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Group Publi cati-qns

This issue is the first CAICITE to be pxoduced. unaler the
new concept. lYe now have a separa"le news letler to be issuecl ona two-ponthly_ basis to keep members inforaed. of planned. actirities
and other topical matter:s" CAI,CIIE vriI1 now be issued orrce ortwice a year (d.epending cn "rhe availability of material_ aad the
enerry of the ed.itor) and will contain combrehelslve trip reports,reports of other actlvitles and articles, Etc of nore laitinginterest to members.

The success of tlr.e new CAICITE depend.s, as before, on yOU _
the members of I{cG, so prease submit reports or arr acthritles andif you d.ream up or cone across articlesr- jokes, cartoons, etc ofcaving interest send. them to the ed.itor's6 tfrat they can'be con_sidered. for inclusion in your magazlne.

Group Cooperation

Sone exciting d.evelopments have now taken place in the
qphere of cooperation wlth olher ei ri-bs and groups.- Ihese are thefo::mation of the centr* Regionai counclr of spiteological societ:_es
and our alfll"iation with the $ydney 1eaehers Co[ege daving C1ub.Soth moves- have_great potentiai foi us and caving In NSII ii generai.
However, these aievelopments ear.ry sorre heary resflonsibiu-ties forus - the members of HCG. Becau-ce of the c16ser cooperation withother clubs involved and becar:se we w.il1 be requuirei to set the
stand.arcl for the young nembeis, cf the STCCC it -he 

eoroes noreimportant than elrer that cur s ia:rda.rd of organization, safetyu
conCust ar:.d support for actri.vi" iies *hould be of the hiehestposs:ble level so that HCG caJr najntajn (or regain) itJ place inthe caving worlcl"

( w. Patri ek)
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3ITS AlrU_,gLEgES

After extractlng a Scout fron the guano slide above X5.ngs Cross
at Colong - he had foolishJ-y gone dotn wlthout a rope or ladd.er
and got hlmsel-f stuck - the group sha11 adopt the notto. EELP
EDUCATE SCOUTS.

*****{+

Classic questlon asked while campetl at the base of the Grantt Arch
at Colong by a bush walker: rrExcuse me, nate. Shere are the
Colong Caves?rl

****t(.,c

Overheard. halfway up Carbide Spur oa return fron Colong.
&rhausted caver to friend. trThe first thlng I a,m going to d.o vihen
I get back to the car is riB off the iSAYS COI.,OSGi stickertr.

**lt**l+

Cave Rescue at Bungonla. the Group perfomeal a caYe rescue
during a vlsit to Sungorrla ia Mareh. fhe vlctin who had
stumbled lnto a hole in the viclnity of 312 was extrieated. by
means of a shovel, Balr of leather g1ove6 ancl a plastic bucket.
"A,ft er a short rest at our ca,mp he strolled off nonchala"ntly into
the bush. The uictln? -- a spiny a.nteater.

*ra*.t(lfl(

Doing it hartt. Due to the relaxing nat-ure of the Banclerers I

Caviig Group activities at Syad.uk on a/g .Ian ?0 the party was
obliged. to take.: a trday off from their holicLay. They spent lt
e11lxbing Mt Eccl-es.

*.r(Jr*t(l(

Strange Creatures &xcourxtered in Colong Cave.
fn Simdat '19 Apr ?0 two strange creatures were seen 1n Coloag
Cave in Lonpany of a group of-cavers(?)" Lortg fuzzy black halr,
floral shirts, je&ns, no shoes, no ligbts, sex - possibly nale
aad fenale. trfiay we be spared. fron sueh encounters in future.

Itl+L**r+

no ihe nembers of this club, the general neetlng takes place on
the last Sunday of every raonth at 121 Eoxton ?ark BeI. Lrlverpool,
and connences arounal 7.30 p.n. llhe Sresld.ent, Secretary,
Tre&surer, llbraria:r, and a conmittee menb er are gettlng sick anal
tired of looking at each other, neeting after meeting. go
howzabout letting us see YOUR face onee in a rrhl1e" Wer re
starting to forget what our menbers look like,

*****lt
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.r/ 1j^r,r. S,

r
rrDonf t worry about the bats, Brian, they o:r1y grow as btg asyour thwrbtt.

Fcr the comf ort of $peIeo I s? ? whc wish to take their armclialrs
9n trips wlth them, two member$ of this cl-uh are tcying with the
i d.ea of construeting a chairli-ft from Batsh Camp to- the main
Arch at Colong wl th four whe el eC drlve d.e ck chalrs to the
entrances of both lannigans ancl Onsiow Caves " Sorry chaps, hi.Ltyoutll have to walk from ther"e cn i n*

Arry Donations? ???

+(- i* fk 'f ")f +('

Frarrk Crome ls now based in Mareeba catehing pigeons for CSIRO"
He has already vi stt ed. the Royal Arch Cave at"- Cfiil1agoe and"reports that touri st l,9*peetions are carrted" out by issuing each.
member with a carbide lar.np" Wot n,o,;e1o'u.rer.{. lights? irTe-lonk
f orward to reports of further e avlng acrlv"r tf,es fiom Frank,

I

*(.t(*.tk*4t,
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A Question of Sa$ety?

qI{AKq BIIS, . . tr'Apf AqD $AtIACyl

How many people in Australj.a Intow the correct proeeed.ure
for the treatment of the most feared. of all lnjuries --SN.A,KEBIfEr even. though the likelyhood. of such aJr injury, urith eaution,
1s remote.

Although the death rate ln Australla ls extremely low,
about four per year, there are conflicting id.eas and netl,ods asto the proper treatment of a snaJre bite,

[he old.est and. best known method. 1s the tou:rriouet.
vazov cuts, permanganate of potash ( Oondy t s Crystals) . - this is
also a dangerous operation so let t s analize lts d.lsad.vantages.

ftre llournj- que!

What d.oes a tor.l-rm.iAlet consist of? In an emergeney ltwill be a lult-rope-piece of materlal or even strlng U[t witfi.
most tourniquets_, !h* r cure j-s worse than the bite t . , how maJry
p-eople realise that the belt or strlng they are usin! to cut ifre
blrood. supply to the bltten area is also eutting lnto-the mu$eleof the upper limb i.n such a way as to cause seiiolls and permanent
$a,mage. In ap emergeney a pieee of string is all you Bay have -but, w}y shor.ild. an erlergency occur at all? Why not earry aconstrictive band.age lv:tth you when walking in snake lnfebtea
areas? A eonstrietive band.age small and inexpensive to brry,after all , a eyele inner tube rfrtII sufflee. The approxinate
d.imensions of a constri ctive band.ege is 3n x 1 5tt af tHougn when
purchased. it comes ln a 10ft ro11. fhe method. of appli eatlsn ls
!Sa! as ygu wlap it around. the upper limb you pull it tighter and.tighter, the broad. surfaee of the band.age bpreaAing the 6rea of
contact thus pre\rem.ting in jury to the mus eIe.

Cut tine the Iflound.

fhis is the main area of eoneern. Ifq)r eut and. suek?
Y$hy run the risk of poisonlng yourself? Why Lisk eutting into a
muscle CIr artery and. give the poisCIn greater aceess to the blood.
stream? Apply press'ure to the area yes ts but dontt eut the area,
yout re trying to save someone not d.isflgure them.

