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EDITORIAL: ' 
===::::::= 

There are many classes of people interested in CavoaJ there are , 
government department~ and private individuals cent rolling areas that have 
been developed as t ouris t attractions . Then ther e ar e property owners 
who use caves as a: convenient means of disposal of all types of rubbish, 
others who regard caves on their land only as a ha za rd to their stock , and 
some who find financ i al gain in qua rrying t he r ock ar ound potential caves. 
Caves ha ve been used f or various military purposes , as places of worship, 
f or primitive rites, and fo r engineerinF; schemes . 

Visitors to \laves include t ouris t s t o show caves , sericus spel eos 
(independent, or in r ecognised or fringe societies) carryi ng out stUdies 
or projects in caves ; social cavers in all categories; members of un­
r el at,ed social groups with "caving" in their itinery; m!U1Y, many curious 
individuals; and l astly, the Boy Scouts . 

-'-

Thc r eason for the above laborious sta tement i s t o point out that 
every"time a cave is enter ed, a hazard t o a person I s well-beinG is cr eated; 
an amount, no matter how small, of knowledge is g~ined) and a little 
further damagc is done to the cave . The effect of each person, multiplied 
by tpe number of peopl e involved, must " dd up to 2. staggering amoUnt, 
agains t which r espect of safety precautions is too often ignor ed, co-rel at­
ion of findings i s done between far too f ew, and mnny caves ar'e now e,lmost 
entirely wrecked! 

But what nr e our spol eo societies doing? Nothing!l ( except for a 
f ew individual s :) It i s about time VIC got off our backsides ) stopped 
this silly inter- and intra- soci ety politica~ vrr0ngling, t his pointless 
tramping through a pretty cave , time nnd time again, this selling pictures 
to r a ise funds f or heaven only knows v!hllt ; l'Jld did somo constructive 
thinking, with l ogi c.o,l r.ction. For our Dvm part, H.C.G. i s al wuys prepared 
to co-oper atewith nny person or society workine towa rds 0 , positive ideal, 
if we could only find such person or society •••• 

E. Cr abb 

CAVING IS A SCIENCE 

AND A SPORl' ••••. ,. ••. ~ .• 

TROGGING I S A 

VIAY OF LIFE! : ! ttl 
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Cave Rescue - 13th, 14th July 1963 - Jenolun 

At the invita tion of S . S . S . , to which we nre extremely grateful, 
five members t ook part in a cnve search nnd rescue t r ip a t J enola n . 'rhe 
trip up inc luded driving throu!ifl n substunti,'l snowfa ll, a nd r epairing the 
l ost pnrty's cn.r nt Hnmpton. Arriving (,t five-thirty (nm) , we we r e awaken­
ed n t nine by one Mary, trying t o convince us th.:,t n pcrty l ost in a nice 
warm cnvo , were b".dly off l ! The a ssembled peopl e were grouped into pa rties 
of six, und a systeffiC<ticseurch b eglm nt one end of the allotted nrea , grnd­
unlly working towa rd the othe r end. At lunch- time Snturday , the r adio genr 
nrrive d, nnd this wns put t o work to co-re l nte the I1ctivities of the different 

parties t o n central centra l . Lnt e on Sa turdlly afte r noon , the l ost pnrty . 
wns f ound in a cave other thnn t he intended one , by a pa r ty ente ring n cave 
other th".n thD.t t o whi c h it wns directed. By midnight nI l search po:bties 
hnd b cen ~ound, inclUding the two sear che rs th.~t never went pa st Caves House . 
Sund.oy wres spent in plnying a round \"/ i th walkie_talkies nnd r adio direction 
finders, in just trogginc , in just l ooking, ond by some , i n rela xing with 
mo.n ' s b est friend . 

One inter esting aspect of this scnrch wns i n tMt it nppenrcd t11.o.t 
previous knowledge of un aren was no t c. ne ce ssity; in f act , some individunls, 
contemptuous of any side pas sage, r egarded it necessary only ~o r ace t o the 
bottom of 11 cnve . To avert this tcndeney, choi ce ' of F .rty l eaders is of 
utmost importnnce . 

