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For t he past two years, H.C.G.'has been t r ying to p rove, both to 
ourselves and to other s ncie ties, thl t we are sufficiently mature 
as a society to b e capabl e of holdinr a place in a f ederal body. 

Now that we have been accep ted as £' member society of the ' A.S.F., 
there may be a brief ir. t:e rlude for c (,lebration, but we must, very 
rap idly, broaden our th! nking (and vcting( s o that we serve 
:Jpeleology not only on 1-, local b as is , but also on a nationa l basis. 

Locally, we must clos (J ly examine t Le :functioning of the N.S.W. 
C;oordi nation Sub-Commi Voee '" its t erre's of r eference, its actual 
md potential effec t iveness , and the ex t ent of support from r e l evant 

- ,' oc ie ties. There i s no C[ues tion of t Le n ecessi ty of such a commi ttee j 
) ,here i s some doubt i n our mind ,however, whether member societies 

realise t ha t the y a r e t te commit t ee • . 

I 

Dare we suggest a t this early stage , tha t the l'roblem of 
~onservation of caves is b es t tackled by a "hard sell" of the 
18cessity and principles ~f conse rvation within the established 
'oc ietiesr Instead of only committee members, being interested? ,' 

Perhaps , now that we are in the mainst ream, we will hear more from 
lther socie ti'es ; or perhaps bet t e r channe ls of communic a t i on a r e 
,eede d than the sparsely written, newsle t te r s , e tc .. Coult A.S.F., as 
l non-controlling body, be improved by a gr eater interchange of 

:;nowledge , of ac tivi ties and of trends of policy? Certainly H.C. G. 
;ill ' benrefi t from 'such ac tion, en abling ,us t o support A.S,.F. as an 
'.ndependaI;lt soc i ety . ' , 

However, despite the critisism above , we would like to sincerely 
a.ank al l othe r member socie ti e s for e:c epting us into the clan; 
:e hope tha t the one obj ec tor finds tha t VIe can work in speleology 
.n r easonabl e h armony; and we hope that H.C.G. c~ntinues to justify 
_ ts accep tanc e . 

ABOUT 'mIS MAGAZINE-:- - - -

Start ing with this issue , " CALCITE" will be circulated to all 
.S . F . societies. To facilitate this, it would be appr eciat ed if 

fe could be informed if your copy was addressed correctly. We would 
'.lVe r come you with e ff'usi ve thanks if' this publica tiC'l'l trigge r ed aome 
form of exchange scheme . Over to you. 
' Details of other'H.C.G. papers will be published from time to time 

.Ln this n ews l e tter , and will be avail e.ble on r eC[uest. All H. C.G . 
publicat ion!? a r e on standard quarto s::'ze and ( except 'fl'r thi s shee t 
- we forgot) ,have Buff'ieien t margin f or a ring binde r system. 
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COMING EY!!ETS. 
24th January Annual Gene r a l 'Mee ting 7 . ,30pm . 

Frogreps Hall, Abbott Fark, Ches t er HulL 

28th . February Gene r al Mee ting Venue as above . 
No definite trip plans have t een announced . It is bel e ived 

tha t Barrington Tops i s "off "; there may be trips to 'l'uglow 
andlvludgee on Australia Day weekend . A trip programme will be 
decided on or aft e r the A.G.M . 

ANNUAL REPORt 1261 
At the end of our caving yea r , the members of the Highland 

Caving Group can look back with pride a t its achievments. Just 
as importanj! as these achi evment s , though, has been the 
stabilising and ma turing ~f our ~embership ; Discoveri es of new 
sections, advanc es in scientific knowledge, and conservation 
practises ar e hardly possibl e from a group of people troubled 
with disharmony in thffimr ranks . ~ow very fortunate that we 
have been able to divert any such t endenci es , to that ex t ent 
that ours is possibly the most closely knit , and potentially 
the most effec tive , g roup in the country. 

The gr ea t es t advanc es h ave OC Gurred a t Bungonia (naturally) 
starting in January wi th the dis<lovery of the Powell Pot, a 
large extension of the Foss il Ca-;e-Hogans Hole system . Work in 
this ex t ension; so'far hampe r ed by the squee ze entranc e , foul 
air, siltation,etc., should proc ee d a t a fast er pace soon with 
the proposed excavation from the surface direct to the top of 
the main chute . The well known portion of this system has been 
fully mappe d to Grade 5, and thi s map should soon be completed 
in r espect of the many minor ex t r-nsions tha t have been ,discove r ed 
through the year. 

In the Grille cave , t wo minor extensions have been discovered , 
by forcing squeezes,one at the top l evel, one near the Piano, 
adding about 150' of passage to the known extent of the cave .. 
Mapping (to Grade 5) has been r e- 8 t arted , following the finding 
of b asic errors in the early wo rk.Ra ther belatedly, a ladde r 
was removed early in the year,to protect the remaining f ew live 
form a tions i n thi s cave . Other excavation work h as been carri ed 
out, notably the dig of the Black Boy,and some work in the 
Junction Sink. 

