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EDTTORIAI,

Most publications herard a new ye a-r with lots of pretlictions,so prey forgive us for submitting oui share."- ii *o,iia'iipe""that the year gone by saw the fiisi briath of winas oi "iiogu i*caving in Austrelia, leading to .the nnaruring of tire refaTivefysinple sport and science th-i t we knew.
Recent incidenis caused a general t ighten ing up, or aware-ness at 1east, of safety stand aids in societies.- Cirirently,caver-s are particiesrilic- in or planning expediiio"i oi-i""i-easir.gnagnitude - to the Nu11abor, to New caleaoiia, iJ-tn"-fi'riierlys,even our own diving plans a' coolen"n. 0bviously, ai iue 

-nunter
of partlciparrts iacreases,..as we push. into even-ior"-""*6t! are&s,antl' the duration of trips-is exteiraed., -uo *u nust . become norea(Iept at avoj.dine injury. and more sJir retia"i-i"-"uiiia*io
ned.ical-. .egs istance.

0n the scientifie side of caving, there has a1lralm heen aTviale gap betveen those doing wort oi-i. scientific naiirie',-ana tueaverage menber of the cavile societies. tne reasoni 
-."i'*.rry 

u^avaried, but 1956 mav see liies of "orr*ie"it;;#; tiir3"" tn.'boff irsr €.nd- the cbvers; .und.erstand able abstracti:rg of ,#u#-produc ed at academic 1eve1 shoula moiivate obserr/atiin od onen-onena and phvsicel assistanec ty t[ose "i-rri"i-iffi5di ievet.' We c e.n also foresee a great tL6al of d.iscussion, possiblyresul-ting in updating of eaily fgticies, in respect of the raplalgrovth of a lasgs nugtgr or snirff 
"pei"o socieiles i.n n.E.W;;*particularlv in the svdnev area. r"ii""iiii-to-iii=-iliii"u"

anothe r look. at our aetions in regarcl-it 
"oosewuiino. 

--* "

*ortaltoulryr we Drediet Eore beards than ever in the caving

NEYf EIGUIJ,R tr'E;rtURE 'rIryI{A,I IS ____?rr
USAT_]S- N CAIC ITEN

lCalciterr is the official publication of the Bighland. C.avingGroup and as such is our major ileenJ Jf contact with the variousAustralien Spelio Soqieties]
Beczuse of this, noalciten i-s probably one of the few naeansthese societies have'of forming ih"i"-opi"ions. of us.

^ -, lgfore we- go into print vith our nagazine, we should d.eeid.eon what we wish to aeconplisn, tfren- Aoil we shoul d go about it.one wav that has ooeu*ei to- rie or a6ins this is to ask the foIlow-
Ivbat contriol, . if any, shoul"d. the exeeutive comnit te heve over.the editor?
qlouJd the editorial strive to be eontr versial?Should^we_onIy report on our 

":_rrt 
iiti":.ties-6-attempt awicler fielcl of reporting ? -

. Ifwe happen to have inlernal trcubles, is it right.to put

€
7



them lnto print ?

ShoulC. Yre try to t ake
servation&safety? or
these matters?

There are prcbabl-y a
asked., b-'r:"t bef o:re anybody
answels to thosc airead-i,

the i-rLitialtive i,r such matters &s cotL-
should. we follori cl-C.er gr:r;ps tn

srarts to ask -i;irem, what are the
asl:..e d- arC- wirc is going rc ask them, :

I suggest ihat t}-Lere are no permanent srlswers possible,
thattheywi11va:,.--1rrviihtimeandth.at.itisuptou.s
roennbers of th.e }Ii-ghland Cavinfi Group to try to obtain the best
answers for the current condi,;:ions" If ve can suecessflrlly d.o

this, ihe:r n Calcite?! wrI} be ?" pubiieation worthy of senoing
t c all- e avin.g so c le i; re s :'-n Aus tral ia,, E rb Euss eil
gg0:LEySSJBIk.,j=s-!-*?nS-&*J-::.d--J.a.nug-r,v.