C ond.y I s Crys t al s

fhe usefulness of th:Ls erystal ts ind.istinct r afrd there*fore eannot be d.ea1t vv:tth in d.epth exeept that its value 1s
consid.ered. next t o nil and. so ls not reeommend.ed f or use.

Duration of Constrictlon

fhis is where most controversy reigns. Most authorities
say' that after a perio0 of 15-ZO minutes have elapsed the
eonstrictlon sholild. be eased. for a few second.s a^nd then re-appIled.
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for & further 20 minuue peri-od and the prcce*dure:repeated" e'very
2C mtnu,tes thereafter" Nothing cou1d" be fr"rrther from the truth,

the pro ee ed.ure l-i- st ed" ah ove i s f or haemorrhage where there
ls actual Loss of blood" f rom the danrage* areao We are d,ealin6
wlth snake b j-t e where we are try:-ng to prevent the escape of the
potson to the rest, of the beC.y and the lier-yor.l$ system" fhe
$roper duratr-on of constrl ct.:-bn i- s '1-& h,e u-,r:s p rle more m"o l ess 

"rela:ce&, then re*appiied" fer a furth,er 'i* hours wl:en the process
is repeated..

eorreet [reatment of $nake Bite

1 o Untll a constriet jlve bandag,* ls appl,i ed, cut lhe b1cof,
supply t o the af f e e t ed" &re& ty appJ-ying Cire et pr:essure by way af
the approprj-at e pressu"re point 

"

Co Remove clothing f rom ef f e ct ed. i lmb s o that it will not
red.uce the ef f e ert cf the
appll ed d.1re etly t c the
constri ctive bandage.

esnstrieti-"./e bandage whlqh must be
skln cf the LTPIER llmh, Apply the

3" Sash or wipe the sk.ln clear of ve,nom sp}ashes.

+ , Immobllize the llmh , plae e the pat i ent at rest and. maintain
body heat and. try a::"d. *alm tlre patient as exe.rclse and anxiety wil}
lncrease the e-i-relllatory rate and. hasterl,$ absorption of venom into
the bcdy, complete stoppage ls judged by *blf terat:ion of the pulse
below the bandage,

q T#') o r r- breathlng j- s f al,}lng appiy artt f :1 e lal- reepiratlon"
6 " Remove pati ent to nearest poin.t of mefli. cal ai d." Pri-or
notifleatlon has ad.f,ed ad.vantage in tl.rat el} l.recessary arrarlgemente
eatt be mad.e befe re the arri-va} of the pfi.t:en't,, thus greatly
lnereasl-ng ht s chanees of survtal,

V . fhe ]Imb may swel-], turn red., blue or p&]e ln co]ol:"ro

B " The ban'lage ro]&gg be rel eased after 1* hours and re*app1i ed
sligLrtly a-bove the orl-g:-nal poslti-en.

9 . f,Centtfy the snake f or eorre ct am"ti-*ve]:"ene" If it cannot
be ld"entifted. take 1t wlth ilou,B preferably d"ead"

10. fhe b est t]:-lng t]rough i s rlon 0 t get bi-t t en in the fi.rst
plaee,

R ef e.y"e ne e s

(N. Pou].t er)

1 966
'xg69
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S{ani*atr of the St " -Io"h:n ,Ambul".anf;e Assc c.i eti cn,
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trXTRACT T'ROM AJVIERICAI{ IISA]VIE NEW$II

Ever S"j-ve A"ny fhought to Those Parts of the $tate [hat Dontt
Immediately il{eet the Eye? Heref s a Irook at the e .. c r .

gAlEs 0"r ?pNNs.{IrvNqra

by George 3. Jacks on

fiaites were maJtt s first natural home and. he has been
fascl,naterl ancl awed. hy them ever since* ?rehistorlc peoples used.
tl:.em as hcmes , hurial plaees and. f or rellgious r1t es. $ometlmes
they palnt ed. and" carveC re cord.s of their activiti es on the walls 

"

f odays &$ every tourlst knows, mi-llions of rrisitors go
throi;gh" the cornmereial caves whi ch are found throughout the
cor.urtry " At l-ast cerent there were 1 1 commereial caves ln
3er:nsyive.*rla" fhese are easy*to*walk through, well*lighted. show-
plaees of the natu.ral, tind"ergror:nd." fhe non"eommercj-a1 rrlfirildti
*&.'vss , 'the u::rexplorerl CInes of whi ch there are more than 500 in
}*nnmylveinia &re those that arouse the greatest lnterest in the
spar"t ira'ri'cr ar,rd. the speleologist, fhese naturaf Iy alr*eond.ltloned.
and. Hi.# st*ricus par"'ts of the metherworld off er challenges unequaled"
in th.e cuter vrsr1"d. of sunshine" fhere may be places where no man
has ever trcd, tI"ny f o:ms of anlmal li-f e, or beautiful- arrd. lovely
si. glrt e al-I sparkllng a.:nd gl eaning like j ewels in the explsrers t

Ilghtn" I t is 8;1 impresslve sport and. alx intrlguing scientiflc
p";rs u.: '; .

$peieol ogy' (from the Greek word. spelaion; cave, and.
.Lcigasl s'u,;d.r.) is a new scierrce in America. Spelunklng (from the
I,at-r-n speli.t1l{}as cave) is a word. used. to describe spor{ cavlng
&s d.i.f f erentlrat ed. from the more s cientlfic aspect s of und.erground.
ectivity, Many speieolcsists, howe\rer, have become spelunkers or
*fi,1,;"#"rs {*s they prflfer to be eal}ed., and. some sport cavers have
be come speleolc$lsts because of their curlosity about the foru-
at ion e f ,*er'r* $ and. thelr cont ent s .

Mcst cf Pennsylvarria,es caves were created. as a resrrlt of
the soirrtion of und.erground" limestone and" marble " flhes e relatively
soluble roeks e.re f ound throughout the stat e. With a f ew
elte eptions o&ve$ have d.eveloped. along joints 1n the ro cks. $ome
a,re nfunpi-e in pattern a^nd consist of only a single tr.rnnel" 0thers
e,re IBCIre ccmpl ex, wi'bh mam.y" int erconneeting ehar:n"e1s and. several
levelm" lassageways vary in slze from over 100 feet hlgh to
tt srawlwaysit only & few inches in height. Most are reasonably
Irorrronta] but some have d.eep p:.ts. 31I1s of silt washed in from
the out side and heaps of f allen ro ck here and. there d.ot the flo ors
of most.

Almost all authcrities agree that the actual fo:matlon of
c&ves is a result of a solutional process which dissolve0 and.
srcd.ed. eway the limestone, but beyond. th:Ls point there is sorne
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oi"fference CIf erpS.nlon" [h.e v&ri-ous ceve]rn devel-opment theorles
a,re int ereptln4i but it 1s "b eyeno, the s .:ope of thi s artl cle t o gs
fr.rrther lnto them.