Much advantaGe coulcl b e seen in the u sc of 1;wo-wn:y radio , eontnct 
b e ing mnde on a hnlf hourly basis, with [. r e l ay outside thc cnve . Pe rsona lly 
it is felt that hourly Vlould. be b e tter , to minimise disrupti on t o n f nst 
moving pa rty , but it i s r ealised th" t usc of this equi pment 'is still at th..., 
f orma tive stage . 

One minor point i s thnt on n trip such ns t his, f ood should be ensily 
pr epnred for ~~imum mobility - our pnrty WI1S so pr epnred, but mc~ oth0rs 
srent for t oo much time cooki nG. 

Following much diSCUSSion, it nppenrs toot our gr oup could b e useful._ 
t o II c reve r e scue or 8nnisl:'.tion , nnd we noY[ hLve nn inter nal gr oup to this end. 
Furthe r deta il will b e I1va ilable in 11 sepnr n t e report . 

E. Crnbb 

FUTURE TRIPS::: :: :: ==================== 

.31st August - 1st September - BUNGONIA . Trip Lender: B. Pcnrcey . 
Purpose : General Explorn tion, en ves ~.P.d Gorge . 

14th Septemb~r - 15th September - 'l'UGLOVI . Trip Lender : B. Pearcey. 
Purpose : Thorough Exploration end ml1ppinc of Tugl ow Mdn. 

A FULL LIST OF ~"UTUHE 'rRll'8 IS BEING COMPILED AND WILL BE I SSUED VilIEN READY 
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CAVES AT BUCKAROO 

INTRODUCTION: 

During the past 10 weeks, several visits have been made to this a r ea. 
A Special Bulletin will be issued shortly and VillI be available through the 
normal channels, but in this article it i s propflsed to give a s hort outline 
of the work and results obtained thus far in this area. 

glCATlON: 

The limestone at Buckaroo, 6 miles frem Mudgee on the Cr'oyal Road, ' is 
in the form of an isolated surface outcrop 'of Jurassic origin, appreximate ly 

) 1 acre in area, risinG to a height of ~S ft above the l evel of the plane. 
Several isolated outcrops of lesser extent arc fanned out frOOl this outcrop. 

EXPLORATICN AND EXCAVATION: 

The a r ea has been visited by the Highland Caving Qroupon 4 oeeasi.ns, 
2 of which were devoted to the excavation of various "h .. l e8" . 

A total of 47() man-hours has been spent in werking on this urea, and 
bladting has been carried. out in tV/O places. 

Sill.i]"ARY OF RE~ULTS -.-----_._-
Results of excavation in tl1is area have beon very disoapotnting - at 

.ne s t age it was thought that the caves (if present) Vlould be compl etely 
silted up. 

Access Vias recently gained by the auth,r after clearing away debris 
from the blasting, and revec~ed that. in at least twt places, a system of 
caves does -exist, which io sparco in fOrrM.titl1B, and which is filled to a 
large depth, with water. 
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It is felt tha t before lll\Y further werl> ia dtne by the aroup in this ' .' I' . 
area, some attempt should be made to remove the water from the system, either 
by pumping or draining . 

B. Pcarcey 
*~** ~ ~*****~~~~*~~~~**** * ~*~. ~~~~ ~ ~*~~~~~~:$~. ~~ '~~~*~**~**C· *$**~: *.~*¢* ~. ~** .~ ~ * ~~ * 

ABSTRAGr ----
The Lavo Caves ~-yjctori~ - C.D. OIlier, M, S •• , - University of Melbourne 

Hclicti to Vol. 1 N •• 4 - 1963 

Following on l ast month's issue of Co.leite, in which mention was made 
of the l a va caves at Mt. Eccles (Vic), the lo.test issue of Helictite contnins 
'The above nrticle. 
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The Lava Cav~s of Victoria (continued) 

Mr. Ollier describes in grent detail the geology rund morphology of 
the Skipton Cave, Church Cn,ve l\* Byaduk, nnd several caves nt Mt. Hamilton. 