' PreBaTetion for 'ilr-rs -L::ip be3.ai: toille time befor e the'week-
end., r,iif ;h*;i;"g-tf 'g*i", pru.c ;Icc d,ivo5, 'etc. ;linaily, orr
Frid.ay ]}st }eceff:ler.? che -r:i- rsi, eaill lelt S]'dne-r,' f cr C eolem&D,
containi-nS tr{rjlr 3o,,eii ilnd ail ihe Crribhs. A siop was mad.e at
Caabe,,8,to:visitJoejenning,9;.c}reno11toCoo1enan,arri,i*s
at duSk. JoJ,, ;,ith twO C.fl"S. menrbefs,, bree:zed, in at abOut
i0. OOp, 

": 
S.;tuiaay rncrr: ln6l snl.,, th.e erri va)- of Al-an l'{ou}e , _Bcb

Smith, Gay I{arriscn::n.d Friirk fieott; 'Tl:ey reported" ttret John
Alldn'had-' su:lc his Che-r" ( Bisci',y:re I ) l-n tire GcoCrad-igbee Rive rr
near Brind.abella, }lezi to a::rive Tr'os a 'J .'/"1 . , ccntaining Denis
Eobinsorr r Alex and. Slr]-71o, -followed I;i a. waierlcE,ged Chev con-
taining .J ahn orlar ercl:oa 

fuss 
e:-l-.

1\'ith sleepi.ng 'loC-ies d:rap€C. aror.urcl ;ne caT,p, Lvalt Crabb
and. Bob Eussetl' wani; for il short na-']-}< around- the Cl-own Cave and
Flrstration Carre area" fu[ethodically rnr3:'],-ing back tcva-rci the
riv e:i t ( an"d" l-unch ( EI ) ) -i;ne.y- st"r-mbl eC a.cro ss e. i;: n;r hcle j-n the
gror.rnd-, and- proroptllr ea::mariied i t f or attea,ti on" fn tl:e mid.d.le
of the af ternoon, vu"ell aftel: hinch, ihe -l-:F'* , ccntaining Eobby
Scheffer, Xfarian Eooth a!.C. eve:;/orles iun,:h, a]l::'ied-, Thig $/8"s

a massive feat cf na.vigation, -,r'llich al-I cthers c.ehieve d. in f our
hours less time.

.Then began the ul-timaie in circus acts. f'u was C-ecid.ed
to carrlr out Breliraina ry explo::ati on in 'i;he River Cave. As
only one l. R. l'ira.s av,:lilab1e , Ev Crabb ,:.n{Bcb F,uss ell set out
oil foct, intenC-i::g t gurd.e ti:e wi:.lkers and -lh-e vehiele, whieh
yv'ere to rrpproach f::oin aiffercilt'd-irectio::s, 'tr{owev,;r, the walk-
ing party a:-a :.,.,c'c' go far enoug-:h, and- Eave 'ttx. -i',ihewiser an un-
suitabl-e rout.e'\'r3.S cii.o,j€.:1 fo:-'-il:e vehicl-e r SO i.:.4't party gave
li.p, hle,:ln,irh j-.}e : lill.,'tf'e&ni o I. C .. 'i-. .1i,. 

ic-l.' .;.-i- i - 1 ;le ent fanee Of the
Iiiver Cave r tre cla:o1 tha:t he CouiC':?': :lj-nd- i;he cave; _s9 he gave
tF" "Tlr.e renuin-i-n,!l peirt;r ai ill-il? r.iecicied i],iat E*C. & R.E.-were
16St, SO a Srna}l Ua:t;," ",,eir'i, Cr.r-t ',-ii Se:1:c;lt, Ie:.vi.qg a'few minlteS
before'the t'ici*,t' '0ait,r, !€;:-;rl*d-" I'r'tr:tn,-1 -',?<'"s abei'Je:.'ed- for that
day.
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T,ef t Cooleman Cave, a d-ive of about 10 | into the eff lux, and.
excava i,ion of the new ceve rrNernr Year Cavert. fn the .lgtter
eave , a fq* hundlq+ ,.IF* t of p r"?s age wes explored, g'tb cei f,ing
up to 25 feer t r and'.il' running streernn encountered-. Exploration
etc. is by ng meiu3s complete. .

