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There are many classes of people interested in Cavasy there are
government departments and private individuals cehtrolling areas that have
been developed as tourist attractions., Then there are property owners
who use caves as a convenient means of disposal of all types of rubbish,
others who regard caves on their land only as & hazard to their stock, and = - o
some who find financial gain in quarrying the rock around potential caves.
Caves have been used for verious military purposes, as places of worship,

« for primitive rites, and for engincering schemes,.

Visitors to maves include tourists to show caves, serious speleos
(independent, or in recognised or fringe societies) carrying out studies
or projects in caves; social cavers in all categories; members of un-
related social groups with "caving" in their itinery; many, many curious
individuals; and lastly, the Boy Scouts.

The reason for the above laboriocus statement is to point out that
every-time a cave is entered, a hazard to a person's well-being is created;
an amount, no matter how small, of knowledge is gained; and o little
further demnge is donc to the cove. The effect of each person, multiplied
by the number of people involved, must ~dd up to = staggering amolint,
agninst which respect of safety precautions is too often ignored, co-relat-
ion of findings is done betwecen far too few, and many caves are now clmost
entirely wrecked!

But what are our speleo socictics doing? Nothingll (except for a
few individusls!) It is about timc we pgot off our backsides; stopped
this silly intcr— and intra-society politicak wrangling, this pointless
tramping through a pretty cave, time snd time agrin, this selling pictures
to raise funds for heaven only knows what; ond did some constructive
thinking, with logicel nction. For our own part, H.C.G. 1s alwoys prcpared
to co-operatewith any pcrson or socicty working towards a positive ideal,
if we could only find such person or socicty.ese

A

E. Crabb
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CAVING IS A SCIENCE
AND A SPORII...OIDI.I..I.
TROGGING IS A

WAY OF LIFE!LLLLE
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Cave Rescue ~ 413th, 14th July 1963 - Jenolan

At the invitation of S.5.8., to which we are extremely grateful,

five members took part in a cave search and rescue trip at Jenolan. The
trip up included driving through a substantisrl snowfall, and repairing the
lost party's car at Hampton. Arriving at five-thirty fam), we were awaken—
ed at nine by one Mary, trying to convince us that a perty lost in a nice
warm cave, were bodly offlil The assembled people were grouped into partiecs
of six, and a systematicsearch begen at one end of the allotted area, grod-
unlly working toward the other end. At lunch-time¢ Saturday, the radio gear
arrived, and this was put to work to co-relate thg activities of the different
parties to a central ccntrol, Lete on Ssturday afternoon, the lost party-
was found in a cave other than the intended one, by a party entering o cave
other then that to which it was directed. By midnight all search pabties
had been gound, including the two searchers that ngver went past Caves House.
Sundey was spent in ploying around with walkieetalkies and radio direction
finders, in just trogging, in just looking, and by some, in relexing with
man's best friend,

One interesting aspect of this senrch was in that it appeared thot
previous knowledge of an arca was not o nceessity; in fact, some individuals,
contemptuous of any side passage, regarded it negessary only fo race to the
bottom of a cave. To avert this tcndency, choice of prty leaders is of
utmost importence.

Much advantage could be scen in the use of two-wny radio, eontact
being made on a half hourly basis, with o rcley outside the cave. Personally
it is felt that hourly would be better, to minimise disruption to a fast
moving party, but it is realised that use of this equipment is still at the
formative stage.

One minor point is that on a trip such as this, food should be casily
preparcd for moocimum mobility - our party was so prepared, but many othcrs
spent far too much time cooking,

Tollowing much discussion, it appears that our group could be useful.
to a enve rescue orpganisotion, and we now have an internal group to this end.
Further detail will be available in a separate report.

E. Crabb
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FUTURE TRIPB:ss3s¢s

S S . i g i
===

31st August - 1st September - BUNGONIA, Trip Leader: B. Pearcey.
Purpose:  General Exploration, caves and Gorge.