This article is profusely illustrateel with m~ps of the cl1.ves mentioned 
(typica l of nIl Helictite D.rticl es) nnd it is hoped thnt those members of the 
Group who do not D.lreD.(ly subs cribe to thl,s jouri'ml, will be prompted to do so. 

It was a l so inter estil1[: to note ti1e theories of oriGin of this we of 
cc,ve , nnel it woulc1 be into resting to sce n furthur thesis as to the origin of 
the various form:.,tions in lava caves . 

B.P. 
. t ·, I 

:t-x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+ 

ABSTRACT 

CD.ve AnimD.ls nnd The ir Environment 
!klicti teVOl . 1 No 1 - 126} 

AolD. M. Richards , M. Sc., Ph .D. 
University of NeVI South Wales 

.. This is truly an IOrticle which r.ll who aspire to Speleol ogy, Vlhether 
they hold an intercst i n this subject or not, should r end . 

Dr. Richards has written with grent understanding on nll aspects of 
cllVe meteorology, Vlith p~ rticuln.r r oference to its effects on cnvo-dwelling 
nnirrk."\ls. 

In addition, a detailed dosor'iption is [liven , ~f the f~od; reproduction, 
t,.:taptation '- incl;"ding col ouring , reactions nnd SOnflG organa, and origin of 
c nve (m:L"p~s, 

Thi~ article was onc of the first issu1Jd in llelictitG, and is t ypi cal 
of the fine standard of this journal, Subscription~ are avnilable at £1 per 
annUm pos t pa ic1 . Reprints of articles will" also be nvnilnble. All enquiries, 
subscriptions, etc ., should be nddresserJ to Helictite , Box 183, Post Office, 
Bro~.dv{{ly , Sydney. 

B.P. 

+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+.x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+ 

VISIT BY LEi\DmG AMERICilN SPELEDLOGIS1' 
=====================================~ 

Membors of the Group Vlere recently privil oged to attend andillustrntec1 
loeture on the Mrunmoth Cave given by the visiting Americnn Speleologist, 
Brother G. Nicholas, F.S.C., Ph. D., hel,:: n.t the University of New South Viales, 
under the a uspices of the Austr a lian Spcleology Feder ation, 

Brother Nicholas proved to be fin enJ;el'tn ininr; and interesting speaker, 
nnd all present were (lisn.ppointed when t he time elllne to finish. ,>. An educat­
ional question time wns preceded by thc showing of colour slides which adequate­
ly illustra tec1 the geolol'Y and fo.un~, of these caves . TOf,ether with Bvother 
Nicholas I humorous anecdotes , this proved to be ~. VllIUhblo get-to-gether for 
a ll those inter es 'l;ed in ·the science of cavine . 
+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+'i..:f.x+x+x+x+x+x+:z+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+x+ 
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REPORl' ON TRIP 1'0 TUGLOVI CAVES --- 3m" 4th AUGUST 1963 
===============================================~======== 

Seven members and three prospective members proceeded on this trip to 
Tugl ew. /.n interesting nncl eventful journoy =s me.de to tho top of Pnrachute 
Hill whe r e the party oamped for the nippt. 

Snturdc.y morn:il1c foun(1 several members in slir,ht difficulty in the 
crossing of tho Kowr.nm<:; River, clue to it beinL sliF)ltly swollen. Neverthe­
less, all arrived s nfely, 'if not slightly c1Pmp, at tho caves. 

A very interestinG 6 hours was spent in 
two of tho prospoetives were introduced to t:1e 
other members Vlore jas t introduce(l ·to TueloVl~ 

""u~t tro['r""""" clurinr- which ..J .... :X)-"( ) , .... 

ricours of caving , and several 

No remnrknblc discoveries wera ma(le, " lthour)l persons who ha(l previously 
vis ited th0 al'en did find out soma moro nbout th0 extensive system. It vms 
thou['.ht f or n while thnt " now way of entorinr; the upper section ha d been 
founcl, but this proved to b e wronr, . Mnny wews Vlere trici'. of r;ninine access 
to the ri v0r , nl though the pe.rty was slir:htly hrmporec1 by the "bsenee of 
l aadcrs o . 

