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In recent months the re has been considerable discussion on
the merits or ctherwise of dlffereni types cf rope. In this
issue of tCalcj.ter there is a report on a H.C.G. neeting' where
it becane evid-ent that even we 1l-known cavers fron Syd::e}
d,isplayed a startling lack cf knovledge of synthelic ropes.

H.C.G. placed. a tercporery ban on use of synthetic ropes
until more inf c rme'tiorr v'ras fbrthcoming, v:hile s's's' prou1sed e
testing progranme on varicus -ropes end knots. thelr at a lecture
in Sydnel ll Slgt. Ray 'Pyscn ot' the Folice Rescue S.-uad-, we heard
a restrained bui; conplete c cr,.,f ealr.at ion of all but naaila rope.
this lvas based. on manufactureri s inconsistencies, and failure
to achieve consistent breaking strains durin$ scientific testing:
Ia A.S.F. Nevsletter, f ler:, ilar i lton-Smi. th recconends, basically,
the use of Banila rather than s-r-nthetics in eaving practice'

The weight of the above evi,J.enee and opinion tended to guid-e
us into rejecting synthetic, aad universally accepti-ng maaila.

Iio',.cver, cn a rceent S.S.S. trip at Jenolan, a member was
injured as a result of a fa1l wh11st abselling - a fe1l due to
raanila rc pe },]reaking. It appears reasonably certain that the rope
was 1ocaI1y weakened by the action of an acid.

fhe particular rcpe in\'clved at Jenora*i wouId. b.aYe'been used
v,.-ithout question at anl time b] the ecitor cf this nag. ,had. the
rope been offered for use on a trip; thls confidenee being,-bqsgd "

on y,ihat is considered as very gcod-:::fety ew&.reness among H.C.G.
members, aild, in fact, nembers of any recognised soclety.
',i'+ l:je have, then, condemnation of synthe tic ropes, and we have
failure of a Er.anile rcrre which has received normal care by'a uenber.'t
of e caving societJ,.

At this stage it is suggested thP,t the rope prcblen is an
A.S.P. matter, regardless of the competence of eny individtral
perscn or any individual society to provide us with ree cdnendations j,
on the selection, usage and csre cf ceving ropes.. ,!,.

T/ith an ,=.S.I. com.mittee conference being he It1 in a few 'i
;.'months 

' we Yrould like to see a sub-coxmittee fonaed, eontainin'g
or parrille1 to the d.i.f . cave salet] sub comffiittee: to col-Iect
all possible information on 6he physical pe"folreance of all types
of available rope; to evaluate the handling e.tld knotting
eharacteristics of each cf these rcpes; to provide elearly defined
measures for the care o'r differeni .blpes of suitable lope; alxd" to
reccenend testing proeedures to e}sure thatrevery ti$e a rope ig'
used- in caving activitl , that rope is in safe crirndition; fina11y,
to so publish this infbrmation in sueh fofm that every nember
of every society has thls inform tion presented directly.
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(L7ttr - lijEh July, 1965. )

A se{irch anci regcue tri;: t.rit.s organisec} by $.S.S. to the Sungonia &e.$erve.?he iluriiose of this exercise tras to r,riden the e:rperlence of irrd{vtduels
connected triti) ci:l\'ii'!; in the nrganisction €;ilcl lecirniques of searcges cdtt-ried out ln caving 6.r€iis c

r'rer:lbers fro;:l S.S.S.r U.i'.i .S.',t'.$.S., S
t,ended. One meiaber f roin U .i:l .S .iI.$ .S
(ltoger Booth) n:,cLeci as oi;servers.

,U.S. r I.$ .5 . r C.S .S . r and i.,.C.G. e.t-
. ( Ian Isloorl ), anci one f rom i{.C.G.

;-i.il.G' rlerlberE atte.licii:1.; ',rcre - itoger Eoot,ir, John i-:id,-lLeton, itobert
Itussel l .

Tl"ie soarch sLertec,it e..;.,iioiii.i::etcl! 10.*cl i1r;,ir salurrJey, r.ritir five !)8r-ties of *.bout si:< n:erni:ers ! oi-ts of Lrhich 'rri:s ii r*.d.io oplr:*.t*r. Four par-ties seerciied the r,ai-n lir::erf.';ne beIt, st.i:,rti.ng e.t 8.1. anci r,:orlrecl
t,or.vards tire GriL l cavc r

The fiftir.;art}, seerclleri the ceves in tl"le cerretelierrs iiaCclocl erea andthe GriLl ceve. As tite urajority of these cf;ves T.rere feirty srrrell, thetechnique used uas for tn'ro lreiti:ers to seeircir one cave uhile Lhe oih*r
Lt.lo sei,rci:eel &flo{-irn1 si.i,rr11t-.i.nacr:s ly.

As ee"ch c.'ve Iras eirLered, tire redlo ogrerator inforrred t;re hase c&;.,:!r&lhen iE {,J{'.i cor}i-'Leted, tnis too ';ril,s rei:ort,eci encl Eire ir-rfotnu.tj. n .;;oj:k€don a su.rface;ic.1i; olt thc a.rea e-t, ti:e base, t;ru.$ Lhe e;rtire searci:. r.las co-ors:;ineLed.

After r.;e iiald beerr scr:re;:inE Lhe
c.cross & seccncl i;f,otr.; wiricii iracl
officia.L co-orriinafic:: irari beerr
seercl'ied t:.rice.

