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,,""-VI,,',K ;l.lIst . Ca.l.t:l~te , ma~es a reappeararti:e ; ' put 
been a .tragedy ;' til this issue is the full 

" . . "'Lt' . - .' 

~~t~~~~~:i~l~aVli ,th onlt 'a few comments Olll tl;le affair asa 
!~ lreaq.el's ,fto' analyse ' whi chev,er , portion interes 

ior. }vil~. be, I;!upp,liea :9n . ritq,,!est 0 , 

Eifde 1ssue from .. th1~ ~!fair)'la's .the bad 'press - a ' proril~n~nt 

.s,'Cireaming·' o~t "C/!';'e " Explore! K·i:tled l " . In . a~ ,at,tempt to :l~;~t,:~~:~~~~~~~ 
ofXrGfl:ving societ,ies w~is ' stressed , the f~pt ,of 

bo \V~S a,tate~,etc •. '.!l~~ 'Is there ' a National body ' riipr'~~'e'ii(j:,fl1 
, , a ctive caver,s'? Sa'fety , !",t :,!1n(!ard's u where? SEARC!l & 

\to;ie13'.' in this State? Orrilu6t ',:!we 'all degenerate to the , s\ilmclar:(l 
,who ,stat~~ " 'We do'n 'tli,~ed S & R, we never get los 

l • ' 0 .... , • 

- -:;:r---- ~ .,,_ ....... _--
-~:-

. ". 

;' 
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~~~!i~~~~~Tu~rr~~tilil~~~~' '6 Pages. Details , ~\~u::t~t~;~~~ iGi ' work carried out ~· ThiS' revort· 
,;eres,;~ng fossiL However, 1inl~re ,_""""",., 

is ass.umed , will 

repo~t , detail,lng what~ , 
line's for reseai-chsaf.e~:1f met.~tO~le 

erioil on hand , in the ;ourse of editing, includes a 
l).:nr Tug'10'w (bqth areas),~nd e III treatise on thEe practise and ' ,.;. 

of cave search &rescue o I All of these will be on our atandard 
.t o · ~acil itate bipding ailld t no.exing , The constitution, arid . , 

, of ethica,iv.ill . shortly 1; ,(1 reduced to quarto size , t o perro it tile 
he ' niaual, 'also to fa cili1t a te indexing . and to control ilpaatini ~ 

; ': 
-----.-~--;, '------

~,~\··~'~r\}¥o/!~~~~·~"J2~J~~~A~OOI~4, 
This trip was planned 1: 0 provide search and rescue training 

, C. G. bo t h froln the point of view of searc h alld rescue practise, 
, .. " ,,;uu lf'0'i;'g49~!ssltion of te/.llns and timint; o Tothis end " it Vias assumed that two ' 

,J·.i,l~;:l.'p,e.l· i'sl.n(ied caven; were overdue, ne c:: ess:i.ta t ill!~ a coropltilt,e,.6earch of t he ~l,'j!tal,'~ 
intended that ,if the "hunni\ es" were found, that . minor inj 

It ~;asalso to arrange for m~l lllbers to cover unfami:'i"r caves 



J 

. :~: ~, i"OMB;;;RS ' t:valt CrIi!.6t:~.kdbby Scheffer, Gerald Hopkins ,Joan Crabb, Jol\n ~ose. 
j' • .. fthur Rose, Rogel" Bootb, Eddy Powell, Jim Kerr, Neil Hunter, David Oant'fhompeQn, 

~~r}:)ara Kaye, Margaret ~aye, l~ric Kaye , Mrs. Hita Kaye, Chris Rneynoids, . 
Bill Bryant. Bob RusseU, l<;ay SpeeclJly. John Morgan, Tim Taylor. ~rank Cbrk,. 

" . '. 'Early Saturday morning, a11st was taken of part icipatin(l; members, togeth~r 
v,-;~~./l a full list of ~quipment available on the site. SOUle . C.MoW. membere in the 
~rea v:ere con.tacted., but did not show any interest in tile scheme. The fundameil7 

. ~ als 'cPt. search and rescue practise wre explained ~o the me~lbere, with instructiol!~ 
until assigned to a working patty •. Asthis was only a pract~se members . 