Slg&ps,! ;,!es *e{ -$-ts&pg.ql!ee

After their fomatj-on scme ?aires m,rs d.eecrated" inrith love1y
sparklfng stalaetites (hangj-r.g fr:cm the repf,) and eqr.ral].y
speetacular_ staJ-agm:te$ (r.ls3.ng Jlrcni "the fi-co*). Fd::urecl over 1ong
spans of t1*? by siowl.y f,rtpping a1.e ir"am carbsnat e-lad"en virateru
these dep-osi.tm may have & e e;J,or rense framr p,,Jre rululte through e}l"
shadem of brcvrna, red" and. hlaeke even" pa,le gr:eeir and.'blue" $$ms
have weird. shepem anf, mey r,:esembl-e object l.n the ou.ter worid" No
two ars altke. All &re ench.anti.m.go

fhe temperature of momt .o&,ves i"s usi;,a}};r the,$&rne
average anni*a1 Ine&JL t emperatr*re of 1;he sll.T,rotrJidJ ng fr,reao
Sepnsylva.:ria e aves e theref ore have ali &verese t emperature
54* Fo

as the

of
v

\#

fhe eave iife of the state Is varied but there are no
eyeless flsh or hlimd. erayflsh sueh &s &.]:e f orrnd" 1n eave$ of the
Ml dwest and $outh" fhf m a s "b,e eales e the last gJ-ae:i.a} p erJ- od
c ee-'''rrred. toc re eently t c pemni-t the evtllu.t-ion elf eny eyeless e&ve
spe eles, "4"11 }i-f e formls that may .h.are exim'bed" "l-rt eav'eb bef ore
the giaelers eallie wetrs destroyed by the :-mmexrme i. e e sheets and.
their frigld waterso

Snakes ne\rer ent e r the f,as"k frone of ceves e although thef
ars CIe e asionelly f oun* aro,;-nd ent r&rloeffi e espe etally d.uri,n[ the
hct sulnmer months w}:e:: they seek th,e eoe,i a$.r i-sswlng from th.e
eal.e, fhey have sometimes been seen:in steep plts opentng to
the srtrfae e s having f ai-Ien :r1 anrl be en uu:abl- e t cr crawl baik out *

Serhaps tlre 'Liest knoursr denix,q.Tl of the states caves is
the bat , one o f the most mal-l gn ed r:r***rl:res of a1.1 t lme, Bat s
are nelther b1ind" nur d.o tlrey '-:rar,r)- ttbr;sqsu sr get .j-nte CIne 

g s
hair. Iespi t e ail the cld. f ai::/ tal es; ayid. r'wrCIrs , t oda.y we
know that bat s are e,xtrerceiy hetrpfui tr mariJcind., that *hey &re
mgmmals,. not bi"y:d.s, krave teeth,, f,a:3 a::{ glve hirth "hq li.rring
yc-;Jlg a;:d tlrf,rse l;henn en m;il,k" Hgj; on,ly ar* th,ey crie cf th.e
worl.d's o.rder mammals, br"it the;r also s.tre pro'bab.ly the most
numerous animal i-n the lJntiefr $i;a"bes, 'Ihe1.r sona,r*l-i-ke eeho*
locatlon abill tles enable them tc navi.gate in tetal d"ar}xress wlthgreat ease 

"

0ave Dwel1ers

Eieven sp*eiem of ba,tm hs,'ve bcen f,au-n.d, in Sennmylva:rta,
{oxrnal}y, bats c}e ep 1n e & ,nres cluring the clay and fly ou,t at duskfor thelr evem.ing fcedtng. Tire srs.ormlc'u,s quantities" of ,insects
they . CIo]rsune makes therr & 'va}'ilab} e mn.e.ma^ll-, Scrm,e speei-es hiberna* e *hanglng head d.ornnrurarss p s,l} t}.r-e e ei3,:"re,gs and" vrrel-} s of o&xres d"url.ng

l'
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the wj.nter. large groups often resemble a blg fr:.ruy brown blanket
fastened" to the roof. tlTintering bat colonies sholrld. not be
dlstrubed. If arouse0, bats f1y aror.md. uslng up the energy and
fat they have st ored" and. are unabl e to live out the rest of the
winter" No eatrer should. errer hamr cave bats. they are not
darrgerous t o mano In re eent years & f ew bat s carrying the rabi es
virus have been d.eteeted, but almost any rvarm-b1ood.ed. animal can
also cerry and transmit the d.lseaseo Slnee the norual- Pennsylvania
c&,ve bet , cannot bit e through the skin of one t s finger it i s
unlikely that they can transmit the virus by bit e, or even by
fouling the air, for the statets eave bat population ls extremely
small as eompared", f or example, with the huge bat eaves of the
Southwest, where the ncrmal bat population exeeed.s mi-lli.oxrsr
H,twever, commoll" sense d"letates that it is wise to avoid. nand.Ilng
any \i\rild anlmal r e$pec5-al1.y om.e that appea,rs sick or acts
errati eally "

[wo other ]en":.,sy]va.r-ra ,3ave d.we]]ers commonly seen by
cever$ are the ca,v'e rat, Neotoma maglster, and. the ca\tre crj-cket,
Hadenoecl;.s subterraneus. Neotoma is the sarne creature that is
f amed" i.n the West as the rrpeek ratrr o Not to be confused. with the
di sea$e*.*.arryi-ng Ncrway or household. rat, Neotoma is a c1ean,
native rod.ent and., like its western cousinn colle cts shiny or
hrlghtl v colored ob jects aJrd. hld.es them awey" It has great
c;;rlon;-';y end. shows 

-Ilttle f ear of hr,m'anso 
- 0nce coumon in the

easternme si ,$$cticn of the state, it is still f or.rnd. in caye$ of
the *en,tral an.d. western portionso

Two Sen.era of cave cri cket s , Ceuthcphilus and. Had.eno e cus e

&rB f au-:rd. in 3e:rnsylvanla caves. $hey are quit e gracefrrl and. are
usually *ongregat ed. on walls and cellings , but may be for.rnd. in
junt about &ny open area of the eave. Unllke its surface relative,
the c&ve erj-sket d.oes not chirp.

I t might he mentloned. here that a.mat eur colle eting of any
f c:roi of *s,ve lif e ls d,iscouraged by all experi enced. speleologists.
None are harmful t o man" I f no good. blologl cal u$e can be mad.e
of specimens, they shorfld be left strlctly alone " fhe same
thoughtlems vand.alism that ruined. many caves has also caused some
spe ciert of r"md-ergroi,md llf e to b eeome extinct.

Expiering caves is an exclting, interestlng sport and a
healtlrful or:"e, Cavlng attraets peopl-e of all ages and.'both sexeso
fhere is nc pelien ln calres and. the air of most is refreslr-ing and.
p"ure, It is nct necessary to be a mor.intain climber or even a very
ruggeCu individual ts explore eaves. Hcwever, like any other out-
cf-Cco::s acttvity, some k-nn,n*how of v,rh"rrt may be e"Llcourrtered., and.
some prar;ti ce is recluired. to prevent accj.dents cr urnecessary
anxl olts mornent s . Anyone going fu1t o a wil 1 ea\re shor.il d. f oll ow
the fc,llornring commonsense ground nrl,es;

Never go into a cave alone. Three to seven persons make
an" ld"eal groupe and. at least one member shou-ld. be familiar with
goo d. eavin"g praeti ces r
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AJ-ways e a,mJr th,ree lnd"epond"e,ni source$ ,;f )-ight " fhese
should. be the maim. llght $olarere p.Lum tli/o extra sous:ees.
Hxperlene ed eavers trse *:erb'i.ue CIr eleetri,e nli-nerl s lamps, wtth
spare parts, and carly flaehlights (wi'bh sps,re bulbs 

"il6 batt erj es )and eandles and matehes l-rL & wa.t;e,r:proof pabkage on" Iong c&"ve trlps"
fuiong experi-eneef, e avl.ng grcups h.arel hat s &re ma:r"d.atory"