Gri}l c{ive fcr el;or_lt Li.ro hours, rre coj:te
bcen senl: to irelp. Unfortunately, no
o-r;rtniseri rinri. $crile ,-is.r'tsi crf Lire ciive r,rei:e

JrfLer searc,'ring the Gritl (tire last iiai-llred cfive t,o be rloi:e), our .?ar,.y
c.Jitlrdrer.r fror.i the sar,rch i,.ncl returneci to berse f,.:r our iirst;..e;tl sincebreeirfest. Tii,: ti;,e bcirrg 5.30 iilr*a

The rertainin3 ,;artics tlieir prr:ceeciecito frsc:ub beshrr search for any un-
numbered holes etc. Af ter" irbout foi:ty minutcs of tiris, the lost ilarty
t'".r&s founcl in a vertie"i':l ho!.e ator-lt f.:rty fse'h riee;; nei:r tire Grill.
During tire evr':rlin;1 e. clisct-rssi.r,. rrc.$ ireld concerning tlie deys acLiviEies,
aLher iilethods cr cci";chteti,:rg sel:rc;;es *r:d :..lhgtt ;ossible eictiung shor.rld betaken in c;iso of injury,

-P4 rsjjl$ L-iiX E,rii 3s j cr i 3

I thinlt 5.s.s. clicl {i,1crrrl iob in tlie runi.:ing of tiris e:<ercise in obtaln-ing ltg ot:jective ( str.Eori i.-*.'i^-rrr'1,' tn 1:i.re ;.,..,.rrt) .

I I'JaE clisri;;;;cinteci in ti:e nu:':bcr of ii.i;.G. $reirb,srs r:ho attended, &$ tlrey
inissccl an ofilorLunii:y of r.'orkin6 .,riti: otlier societies anci iro6sibly r.lirieir-ing fheir e:lperionce *e-reraII.y.
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Tl-re only rbout'r note of the l+irole *eelitni r,,as tbe Sundey hurLin;; of rather
large roclts to ttrcir deatir frorn lhie to.r of tire ;crgo - True ttre scui:rj
ti:ey raede uirei: t,hey lendeci t;rf,s ir.rg,ressive.

r em told by s i,renber *'t S.S .S . :.,rlto s,renL &n lronr
hiding frorn thei.il l:hat i:ircy xJe-ro i:ouncin;; off bot;;
lilte sirrr,i.nel, ?iris i:oo ji:usL ti;:vc besrr ir,r:;regsiva

or so in the Sor;e
:;a1l.s of t;le ;or;:;e
( i:or i:i;ri .

Russel l.

. 
( llrt,h 15Llr Au;r.tsL, 1gSS. )

This sras on S.S'S. af:-eir cn r.,r;i.ch tile '.:i:ice:: r+atrL r,$ L vislior. (if
any S'g'S' riii*ltber ever col^lgs on cne of oi-lr tri.;s, I:ieese renj.nr;l our
treasurer Eo exi:ro.ct 5l- tri,, fee $o thi,t i..C..r. ;,.ctu eveii f *r i.:e).

A.Ir,i'rly Lei;:;;il;r,ll,ii cf, S.S.S. nei:rbcrs turireci up. As i:. rnng.ier of fi,,ct
1f i,,r&r; i:. ilil;1il<e cne of tire il.X.G. lri,p;s',iiticl: i.r* t:avanf E hc,rri for r,
coui"rLe of r:io.:iths (ll.int,?). Thl: iiiec ,rf Lhe Lri, wes to i.:e,i t..:,:: e>li:ension
Eo ilc;i'.ils :"icl.,;, ciicc-:v*..r:ri .."rC ct{cflvi:Le.j :}- S.S.S. over i:ire 1l'st fer,,
r'ree!,1,s.

Tire e-'ltcnsion eo.":sistr; $:r f:. lrCCt-.1 fL. crnr.r!- t,,irich finlshes i;i e lCLl fL.
hi;,h chcl:;Lcr r,,;i'cir ii. nur,rler of e:<tinsicns. ?ire ci:\rc ccntinues doun t.
30-40 fL. Cr'o;;, r*hicll t,'i::.s fu11 of foul c.ir. A rer,,:;ro,.ile i,ilri"ied E. fu,:-
ther jOC ft. ,ast tiris ii$;i)io Tiris :.,?i,s nol: t,it,: finlsh, lruL r.'e,.s fl.s far
(::$ ireo;:Le coulci 6et into f.iie Eili.,;gniii r.l:'.r.

Ttre crr.l'rl scction of Lhe ce.ve is tisii:cy:ous for i,[ ie s,;oul,c] r;l.in
it',lCIuId. flnori ;iirri riorrsitty silt u;i l.-i;;,in, r,,liici:'.::u1,r :rot bc ui:c
,.,Lcaei.ni: cx;..c::iCIilco fo:.: c.ny s_,eLi s insicie.