A water traC ing proj ect was undertaken, ' Unfortunate ly with 
a negative r esult; furthe r effort s will be made i n this direction. 
A search and r escue practice , ending in a true Se arch and Rescue 
was also held. 

Tuglow, We e J asper qnd ~oolaman have r eceived a ttention 
during the year; particularly Tuglow, since the blazing of the 
new route to the main cave . 

In J1lne , a joint trip with U.N.8.W . S. 8 . ' took place to 
Cliefden, r esulting in the discovery of a new cave . ' Explora tion 
of this is not ye t complete ; a ga te has been but not yet fitt ed 
to this cave . Furthe r cave entrances were also discover ed, but 
no r eal explora tion c arried out. 

In Decemb er,two members r e-started work in the Mudgee 
district,gaining access to two more limes tone deposits,and 
uncovering quite a f ew new caves ; A procedure programme for this 
area i~ in course of prepara tion,with emphasis bffiing placed 
on conservation ~tk of the caves and property. 
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(cont'd) 
Early i~ Decemb er, the H.C.G. joined the othe r Sydney societie ~ 
i n rlans for a St a t e Se ar ch and Rescue or ganis a tion. Finally, 
a t the A. S.F. confe r ence held at Perth over New Year, the 
H. C.G. was acc epted au a member ~ociety. 

Future prosDects l ook ve ry brigh t indee d. New equipment 
to hand inc l udes ladde r s made t o ye t anothe r new method; high 
grade mapping gear j and a t l ast a memb er owns a duplicator. 
Safe ty weekends have provided mos t member s ' with r a ther more 
than ave r age ~owledge of the use of rope , e tc. ' 

The new finds h ave provided ' a st arting point, ~ocep tan~ e 
by other soci e ti en has provided an ,inc entive , for some r eally 
constructive work ; the improvements in the memb ers' caving 
abili ty will now i,how r esul tso ' 
Statistically, we h a78 25 full member s , 5 pro spec tive 

members, one as so~tate member, and h ave had one r esignation. 
During 1964 ther u were 10 offic i al tri ps , with an aver age 

attendance of 10, ' ;he maximum on one trip being 20. 
Five priva t e trip:; compris ing 6 member s or mor e wer e held. 

:;:..B~AL""AN=-"C~E-:::,S~HE~E~T-;::--,-:"" J=fi4-..=-....<;2 .... 4 .b65_ 
REGEIP'lS 

B/Forward 
Trip Fee s 
Subsc r i ptions 

EXF ENDI '.PUItE 

Supper 
Dona ti ons 

12- 8- 1 
9-14- 0 

19-15- 0 
2-19-10 

___ l!)- 0 
45- b-11 

Rent 
EQuipment 
St a tionar y 
Public a t ions 
C ash in hB!!d 

MUDGEE 'l'RIP~.:-.2~L,z.2 th December 15tM 

1- 0- (') 
21- 1- 5 
1-18- 0 

13- 6 
20-14- Q 
45- 6-11 

Planned purel y as a public r el a ti ons trip, the n ature of 
the act i vity soon changed,wlien t he party started investigating 
r eported lime stone in the Ben Bullen di s trict. Isol a t ed outcrops 
wer e found along a small c r eek, l eading to a deposit of as 
ye t unknown magni tude , containing cav es wi th live decora tion. 
The party then moved on t o the Buck ar oo property a t Mudgee , 
Whe r e it was de t er mined i:;11a t' time h ad not soured ' the hospi t,ali ty 
of the property owner t o us ,or any cavi ng group. Investigations 
i n this ar ea ' also conf irme d the validity of our fin al r eport 
on this area. However, i t i s bel i eved t hat the r e is some work 
s till possible . 

'L'he party than move d t o Mudgee , t o track down s ever al rumours 
Eventually we gained access t o a property i n the hills south 
of the t own.At the back of the property an extens ive outcrop 
was found t o contai n seve r al cave s , a poss ible efflux ,and 
many poss ibles .No' real explora t ion W&s carrie d out due to the 
si ze of the party " Before depart i ng , a definit e r epott was 
r ece ived on a c av e en t r ance i n a well known outcrop,wher e 
quarrying h as cease d. 'I'hree o the r outc r op s we r e no t vi s ite d 
d~e t o l ack of ti~e , but on the r e turn j outney ye t another 
outc r op, some 8t miles off t he road , was ear marked f or attention. 

NEW PUBLIC ATIONS 

"Report on Exp l or a ticn and Exc ava t i on of Limes t on e in 
Par i sh Bumberra- County of Phillip " con t aining 3 illus tra tions 

cos t 3/-
, J 
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