Finall-l , on Sirnd.ay morning, we wgrer 'reqd;r, f or a [i ve,
With Joe jennings lead ing the **yr we d-rcve bt an easy route to
theRiver uave. Here r the party divid-ed-; some going into the
River Cave-, for ftrrn'fliarisati on, while the remalnder started.
qettlng up lad-ders,ffii d-inghies , e te. in the recently d.i scovered

' fn the River Cave, e short siphcn wils f orced. [downstream
end) , lrovlng the conneet ion previ ous)-y aSs,umed- through an
impossible squeeze. TheGlop Pot, ccnsisting of a clrop of, apnrox.
5Ot to waterr with a 40 I l:orizcnta-l extension half urily dc,vnr also
d.ropping into water, wes asr.umed- to con.neet to the River Cave ,
as tire two entri:nces ere only 200 feet iipert.i John Allan and-
Bob Smi th e1e c teci to di ve in the ls t sh af t , v,ri th John .tek ir:g
f irst turrr in thewater. Slovrly he worke d- d-ovrn the wa1l s , fee ling
for ''a gap, rrntil he was down to 25 feet, This was not pushed-
any ftrther, as the water wes absolutely opaqu-e; orlginally
thb-ught due to ciivers stirring the mud in the Rlver Cave, it
is llow srr.ggested" due to d.irt falling during the excavation of
the cave. As J oi:n and-Bob re turne d. t o tne s urf ace , AI an an d"

Denisprepared to di ve in the other extens ion " He,re , Al an di.ved
first , d.escend-ing without f incllng a hori zorltal extensl on, fin-
a1ly touching a sloping floo r at 60-65 feet. No ftrth:r divlng
was attemptedr so the very cold. (aespite wet suits), very tired.

-gavers deflate the d-inghies, and. withdrew the ladders.0T' '
Sund"ay nigl:t r.Wes sp en i in gene ral explo rati on and. pho to-

graphy in the itight Ccolemern Cave; a ftrrther 6 feet being
t reve rs ec1 in the upward- extensi on d.i rec t Iy abcrv e the squee z e
through to tire Main Cocleman Cave. However, it app ears cprtain
that a scaling pol e wi 11 be ne cess :iry for firther Brogress I late
that night, the trai.d.i ti onal celebrati on rtscrogtr was eoohed", much
to the horror of newegi:!,f1'{i

Mond-ay morning saw thr re fip,inin.c, healthy cne s walking
through the gcrge , the vrhol': trip wraBping up by 11.0Q &.rr.
Therewas a reascnably lrn'ev( :tful trlp home via AdAminaby. , " '

III ENEJF tl_ :,qh-5!b-N-ay.e.uber+ t%-5"
Present: R. Russe1l, M.Kaye, A.'liloule, F.ick ?? (S-UJSS)

The purpos e of thrs trip wiis s imply to =u* and- Bho tograph
a cave which' we had he ard- a. lot eborlt frcm various sourees.

We arrived, cn Sa turd.ay mo rn ing , had. b re ekf as t an d. then de-
cld.ed to se€i all cf the marin cave that we eould- and then retrrrn
later to any photographs of things we thouglt lnteresting. After
entering the cave via that gatecr entrance , we wo rke d. our way

\



upstream untll a polnt'was rei:checi whe::e going r.,n}r further meantgettlng completely wet. fuierrgaret Kaye volrrnt:' d to d.o just
this and. push on to see if it was r,vor bh al_t c-r' .;s get lring soaked-.

She splashed her riay fcr ancther 50 fee-b cr sc but finally
could not go any furtl er becs"use cf lack cf air space betvr,.een
the roof and. the ura te r I eve 1.

We emergeri from the eave abcut t p" n. anci then searcheii the
hill beliind- the gate for any entrances bui Tr,,ere unsuccessful.

Later in th.e af terncon, we r,r'er.nc1ered. arouni in the rain lcck-
ing for likely hoies anC found- il couple on a rid-ge fl-:-rther up the
valley.

0n Sund-a3 r trve re turned to the nain cave f cr ourphotos and- tc
try to link up the efflux with the main sectron of the e.ive.iYith both these activities comple te, we set of f tosiard. Sydney,
only to f ind. thr:.t the Sho:llhaven B.iver irad. risen due to re in"

This caused sorne inconr,'enj-ence when l,ie 'cried to fcrd. it, '

because the back wheels of the vehicl e f lcated- of f tne grcu-:rd-,
gausing }ack of trecticn. this mei'.nt iirelt y,ie gor soeJred-pusiring
i I oui and- that the car f inished- 11,p wi th about a f oot of water
insid-e i t, but nc d-aniage wris r1cne 

"

SIruMARY OF I.I. C . G. EX-PIOF ATIO}{ Ili 'i:If} IIIID G,EE DI S TRI C T .
Intro_dU,q-Li!4.