, ifiir.ct .. iln/,t·1 ,uclted to not decend beyond 1 ;.~ C02. and the Powell Pot waeo'!>t of bounds 
cOlns'~r',ation purposes. 

sixteen members available for search were split up into four parties '. c • • 

• the "bunnies" Slipping away during this confusion . The total time 
jJ~F~~. id. from gathering to departure was 20 minutes. Jim Kerr leading party 

. t o BeCk's Gully area, the Dinasour, and .B33-4-5 etc • 
. Eric Kaye and party No.2 to part of first .KIlIll~ in the Drum , then cover 

~~~~~~it:' ' level section of the 831 . othar tlYq part:l.os led by Robby Scheffer (No . 3) Margaret Kaye (No.4), .' 
,aEUH)a~ched to the Grille Cave. ' to converge from the top and bottom of the ' ':; 

1 +~~?!:;~~!~~!~~{e'}'E.s~)·erl1'l."elY. The search began at !l1iI1I 9-0am. All parties wre to .,report ..... 1 
Ii' , (near 831 sinkhole p) when task's were completed. while those ." 

t . camp ~neral1y tidied up, and prepared to provide fat the searchel's.·; 
·urn.un Qf Ui N.S . W.S . S. members, camped at B31, were· contacted, but when A 

."' .• ~;, .. me that four of t here party were due to return home in the after- ,;. 
nd Ul hat they had eome pre-determined actj,vitiee , no attempt was made to v. '1 

itiito ],ve them il)the search. ' 1 
. No.2 (Drllm Cave) . was visited,when it was noticed that by 10-15am "9 

~i ·~~ · • . ' df op ~ad been inspected, but the ladde,l's ,etc 11111:111111 were not packed ' .~ 

l \j!~i:tfU:~t1~;i~: mo've ·lfntil 10-35am . Consideration should be given to spooling the ' It .qtd.re~ for 19n9 pitches from the sulface, were practicable. 
:' 11- '5alll, par~iee ;, and 4 returned from the G:dlle Cave , tobe met with 

t:r.,fs~(m~· nts ' 'at baee camp . 
1. Q- 2.5am, : party was away to COYer 815 anq. B8. Party No. 4 after 11111'101' 

:;:'i;;:~i:'~~l;:~! d'espatched to 816 and B42 at 11-;'Oam. At 12-}Opm . party No. 1 
~ . , for a cold lunch, and a mug of tea provided by the base staff. At 

Barbara Kaye (from party No.3) rushed into camp ·to reportthat Bob 
;~;1~~[~~~~'~%; 009,S ·stuck. in B8, ·in a .... situationn 
~ . . ~~ 

. ;. 

was investigated immediately , sfter asking for No . 1 party to be 
a8 ' B~On sa n08R~h'8 A~ 'the cave ; Bob was, i ndeed , in difficulty, 

'iwaiat" 'about 12 ' doVin lobe se -cond drop in t he cavel unfort unately there 
no 'room foX' . another person bel/3w the top of this drop . 

InUially, .effortswere made too raise him bya life line, while ~ob was 
i\~lratI6d.ed to completel y rela>t, but no aBal1, It was then suggested that a loop 

could be paeaed down , to p:rovide support under Bob ' s feet. This was 
a~comp!1iahed; then began the slow inching up, synchronising the pull 

, with the victim relaXing. The rescue VlSS completed a t 1-,Opm. ,. .. 
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" As p!3.Y.'ti"'s ? 2".10 .if h~d no~; yet lfet ll~ned from t he;.r £Is signOlent: s ,tbi f.l 
, " w.a,; :;i.1l '~eati6at:"d, pa;:>f,;y .j. t , iug met cn t he i l' way to 342 , aft er having f ound 
':'\ B16 \'omple.tely fre e Qf fo,q. air n Party 2 were emerging from a,1 at 1- 55pm, 
, • after a 'lery fu ll in'l'estigation of high level dry passages . 