Nert beeause one i s I1.kely to be hi b r,v:-th falling rocks s hut thby
d"o prevent m.any bixips a:rd b::ul ses crl oR,e 0 s head,

Never u.se a rCIpe or wCIoden Larlf,er found" ln & oa\re* rlomatter how safe it looles"

Always e s,rry a. plastf, e-_bag c or scmmthlng slmi1ar, t o take
ou.t spent earb:-d.e and" t:rash" Never leave any waste 1n a o€Ive

Never smoke, wrf,te er {larve tnitiaLs er natnes arrywhereln a eeveo

T aboo

Sreaki-ng stone forraaticns is ntr:- ctly te.hoo o besid.esthere are stat, e and fede:al ( er* gc\rerrlment I and) f alrr* aga:in.st
d.efaelng- a eav€ " l:iteral=I-y dqzeti-s c,f er&\r"es in iiennsytvtnta havebeen sG badiy va1dalL?pd. by tneu.ght1e,s,3 eja.vers that i.trey *** n,o\ryeompletely d.evoic of the:r fem.er beara,ty, Do not e11ep. iouch
d.eii cate or sma1l fo:matlons" 

, eaves ffiay be .in hard. stone, hutthey ?re extremeJ-y {raglIe , and. on e mom bn-b t s care} es $1"1ess may re*
move forever somethlng thet it t ock ns,ture , lit erally m1llionsof yea,rs to form" .Tt ls &. c;a,lrer0s repen.$tbtflty to p,reserve the
cave h.e expS ores 

"

Alwaym obtaln perm.5- ssj-rom" of the land.orryrrer'before
enterln,g a cs,veo

Iesplt e Inan.y st_ories J*ou may have h.eard, r:eadr eff seen
93 fY_l -y91; ar* not i-l}ce1y to reeliy SCIti l-os't f,n a eave. Forgetthe old .i-rlea of e ar,rying str:-ng t o pay out hehtnd yolt &s y(ru gsalong" Yotrl eolti-d nct earry en,eugh" for even & srnali ea11ee If*tl:.e
passage*wa,Jr,$ seem e onfuslng, take eleng paper arrows r or slipmof paper with painte* a.rrows o]1 thera, an* piaee them so they
always polnt t owar:d.s tlre entratrle e o Hr:ld" them d"cwn nrith r,o ek* 

"3e s'ure to pl ck th.em up otr returm. tr'lpn Never mark d.ire ctions
or1 the wall s .

Horl zontal

Most e,&\res in Semnsyl-vani.a a-re herizontal , hut there are
sCIme wtth $*up- plts anf, hol-bs. Yerrtcal eavJ-ng ;;q-rrir:es
eonsiderable skf.il ? rln.d sheuJ-d" on-Ly be attempt6d by those with
exper:lene e as:.d" traf,nfng :-n" "uhts t eeil:s:1 q.ule" Sata1 s&ve aceld.entsthe worl-d over ]rave almost all- been ea,":.sed. by faiitng, usu.allyby i-nexperj- ene ed" cli.mbe.?"s or by :'rnp.r:cper: us*" cf eq,-rtfrment,

I
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Verti cal eave equipment may consi st of eabl e ladd.ers , b inch or
'l/16 lnch nylon or goldlin-e rope and the hard.ware necessary for
it s use. Rope Iad.d.ers and sisal or polyethyl ene ropes are not
re commend.ed.

In th:[s artlcle lt is not possible to go into d.etails of
vertical cavingr so if you are nst fa"miliar with hasic mountain
elimblng skills 0o not attenrpt any eave climbs. fhe importanee
of these safeguard.s eannot be overstressed".

.Llmost all organized carring j-n th-is country is done by
members of the National SpeleologicaI Society2 & non-prefit
orgarrl zalion cCImposed. of seientists and. laymen interested. equally
in the stud.y, cols.servation and. exploration of caveso the sooiety
has ehapters throughout the United. Stat es, several ln Sennsylvarrla.
I t s memb ers , eoII e ctl vely n lcrow more ahout ea,ve s and. eaving than
eny other group. If you are interested. in knowing more about the
organl zatj-on and ea,ve$ of the United. $tat es, write to the
National Speleological Society, 2318 N" Xer:raore Street, Arlington,
Yao 22201.

**t*{+te{*+$+c

EXIRACI FROM CAl{BffiRA TIMES 2 Jul 7O

Cluq in lqges " Ad.elaid e, $fednesd.ay, A wor]d. authority on f ossils,
ffird., Curator-of vertebrae paleontology at iile
Anerican Museum of Natural History, New Yord, said. tod.ay aneient
animal- b one depo sit s f ound ln a cyae at Naraco crt e , near the
Ylctoriarr bord er, were among the rlchest in the world., and might
gi-ve some answer to the puzzl.e of why so many forms of large
animal Ii f e b e carae ext i-n et .

)F )+ .)( 
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SHARE} TRAN$}ORT CAVING TRT}$

As ei\ elidane e at ceving eeti'vi ti es f re quent)-y invoive s
sharing car$ and" invariably m,eans d.r:tvi.ng ca,rs a.cro $$ country and.
along tracks f or rr,rhi ch titey ai:* n,ot d"es;gned., the Commi-tte e has
d.rarrm up a guirS.e f cr drl.vex:s anc pesflen"ger$ a$ f oll ows ;

&o To k,e transBorl;ed. l.Tr" anr;th*.r :nember$ s ear is a
pr:.viiege rr,rlri-ch sncr;irl n,et b* a'CIuserJ." T'he pas$enger
shoul- d. r

3e pwrctual at al"I times,
Avotd. aettcn wirieh e&Tl 1n fl.ny way da"inage the
vehiele or inecn*trenlenee clher pas$engers"
Rememb er t,ha.t the es{,.fl,er I s capt aj-n and. hl s
lnstruetiens must b,e o"beyeul,

Ohe erfully pa"f h: s share of the tra,velling
expenses.

b. Guld.e for ewners ln eal cuiat:ng expenses l

Cars "und"er X 5OO r;a $2 " 0C p er "1 00 mile s.
0ars o\rer 1 5e,0 e ,c S 3 . O0 p er 10CI mil es 

"

(totat eost to be Civided. evenly between all occripants
of the ea,r lnelud.ing ownerld"river) 

"

d'r \
hL ,

\-&M'

I

-adr"{{*g tv

i
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TRI} REPORIS

flhe Oloup has been \rery active over the period Jap-Jun 7Aas the f ollowing report of actl viti es T'rt1l showo As well as thenomal Group -tTipq several private lrips were eamied. out by
members and. friend.s as the opportr.rnity arose. fhe activltlbs
coYer a large portion of south eastern Australia and. four
s eparat e stat es $sI[, vl e, sA and" Queensland,

$outh Coast of N$\J[

the tJip to the licuth Coast was a small one. Y[as holiday-lng in the Kiama area wlth the express purpose of investlgatfuA
? reported sea ca,ve in the Seruingonq area.- In the coropany wit[Joh:: $l:.eriff a long time loca1 friend. we set out to lnvbstigate.After r,valking aro'und. th* rocks for about I of a mile from \

Seffii{lg-ong the sea, f eYe yr&s 1o cat ed." f he strueture of ttre cave
}F - a elyke cutti.ng through tiie strata. The cave extend.s approx.200 ft i::te the mcr.u:talnside" Srcm floor to eeiling ls *i,i,"o*."'10 ft. About half the floor length ls mud rariging fn Aeptfr from
6rt to 2 ft and" i:ecause of a roctcpile at the enirafrce trapping
mn;isture the mrad is in a hlghJy llquid. state. At the f;i*en[ oftire *fr.v"e th*re are & f ew Ij-mest one f onnatlons but it was hard.Iywortit the effart of struggli"ng through the mud.