;.ieavi Iy r

iiOS t

On Sunclay g .S.S . (1,'it* r. iitti s .,,:11.,
c:nci fctincl * cave cf et ieas't LCO ff .
i:;+ce.!rsc of, ri;ti;er looge rocl.ls :.1,:icir
ieve r. furtirer tri , -r.iis been ,lai:ned

3ra"':" il. -, . .-. .; l"u.j ocl tl,e ts5 i ci;i!i
in ciei:tii i:ut iii'.d to sto orre,.:L=;i-j.D.1s

Lie,,t f*.iii,':g $it iierr i{utrse. lti irei-
to -iei.;ovo'ci:ese inc;nsi-rier-;.,"i:.e roclcs . )

A;roject of ii.il.,'.j,..er:bers \.,rii.g to u$i? g.s.s. rs.dio $eer,;o;.in-r:oint tire
htgii -;sint ii: I,he roof of }oilelrs fot, so rhr:,: i.re 

"oilci JossibLe e;rcive..i:e
Lhis .'oint, i-.ut rjue to one Lhing cr incttror S.S.S. riicl i"r.-:,c;rr:nt, u;;Iri.Lh
l:::'iidi} or i.Llif o,;clitl.tor so'ciris :;rroject ryi11. r?r.vi.) Eo,irnit for * iliiiie.

: ' _\. fr,ussel l .
Continuation cf this megazine depends cn trip leadersproYiding the ed.itor with tneir litArary geros. Hovrever,only pr€ viously unBublished manLlscripts- wifr le accepted..

R.11"
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; :essrJ,tr! -
,$ui,;;iiIg - t r1-12ti".^$cri;Le'.:bcr, 1i55. )

ii.ose , ;{. 3 eecirlc3r, ii. ioolh ) i;'i. '-ryir*., E. }''o.:ei1,
G. ..;:rriso:,t, .i. It:nL, i. GiL.son t.-), i:i. ;:.'.ith (;i,
i'. i.!..t:.-'.leicn (:, ).

.-'iie..;ui.-cse 6f thc'ti:ir, 1.,'.-s ';o ezc.ivi-ta ln ihe iilrL .1rie.i E-,-rs c.ctivitjr oLilrtlo:
ri:.rly on .6.tl'.rdr-y .i',ornin; dei,.':u ih3 incle;.rcnt r.rei.ti;er.' , ?he ieb:l; g.'t:-L ili:C ccl-
lecttc'r in ono ..-.ooilb3.Ii.iy ire.s lrurn! out. SeeinJ tirl.s success, e flre l;as e.ir-:lieri
ic :";e debris ln Lire rrlet;c::;-:::rt. .1J.;;i-r3 otErted in three sei:efele ,rlaced, but
irJ.s soon .:,-alnclonc,.: Ia t'::.: cl ;,rc:.:.

*s i:Ie one hole coukj aoi a-ctciii.:lodetc J,1i .Jnt-i}6i.tsLic diJjeif,, a ai&!t ':ac -.c,,ie
t ; i17. Iiy ir..'l.irdcy ti,irt, i.41 .r.,: rlo::n r.iout 25 fee t, tr--ile 117 rr;., '::ee..l c::c vi-
iei io.i':oui L2 r.'lct.
iir'.rl7 5r.lurdey nt,l,t i i; i, e;rL by i. ierr in cr;lEinuln -..e,,i-.inn h tho iirille Co.ve,
:r ere ii :r;.1 l:iiced ;;'..:'! :he colLr;,rsin.j of Lhe entr;irce 6'rer, he.d ::rcJ::eacei i.:,ii.-
cr.L!-3; si.lce t;.re 

"ecei1! 
cec'rc and rescue tri.,. Tiris subsidence, observed cver e.

.::ricii cf :.r.:ou L ei;iii yearr3, noii" c.iicuxts tc u,, go ilve feet, ihe greetest a$oun!
LeI-i3 iir l:ho i...jlt i',:3 ye:.rf,.
3unC.r.y ..o'-ning ;r.s r-.€,tL in fut:t.irer e:icr,.vr.Lion a-t :17, a ..uicli rr!.i'trr ^..t 'c.-c cLJ-
Jasi:.r.:; ts" a.c2ea:i co fo:rell Jo! cnd 3enerally ine-;ectin6 the e:icevr-lio:t sitea of.';,:..;,, li:.S.H.S.S. a.nd C.;.[i. Durln- :'irr.s tilie, sever6.l more r.-^ossLbles t r.retre no-
L3d, :c ':ii3 Bi:.:."e -:l:4'r: .:?E.:E.icc1Iy cv'ery ne iber ,:reselrL had earmcrlted r:, sink ior
::.;ei:rOaIVe:.

ovai:cl:-, tiie ifl., ir;.s ver], :uccessiul.; t!.re e::ct;vitois i.-.?ei.rial !c heve *icellont
-.:cs:ec:f,. ;iJr,'ev3r, ;..:: ;,:ese e:i i:ii,:tc es e.re claaretl, iL i.rould i.. e€,i- thai: goi:.o :on,
:::: r:s orrslble con :..cL iJ tro r'.er,. ,.ue!t as r:e r,islilie c:-::vecl :jescrj...llc:c oi ci.ve
;.:.:;.ii.; il: cn!,'..-:cc:,(i:...:rrc i:. r'. b.:;ui:y nec-; -J!) t-re o,,er:in; :f ..-: rL:: entrc.nce6
l-;e:.Liy LrtcfciiBc-: tric ,..rc.;r..c 'io uot.;:l vL6lCois tc Lhe €.raa.. Any ctl_.j;jc." t.:.3:ls cn
: .:'.i :u1..1 be i: 'f3cii.i:c -.

fl, tlrai:b.