, At 2- 10pm., party No . 4 returned t o camp, and party No.1 wae sellt t o 
';n'l'es 'l-ilgate B5 .6 & 30 . and adjoini l)g ar ea , lI t thi s stage, tbe weather looked 
::i: lt,~ ' b,~6min !l; dS,rty ., and S I; i 1: waE! des;ided t ':, i gnore many possi bilities wes t 

. i;1 X :~hf$ ' A':;;ad.. ~ (~ k~ep par '~ii;1C: w~th:;' n easy lcea )hQ 
The origi na l int ention was to ~over tha mor e r emot e caVeS in daylight 

he.ur6 to eonvel' ge t o t he area adjacent t o camp aft er dark . 
.',' Par t y No . 2 returned to camp ot 2- 25pm . just as No , 3 and 4 wer e l eaving 

invest i gat e .:; ',for B~ and B1 resp",ctive l~; 35 mi nut es lateJ' part y No.2 want to ",; .. ,>~, B2 and B10. 
'J,,;.",;' ",'-:;' ,By 3~30pm, the sky was be coming very darkl wi thin the next 20 minutes \ 

"",:' ':"'; part i es 2 . 3 & 1 r e turned and were immediatel y despatched to the Fossi l cave;on 
::;."".' ;Il' previous occasion we had seen a storm result in a compl ete blocking of thi s '" 

< .. . ' )",entrance. The l as t par~y into t he cave waa contacted just i llsi.d'e the entrance ' 
," ,.; the positio n of t he victims was re l aased" with a reC/uest for evjjryone t o ,,' 

')'.i, ,:· w:ithdraw from the cave . By 4. 45pm all member6 had ret 'lrned to camp- with not ' :>,: :',a ,cloud in the -sky . . 
(c,'t',', '. Although the programme was not comple-ted , resulting in no further , 

" )'/,1., ,', \!I!Kperiance i n reseue work. all principles applied in the early search appeared, 
',65;,;;4'" ' t o , work smoot~ly . One s l ight discor~ was the fact that to high a proportion ' 

,,: of trog l i ght s became unreliable Illnder arduous conditions . 
; 

" ~unday morning. after s"refreshing" night around the fire wit '" 
" U. N·.S , W. S . S. and C ~M ,W . members , ; saw the members disperse over the area to 

":,/,:1r';" follow their own interests . Three parties Bent to the Grille Csve , one t o t he 
, )~I,{,h: {~,06sil cave , and one to Hogall's Hol e. leaving a few people at camp . 

" ',lim· " .' At approximately 12- 30pm . a young man staggered into our camp, saying 
, ~\';;irb;',!:; My mate ' s gone over the c liff.", and collapse~., Present in the camp ,' at the 

'· , .'~'fj-,L'!,t'ime were J oan Crabb, Bob Russell and, Tim Taylor. Tim and Bob t ook t he 
. ;~:jr :,,2~,tran!\er t o the top of the hill to doterm:!.ne the location, while Joan went ' 

',' ~,J1'.'L~'0· ih'e Grille cave t o contact myself " Thi s contact Vias made at 12-50pm. 
,~> ';?~ "':M~ariivhi le , John Morgan and Frank Clal~k had returned to camp , then Tim and 

.. ":;f.~_) Frank drov~ t o Bungoni a tov/nshi p t o I~ing fo~ ass i s t anc e • 
. <'f:;'", ,,' I immedi atel y returned to Cam}l,. leaving t wo to pick up our gear. and 
" ~:~;;f.{~.:'''' t~o t o contact the part i es l owe I:' down the Grille cave . ( POINT : the latter 
',./ ,;;," ?t wo were instr ucted t o EI't ate that thElre wa6 a emergency , and everybody was 

, 
i , 

:'(<~'>' r.equired 'a t ca mp . due t o hazy detail at that stage . Thi s was fo,und to cause 
" . ," Bome di stress due to the conviction t:hat our members were involved, in a 