An*'ther s ea ca\re ls rep ort ed. t o be in the are& and
as c*rd.irig t o I o cal- }egen.C r s mueh longer and. more profus ely
d.e e cra"h erl hut was not 1o cat ed."

fhe eave for:rnation rias steirted. d.r.rrlng volcanie times.
Wlren ttr* mlIt en ma.glna" forces its way upward.s through a verti calcracir in the earths t . erust , lt f o:rrrs a wed.ge cut tlng through the
"r,o*k sirata" IIIhen lt has coo1 ed., tire surror,rnd.lng r5cks welr
r,ii"ls.)r", "i;h*: i'*'Tj mey stand up as a natural wall, rrlnning for maJry
y*,::,"1"* eY*n. mil es, often in a nearly straight line. Sdmetlmes
hQuiever., the . 

C;rk e r* ck weathers a$iay f ast er than the surround.ing
r* sk. IvL *hl s way the d.yke appears as & d"i t ch or if it t s in a*l iff fa*e , it f orms a ca\re,

(N. Poult er)

Eur:.gc_nj.q.;_ .

Eqe-p.eJ]L. Bess Patrick, Noel_pgl11ck, 
. 
Roy Grinham, Brias Satrick,

Karen Satrlck and. Bill Satrick.

'Ihe trip was organized by the llb,nd.erers to fil1 ln thespare tiure oYer the Christmas brealc and" to attempt (again) tocomplete the traverse from 85-84.

fihe af t ernoon of 26 ]e c was spent in setting up ol,trnormal rough camp ( wtri cfr lnclud"ed Ro! u s caravan) i" the HfiG
camp slte. Early on $aturd.ay morning NoeI , Roy, 3rla3 a3d. Billset out for B5 determined. to make it -th:is time"' Our efforts
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were at L,ast re,nard.ed aJld we ftnally emerged from B4 a,bcut 2# hours
lat er, No great d.iffl c,;"lty was erl*ount er:ed. although j-n olle place
ln the high lerrel, pa,$sa$es cf B5 we hed" tc do a Ij-ttle d.igging to
ease Rcy tlrrou.gh" Scme good. photos were taken of the highiightm
of the traverse,

0n gettj-ng baek tc cemp we fcuno. that we had" been joined
b,y f or"lr memb ers of the UQS$ Ali sta:: ancl JuJ-l e liYat t , Dave Gl1li sCIn
and Bob Gowet:. they were spendlng the.i,r Chrl,stmas hreak ln a mii:i.*
moke vj-siting cavlng areas in NSW a"nd, were anxioi"rs to have & Ss at
some of the d"eeper holes at Bwrgonia" As they had rro ladd.ers and.
had. fcund" that their d"ireetiolls scncer"ning lscati on of *&v*es were
j-nad"eo,taat e they request ed" our a$st s te,.r:"(r* o

We were cver joye,* to mee su*kr enthusl astl c and" capabl"e
yoitng peopi e and. oa $aturd.ay af t er a" clemsnst r:ati- on with some
pruss:-king eiamps by Alistar lltett we set, out to rig the pit ch in
822. Our g:-test s s &ccompani"ed. 'by Noe.I tlren rnad.e the d"es cent and.
explcred. the lower pas$aSes.

0n Sund.ay mornlng as our Si.rests were sti}} keen to gc *eep
so a jolnt dese ent of the Drum was ea.rried" out, Exploratlon of
the lower passages was rest,.r:..sted beeause cf th,e d"es:.re not to
d.i str:rb the fost s "

Af t er ecmpl et j-on of or;r e avin"g th.e UQSS party ac eompani ed"
Ils to Canberua r,vhere we all enjoyed. eL slif,e show and mueh dls*
cusslsn on eav:-rlg ln Australia, E'ngl?nf, and ltrlalem (Aftstar and
JUJ-ie were newly aruive& from the iIK).

0n Mond"a,y the UQ$$ party C"eparted. fe,r l[ee Jasper armed.
with ca\re plans a::d" d.lrect'ionsn Tl::fcrtunately fainily, et n,
eommltments prevent ed. us accoulpa:r"ylng them,

thls eham.ee meetins prcved" ter ba nost enjoyable and"
beneficial, We al.l -became friend"s instantl-y because of our
cornmon interests and. a valua-h1e lnril( has been formed." Any member
vlsltlng Queensl,arrd sheuLd eontaet A'Ii.sts,r Wat t at 44 l\flcCaul- St " ,,

IARINGA, Qlf,, 4006.

(R" Sr:nham)
*S e* #' .fr' *i "fr. .*' +*'

fhe Effiurx?
uo 

o o a o o o a o o o 6 o o a o o o o o o a o o o o o c o o q o :
,nhere Alph, the sacred. r.i ire.r ra{L
fhror.4h caverlis me&sitrelems to rnaJa
Dovm. to a sunl-es,$ s-*fi.ot!

C cI erl dgef{Kuh1ai- Khantt
)e ,ft" #' .x" k .*. f;- ,x
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Qo]-on& Cff_e$ 3s4r9!4 {e&__1 e?0 "

Havlng arranged this trip for about 3 nonths, the group set
off to Colong wlth a total of 2 uembers. As neither of us had.
transport, we were chau.ffeured to 3atsh Camp. One hour and forty
ninutes later, l,re arrive d. at the caves. the follorring d.ay, after
Joluing fcrres with another group, the Ons1ow Cave was entered.
t al<ing 100ft of rope and 45ft of ladder, we headed for the guano
s1lde above Kings Cross. Upon entering the chanber, we were net by
slx senior scouts yrho asked us if we cou1d. get one of thelr party
up from the ho't tom of the sIlde. (Ue naA jr.rnped ln w:ithout a tadder
or saf ety 1 j ne ) " The laclder was then used to get h:in out , ancl j-t
was for;nd that i;he s1lde finishes in rrirtually nothing. the party
then proceeded. to the ferraces and about arr hour was spent 1n the
rockfall not far away.

During the eveni.ng, another trip was ta.ken into trar:nJ- gans
Cave and al-l snal1 holes were explored.. In attempt was made to
see where the ?a1mer St extension went to, but sprial3-lng up
about 35ft and. craw]--{ ng d.ov,n on ones stomaeh for roug}rt1Jr 40ft, it
became too ilght to go any further. So the teturn Joumey was made
by lyi-ng do"rn a.nd reversing f e et first uphi1l.

0n the Sunday, the flve of us went past ll,oof t s Caverat ancl
found ournel-ves crawling in the creek belorn searching for a
reported cavern l-arger than Woofrs, but thls search was in vain.
lite all emerged fr:om th"e creek blue and shiverlng.

