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TJhoopee! Orr newsletter drought has broken at lasti

And the reason? The collapse of tbe Gril1e Cave at Bungpnia. Eaviag previous
e:rperS.ence of the avitlity rrith r,;hich our editorial is read, the editorial was
chosen a.s the ideal vehicle to broadcast our foars that there wiIl be a aajor
structufe] chanp arounrl the entrance of the Gril.le Cave before the end of 1967.

To ou: nany correspoudents, it is hoped that a following articLe wiI1, provide
all of tho necessarJr ihfo:mati.on for their partLcular i-nterests, and that they
izi11 forg:ive the use of a nbrrsletter rather than personal, cotregpondenee. '

l'Io those riot in direct contact, the situation can be siraply and cJ.earlg steted.
E.C.G. bas been obgerrring a.n accelerating collapsE of the enteance chamber of the
Gril.le Cave. TIe nov consirler that the rate has increased to a stage rlhe?e complete
collapse is i.ominent, that the collapse area is much rrider than first onvisagetl,
that a naJor hazard to ca.vers exists t& tho extent that a party entering the
cave could precipitate a conpletc coI1apse.

0bviously, Tre need a conpetont organisatioa to provide confirrnetLon or
other:rriso of our observ&tions, to provide rlaaring as vidlely as necessarXr throggb
cor.rect choice of nod,ia, aad acting in Euch a naaaer that thcre is no linitation
brought. dovn on us on our rights of access to any &res,.

Eorz about itr foltas? 
E. crabb.

.. the i0Liefden gearch & roscuo trL!, organised bJ 0.S.S. r got rmtler qsy oa the
Eomlrg of March 18. It was attended W nenbers of Dost societies, approxiaately
50 peolrie boing present, including, an A.B.C. filn, rmit.
. Surfaco comunication was oxcel.'1erirf,, although no prelimiraqy surface search of

c'ave entfancos vras earried outrl thdi valuo of this nanoeuvre is eo[ewhat doubtful.
tte search of cavos on Saturday, r.as extensive but fruitlessr Durj:rg.thls tioe

tt waf, atlsappointlng' to note .!he apparont lack of nedical supplioa. As f6" 8s'l
Ioow, E. C . G. had ths only corprehensive rneciicaL ldt. . .

Urc aCtuat resiue'startel gg"fy on Swrtlay nonrlng, &l.s ts lOtole tfe ...,.";;..'
value of, the vrhole weekead f,ol} apart. ." ; " ..

&e search was concentratsil onio the tsplow Cav€, as. i* hed beor etitt roA by a
lBdaterj ,,ttro other cavers snal rygetrf sponf nb:re tha.n 2 hours posrch{ng 6ltlo tr agga€w
rrh:ile tbo'ruain party .continue<I on lntb tho oaja naze sintoo.. After oor.pleting our
searcu of ttre pisilases ne cmade olrr wair back to thc surface' lic bad ao uofo *altreil
ths suface vihEn a iearche!.ceuo up to au:rounco tlhat the rniflsiag pergoos had boca
found aod thet one hail concusslool- tho othor a bmken 1eg. e I had been na<Ie

Medloal Sfftcer, I lmnediately deicemtled in coropaay ri"itih aro+;hor carrer.

[,7e wcre ttirected through the early pert of
itTraffic cop". IIe ctirected uq up a pasdage but
this was tho furthest he had been, It was here

the naze to a cayer acti"ng as a

after that he could not IreIP us as
that the conrnxiicatiOns set-up

col1apsed,, for ulth the tnJurod wero at f,e&st four 6ea1'chers 1I&o should have
sot u! ,art ors i; gr.fd; th6 other rescuora i.:r. lho other cavor anil tvsetrf vore forcea
to nalt i:r tbe tassace for nore than half a,n hour after EoarchlDg Eunqrous passa€gs.
Sftor finally riachiie tbe inJurodl the passsgs becano blocked nith rdcue personnel.