" ,,;:.;;r'esulJ; , tha I: a vague repor t :idil l!:u1l:!! t oo amp that a second emergency had arisen 
, ,> ,:,' " ';;.n t he Grille Cave.). : 

", '" ,'., By the time I had r ea ched camp" the party at Hogan ' ~ Hole had returned , 
prepared for the recue and had obtai iled a r ough location . From the statements , 

"':.',' ~twas beleived the acc i dent had o\l cured at the side of' Bungoll,ia Creek , 
i, , probabl y di rectly bel ow Adam ' s '.oOoltO(lt . I t waEl also stated that David 

Hancock ( t h", victim . ) Vias a live . ' and caught in a t r ee. ' This first party led 
by Art hur Rose, l eft i mmediately,. 1!he C.M . W. member s, and a group 01' f'our 
i ndependent cavers/ wa l kers were contclct ed , and i mmediat e ly made themse l ves 

I, 

. a '!!lilabl e, Eric Kaye was asked t o sUI,ervise over t he teams down i n the valley; 
' and a system o f' visual communieatiori wasestablisl;le d . By 1- 15pm three parties 
ha d left the camp, the latter partiefi carrying a Cew t or ches, bl ankets etc., "\ 
One p arty of ·three was .retained ~t. t"'.':: l mn. +.0. Tw.(ud~ .". .... ..,. ......... t. ___ _ ~ __ .&.'-- L; L -1._- _ 
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, , line'-part'y ' of 3 \Vas retained at camp to provide assistance for the 
, ambulance men , yet .~" arrive; whi l,; the womenfQl.lt star~ed preparing food. 
\,.soup etc. for supplies raid ip.g r ucks/i"ks'" Jrl:m RQber '~ Hyde ( victj,ms companion) 

Ivas moved int o a sleeping b<\g .1.n a tent;, and given some food . It Vias 
appare~t t.ho1t he had suffe red lIo in:i v.ry gree:i;el" than slight cu.l;s, but was 
31f,ffE,."ing [,:om ezausl;;;i" !l and SllOCk ., His story pieced together fx"omm: 

'" inccherent stat ements" tpld of .two people arrivi ng a t Bungcnia at appl"Ox • 
. ,''':~~' 10-0am , and desc\~nded sOImelvhere up:ol;ream of the GOl'ge ., They were using a 
"., 'i~'r9pe . later found 1;0 cons1.61: of shu):'\'; lengths t o for.ll a 100"length. ,The 
;' .,;. v~ctim, c a!Tyi ng a rifl e and bayon e.·l;, appeared t o find some difficulty 
:;; .. :.("'. 'ciimbing due ~o his riding boots o Cont.rary t o his mates advi<1J<!, he reta in<>d 
H".>~'" :', qi.~ · rif l e, be.yonet and riding boot s "but untied t he rops"" Hyde said . HE 

' .. ~.,"" ) \,~.. . 
, ~i'.("" £:e'l:l abou~ 50 "" crashing through a i;ree at t he foot o f t he bluff ,- Hyde 
"//f.' ·. p(~~mbed down and laCer claimed tha i; " Hanc ock was alive.". And then RI'Ifi: wen;; 
· . , ,~\'Yr" assistance via _ Che Gorge and t he soree slope at the downstream end . 
';, {:·. (' -1A!'I~,s a nd addresses were given " together with the statement tha t they were 
-, 'r ti\Je home at Goulbourn at 6-0pm . 
· ,':, • tihlanwhile, two of t he U ~N,S •. W . S ~l:> •. members ha d been packing their 

. '/,. 'g~ar ready to leave.' when the task I%,S over, and a girl member of C. M • .w ~ 
· .~~;-." wae Simi larl y '!:learing t he.ir camp . A,s soon as the U,.N .S.W .S", members wer i! ' 

,; ··{{;c .. ·~vailable . the party held at camp s o,t off to the search , carrytng rucksack 
: ""S;" ... 'f,tames for stret chers. lights , etc ., ., 