3y tuesd.ay e al1 of the groups exceptlng our own had
returned hone, so i;- ! was tine to search for new openlngs on the
surface. Searehes were eami ecl out aJ-ong lann:j.gan I s and Cave
creeks, o'''i er th.e tcp of the arch, and over the area of the Red
Cave (wherever that 1s)" In al-L, twel.re ho-l es were found, but all
wi11 need" digging"

thursday eane, a,nd it was noticed. that food and battery
supplies were going. 0hen a miracle happened.. Two fellows
wandered into our earnp arountl 7.30 p.u. to have a quick look at
the caves, so after taking them into Kings Cross and the Temaces,
we asketl then i-f we could get a lift back to Satsh Canp in their
rover. $hey d.i. d. better than that, we got a rltle back to Wood.ford.,
and af'ber a phone ca11, our taxi was on itts way to take us home.

fh"e gfeat advent,r].re w&s o'yef e r. a o.. o e. o o 6

(K" otlver)

d
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CaBe$cirank (Vlc) e Jan?0"
tu lEl-ry

}f,e_s_epl,. Noel ?atrick and" tr'rank Crome.

This are&. was vlslt ed. as a curtain raj-ser to our ma jor
exped"ltion" Aft er clinrbing arousld. the eIlf f s , Angel Cave rrrinflnally loeated. at seal-eve1 a,t t,he base of €r. limestone cuterop.the cave termi-nat es ln a chamb *r: abc,u.t 90ft longe 30ft wid.e anO
?0ft hlgh" wlth some d.ecorati on" A smali *olony of bats (possibly
b gtt Tlng ) was not ed." - .A-lthough the sea ent ered the cave lt irigh
tld.e the ca\re appeared. to be a:rcrmal freshwater caver

(Noel- Patrick)
gEIS_trHgffi.

Sxpedltroa_to Use.tesriJigHffi,_e*g_-1,h9_g$_S sArce" 5*JAlc&*3.9; ---*_-
Pre s ent 

"
Frank crome , NoeJ- Pat -r:i ck. }::ian }at ri ck a;:d. Bili
Pat rl ek 

"

After some weeks of n3-ann-.1ng snd. research the expeclition
a_etually got und.ervray a\ abour ni.d.-day o.n f uesd"ay, 6 Jan- ?O r,v5en
the party met up :.n ihe Eureka St c clrad.e Pa.rk at baf f arat,
Caring eommenced. al-most l-mrn.ediat ely as we moved. d.ire ct t o ihe
Sklpton lava Caves on the sarue day" fhe pelrty travel-led in rsrs
Qars e comp Vratively 1ight, ?ltirough all our caving gear lar1r)"er",m ,ropes, lights, et c was earr;i,ed." 0vera11 the tx.ip w&s a grea,*
success and. ln most case,$ aet:-vities went as plan,ned." The r:*u'i;e
taken arld. areas vi,si1;ed. are shcvrn cn the att;aChed map., The v,rhcle
exped.ition gave further proef of the r:eed. for research, advanc*plar:nlng and" personal contaets in. the area$ vislt ed" Qur best
cont act was trtred Aslin r,vhe inre uie 1, , wS th h:i s wi f e Jane t u in bire
CEGSA Research, Centre in"the Naracco::'te Ca,rres re,$erveo Fred. is &
d.edi eated. young man. rrylto Tyas spenf,ing hi.s arrnuai hclidays sii'tir:.g
bones (on behatf of the $outtr- A,rst tlia.n Museum) out o]: t]:.e sxiltfloor of a small- cave vr&rich haC been expos.*d" in a quamy close to
Naraesorte", }red. prorred tc he a. mine of "lnformatlon on ea,ving
matt ers in South East ern S " A. a::.d. amanged. for us tc iri si"b &,.

numb er of caves ln the Naracocrt e a,reao l1le spent $ome time
assist:ng in the sifti"ng of the s1,1"r frcm the cave and foun.& j-r
most interestlng a}-though ncthing spectacr.t-lar, wa$ rerreal ed" u,,hj.}e
we were there"

The exped.i.*:-on carne to ffi end. at Horsham at about 3 p o rrin
oI3. Thursday 'i5 Jan when the party spiit up Frank and Noel 1o
Melbourne and 8111 a":n.d Brian tc Canbct:ra"

letetfls of the are&s and eave,$ rri.srr*ri are given helcw.

"fhisC&veis}c*a.te,lonth,*iowers}cpeselj]Mt Y,fid"clerfn, vrr]ri ch 1s an extlnct vc1 cfi.no, The en.trance to t"]a*
cave is sltuated. ln a d"eline*,I1ke *e-pr*ss:1"cn ad"jacent to the
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shearerst guart ers of the ttMt tilfid.d.erinrr statlon, the cave
consists of two large d.ome*shaped. chambers knonrn as the main
Chamber and the 3al1rcom" [he3r are qu:ite large the Ba]Iroom is
about 200ft long by 40ft wid.e. fhe floors are qulte level, nainly
mud. exeept where it is covered. by rock fa1ls. Afr extension of the
main cha;nber l-ead.s ts a small lake whlch i-n the llght of our lamps
appeared qi"elte b1ue" A w:lndmili on the hill above, puxilps water
d.i.rectly frsm thts Lake" the water supply is permanent,although
Mrs Notmanu "bhe w*fe of the o$mer of the statlon told. us that in
the reeent drought the leve1 had beeome very }ow. Mrs Notmanr &s
wel} a,s giring us peruission to visit the cave, laoned. us a plan
mad.e some years earller by the VCES. fhe sket ch below i s based. o]:.
that plan.

azf

, 
//Debresslan\r

fl *rtted wil-k \
il

\

low vege{6tiom

B"ll
N\oin
Chqr"r f,er

Sk i pftn Lqvq Cavg-

Rcck{a tl

Lqke

As all- our prerioits experience had. been ffrtth llmestone
cayes we vyetre impressed. by the porous nature of the volcanlc roek,
the lack of de e ora,tlon and the w&y the light from our flash
equipment seemed to be absorbed by the wa1ls of the eave. Three
hours werff spent j"n exploration and. photographye

Mt-_H_qei]-to& Ira,vA 0avg_s_. I[e visitef, th:Ls area on 7 Jan ?0 after
ffi[ngpffiffiHffi.*Hnadireet1cn.s--fromtheoTVnerofthep"operty.
There are three caves ln all € Mt Hamilton Cave, Sausage Cave and.
Ins e ct Cave . Unf ortunat ely vue we re no t aware o f the pre s ence of
the Insect Cave at that tlme although rrrhere we parked. our ears
was right alongslde the entranee. fhe caves are loeated. on the
lower slopes of Mt Hamllton whlch is a lava cone w:ith a most
i-mpressi.'ve erm,t er, the Mt Harsj-lton Cave j-s a compllcated fiatze-like
system whieh eontains over 3r000ft of passages much of whieh

.J

*eef

Lou possa ge-

I
t

\\*'l

0frlooffi
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invclves erawl-irrg, the lower sectj-cn of ihe cave contains #, small
pool of r,vater which rrutr,en vye sa',tr j-'u ccntained. more mud" than w&teru
fhe Sausage Cave is abcu.t 25eft long and" eon$lsts of a nr,mber of
fairly large char*bers linked by short con"strj" ct ed. passages llke &,

st::lng of sau"sage,$ o the se caves conta,i.n. a nr"lmb er cf f eatures such
&$ c }ava f,or.mtains , iava stai,a.e tit es , e-J-ay nalin , cupolas and. lava
hlist ers whi ch are pe euliar t o lava ca\res ar:cl wlri ch we were to
f lnd" 1n vari-ol.r"s f om:s in cther lava ca.ves " f he f oll-owfng sket cir* s
r,vhlch are k,ased on a plan pubiished. in itHei:icti-tetr of Jul 1963
glve some j-d.ea of the layout cf these cav€s o

