I 

, 
I 

I 

I 
I 

II 
/. 

, 
I 
I ' 
I 
I 

I 
I 

- I 
J 

'J r . 
/ , 
I 
I 

I 

l i: 
I c 
j 
I .e 
I 

I 
I , 

51 

f t e r T{·: j :L . ' . 1.llant e·ffort ••• • with . VO i 0 .. . 1.ike t ha t, :' i ttle 
"'''udel'' · ., .. .. ' .... , 'J 'Wfl¥ - about ghosts •• • . h" c; nas 0. t a l E. and a half 

'~l.: . . .l.. ' l.C l ast trip !> Ask hin~ ( :d :' :yu · -~; " .. : g~"Y\ ;'. , 7 ru..-Jd. have I 

. 1 t ' ." . , . ' ... . gI t b t h ' , I ~ . .--____ _ ~ __ -,"c:.Ll::.:n.c:6.c:.",)~~J=,.="='~~L::::;,==a=s==.=w=e=v=E.::::=I=o~w=·1.(L :L eo .; eh\. : lnJ...LinJ.. l ' a L. .l.~ oo i~ 
~.---------.,' - _ • • - • ..-_ ........-..... 0:.; U .... C L U a.~1G 
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About wate r ••• two of the younger membe r s , or maybe three?? DO drink 
something else apart from rot-gutL 

A speoial para should be set anf% for Mrs. Kaye after the splendid 
job she did last trip. What with sups of tea , (and cnke, too~) 
I hope she comes on EVERY Tripll1 

That I s all for this Il,' ,: ::, ••• , more fragments of me, next mgiR. 

MOTrO OF LAST, TRll': I'm sinking of youeeel 

Friend Calcite (pardon - Cal Siet) hears all the moans , in one ear 
a plea f or more formality, in the other ear, Umt the complainers 
are the r eal :offenders'- Vlhieh side i s right?? 

) 

" 

'I , . 
1 ' 
! • , 

I ; 

COni'ucius \ onde s a i d , "Liquor 'i s not of f ensive by itself; it needs 
bo b e surrounded by stomach." The effect on a certa in stomach is 
causing c,an ern t o some member s who can I t st~ch the stondard. 

1; J 

I 
I 

! (Glib excuS") 0 

f·: 
I ! AI\Yon e ean buY and use gelignite (up t o a certa in limit) but your 

s cr i b e sugges 'ts tha t if an explosive ' s expert i s ava ilable , con cec.e i 
t o him; if a ! cave i s involved, concede to a l eader inter est ed in rJ

1 preservation; : otherwias e a s tick wher e the chicken got the axel :', 

Office bearer~ - who is doing what ? Ar e you goi ng t o r esign? 
Is a nyone disoatisfie d with y ou r actions? (This should s t art 
s ome ' rumours l~11) 

Heard a c ert'all per son say that you can throw mud - or s ee pretty 
caves. Your ~oice . Now why did he s oy tha t???? 

Rumours flying iabout the president - why so quiet? Why so close 
to another Boc:iety'? What is b ehind the sub-it0mmittees deal? 
Must get him dtmJk sometime !mel get him t a¥ifig. He may even spill , 
about Bungoni.nt 

Finally, whicn pro~pective trip l eader will initiat e what???????? 
~OO 

~VE_§Q~~~:.:: :MeteorolopY - - - --------
The meteorolo~y of cWe s is concerned priIgnrily wit h the circul­
ation of air Ol ed Vlat 'r , and this i s l a r gely dependent on extern­
al inflUences . Mnny peopl e , often ask how i t i s that a cave is 
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ventilLted, when it i.s belm; the surface of the earth, and also 
w~en it is away from all external pressure systems, and so on ••• 
Nothing, could' b e furfuer frotnthe truth, for, while we do have a 
certain ~ber of caTes in which large pockets of foul aIr are found, 
the maj<?rity of caves seem to! be too well ventillated for corofort~ 

In this ' liroi ted spate it not possible to ennumerate fully the full 
means by which cavel are influenced by meteorological changes, but 
we will attempt to iive a basic idea of what happens. Much of 
the inf ormation gi'en here has b een tween from ove rseas reports on 
this t opic, but isstill applicable to Australian Caves. 

Circulationj'4 e~s is governed by the following main factors . 
Firstly, water flm. The water in travelling through a cave 
ca rries with it, ~ither along its surface, or in the form of air 
bur,bles in the \\ "ter, quite a considerable quantity of a ir. 
S (;ondly, the ai: flow in caves is aide d by a combination of the 
o cto m al pressur~ systems, a nd the temperature change between the 
,ir outside and ' ;he a ir ins ide . A s tream of hot a ir flowing into 

a cave i s soon 9 mled, , but in the inmerim, a pressure syst em is 
set up a t the P\int wh~re the hot and cold air mixes. This may 
have far rea~hi:g eff e?tr in the cave , daVID to 100 feet or 
more, ' depen<ling:on the: topograpJjy of the cave. 

Hl unan a ctivity "n caves a l so a i ds ventillation t o a certain extent. ' , 
_ " . '3 Vlould app( :r to b e the case in sever al of our t ourist caves, r ' . 
as the high COl. :entra tion of CO2 which is normally encountcr ed undeJ 
these corcumst" !,ces is not found. 

, 
Pressure systeJ J on the outside, as previously mentioned, are a lso 
a major factor in the vent illation of caves _ For example, where 
there is ~ hig pressure system on the outside , near or ov er an 
entrance fircim \hich cold air of i ssuing, then a small anti-cyclonic 
depressiort is found; this phenomena is aieo found in the opposite 
circumstadc6s vhere the air in the cave is warmer than that outsid~ 
as is the case during the winter months, early "n the morning. 

The water flow in caves is also dependent on many circwnstances, 
and these are mainly a ttrmbutabl e to the air flow rea ching the 
cave , It is not normal for the temper , ture to be so low msida 
a cave as would ,freeze water, although this docs happen, due part~ 
to condensa tion, and the cooling effects therefrom. This condensl 
occurs when the pressure systems a r e such externally as would 
cause very warm or cold air t o mix with a contrasting type inside 
the cave under conditi on s of e~treme draught. , ¥.** ••••• **¥ 
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