.~;, ··7";~. ..: • . 
\:.f~ .. "" Two police cars arrtved at 1 , ;~f5pm , 0 wi th Senior Constable Col. Hanson 

.,;,:,.g,.: .( ex Cliff Rescue )and tv~" c onstabl<H;. They questioned Hyde, were toU of 
~dt~~':\t'll~ arrangements made up to that s t,!lge, then r elaxed until j;he first signal 
',, ' ~,'. Was r eceived from ·the searc h teams , No a ttempt I'1I1S made by the police to 
',.~H?,f~if:~.~!ttaClt any ambulance or othe r medi ::a1 assistance at thts stage. 

::':;;}!fr: .. ";\.:;' At 2 . 00pm . a signal was rece i Ired from Eric Kaye, indicat i ng tha,t 
. }~~~C);,~e'ver'ything was under contro l down i ll the valley . 
'~~;''Y~}af}~f{).,,·,~ . 
j')\(~~!i~:;;~"" Oll,e of the l (1l: a l f armers drifted up short l y after 2,OOpm" and offereel 
, .. \.,' .; some suggestions t Q t he po lice. abo" I: the best routes i nt o the. valJ.ey " A 
;.,:~'.~' ".poli<:e ca r went t o fet ch- the o t her ;/'ocal farmer , and to radio for all a\!lux 

';,~.\j'~ J' ~~m.bulance, Fortunately, ths po h.ee l,ieVled the advice of the .locals vlith 
. ,'-':;'~:\;,:- ~':I,tth ' faith, as '~hie advics, disph ved an a larming l a ck of knowledge o f 
. ~';:"'(,:";i_\ .. ~ ~,pe area " 
,~-2~ .. , ~:.*:; '; " 
~;\~,*£·?;l.\,." A eQns t ant wat e h vias kept fr·;) II the ·t op of the ridge for a visual 

:;';?~'~'; l;ii<gI;ial f r om the walley - none. fias ;: :ll"the oming. AI:. 3.15pm o Dave Thompson 
,'" ~,::,t:t<ari up the s l ope to report that th " victim had been found, and viae; dI@ado 

. :;;-":'j\'~.;t search part i es wel'e togethar a r, the site, which Vias actually on a pile 
,::.';} ·o·f rock ,right ha nd side, a feV! ya ~ :ts in from the upstream e nd of the gorge , 
"'.'./ At 3,·18pmo, an ambulance arr :i, lIed, While the pol ice were being f itted 

., out with boots , etc •• , from the camp " arrangements were made t o provide a 
trai l if lighits up the a cceSSible .. 0 :,ute from the. gorge . The police requesi; 

" f or a pull",y and ao,ditional r.c>pe w·e ;' also met , Final ly, at 3. 50pmc" the 
,-" ., p t,l ice, a ccomanied by Bob Chap'oan , lid Bob Edwards of U , N , S , W, S "S " l eft 

I. 4::amp for the gorge , Eddy Po\\'ell, Be I'bara and Hargaret Kaye we·nt off to I " Gou l burn at b, . OOpm , to pick up eig .. : I'ettes,etc" and to contact Sydney to 
f arr.ange far parents to be notified . 
I· 

I , . '------ _. - ~ 

',' t 

. , 
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At approxo Lf , 15pm" a p r ess ' re.;llx·es en'tative app~ared, but 
,Was r e1eased at this s,\;ag(~n It ',~aS .e,lIggefl.ted 'that ,he re tuI'n at 
'or , lai;er. A f ew t",ur.ts~s came into t he' the area but no ,,1'I; tempt 
any to ¢j,'Ome :Lnto the oamp al'eelo 

no del;ai J. 
8,OOpm " 
«as Diad", by 

Between 5 000pll\ . & 5.30pm" our cal" ret}u'ned f rom Goulbilrn, Dave Thompson 
, and Elaine? '(C,11,,\<,) l'Iere despatched to meet ~he reaCtle team ~Jhere the 

,rou~e left; t h e creek be,d, taking >lith' thelD aome Vlarm clothing iOtn d a dd;j .. ~ io!lal 
,lightsa At about this tilDe, 01- a li'i;tle earlier ,) John Sharp ( U ,N,S , W"S"S , ) 