-:'.-1.I. !: iue 63clcty oi r.a3ry Ysu&: i:..:ieos. lie eiicor cf Cc.Iclt.e hee i:een be-
rci;c,"1 '.y thesc a.1.3. '.to- j(,itr;;+,_qtir,:..:lc!-,j,ia, on. ii,3i-r r:r.I i,rri i..r...;ineC injuc-
:ice:, :,Ir: ;:.i: ..e :ri:! oo (co..",,iite: ::r. iiili^if i j iha c.:,:rtents or 6tr:.;_,,enEc
:ii.ve rer.1 f:iuncir.Li;:r. ' iii9:,.,3+r; ,,,111 in .!;re lrec.i fuLu"e you .:iay rea:d e'oouL:-
l.) ri cu . -:stL:n to cionu nr:ics j.!uc,.]zc l:r ,cil3 ;u;lci!'oo:r 1 -lcc Ji.a..er. .n i' reeent
Eii.. .. ;-i.::J. i, e::to;:;lva1y -*3corete.. 1f.iif-:c :-.: o.,.:;e' r:; .;n i.' .j,[ri:ufdA.y afterncca
o'; liunri.e.;r i::ornin;. iJy.lu:rcicy iri_hi lo fo)::i.i:Eicn :;;c left irrte,c!.
Z) A -;s..ri::ir:: cr:::lca1 a,,,r;.is:'L of i:v:lrr-;e 3utlooi< tolr(.rds 6a:ety a.nd t;,Darcls
c -.i;l :::rvl.i:ioi1.
3) iur oTrn/eont.t: c./.

t) .r:L,he:i ii:,: -: ]'i,::-
.-;;r'.=n ,r.it ':;:e s.;i;tii-li s::..::.

-i
ei'Uit-',-v.tby .

3nsibiiity e.nr-: ii-;ec ci1^ii"lIil,y in 'ju :1icr.i-cn of r3 -rort3 e: ir(1 iirfo:;:i.:tiJn
i.ilc! *i:v-."nJ {..fr.'. :ffecl on ef icf"i:.1 :i'L 1:Oi'ls;L-ve'Ci,..,:r.

,.' ), .:'unj.:i.v.: j:l.3;..re,: i;r -..,--ieol-; i:r;. jcci:[iec,
t

:cn;,:o l :f f r i.ir,;: ,.ic- tber$ .

.,:
urL, lJi, lflr

-'t"l'SSelj. I
i.,anr1 (:),

. . :liv:
bi, i i.c:.:

iie ::ue Ji.3::.:,j.glL:-on is
c; slt, ..'out, o';. r:ilelirer

beirS slcuec
-.ro;re5s is 3f.-

1,, !J I rr-:i>

on,:f.vr_r

r



un S aturrlay , 22nC' ' Iila] L955 , 'i\ membe r of the ftighland- C av ing
Group cliecl es a result':,of injuries receivecl in a fall in the
nrun Cave at Bungcnia, I{e v/as Jc}ur Lavrrence Erlant, aged- 18 years,
frcrn Cirester ii'ili Jd'S"Y'i'.

It is fa:: belonC the literary r.r.bility of the ed-itcr to
suitably phrase 6] lasting: and rneaningf'ul tribute to Jchn; but
eacl:. cf us who ]<new and respeeted.'him are Ie f t with cur own
pe rsona] thcugii'[ s , and. aff ec t icns , and- rues]c ri e s; the se are
treasurec1muchroret}re"nth.eirnpersena1writtenword..

Extremel;r gz'a-iifying tc all cf us v/es the su.ppcrt r symFathy,
and- material contributions so quicL:Iy and spcntaneously cffered"
by speleos th:- ou-ghout the ccuntry ; f b:: tkri s we say, sirply but
s in e e re ly' , I' f'har:l; yorl" .

&p.o_rt_Af_jr. e Ir_" C . G. tr' a! g 1 i tL--ta tb9_-!g:rg_!"At"e . Brmgon ig,
sl ,Jurr;.s;L,22&ltgy-,-196 5-,.Ie-Ils--a-sumg-ary--sl-!Icis]p--!e-edel-s
!l!B_o:l_ agra_rbe_geo rC-lCrX' e Rglort .

rhe trip rsas led by Jim Kerr and comprised nine experienced
rnenibers arrd twO leSs experlenced members" the belaying nunber was
Iric Kaye, the seeretary of the cIub.trt about 10.J0 members assembleo at the top of the d.rop and
vere lrarned., borih by Jim and. Iric, of the dangers of the cave a:rd.
the lnportance of using only bowtrine knois followed by a half
hitch on the safety line. They were al-so instrueted. to use .aliir'abir.er or- a seDerate sefety be1t, to be snapped on the ladd.er
should &.pau-3e occ!:r in the C.Escent'or asce"ti-U"i.c ttayJ *us
assts;ed by -cdie vowcl]- aJro ,r an Gibson ai the top.
" . 'Ihree 40f'b. ladders rrrere lovle re d- shackled together and..

fastenecl by oie ton_.proof tested penne:rts to the 1og at the top
of 'dhe d.i'op. loger Booih vo-Luntered to be first d.own and oonpleied.
the 120 fi. de:cenu' withcut'incident. A brend nevr 1$tt silver rope
was used. as the se*fety rope" Roger's only requesi was for a f\rther
rope to secure the base of the -r.adc1er and" to belay uenbers dovn
the finai 15 ft.'of the cave.