Interes t ln the lludgee Dlstrj, t bege-n rrhen a Mrs. .Archer
was seeking publicity centred around a lrnestone depcsit on herproperty at Buckaroo. Many oId legend.s were quoted as fact, re_sulting in an aura of excitenent aboutr the ncavest at Buckirroo.
tr'rorn hcre, we gradually e:pend.ed cur potentiel areE.-q in the
d.istrict, following C & J ttlimestone Depcsits of 1{.S.IY.l
published reports, 1oca1 legends and pub gossip. ?o simplifythis report, the arers are dealt vrith in i{.C.G" chronological
s equenc e .

fuEere.q.
This area heis been popularly knolvn as nBuckaroorr. However,

al though the outcrop ls located to the NorLh .r:,ast of the rangeof mountains of which Mr. Buckaroo is the main peak, the nBu;karool
referred to by Carrrre & Jones in their ttlinestone Deposii;s of NSWrr
is- loceted- some^ 210 ; )00 ch. to the South 3ast. Early pho tographspublished by C & J do, hou.ever, bear a striking ::esemllance to -
the outcrop with which we are concerned., therefore it could tethat a slight mix-up ha-c occurred here, or possibly that ihis
areg. wfis trlso known as rrBucka:roc lt,

The presence oflinestone was first noted here ov er 100 yearsago. tr'o1Iowing this d.iscovery, lime vas burnt for some tine, atotal of approxinately 100 tons being removed. The area wes
aLso Ei.ned. for pipe-cIay, silica and ialc"

*
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tr'rom a" verr early s tage , it was reported. that there srere
c eves in this bl ock of lime s tone r:nd- seve rril reports have IFr.,*.been f or:nd", glving an cverall impress ion that far grqater 4
romantielsm exi sts than tnrth. Some of the more eic itlng onesglve d.etails cf how farrners have 'lcst implements ,tc.*he daftc ab-
{?!. o! the ,undergror:nd. and, how the eav€. entrarc es w.ere flnally
f ille d in at Bleat expens e by ,an o''n ner' n'fro feared . that t is ,1

children.midr!,b.ecoxne 1ost tn tle long passeges. The lime-
stonp:.€xtend-s irr a N."r'1. d-irec tion fer-a-: distf:nce of 50 etrainsin a .series of d.isconnecteC cutcrops r p,pprcximately 6 chair.sw1d.e, A gre,': t d.eaI of overburd-erL, quit6* of t'en in-i[r".p*"=*awith pipe-glay is present. The limes toae is preacminir:rtiy
g::ey- _in eolour but variations of fron ltght re*, :to pink have
a1s9 beer noted . The surface r:f the maln outcrcp ii ri d.c1led.with holes ranging in slze from 1" up to lQtl 'nfost of these
havebeen filled rtP r either by siitation or by prope rty ownetiso

ExcaYatica was ulderteken at 6 plaeGSr 1 of whieh had.

"eceived. 163 ri1 . ttter.tion bef'orehaad-. Af ter several hr:nd.,qq6
man hours had bcdn expend.sd, or.e ncarrerr had- eiiendeA to atJ\rt
,O feet; ,, a seeond werter riirea entranee ( trrcueiri ioeuiry' io u*
a ^spring) went about 20 feet, while yet anotheir r,e €.T th; edge 

- 
,,,,

9-f t4q exposnre r wels a vertical drop- ef e,bout 25 ieet, i"ifH;the fi rst entranc-e we rnccvered i7 quantity of f6ssilised. rena j:,1s
not id-entlfied. - , 1 :-:-

TIe Y{ere beseiged with repcrts on pecuLiarities in the be-haviourofundergroi:rrdand.suifacewat6r,thesitesofthe
1 egend ?ry c r-lves were reguldrly varied.; tfris , ingethe r wi th l ackof positive results, brorrght interest-in the ere[ to a 1ow level.On a later visit 1t was notea that the uncovered fossils had,been badly mutllated since our excavation.