:"'~ettirned to campo being upset by finding ,l;he wictim and ' helping re cover 
~, . . ~ . . . ' . . 

" .' t;he,", bodytrom the ro@kp:i.1e o 
, " At approx, 5.45pm; , the press (loll" re t urned a Th;.s time, it was requested 

... , tll<!'t he rei:urn -t o @ou l burn to obtain s ome provisions " s uch as soup, etc~ , 
,,' ()rtunately , he ' went , 

, ' " '\', It wat> believed that the pol:&:lle had i nformed Hyde' th~t his mate was 
< ',', ';" j:l.<;ia,~; , however, th:l.s was no~ so~ John Shar p was t1>'apped. i nto breald.llg the' new!!! 
,'. \, ' by' :IJyda " , 

(/,{,,<':l~ :\\.:' From 600QPm . (l V" the memb~rs a t Camp were pref;sed i nto sertri~'e to G:!l!il! 

P"'· " ~' i:Qinp lElt ei: he l'oui:e IDe,rki ng up to,a sljree s lope " auc1. before long the rea ll ue 
r '\ ~ ·paify· ~ was si.ghted 'l However, WC:! had no voice: ~nntaetil and the r- est:tt6' team " 

,.' " s,e'e-m~d to ignore the lit trail, and c hose i nl; tead to aseen". by a very 
'" "4a.i.l,ger9us route up a loose s "r", €>, spi.ne. Later :It Ivas learnt the"; tha pol:i" ee' 

,:'~' ' ~ '~a<!.., 'chosen t his rou!;e despite ,our members imploring that they should foll"'" 
<""~' !"~116e:\ l+~, ,trail. Some of t ,he reselle te a.m di<J" in fact, follG\~ the easy r oute, 

\,. ,,,' ~'and "'it <las as'6urued thaI; these peopl'" had taken part i n the ee,rly part of 1; h<:> 
." • ,~ .. ~. ,.' ? • 

'"" i·"' re:acuet. 

. :WL1~';; ,', ' ' We returned to c amp and cbeeks:d, t hat the, catering system wa.s wor king 
' /';"':' ::, ' .~~oothlY, ' An a dvanc e par i.:y cowie j.n rsq\\es\;ing assi stance un the slop",., and 

,-.',':.; ,~",. ' ':lmbul ance ' maD requested a ,l l l; trail ,to some a ccess i ble posif;ien at t he 
',' ~' .. ~0P ; o f the climb " The fev< pe:opl". who had drifted bac.k to " amp wer.s: again :p 
, ':,~Q" TSlJJ s .. d i nt o servic;e, easin!; th'I' loa,d up th e las\: s t ages ef the as ~ent, 

" ",.>, ';, .. The r ecovery method \lsed 'uppeared to be quite simp l e < A pulley, IWal; 
l. ,,'<. . " ." 
"""', iill~he4 ~o a tlree, and. a rope \: b.l~ough '~h).s pul.ley ran ,down to the s.re'c(Ilh<w,· 

,:' i; > ~n:e , yl.(lt:im ' s body , wrapped in a bl anket, was lashed to t he stret cher. which 
",.,wlls."then supported off the ground by four people . Forward motion was prov,ided ' 
' .,by t .he ham puning o n the l ong rope , l.eavi.ng those a t th~ s tretcher to keep 

':>:- .'!i,.t off t'he ground o 

t

' : \,"'}, : ,' At approx o 7.45pm. , the body was in the ambulance, and by 8,OOPDl , a U 
. , < people had b-..en a ccounted for ; t:he press rep. had a lso )'eturnedo By 8 "tf5pril o;, 

," , after s o ,-,p, cr"ss-compl i me nts , El tC., the non- HoCoG, partit;lipants we).'a prepar 

I :i.nl!;, to le ave for home ( our rnembE,rs were s '~aying ~n the area, as most were 
, inca., ... bl e ' of driving saKel~r ) • .t hen Hyde's relat1.ves appeared on the s(;ene" 
I due to his being overdue, Imme,J.j,ately the camp became the scene of almost 
I \ :tncI'sd i ble hysteria, on t he part ')f they female relativesn 
~ '. 

i 
'. Whe,ll thli' party 

r1~ ~da;y:) t\': VJB.S found 
j:1ad oeen x'oce:l'Tf.ld by 
n~wepaper reyorts of 