John tsryant carried this rope ar',. d his camera gear ttown with
irim as he ri,escended. next. ite iied his ovn safety r6pe before
comnencjng and i'u 1ffas not?d by all- obscrvers that the knot was
c o:rre c t oefore he 1efi.

3'o11ovin6 thi-s, futarga::et Kaye, bob Russel], Jim Kerr, Ron
1,{e11or, John 1Uid"d.leton and trob Scheffer descend.ec[ without incident.

=
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At abdut 1.2 ,l0 J in [c'i:. J.,,-i. I..it- -ir,,rs th- Lot,t*L uf +.trc. r: q-ro-* - - -,o ..19y that J ottr. jj:r,reJ1t wss :re ady to aseend.. On reioeivingi:onfjnnation ilLat he was' secure on his safety rope the a6cent'.iarted"
Joh:l climbeci ll lwly a;.id evenly without any verbal connunlc-al,icn, Ar a heighi e st*ng"ted to te ibor:rt 5ott, ihere *is- asuaaen

,.r;B ol1 ihe safel-!y,.r-:ir:e. il'he ceIayer., who was braced, seeureiy forr.u.ih c:"1 encrE ency / e$i r.La.- s 1 the IQ ad to be l-esi thar lOOlbsADoui .oile sc:u;i Lt lii:e th.e .uricculis on "Ioha's bco.,;s hit thetr:cks beJ.ovr, 
_ 

J'Lr.s t befoi,e o i:::.t<:-ng- ifr" l-btto* he was Obser:7ed. byJia Ke-"r to bc pa::a1leI to i:rc gicruj,.
Eri-i: imr.edi ately skrol-.-ied- f or the pa1.i,y to retrrr:n to the baseo.l the lad.rle:: a...c to j.r:i'o::n hin of the- situatlon. Margaret fayJ- -

::epo:ri;e.l rive :rj.rr.iicr l::ter that he nia lroten-totil :-6i's, iraafa.-'rei'injrr:'ies,T,atj'jiii:o]}cis[.5but.breathingi
. lJrie lcf ( rhe.'"r:a.,re :.rlse:t-i al lr),,to seek assisteir..te; he r..an to
1r'.){,--; Br ol3' G c _al..ldrute . ts cr-:a -c.m:ir- -aeft- F.a+xxlags rt "i -drove totr- :.?nlegi; j e:irfuiuse ih. :,- cr.,l .i_o'. ha re i-_ lhone ecr.,,::e<rted-*go-he - ..-i.'l i,"r: tc tile :',.exj;: abou.-,r- J niles from the cave,

c 3l- i., ,'.l, :i t lj " 
t^ 5

;:il-;e i'. coc tcr
tc scrd Senlor
EC etl]-ing Cave
h e l-p f rcm thr-L s

an Cr to1cl of tl.te
s.nd- rr s i, re tche r
Cc:rstable Col,
Seareh and Res- .o.

source could

wes
de-

_ ei, abou'r 2 ctclock Roger 3octit anA Ron Me11or stated.! that
.i crr-r tsryant bad. diei." -i{is-,nea.r.t -hoa 

tHe" been storped. for aboUtr.) 'niilttes, Cespite 'i;.ht: :laut .t}.:it. srtlflciai- recuscitation *as, r ,; :pir1re.i ..e.;..(. cff c,.:J.3 :re.L,r to mass- Irge his heart.
- 
A; ai,out j crr.*rt,K, Sgr. T.,p-; SoEerbn snd Fenicr Constable-,1 l-leanson of Goui..bufl: fcli.ce r:::riveci in a rescue truck and. two

':,,j L j-ce off ic-^rs f::om l,ia:uian in a car. Menbers expres_eed dismayri:-!.i.:; no doc tcr had arr_ved. and ll'ere ,;ol_d ihet none of the fouf
$-. i J:" s, :'.n Gou.t.btr-::.. tre pr epared. tc enter 's cave. Recovery of
- c.u,'s D,-1d-] star,,ee imtredt.ite-r.y, .rl. stretcher v,'eslowered aad. af_'ier, J.ol:,,*: yfas.:,,ec1u-eo by orir membr.ls he was. d-aised. to 

- 
a,:r" surrace.:l-i-,ri,r"trsic;t of tnis operei;i,on r';as taken' oveI' by-CoI. Saoou"".,:,i1 anbuialce $.i:.-c vi alii::l8 tc take Uir.r ai-ray. l-"'

Af ter ;n'r r' . r- 6.1 q.rs J. LL.i, LC:;r. agal.n, {rnd- a1I of our memberswe le i'elaye;, lo i:l:r: sur..i'ar:e w-;- rj[ou L *icident, tl.is operatioo *u=ul,osely ccr,"i'u-r.:r,ase I b1 Jo.ast. lia: rr., seii- r:rc s*p"essed. conplete app_::o1a-l c! thc ne t1ic.1:,r :,;rc; gear-us;tl- noger Boo ih-*"" - ifr-"-i.s t men_uel to .l..eavp _r:nc1 b:rrc^,r.gh r* ."1p tire 1:r.dder -wlrh. hln.



ai 1 Ee,-.r. .it-.: .a^l'..^r4i €|':1L -,r,F rc tll.!-.i-,I .- .- f.':e --c-.!oF...-o-* _, +.o-ot _gotc1ock-thatnight.The?.oircetookstatementsfrouanunber.
our nembers. At about thls time Johats brother a:.rr arrived. fromsydney" e*nd was told of the tra€edy. TLe porice 