14th September - 15th September — TUGLOV. Trip Leader: B. Pearcey.
Purpose:  Thorough Exploration cnd mapping of Tuglow Main,

A FULL LIST OF FUTURE TRIPS IS BEING COMPILED AND WILL BE ISSUED ViHEN READY
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CAVES AT BUCKAROO

INTRODUCTION:

During the past 10 weeks, several visits have been made to this area.
A Special Bulletin will be issued shortly and will be available through the
normal channels, but in this article it is propesed to give a short outline
of the work and results obtained thus far in this area.

LOCATION:
The limestone at Buckaron, 6 miles frem Mudges on the Croyal Rozd, is
in the form of an isolated surface outcrop of Jurassic origin, appreximately

1 acre in ares, rising to a height of 35 ft ebove the level of the plane.
Several isolated outerops of lesser extent arg fanned out from this outcrop.

EXPLORATICN AND EXCAVATION:

The area has becn visited by the Highland Caving Groupon 4 occasiens,
2 of which were devoted to the excavation of various "heles".

A total of 470 man-hours has bcen spent in werking on this arca, and
bladting has been carried out in two places.,

SULIARY OF RESULTS

_ Results of cxcavetion in this area have becn very dissapointing - at
enc stage it was thought that the caves (if present) would be completely
silted up.

Accoss was recently gaincd by the authgr after elearing away debris
from the blasting, and revecled that, in at least {we places, a systcm of
caves does exist, which is sparce in formatigns, and which is filled to a
large depth, with water.

CONCLUSION 5

It is felt that before any further werk is dgne by the Group in this
area, some attempt should bc made to remove the water from the system, either
by pumping or draining.

B, Pgarcey
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ABSTRACT

The Lava Caves of Victoria - C.D. Ollier, M,Se,, - University of Melbourne
Helictite Vol. 4 Ne. 4 ~ 1963

Following on last month's issuc of Coleite, in which mention was made
of the lava caves at Mt. Eccles (Vic), thce lotest issue of Helictite contains

The above article, (eentinucd prge L)
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The Lava Caves of Victoria (continued)

Mr, Ollier describes in great dotail the pgeology amd morphology of
the Skipton Cave, Church Cave a® Byaduk, and several caves at Mt, Hamilton,

This article is profusely illustrated with maps of the caves mentioned
(typical of all Helictite &rticlcs) ond it is hoped that those members of the
Group who do not already subscribe to this journal, will bc prompted to do so.

It was also intercsting to note the theories of origin of this tjpe of
cave, and it would be interesting to sce a further thesis as to the origin of

the various formnations in lava caves.
- B.P.
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ABSTRACT

Cave Animals and Their Environment - Aola M., Richards, M.Sc., Ph.D.
Helictite Vols 4 No 1 -~ 1963 University of New South Wales

't . .This is truly an erticle which ¢1ll who aspire to Speleology, whether
they hold an interest in this subject or not, should rend.

Dr, Richards has written with great understanding on all aspects of
cave meteorology, with prrticulnr reference to its effects on cave-dwelling
animals.

. ~In addition, a detailed deseription is given ef the feod, repreduction,
adlaptation - including colouring, reactions and sens¢ organd, and origin of
cave animals,

This article was onc of the first issuéd in Helictite, and is typical
of the fine standard of this journnli Subscriptions are avoilsble at £ per
anntim post paids Reprints of articles will also be aveilable, A1l enquiries,
subscriptions, etc., should be addressed to Helictite, Box 4183, Post Office,
Brondway, Sydney.
B.P.
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VISIT BY LEADING AMERICAN SPELEOLOGIST
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Membors of the Group were rceently privileged to attend andillustratcd
lecture on the Mommoth Cave given by the visiting American Speleologist,
Brother G. Nicholas, F.S.C., Ph., D,, held at the University of New South Wales,
under the auspices of the Australian Speleology Federation,

Brother Nicholes proved to be an entertaining and interesting specoker,
and all prescnt were disnppointed when tie time came to finish., An educet-
ional question time was preceded by the showing of colour slides which adequate-
ly illustrated the geolopy and feuna of these caves.s  Together with Boother
Nicholas' humerous anecdotes, this proved to be o valusble pot-to-pgether for
all those interested in the science of caving.
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REPORT ON TRIP TO TUGLOW CAVES ~—- 3rd & Lth AUGUST 1963
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Seven menbers and three prospective members proceeded on this trip to
Tuglow, fn interesting and eventful journgy mas mnde to the top of Parachute
Hill where the party camped for the nipght,