::,:i;'

rhe fiBst victin lcith concussion -rr1s taken out, so r took charge of the onerith- a brokeu leg, nhich r secured to his other r.eg iy nesus ;i #;g,ri." banalB€es.TIe- thcn startod to mo,ro hio out by meaxs of a hessian- stretcher. Serior.s aefays,erc-caueed. by uui'anted. pereonneL not vacatiag the cave m"" irr"y *rulsked to iloso. [he nost serious delay vas crcated at the-].adder iis"1i; ,-.i.tiJi-pi""o"r,"rcgain beiag the causc.

.. It 
"rlo l?=,1 I, I feeJ., that thc rcscue itself failcti. Iio stretcher .,zcs 

r:ro_d e anclit was. docidctl by najority to put a ropc around. his shout rlers, ;; ;;";" persormclsupported him as he was lifted out-. .&cy ]-iftedr- shoved, and pushed. irru.'1u* i, umanrer that no vicfi.m sufforing a brokei: i"e ";ira endure.
rn concr.usi"on it',vour-d. see, that altbough surface gormunication is nore or r.essperfectetl the enphasis in futuxe s. & tt. oiuruiior" shourd be on undergro*ridcoranruications ald undergrouarl traasport oi' 1o;urea pe"sons, 

"otf.cr ifrln on surfacef"ivoLitY' ' 
li. poulter

F00TEojr-I!.
fho EaJo" lesson that r leasned from this tri.p vras that Dy nedica"r kit in itspresent statc vas totally.,r: suitable for genele.r'cave rescuo, for the forlovr:ingreosons !- rhe tlesip of the kit is such $hat arthough it carries a 

-coriret 
eosiverango of, supplies, it is too buJ-lqy and hard tc ca'"n for e,.y great dis#ce fromthe car; .Ehe velght of the kit (ZOfls) d.raffs too ,ucn ennrgi, iut of *-personcarrnrinS'it and therefore in a genuiae rescue hc could place a rescue i,rit in

igopardy. fhe final re4son i$ thet due to its slze anrl frag .ity ia cousiructionlt is i:irpossibl'e to ta.r<e it into a cavc r*rere itu ,r"n is initielly neod.edo
i'rith the s,bove in rnjnd f therefore createil ,i:nothe:r mcdj.eal ];iteAid' i','ltich ciYl ;:nd has been succes;nffy irsed j:: c&ves. The deslgnbe descrj.becl. in a later eri-ition of Calcite. li. Foultcr

rujlcoi,lIA -rr!. iJ[--qrAL
Ior tho past 12 uonths, tbo activitios df H.c.G. have centrcd on BungonJ.a. friproportsr fie.r.al notes, ete, have merged i:rto a honogeneous g10b. I{ere, tLon, is aaaccount-of the activity. .an activity restricted by our rmiiereal use'of-ret cerl]anfsrwith no roasoneble eccess to a battery charger.
Iriuch of the tine has.boon.speut in adding dctail to the surfaco survcy startedby S.S.S. IIhore {ILopari.ttes in the.nunbering systeu have 

"};;;; Jlgirrut ,3,
sor{.ss urrubors have been usod; in the case Jf ne," discoveries, tniso hlvn ben

. irdieated rltb a 100 serieg nu,ber oa our naeter napruntil so.e eorelation isechicvod. 
-Durins this progrer,rne, ovor ,o nov locatrons ncro added,prorridts uo**eviclence f-or our I'ray outh theo:ry on the water drainage p"ti;*;';i-ine" urea. wonolz expect that if the efflux cliggers aro sirccessfuL, -thiy 

shouJ.d omerge at eitherthe trkog or Arab caves.

.-^T"-::llllgg of the Gril]6 c&ve entranco hes bcen kept under surveilLance, andtheso o bsorvatlons . arc detailed in anothcr e"rticle.

- . 
Pcrhaps the grcatost acLi,--vcnent iias becn the successful cxcave"tion of Bl 1.