"*"iin""a "" "e-Erlnst -bra-re,11fug to Batemanr s Eay- to irform Jotrnis parenis- tira tnight because fo the state of shocl< cf tfre whole pd;t:---"
Tri rh Bill

c omfc rt i,. s

.after'_ a_ sl-eepless night thre Keye famiIl,,, togethe:r
P"vant-, ,qnd R.oqu3 Bc o th tiav e rle d- tb Batemuri. i s B[y t obest thelr cculd irr;rs and. 1\[r Brl ant.

suMlrARY oF rI{rQIi}[Ar'rJN "gp pgE0sJrrcN o] lirrNrsrEs e.r rNQuEdT,;,Np_Cffi-0TFES-F'T-lrTi^,q. j. _ o _q5
'iir ''* tn. tlirrsr .wit'noss., rrs-c,*"t"uf" -AIErii,Johri Eafleee:i,,fj*6h.-, .i., :,iGoiilburri, who sta'i;ed- that - at sometime after I iri.-ii ii:i-SShe went to the Dmu. cave at .B,rngcnia, saw a gri:u-p, ancl ascertained:that they were nenbers cf the nigriio"a Cavin[ GrLup, t";e"];;-iii;-'purposes of the expedirion cf by Jir Kerr. itret t[6 menbers listed,n"r deseended to the botton of the c:tve be rs/een 9.5O A.i,{. and72,JA F;irl;i, nith e descriFticn of the :icces to the cave. He wenton to d.escribe the j-4Of t 1e,dder.s cf r:,ire ,opu ,-iit - ofu*ioiu,ru.ngs spaced- at 12 inches, and tendered. one in evid-ence.

. .He them desc:ibed thc ledder anchorage to a rstout 1og[suitably placed, end rhc use of a lrope as I steady at the Eottoncf- the Iad-der;- tendered..rras a waist ioop with karlbiner-as usedt'or. resting, i,.]so 1He 1:f 
, silver rcf e uieC as a sefeiy-mpe,with,: statenent regarding the functio" iri r"i" tt"y" i"irriii.,! at thetop of the ladder.

Ilis statemeht ihe! continued" on to John Bryant wishing toascend, being accorapanied to the ladder by Jin ft""r *iro-i 
"r? 

iiratthe safe-ty -nope and karr-rbiner t"ii *"i" ii, pra"e; - 
trre--ioimenc enento.f t!.e_91i.mb, rhe tug t}:en sr"et"ess-lr tH"- 

"aieiy 
-r6pJ"#rr"o

about l0 feet from_t[e floor. -Tt;;;; *u"-rro.cry, but Erie kaye,s
?"++ :::_n"a,I*^by-Jim Kerr and nil-scnerrer, ,oL6 "i, ior,r, Br1ant
-L a,_Ln pits'u. ,rhey I,ound th:it he hed a broken right 1eg, itcialinjuri-es and ves breat|ing rrer,riiv. -' rrrst aid wis rendercd aadlric Taye calletl to obtait """i"i[""u. 

-ltooirr*to"iloiiil*i"u,.=-
cit::tio', r,,as administered, tt.-l"",iiiing becane i"rug"fii, .,*tifat about I P.M. his heart'.torn"a-tu*itog.
. .0n request for. aslistsnce Const. langley an{ 1ie11ss. procee_ded_ from Mairrlen, :na Fgi $;;";]*e -se 

nior Con. Ilannsen froraGoulburn yuith rescue gear. Arrangements were made for an anbu_lance,
0n arrival, the police fi.ere informed. of his rlcarh. ,Ihe boclywas' recovered by lifting it lashee-i;-* srretcher arrached Eo e,tcpe.

A thoroueh examinition of the equipnent used was med.e by Sen.con - H,annsen, -rormaliy ri- trr"-:.,lii"I'fi."".o" squad , who verifiedthat this eguipment vris in ""* "o"aitlon a-nd- of adequate strength.
3he next $itness was the $ecre bery of H.C.G., Erie Kaye, whootrtlineti the caving experience of-ifre-menters on the trip, withsome detair- of John rrvantii-Jxp""i"""" sinee becoming l fh,l
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nenber of H. C. G. in J rlnuary 1964, IIe then confir.naed. the procetlure
in the Drrrm Cave as reported by the first wltness, tlemonstrating
to the court the tying of a bowline with half hitch. The coroner
enquired. to gone depth regrirding the use of a sefety rope, ana
also confirmed. the distance faIl en by the amount of rope taken in.
Erie theh tletaileal howr without any verbal conrnrnieation, the
loarl on the rope tighteneC to an estlnated 1o01bs. r then slackeneal.

A pair of boots were submitted as evid.ence, which were'
necog:rised. as J ohri Brlantts. It was noted that the heel tricounis
extend.eal beyond. the leather heel piece. Eric tleseribetl- the nornal
l-aalder cllnblng ne thotl with'the rung in the instep, confirrnec!. by
pollshett narks in the boots, and" offexed. the opinJ.on that the
projection on the heel- precluiled. Jolm from 1ifting his feet. the
remaintler of Erlcrs testimony detailed his requests for. assistanoe.