Ilow$ve r, a t the pre s ent time ; i t is thought that there issti1l some pcssibllity in the a.re,rr., but possibly not moggh tojustify the amormt of excavation required-.
I.Flue_Egck s liges tqn.Q u..

Si tuated. letween Capertee and. Glen Davis, C & J reports aJ3extensive depcslt of limestone. This has only been vislted
twiee r- each time for a short period., but in tfris time r o31ettpos? 

ible 1t h*q been e], e aveted. and about 50 f ee t of pa ss age
Tegcli*tqC. At the end. of this cave, live fonnation was found.in silt f illed" Pris*eage. 'Ihere d-oe s not aBpeaT to b; ant refer-enee to kncwn caves in the area.
AEIg_Tree F1at.

Situated between hludgee ::nd Cud.gegong, known caves exist ina d"olomit ic lime s tone deposi t hieh ii Ihe-poun tains . The expos-ure consists of three raOial ri d[es, at the foot of an escarp-ment at the top of the range. .

fhe f irst cave encountered., knourn to .I{.e G. as the nLemon
Tree 'Potrr, is at-the foot cf & 30 fcot bluff , near an unusuallylarge lemon tree. T,it tre more itrat - ' a wombat hole, its



significar.ce- is .in a l-arge colony of vetas found some. Jo feet fronthe entrance. Ar though it is p6ssible to see sone'ai-stance, itis only possible tol negotiate aiproximately-l0 f;i.--- ----
' - The.largest cave ig situated on the top of the centre riclgeand consists of a hole some 6 feet diaudter .i tire-top--o?-a berlstrslled -chamber approxiroately !0 feet rleep. rhere dre"s""e=arwell decorate d passages 1e ait ing from tire botron or- this-chanber,
f3-at tening out at theli extrenities. rn praces, trrese lassegeslead to col-lapsed. shale.

[he other known.cave is some 1!o yards along the ri rlge fronthe aforemeltioned, i1,rectly above ihe-Lencn ?reJ pot. iT-isapprox. fO- feet d-eepifi,-ilesceirding in a serles oi,arops. i* 
"*"uo_atlon at the-entrp.ncS'uacoverec a deep vertieal iro:_6,-"ot-Vetexploreil as lad"ders were not avail::b16 at the site-ai trr" ii*"of.excgvatlon.

is not yet eomplete.
the eo,lony in. the

_,i Explore:tion of any erlve in this areaNo farna tlas ye t been 6bre:sred , other iHan
Lemon Tree' Pot. ,

lhe nSwallow Cave tt,. gudgegong. ; . .. :,- . j

- Situa-ted about 5 miles south ofCudgegoing, b.t the libad ofa tlry'creek' this eave'has appqre.atly tEei morin to u-r&-ioiirp-eop1e_for a long tirne. ttre-&'tie"nc-" is ".tc"i 6"i""i ii"reierlabout 50-feet up fror. a creek bed i4 the sid-e oi u-"o"eionerateritlge. BLre main paesage is about e6o i""t-iore, ,iiiil-"p to j5'! fest-and. ce.iling iaryiisli-aio-i{ f""t. see &6teH-map'leIcm.
/\ . .. --; - .. :. . .n, 
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Ai each extrenity, the pessages grad-e cff info shal-e collapses.
There is still- sb*e quite =gcEa 

-format io:: but auch iras been
r.- i

ryuli- ; ,' ,,-.1,, in the past. 'Obsc flraticns cvei a nurnbe:: of trips
ind-ieai;e an u.nusuallg irigh iemperatu re , i;ne iocr, i;ernperatui,;
be'ing measure-d"'?,'t ?ooF, .at tha lowest pclni cf th; ;;;;, ir*
encount.ered" verlf high humidlty

habiting the entrr:-nC e area, there ireing an estimatecl 50 b'ird.snesting in the cave
Guanc d.e'posits viere not ecl cn the flccr s.ndfrury a.ctive

golony of bats , numbering 1A-4O r vii- F f c',i:"nd. in bhe sbccnd- para-
11e1 Bassage, Dtlring an cvernight vigil, it iras nctriced- ttrat
both baets and- sv,ra}Iows were active i,.t t]:e one time in the ruain
chamber, even lete at.night.

A cclony of wetas, harvestnen and beetles wils found. j-n ihe
extremity of the main charnber.