-qpg,a1fv shomr on ?rl-ckott rs ulp as g ilccp ho1e, this .!,ms fiIIed by flr"-ilpi. orI'Jines because of its dangor to tourist.:. rn o"t. e e we broke throueil io a nore v.,trictrproveil to be & darggr to speJ.eos. apparently, in our excovatlon, tie drril;-p;;l;;
l-r-ad ghargett, 

. 
resutting in some loose censntaiion being vashed out. rnis resurtea uthe first !0t beconing an ertremely *nstable rock pi1J, uhLch vlLi ooiy u".onu sare&fter considerabre veatherlrg occurs, rn the .rzorst inciilent; t ;;";;;;" rrere dounabout 50tvhen aslab about 6 re,croes by 2r thick subsided, r,rith u corru*[uurt coLlapsiug.extending to necJ the surfaco. Efforts sre noir leing matle 

"to 
g.a.in aeceJs through ' -

the adjacent ttLottcrboxrr. ;

a !'ield First
and contents wiLl
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fn the Grillc Cave, it was ncticecl that due 'Lo the subsj.d.cncc n" larg'e,boulcler
at the entrancc was in en unstal:le position, and this vas "eesed." dorinl ftorr"ru=,
once .again eecess past this rocli ie becoming hazarcLous. It is pleasing tb note
that since H.C.G. remrived the ladd.er provid.ing s,ccess to the Crystei Pelace, the
deeoration ie regeneratingrnevr growth on scriie strews being up to i" long over a
period of about 4 ye ars. In Jrure 67 , tro ne-v riinor extensions rrere entered i one
at a reletively l:igh Level, the other rvelI belov the normal gassy leveIe Sone
exc'avation at the botton of the nud.dy slope has effectcd a nruch nore rapi,l
dreining o f this area, rritli consequent d-rying out.

Qpite a fe-,r caves outside the reselrre have beeh visited., but the only reel
effort has gone into the Dinasaur Carre, ',;rhere l'[orra 

'Poulter is currently doing
e dig through the gravel- ancl siLt f],oorn

A visit to 874 rovealed that a uajor colJ.apse had oecured at the entranco,
. vhich is non JeaLousJ.y geurded by spiders, centipedes, and loeches. As far as

ve are concerned, they found tire nerl edtrance first, so they ire rrclcore to it.
(rr+ ls on the prograroue for the ncxt !rip. Ecl.)
tr\rtr::e _'p1aas? We rd rather not sey. I

. -O-ttrel-PlqccsT"cditionally, Easter r.;as g?ent at Coolena:r Plain. An enoxnous d.oLine vas
ievestigeted, end "q.ccess r/as gained into about 50 I of rnrd pessagrl . Al,though this
svrovrod good potentieL,ve rere not yet vre$ arrd dirty enough to push on. Due to
thc drought condition, ee vore able to oxtend Ner Yeo,r cav4 by a coupJ.e of
hundred feet. lrn inpression gained y,ras that the dor,,nstreem section 

"er: 
ba,c]'.

along the ridge, under tho upsirean passage, ie. anay frorn tbe river. A survey
would be desirabl,ein this are3.- A Little tiae vas spent in surface erplorotion higb above the l{ain & i}iSht
Coolener caves; 5 caves rrere entei'ed, a fourth fouad but not onteved as the
undergro'rrth-clearing fire filLed the entrcrce area lr:ith smoko.

.r\s usual, we extended [ai-n Cooleman by 10r, met friends from I.S.S.,U.N.S.T/,S.S.
U.S.S.; ve"o disgusted by gibberologXr, otc. , by a party froa ?.?.?.?.1 and suffereQ
the inevit.ible vehicle danage.

W
C.S.S. have sent inforrlation about e nejor

Cavers planning to visit this ere a are lirarnecl

GRIi,Ltr] CAUfi COI,LIPSU

To briefly sunnerise the observations i in nid 1965 it vas noticet[ that thc
position of certain roiks imroediatel, lxiside the ontrance appeared to be sliglrtly'
cbengBd r. so these trere kept under obsenration for a fev oubsequent trips.
It becane apparont that a sLiight cha:rge vas occuri.ng; so sone fited points vere
estabLished for d.inensional checks. lieasurenents betveen fl,oor and roof in thc
ontrance cha,nbcr rrere taken'id.th a steel tqpe, the roost noticable difference
being a closure of 1" in opprox. 6 rreel<s. ihis vas considered too inaccurate g
mothorl, part5.cuIar1y when coupled to such fand.olc obscnrations as "fhete rs sonrc
cracks ir tho surfece .above the cha.rnbcr. "