Next on the sterd was a Gove rnment r,.led.ica1 0fficer,
Dr. B.W.Coonbes. IIe d.eserlbed" the injuries as both lower legs
broken, anal nunerous &brasions on the back of the scalB with an
unde.r1y ing fracture of the scalp. Some haemhorrhage had taken
place from th.1s wound. Pupil-s of bot11 eyes were wirlely clilated".
The opinlon was fornert that d"eath had taken place due to inter-
eranl'.a1 haenhorrhage foll-owing the frectured skuu.

Jirn Kerr confirped- the membership l_ist, the previously
d.eta11et[ progranme and procedure, to the time of the fa1]_.- He
then gave evid.ence of his exaBiaation,of the end" of the safetyrope, on which he noted'a thumb knot 5 or / inehes fron the eid,wlth no sign of a bfeak. He estiuated th,e fal1 as roughly 50feet fron the floor. After detailing ihe actions regaidlng
assistonce as previously reported., he d.eseribed how itre saFetyline was tiansferretl directly after Rob Schefferts deseent to-
Johrr Bryant for his ascent, confirmi.ng that everyone used the
s::me safety rope. He explained that instruction in knot tying
came fron the e1ub, and. that sone members und-ertake first aidlinstnrction; in the incid"ent in the Drum Cave he knew that
Boger Booth haci. this experience, and allowed Roger to take
ch.'.rge of first aid. assj-stance.

Rob Sehef f er was next on the s tand., ccnfi rmir,g f irstly thatthe same karabifrer and waist loop was used. l.y all member$, This
ensures that one person only is orl the lad-der at eny time. He'
d.escribed- how_ he pas:ed. the rraist belt and- safety rope to Johnr.
8.nd how J im Ke rr niad-e J ohn re-t ie hi s bcwl ine on the wais t 1o op,but d.i dn ? t d-e f lnit eIy check the saf ety rop e . Roger Boo th, who
had. been ou t of sight d.uring the f all , coifi ilr ed to the C6urthis first ai d. tralning, arld. d.escribed- the observed injurles asright leg broken, faeial injuries ancl cut cn the back of the
head-. J ohn I g -bre athing wes wevering. He reported. appLying
mouth to mouth rescusitation e&d. that Joh;. did. not regain con-siiousness. IIe stated that n::. lcl-leirc{ tha'r John d.1eE at about
,.00 B" lu. some time before rJ^r pciice -, bret:har was lowereA.

.{
t
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c 0 FoN ER 5_ SlA'rEyislT I
From the evid.enee before me I e,m'satisfied. that the

equiprnent avail-able and- in faet in use, by this party, wasquite adequate. The instruction given to the members of theparty I think might be regard.ed. as qulte satisfactory and. properin the eircumstar:.ces h*iving regard- to the experience of thav'arioits members.

For some reeson or other the d.eeeased. ir using this equip-
rnent d.idx I t use it effeetive ly, whe ther this wes due to a
mi-stake 1n tieing the knot , or whe th.er he had- in f ac t ti erl a knotin the approved'fashlon and. fc'r some reason whilst on the lad-d-er
untied. the knot, is not clear but from the thumb khot left onthe rope it would appear that the more probable explanarion is
that 'he mad-e a mi stake when tieing the kno t ln the safety rope
before he comlreneed- to aseend..

As to whether it vrould be prud-ent to have all knots ehecked.by another member of the party vrhen some members were present,
would. I think d"epend- upon the experience and, ablllty oi the
c avers : and. it d,oes not seem to be a natter about which any
reeommend.at ion should. be mad.e as to eaving generally r &s in the
nature of thlngs, both the skill and- ability of the peoBle en-
gaged in thi s type of thing , vii 11 sJwi, ys vary.

I am satisfied- that his w,,s iin unfortunate accident.
I extend my pe rsonirl sympathy to the relatives of the

d-eeeased".

I formally find. that on ZZnd },{ay, 1965, at Bi:ngonla in the
Goulburn Foliee di strict in N. S.Yii . , the d.ecease4 died" from theeffeets of inJuries received eceiCenta,lly frCIm fallins fmm a
lad.cer which he vras ascend-rng in a eave bt Bungonia.

nEpgB:r pu _i1. c . G 1 MElr,r][c_rryrp a0JE uALlqSS .'
Present at the meeting vrere all 26 members of H;C.G. 1 to-

geth,er with representatives from all Sydney Socleties, inciud.ingIan Yiood", Ben Nurse , John Stee Ie , IIonri/ Shlnnon. Chairman was
Evalt Crabb. A11 other buslne ss wais suspended. to permi t a fullinvestigation into John Bryant t s d.eath.

The lnves tigaticn was carri ed- out in chronological
sequer,ce r startinE wi th confirmation t]:at there were nc signs onthe morning of the inc i d-ent tnat J ohrr was no t in good. he a1th.Iiis gengrerl_Physical cond.ition vvesaccepted- due to his acceptancein the C.M.fi'. ; noi d"id he ind icate any reluc tanee to d-esc-end.the hazr+rd-ous eeve, ft n/as confirrned tltat the party eonsiste& of
n ine experieneed. members and. two relative ly ineiperienced..
Several members indi certeC that J ohn held p:ieviously d-one a com-perrable lad.der c1irob, and. l:ad qulte some experienne in absailing,

"'
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etc. The d-escent into i;hl calre w;ts
inc id_ent and_ there \rer,e no signs of
und-e rground_.