S"turday nieht Vias s pent in comfort around" warm fire, relivinG past 
experi0nces und Generally "dryinr, out". Strnngely enou(:,!l, most wore in the 
bn(l earl y . 

Suncby morlllnf, WDa sFont mtinly in folling a deao. 1;rCw "VOSS the 
river for usc as " bridGe, nnd in photographinc-, the speet"cul"t' scenery. 
j.ft el' on e=ly lunch, the pnrty r e turnecl to the cars, thence Sydney, vi£'. 
Jenol."n 1ll1(1 the DeviL's Coach House, a ftor a well.earllec1, oncl much enjoyed 
Vlcekcn(~ tl. t Tuglow. 

~ *):~ f." ::'~; ,;.* 1(:';: f, : ,,: * * * *** ** *** (It It. * I{: *** (: *',.. iii: * *** *,;. "''''' * 1(: "I JI: (11:< "* * ** ,;: I;' t.: ,;-~:D;!~!'~~;I.I *<I* •• **1{. *' 

Cal Siet ha s not s een Mr. X waving a bluoy llrtUnd ygt, iii'e being 
held over a while, until the stupefaction wears :lff. 

D"cpped in on s everru. sub-committees reeently, snd rat~ px-ogreas 
reports a lmost due to be published - Bungonia, Cave Survey,1!!It::a"5 Rescue, 
Buskaroo. Believe these reports, which VQll be available at the usual 
price, will be standardised, t. facilitute filing, 

means 
A new arrival to Eddy Powell!! 1 - its a 55 Halaen. 

mor e , wenching and l ess caving? Cadt ~ --
v~ said that 

Cal Siet ' s morning paper r ecently f eatured 010. member~ Murray, 
and his part in the recovery ,of coins from the Dunbar. Nt r the 
cave divh1g mob didn't turn up e.o 8: Sunday night meeting. ' 

Saw two members walking d1rom Butlkar •• to Mudgec pnw SaturdDy night; 
~ mHes in pnCl!'inG r a in, t~ arrive the!'e t en minutes after clesing timel 
and the ' travelled back in a taxi! 
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Odd Balls Corner (~~e~) 

Residents up Castle~g w!JY aro intnigued by a new exorcise ..... up and 
down a wire ladder cad> tnorning and afternoon. They don I t seem to believe , 
that the agile ono,, 'nro oavers, testing Eric !\Dye 's new methef of l adder 
construction. 

-fhe committee is in eonfusi.n .. is catching butterflies B.t Bungonia 
aP essentially spele.logieal project??? 

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK: 
o============~====== 

The following extract was first published in the"Gulgong Advertiser", 
22nd February 1877. 

"At Oanadian Lead ... no more puzzling ground tc the miner was ever 
opened. The fancy spot being chosen for a shaft, dflvm the hole went, 
only to bottom on a boulder. Thus, ••• did this weary siclcine go on, 
but soon the extraordinary nature of the wtJrkings was unfolded. 
Cavenns of Idmestone ,vith stalactites festooning the roof, were found, 
filled full of payable wash dirt. 

"Claim after elaim had been so timbered, thnt /ill under ground mnze over 
)mlf a mile long througil the limestone formation wus available to be 
travelled by the curjous. 

"More than one old miner got his quietus in them •••• 

"ThouGh more than one million and c. hnlf sterlinr; in raw gold lll'.s been 
raised from this fiold ••••• " 

- , EiGhty years later, Blc.yne Penreey, Evnl t und Jonn Crubb found little 
evideneo of the old shafts --- onl y sheep grnzing on Very Privute Property. 

E. Crabb 

ERRATUM: 

YUTURE TRIPS: (should r end) 

7th - 8th SeptQmbor BUNGONIA Trip Lec.der: B. Pe~.reoy 

Purpose: General Explorntion of Cuvcs and Gorge . 

21st - 22nd September TUGLOVI Trip Leader: 

Purpose : Extens ive Exploration of Caves . 

• "" ... 010 . .. _________________ _ 
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