\3

f4 f Harn t I lfrn La ra Ca ne
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![qqgJ<, fhe Byad.ift Cave area is
ia.va. flow larow::. )-ocally a$ .tf f ,he
the "vl}}age of Syao.uk nor:-tir ( see
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We arrived i4 the area about nldday on I Ja:r 70 witb the
t emperature above 90'. As is usual j-n this part of Ylctoria there
were :ro trees to provide sheite: or shade for our camp whieh we
finally set up at the ed.ge of the lava flow near a scraggly wattle
tree. Sortunately, a.ithough falr1y exposed the area was weJ-l
dralned as we had to weather a vioLent electrlcal sto:m that night.
This eerta'i.nly coufirned the val-ue of using a fli with our tents.
0n the afternoon of I Jan and the foilow:Lng nornlng we worked up
and down trthe Stonesrr entering most of the eaves listed in the
Speleo Haad.book. [h.e caves generally have a large tu:rnel-Iike
cioss section and ln marry cases are cormected by 3-ava ca,nals.
They carr ?r+: enteredr in nost cases by cliubing domn over rock
fa1is. Althorrgh we used a l-acld.er in one or two places. Ihe gotng
hoth on the srl.rface ancl in the eaves is most difficult because of
the profusicn of loose roeks. By the time we left the area we
were a1-l ye:r.y wear.yo the area is mcst interesting from a geologtcal
as well a;: a cav:lng po-l-nt of v1ew antl ls well worth visitlng.
Mt Xccles.. []re next pcrt of cal.l was the Mt Eccles Natlonal Park
ffiIffTE-sitrrated ebole 5*-miles west of Macarthur (about half way
between Hamllion e-r:.d Sort Sairy). Pemission to camp has to be
obtainefl from the 3ar"k Ra.ngor b":t tl::L s is no problem and there is
no eharge " [he Ranger also issues a brochure gi ring the ]rlstory
layaut a:id points of interest ln the park. The plan below is
base,i. on this brochure:
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ti.re c)*rltre pie*e c,f the pa,rk j-s l.ake $urprise whlch ls a
mo#* impr*f;i*:.i,rd'* i,:ra.ter }ake ahor;t 800 yds lon,g r 200 yds wid.e w:tth
the surf*.ec abo,;t 15Sf t bel.CIw the firater rim. fhere are two
fairly srfieil -Laora ca=.i"es j-n the are& [rxrnel Cave and. Gothie
e al'e rnrhl ,::tyvre exs,min*{ enf, phCIt cgraphed. f he main f eature in
the l\rI* ffi;*.iem &J:rl& fram our pof.nt CIf 'riew liuas ttfhe $hafttt a
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verti cal vent in a
involve cl a verti cal
sl cplng lava f or €).

4,\; o

$maIl eCIlre to
1a,d d.e r pi t ch

further 30 to

t,he s euth cf lake Surpri s e " Thi s
of ?Oft with a d"e s cent o \rer
40f"t; ( see f,lagram) *
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In all lye spent a t of aI of 48 hours at Mt Eccl es
resting, cavingr climbing the mountain ( fAff t ) anA examinlns the
various geological featuffes.

Mt Gambier" the next area we visited was Mt Gambi.er where w*
TTEffi*fr}f trr+ed" to flnd. caves wh,j.ch were marked. on our mapso
The ea\res were there all- rtght exaetly as i"ndi cat ed. hut e}l
were f uJ.l of, wat er, Af t er vi ewing many ef tkre se wat erfille d
senks and. elimbtng Mt $ehay:k an extancf; volc&no wjth a Large,
deep erater south of Mt 0ambier we ealled. cn cne of the contacts
we had be en 91, ven, Unf ortr.inat e1y thi. s yoitng marr 0 s lnt ere st was
eave divl,ng and. the onty caves he knew of were the waterfilled.
sinks we iraO al-ready dbtted " Howe\rere aft er a fruitless visit
to the Glenelg River area CIn the S. Alvictcria;r, Bord er we returned-
t o Mt Gam'bi er and" mam,aged. t o 1,. o cat e the tr. j-'re 0crners Cave whi chn
wj-th the cflrnors permi-ssionr sre entered. et about 5 porrlo orl M*nd*13'
n 2 Jan, fhe entrarrce to thts e ave l,s loea'ted" in a doline beside
wlr-i ch e e :,myer* ltas he en eonstmrot ed" the f a:sner u.s es tk:"e cave
as a d.r:mF for all the refu.se and" mu,ck from th.e yard.. &:try ls
eff eeted. by climbing d.ornnr over car bod.tes, farm lmplement s ,
fencing wire and. ccw manure" Sven 1n, a large internal chamber
wlth no obvlous e onne ctlon to the cut st de worl-d a great pile of
slmilar rutrbish was encoulltered" The car/e is very extensive wit.l:
passages at varlolf,s levels l caC"lng in pJ..aees tc exposure$ of th,*
water tabl.e" $ome interestlng d"eposl ts Bf fla}ry caleite o:rsr
f lne sand" wero s e eno The ea,ve I "s int erestlng and" has great
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Botential - it is said. to have over 4 miles of peesag-e - but we
iound that after three hours the deslre for a ghower beea.ne over-
whelming and at I p.m. we energetl anil headeil for the nearest
caoping-park. '?fe have never before seen a cave so po11uted.

Naraeoorte, 0n the following day after a frultless visit to
ffiTffi66ffi ln an effort to uislt the trake Cave we head'ed for
Naracoorte wher* we were fortrurate enough to neet I'red Aelin and
his wife Janei J.n the cnGSA Research centre at the Naracoorte cavee
Reserve. Und.er 3red.s directions and' gui d.ed. by 3i11 Ganbl e - a
young caver f r,:n Naracoorte we explored the following caves on
Ii[ednsd.ay Ja"n ?O.

3ox Cave. Siiuated several miles outside the Caves Reserve. This
L s-ffiffinf ti cient eave with some extenslve passages a4d- cbamb ers.
The d.ecJration. although not extensive.is impressive with straws up
to fiye and eli feet long, as well as-large helictj-tes. In all we
spent six hours ln this cave and enjoyed it imnensely.

Blackb errv Cave. Thls is a snall cave in the Reserve with about
6mm of-p'a#;€e in all with some good decoration. We were qulte
lnterested tn dhe large aleposits of 1ub1lnlt e on the wa1ls and
roof of the fraYe ln soroe places. Our other actlvities 1n the area
inclucied severaJ- hours assisting tr'red and Ja:re t with their bone
dis. wat r.rh:lils the bats leave the 3ai; Cave at dusk and a guidett
to[i (afuer [ours) of ihe Blg Cave - complete wlth guide arrcl
colo"dxed It ghte.

tlte finally left Naracoorte at ab out 12.30 on Thuroday Ja.n -
our *avlng trip was over'

!e&-e*-q*rre

!.IS.qS*!.: $oel Patrick, tr'rank Crome, Jeff Ma11ey (Cuest)

th.e ],ab ertouehe Cave 1s situated about 50 m1lee east of
Melbourne. It is a most unueual cave, un1lke anything we have
encountered before. fhe syster is formed ln a plIe of large Srqn+le
boulders. No llmestone is-present. An active strea.B has waeheal the
eoil from arou:ed. the bouldeis i eavlng Fassages 1n between. the
party penetrated. aBproximat e1y 500 ft along the nain strea'n
irass-agL but dld nol- reach the end. Progress in the cav-e -ls maale
in th6 interstices in the conglomeration of rou::ded' boulderE re-
sulting in a large chcice of potentlal passa,€es. Previoue
attempf,s by parties to nark routes through the eave- have -resu].ted'in a i ewil-<1er:-ng arr4y of arrows being painted on the rocks.