The C02 level- wa-q check-ed- ,,by mearls of an ord-inary cand.Ie,and it was 8enera1ly ergreed. that itr:.s i; certii"ry a safe in-dicatj-on" Deteffnined. so f"ar was tl-:c ftrct r,hat there ap,eee;red- tobe no physiological reilsorl fcr ihe frl1-l"
An atte$pt Yv as then ma,1e to d-eterrnine lfl:lr J oi:n f ell offthe lad'd'er. 1t was reported- that John cllmbed. at a reasonableBaee and vrithout pause ui.*rtll the fi:Il ; in fact there was nopause at all be tween t,he s te &dy cl irob up and. p re ssure appe aringon the saf ety iine ' His boots vi ere examined- at thi s' stage , *ai t was f ound- that hi s hee 1 tricouni s $/ere both 1oo se , and. over-

1*pping the- instep" Suggestions thrrt he tended. to position hisfeet from the front of ttre lad_de.r, or on the ba1l of the foot,were negated by the ;urrg impr€ss icns in ilre ins tep.
The Ciscussion in the meeting revolvei a.round the possi*biltly of J ohn cl inibing f avouringl [is hand.s d.ue to the pos s ibletrouble cilusgd by ttre c'verlappinE rreir tricounis, and the rapid.onset of fr:tisre und.er ti-ese bonnitions" 'Two nembers ,*po=t*Athat tl.,e lad-C er iung.s wei.e unusually 

"oIa, v;hich could resultin a eertain d-egree of nurnbness in thc h.r..lnd."

The next stage $ieis discussion ir.roundsefety rope knoi, v'hich reEurtei in e thumbthe rope.

.r'epcirteC" as being without
peturbation or illness

the failure of the
knot on the end of

The alternar j-ves presen ted were
( a ) the bcwline knot wl.s tied- in ine orrec tform; as there wasno d-ef ini te witness ing of t;he t3 rn_g of ilie saf ety rop*,John rs p:revious experience w{',,s pr"obed., and. it iffas ind.i eatedJ-'1 - ^- !trlat he liad- i;i i;he past ccnsisten'c1y corre ctly tied i now-line knot.
( u ) That tlr* saf e ty line wc.s unt i ed f or some reas on; &s the linewiis i;aken fron: the previcus climber, it could- n6t have pass-ed" i;hrough the Iad-der, nor was there any ci.elay in i;he, p...scent when a knot ccuic. have been u.n ui6a"( c ) That the knot *-as tled in correct form but loosely; thiswas i-i seussec as a d-istinc t poss ibili ty, I as experiment swi t'kr a ioose bcwl-ine rrith to-o- strort ta.ii, end. with teasionat a pairticular Fic ce had caused on rand-om occasions abreakd_own of th.e knot.
( a) That the bowline y'ias }n f ect correctly tied , but a bowlineis not .j- suitirbie knct fo:r tlu irp" o? rope used. Althoughdiscllssed at lengih, tkris loin L l6u1d not be d.etermined.,due to 1 ::ck of info fln,:"ti on on the rope , and ' r1i ff ering opin-lons -of th-cse present. r'rom this confus-ion r re presentativesof all societies cleter-rnined tc se*k more reliable d.ata on

c av ing i.ope s at an e arly d_a t e .,

Desplte t]:e distress ciiu-se(;'by the C.elay jn arrival ofrequested- assistenc€, it y'ras ligreed- that thi-- r,/os .i reesonabled-e1rly, COns{ {ef :-ng the d j -'r-rrvln*- {.rvOlver nd. the many lOealreSpOnSibilitieS O- n- i.,;., ;,rr.,{ C.t. ACc.l .-*- o.*
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This led" to discuss ion on the pros and. cons of removal
of injured. pe rsons f rom c.ives; the trend. being to f avour
le aving the injured. pe rs,on in a cave , and- bringing in med.ical
assj"stance. Hovrever, the effectiveness of this would depend. one"vailability of such med.leal assist&u.ce, a pfoblem to be sorted-
out by theCave Rescue 0rganisation. The on)-y other point d.is-
cu$sed. wil.s whether John I s helmet wFls retained by a chin strap
and- what effect this had- on his injuries horiever, there was
no d.efinite conelusion.

Ii-' g :.9' -!$rE-S.E}YS,
I!'elc ome new members

Al1en Moule.
Jan Gibson, Bob Smith, Dave A11en,

I{eekend. party 9th-l0th 0ctober 0cean Beach contaet
Grant f{arren. .

Photo competltlon closing Jlst 0etober, for eolour
slld.es up to 2n x 2", blarek and- v'rhite prints up to 9n x'5tt,
l,leck and. whlte prints up to 20tt x 1$tt, in two sections, ttiavesr,
and rf Caving Activitiestt, maximum 3 entries per class per
sectionr l/-. fee per entry.sre
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ItZJrd" 24th 0ctober Br:ngonia

Uth 14th Novernber Timor
4th 5th Deeember inlyanbene

Christmas To be dlscussed at
NEXT ISSUE

Trip Leader A. Rose?
Tri p Le ad-er E. Crabb ?

?rip Lead-er E. Povrell
ne xt roee t ing

A resume of H.c.G. activity in the Mud.gee d.istrict.

':::Ji':-
::."-,".'

t,,

*N0? 'r." ry 'L *lk o.L;ie i 1ra J ou"?:'