Accor&i-ng!.y, a stecl rod vas cementod betreen the floor and roofl aad 1t vas
Latended to cut tho mid&e out of the ro<1, using thc gap neasu-rement as a baso
dimension. [?ro rod .l.ras left tmcut vhen it lras realisecl how ptonc such an object
eoul"d be to vandelisn. this steel :,odlira.s iastalLed jr October 1965. 3y January
1967r tbero.$as a {,, bow in the rod"

At the. saee tirae, several sketches rcre nad.e , lhotogrophs takenr al:d sone
f,Loor clearirrg done, at the floor leveL belorr thc seconal 3.adder,i..e.t diroctly
bolo,n thc ontrsnco.

:

collapse in Dip :Cave at Y{ee ' Ja,sper*
to seelr futher informqtioa'

I



At the end. of L{ay 1967, there u.as a bor::
dispJ.acenent lgtween top and bptton of I '!;enlarged. consid.er.rbly, and nev,.Iy sha.tteredthis ho1e.

of 5tt in the steel rod, T?:i.th a vertical
an adjacent hole inthe floor had.
rock for,rd. on the floor d.irectly belori

]further obse:rrationsI'urrner o bseryations Trere nad.e rluqing the long weekencl in flnfg fi67 t orner aperiod. of two1reeks the bovr in the rod hnd inar.nn.^.r a*,1 u-- --^-^r-. r r., "*rti"il'oi*Jiul"*uot6c! hA6^it%^,i -J-'7 11 .!,- rrHmi#:-*: 3:ll:' :"::::-r :! rt-fii;li;d"ffi ;ft fiffi "il ti:';ffiffi:check, In other ryord.s, a
-r$9r1_! of -..alij.rl turo wee

_ Other poLnts wero;l'r:t y1 holes appeering jt@-;i;;.ii, 
onn.,ii+*^iTi:!+;;;'; fififfi:"itri,l"ii-i"'ii!"",lH"Trlff d:TT:,tffi i*:#":l*yard.s north of:li;:*f1ll,i.:d "?y ::":i! rra"iuri"e-,i-tr,- =""r.itJ"ii"I*i"s h{"ffi"1"XI"*il-

;ilHffi:,,::Ylr^-,"1: :::-"1u:^: i:l:I- t$1*""9 ;'";"*hTil;-;:'fl. T; il:Tn:;""l;three hourE *here had been a detecta,e but .,-f"fi;fi;i;;;;i}i*"J JiLH"tr :il&Iefltr
rhe coaclusions that have boen teached aftor observations aade on a?prox. 15trips aro: (r ) nuat e defi?ite cuange is-occr";s:-(;j't"i"in"-ii"# li *r"entraneo chanber is looscning, rrith-sone """t i.ri""e ;"-;-i"*; iilJi, "*," ur".I'nvolved being about eo r arriut"r. ri j-n .i-tl"1oof -of the ourru i* 

"u*rag, o. .::b€coEirg lnvdlved iJ}, this c611apse" (+) m"i in" total depth fuvolvod in thischpnge is about T0r. i.e-r. :it tu-"oi io"Jisoa io justi the floor of the entranc€. -,7(5). r?om the rapidittrr #itL which tire cnanges-arJ occurring, that it uourd be reasronable to assune tho roa:imtrn effect to o"i"r,nrinrr, auout-6 ,o"in". "-*"
E. Crabb

f-"
-.

SrlCTIolI ACR0SS LTvTIIASEE ?0 GRIttE CAlru,t0CKrtiG
$ection c.R"G. 'Gr.2, related to Gr.5 plan hcld

- i Scale 1 rt=20 t (approx. )Posi&e obsenrations nade at these points "*

SOUfii.
by H.C.Gi

E.C. ;fi-lel
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