Saturdey morning found several menbers in slight difficulty in the
crossing of the Kowmung River, due to it beinp sliphtly swollen. Neverthe-
less, all errived safely, if not slightly demp, at the caves,

A very interesting 6 hours was spent in "just trogging", during which
two of the prospectives were introduced to the ripours of caving, and several
other members were jast introduced to Tuglow)

No remarkablc discoveries wera made, althoupgh persons who had previously
vigited the area did find out some more sbout the extensive system, I{ vmas
thought for o whilc that a new way of entering the upper sgetion had begn
found, but this proved to be wrong, Many ways were tried of gaining aecess
to the river, although the party was slightly hempered by thg absence of
ladders.

Saturday nlgrht was spent in comfort around a warm firg, reliving past

cxperiences and gencrally "drying out",  Strangely cnough, most werc in the
bag early,

Sundey morihing wos spent meinly in folling a dead frgg agross the
river for use as a bridge, and in photographing the spectacular scenery.
Lifter an carly lunch, the party returned to the cars, thencg Sydney, vie
Jenolan and the Devil's Coach House, after a wgl)lwgarned, and much enjoyed
weekend at Tuglow,

B. Fgargey
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ODD BALLS CORNER: ]

Cal Siet has not seen Mr. X waving & bluey argiind ygt, if's being
neld over a while, until the stupefaction wears ,f.’c‘.

Dropped in on several sub~committees reeently, and r‘ga progress ‘»
reports almost due to be published -~ Bungonia, Cave Survey, Rescue,

Buskaroo. Believe these reports, which will be available af the usual
price, will be standardised, te facilitote filing,

A new arrival to Eddy Powellll! - its a 55 }‘lden. Wh. said that
means more wenching and less caving? Cadl :

T SR A

Cal Siet's morning paper recently featured ol@d member J Murrey,
and his part in the recovery of coins from the Dunbar, I\‘ r the
cave diving mob didn't turn up ad a Sunday night meeting,

Saw two members walking firom Buekaree to Mudgee png Saturday night;

6% miles in pearing rain, te arrive there ten minutes aftgr clesing fimey
and the: travelled back in a taxi'

.
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0dd Balls Cerner (continued)

Residents up Castleewdg way are intwigued by a new exercisce~ up and
down o wire ladder each morning and aftcrnoon. They don't seem to believe
that the agile ongs are cavers, testing Eric Koye's new methof of ladder
construction.

The committee is in confusien - is ocatching butterflies ot Bungonia
an essentially speleelogical project???
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OFF THE BEATJEN_TRACK:

The fellowing cxtract was first published in the"Gulgong Advertiser",
22nd February 41877,

"At Canadian Lead...no more puzzling ground te the miner was ever
openecd., The fancy spot being chosen for a shaft, dewn the hole went,
only to bottom on a boulder. Thus,,...did this weary sinking go on,
but soon the extraordinary nature of the werkings was unfolded.,
Caverns of lamestone with stalactites festooning the roof, were found,
filled full of payablc wesh dirt,

"Claim after claim had been so timbered, that an underground maze over

half a mile long through the limestone formatien was available to be
travelled by the curious.

"More than one o0ld miner got his quictus in them....

"Though more than one million and o half sterling in row gold has been
raised from this ficld.sses"

Eighty ycars later, Bleyne Pearcey, Evalt and Joan Crabb found little
evidence of the old shafts -~~ only sheep grazing on Very Private Properiy.

Ec Crﬂbb
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ERRATUM:

FUTURE TRIPS: (should read)

7th - 8th September BUNGONIA Trip Lecder: B, Pearccy
Purpose: General Exploration of Caves and Gorgc.

215t - 22nd September  TUGLOW Trip Leadcr: Be Pearcey

Purpose:  Extensive Exploration of Caves,
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