An early published- repor-b on a car'e i;.i;Oa.ke;, Creel; bears
reesonable simila::ity to ttris eeve, but aecord.inE. to ruos i maps
and- existing road. siglrs, Oakey creek (3reof rna:rp.?) iu a fevr
mile s t o -rhe eas t, tioweve r, v/e .ha.",re ; . ffap s}:owing Crakey
C re ek as h e lng the on e ne ar the Sival l c;ri C a.r e .

A seccnd- simllar cave has been repcrte,ql, but:iot investi-

-tt.the- i-lg|r" tt

Investlgtited. when rtre -ufere folloyr r:rg the ola report on
O_rrkey Creek, tf The Pinktt r-s a mcuntrrin of pinl< rnarbl6 si ruatect on
th-u present urarked- Oakey Creek. Ilnfcrtunetely, quarrying }rastaken plaee cn both sid.e of the mou.n-raino lea?infi e,0 foot thick
slic e of marble o '--ere is evicenc e of ra riie quaitli;i es of flow-
s tone ' in the rcck.

tr'\rrth,er investigation shc'ned thati?'t;he Finkti is reallytlThe i{hitert !?T}ie '?inktt be ing roughly a rniie .'i;o the east and-
Plpl1?rly quarried.. There has been a fu::the:'l-ocal report oftirhe Braekft nct ye t cluarrled, a, few r:iil*o{ggtfrBg east
fueggs-Sipshe .

Cerve s , kncwn tc the loc r:.ls . y'i e re f ound- on the to p of bhe
range adi aeent to the Wind-eyer road. hlt cEei;he::, 5 shaf ts were
d.isccvered , two of v,'hieh linked. at a clepth of abouu 25 fee t, ina reasonable eh,?mber. Tllere vitus some C.ecoratt-c1:, sombcf v,,hich
went below the silt fl-oor" Another shaft,iyas aescend"ed- for
,alout 50 feet, tc a bloch 11p cf cluiaped- fence posis, Due to iime
l-imitations ? nothing further hac bebn aone in -bhis area, butexcavation r-s intend-e i:r.t the ea:rliest ljossible d-ateo



9-!'}ter-Ars-es;
!"isits have beei made tc'man;, other area.s, jnclrrrlin6 tvro

_Cupesits on the Yflnd"eyer Hcad., the quamies at I' Frome aid. a,tlvft' Ii:owles. Following a repcrt on a. cave behind. a peppercorniree in a cuarry r we f orxrd no less than three quarries wi th
peBpercorn trees, but nct the right one. ltlj-mestoneArsris of
N"S.Wor? lists limestone aeposits d-own to a few feei square, but
misses out cn maj or cave bearing areas " E.rery night bring s avarj-ation cn the rtman and. d-og enter toge'ther, men and. dcg emergea-t separate p1 aces?r there" ft is hoped- that eavers can ietaintheir objective outlock when working in this area"

We wou1d,- d.early love to acknowled-ge the eontinue d-' assl st-
anc e and. stlpport giv en by many L ud"ge e 'people how ever, in th.einterest cf property pro tectlon, etc. , we wish that no publici ty
be giver. the carre areas.

E;_!e_eE{_Fie ces .
Our sineerest. best wishe stc' menbers Arthu-r Rose and. Kay

lpeeclley, marf j-ed at St. Ambrose Church , Ccnco rd. F,Icst on if til
Deeember , 1965. The couple r s atiend ant-< , errd the guest list, yras
very strongly H.C.G. r

TheChristmas rcrt at the presid.entrs home featured a pipe
band-i i A sheep roaste d- on e spit provec inad equate next yeara bull_oekc

Iave Gant-Thompson d.rcpped in from New Zeeland-r slorting a
beard , showing colour sl id-es.

Off in
the ARMY,

February Bcb Russell tc Tasmania, Hoger tsooth tc

^ Congratufations to Roger Booth atraining his majority - party
22nd January

- I[edding be11s are really httting the o1d_ gang -. there v,,i1]_
be best wishes offered to Baibara Kaye on Atn Felirary, marryiag
Simon ChaBman of Gulgong.

,_ ,. + frture trip progranme wi11be organised at the A. G.L[.on
2J rd January, but two certainties are Bungonia on Austr&lia Day
weekend and. divi4g .at Coolenan ai; Easter.

I