L-........ _._ 

finally ret, Cll'ned home, at various times up to 1"OOp," 
that the ce ' ntact s ys tem had broken down, aDd l".» wo:n, 
some per"ent :5 unt i l a~. le€:,-st six hours a f ter ! 'cHlil) a nd 
a fatalit y 'tt Bt!ngonj.a ., 

, .~ 

" 



doubt tha t e:very civilian j.nvolved performed magnificentlY~ 
t 'hat the e l apsed Ume in the se.u:ch was ·the mini-mum huma!)l.y · 

) 'Rad :l:'b gear , though available, was lert at home so that the praotise 
1"i!!:"u} d 'not have an addj.tional compl.ication, Sunday proved that any communie,!~ .w~.,~ 

d~pends on line of sight is absolutely useless,. 

the vic tim been a).:.i.\I~, blJt seriously 
. not calling for. mediea! "l,;sis ta.nce ' 2.!~l],.,,!!~,,!,:!-£E2;~~~~~~. ~,~~,~i~~:'~f;; 

. much more signirilflan \l (~" W",U. o\'er was wast 
. v~. G~1m 'a relatives were ~o be informed after the body was 

f~~!~~'~; Surel.y it would b e> be t ter f or this to tau place as soon ae 
)\1 . facts are known , to minimise apprehension , and to pr.event 

'site of a traged.y , '} 

suggested that the trip leader issue a state·ment for a pwess 
ren"l"l':ing tha\; ollcurred was due to the Sydne.y newspapers receiving 

pOliee report. 

':It' would be desirable to ,have. a compl ete and rel i.able home eontac.t 
every person on every. tri-p, I'eg"rdless· of which society they m~y 

., TP!l2'C is at the moment, a large gap in this repor.t; covering the aeti 
. flear @h parties.At the timE' of writ;'ng, Eric Kaye was no~ available .. 
reporit. must foU.o~{" 

Eo. Crabbn Trip Leader 

· ou~ of space; we are a fast - moving society; by next issue then, 
a slide night at the W·,,!!'renl". tile perpetuation or the president 
pal'ty , on a trip to Cl.iefden , ete, will be s 'C ale o 

X'l.ua,.u.Y . from this week's re"ding ~ ., 
.. " 'Listen , my young fr.iend. there i s nothing, abso l utely nothing, half 

,.~ worth doing,as simply mesHing about :l.n ca'~es " 

I) " 

---!-. -_._---'-"'"" 
/ 
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AUSTRALIAN SPELEO LOG ICA L 

President I 17 Helwi ~ Ave . , 
Montmoreno,Y, Viet. 

The Sooretary, 
Highland Caving Group, 
e/- 325 Edinburgh Rd . , 
Castleorag, 

FEDERAT ION 

P.O, BOX 198 

BIWADWAY, N.S,W. 

I have been di"ma,yed tu have hecrd thi ~ fJiOlT.iLlg of the 
unfortun"te death of John l'r.ra.nt. 

Prob~bly all of us in Australian SpeleoloBY have ,cnUVln ~hE t we must 
ODe dll,)' see an aooident ooour in Australian Cavin~ - it is an inevi tuble 
prioo which we PSI for the adventure of exploration. However , this does 
no1; ease the shuok: or pain when it Uootlrs . 

I am oertain thut I sl'eci<: the faelir.i.\;; of eve1'/ sincere a :)eleolc<.$i.,!l t 
ill Australia when t extend to your Group rUld to John' [; far.oily , very sincere 
I13mpatll.1 on this Wltortunate oooa,,10n. 1nevl.tabl.y there will La th"G9 who 
oritioise, nnd who sB¥ that 1'eople should nut tnlce such rinks but I am 
qui te oonvinced tha1; sooiet,)' wuuld be the poorer if ti,er'e Vlere not :_eQple 
w1lling to tu''''e risks in the quest of 'eXl)loriltlc>l!. 

Very ;)inoeraly , 

~f~!J, 
Elery Ha~ilton-Smith. 

' . 

. . 
. ' 