An lnteresti-ng feature of the eave was the lumtnoue frrngus
found growing in the iemaants of soll- between boulders. It glowetl
with a gbostly greenY blue 11ght.
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UIAE JASPER Australia Day weekend. Jan 1979. 23*24-25*26 Jan 70"

Att enclance 8 Visitors 2

As this trip fe1I on the eve of the AStr' conference in
Melbourne, a few of our nembers were unabl e to attend, so con-
sequently, onJ-y three fron Sydney were able to attend, the rest of
the merob ers were from the Calberra d.lrrisi-on. (0nce again these
people outnumberecl the Syd"neyites, ancl it is starting to beeome a
regular habit). By 11.30 all but two of the party had arived at
the camping area below Punchbowl HiI1 a"rrd pltched canp. llhe next
noralng, the group movecl slow1y t hrough the thousande ???? of other
caropsites on the way to the Japrs Ho1e. After three of the party
had gone down to have a look and ascended with a litt1e diffl culty
it was d.ecided. to go back to camp for a bite to eat before going
into Pwrchbowl.

l[ith all menbers finally present, we clescentted. into the
Prmchbowl with the int ent j-on of looking for holes whicb hrmtlr ects of
other speleos have overlookect. ndiee Grotto, Jinoys llo1e, Muclcrack
and the Lauadry Cbut e were a^nong the areas closely looked. at.
Needless to sayl we joined those hurd.redls cvho have triecl before us.

0n the Sund.ay, the party was split lnto two groups a":rd we
headeti for the nlp Cave. tflhile four nembers went into series 'l

and. 2, the rest of us went down the 55r piteh into No { series.
{lhile the group in 1 ancl 2 dug for bones, the others explored
around 5r 5 extn and 31 3 extn, then retusred to the top just in
time to meet the others energing from the Rubbioh lip.

The ]ast dqy was spent in the Sigr.ature Cave, once agaia
collectlng bones, ar:d it was noticed that the air was very misty.
0n arri val at the surface 1t was clecicied. to prrlI up eanp as cloud
was begining to gather once again and fearing alother stonm like the
one on the previous rriglrt, we headed. for hone.

The trip was to be Noel ?atrickrs last for some tine as
h.e was due to report for National Service on 27 Jwr 7O. Sest of
luck, No e1.

K" 011yer

{^
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TRI} RI]}OI?T

iry.YANBfi}d3 7*B Feb 70,

Keith Oliver, Bill Patrick,Fresetlt,

Thls tri,o !ya$ the first of rnhat i,s hcpeci to be many
combined trips uiith other cl'ubs" fire"brip was led" by Ken Keck
of IvISS and wls attend.ed by I,ISS(f), I{BSf;(:), }ICG(2) airO, CEGSA( 1}.
f he aim of the trip was to study the origin of the air cr-iment s
whl ch are so evld ent at the l(eyhol e 

"

The cave was ent erecl at 9 a" m" &nd. aft er spend.ing sCIme
time in th.e f ront ( *x tourl st ) s eetions of the cave the fiarty
braved. the wat er cravrl and pres s ed" olr. to the f ar end. of Cae: sar i *
Ha}l taking air ctlment measurements on the way" fhe remi.:J-tm *.f
these studres will be publislted Later by i!1$$-

After a fru-Ltless attempt to loeate the entrance to tke
Gi.in Barrel the party left the cave at 7 pornc * eoldp rtret ana
hrrngry to be greeted. by oyercast skies a"nd steady rair:* Th.is
caus ed. a f airly smart get away on the part of some memb ers n

Congratulations must gc tc Ken Keek for hi.s orgarrization
and. leadership of this trlp"

K" 011ver

BUNG0FIA 21*22 tr'eb 70

Sresent o Ev Crabb and fam5-ly, Keith 011ver, Ken Keck, Noru
PouJ.t er, f ony Hel-e , BilI Satrl clc, Roy Gri,nharn, Be*e
Patrick, Brlan Patrick, )ave Eldridge, Ifayne EvaRm r
PauJ. Connally, CoI Frost and. Iaurie $torey"

After settlng up camp on Sriday night a small party
ccmmenced. operations by investigating 845 whlch 1s adjacent to
our camp" f his showed that access was possi.ble behi,nd. a ro ck at
tire bottom of the shaft.

$aturd.ay morning was spent on a su,rvey of the limest*ne
exposures su.rround.ing B 5+ and in further attempts to gain entry
by d.igging at the hottom of }45" fhi"s \ryas stopped. by $ooe min*r
collapse of ro ek which rend.ered. entranee extremely harard"ou.su

In thre me'antime two of our younger members itTayne Crabh
and. Brlan Patrick commeneed d.igging in a silted. up hole near trre
base of the del-j"ne" fhis dlg looked" and. ssund"ed. so promising
that the whole group perservered, wlth it for the remainder of the
weekend, reaching a d"epth of about 12 ft. With the i:"ole sti}l
looklng and soi,rrd.ing promlslngo

/

]



Otl:er a*tivltl ee
upper i ovei. pesseses srrd.
and. somffi 3*.*fler pract: ce
f ol-l-owed. hy a. de s cem,t of
training #xer,*iseo

! !"1
L" -,'u

r}"'uririg the weekend. ineluded a trip to the
tll* C.ry,etal. Palaee i",n the 01111 Cave,
flrl:r* a tree* fr:r $u.r prCIsp*ctive memb ers
tkr* f ;rs t, i add"er pl t ch ;in 81 5 as &

CCI0lgr,I.A"l( ru,AI}($-".* (Sas te:r 1970) : (pn"-:c lvrar ?CI)

ss*x-'tr*:. 
ffili'fr ;.fili;,l ;, 

uii-g#.$3,J{t}ry {ffi}:{i' *tfii:t-?HJ;'fr*, *,
ii.il.:. }at:r:i.r:k, Ncel. Iat:r:,t:k., F::ank Crome.

3rm.r:.i:'r*t: l,i_i.* A t;6;i-l l":*"1 its'r yc to trclemaJ:. wi-tlt Ke:-th 0Iiirer getting
TJf\E#;ffi*-et Ivi,i:;ii.:*ltg* | a *-i"versj.,:n tn $ee the Head Ranger at Yagby,
t"kr,*,n slr::.'.i'i,,i:t."i- at th.r: il.l.t-t"*l tUa,tex'hcie to find" nearl.y fi, d.ouen parties
{i*iltij,r,{i :,;}.,,,r 11'!o }t.r.:i {ti..*"v' Ii\Iris ,spet,,s in #stting there gettling in a
q,'uri t.iir -t i.,,:li t i:^r'u;;gl:. H.i"slit and IVIe.in t*o}eruan and. generally poklng
areii;*:itJ- r.)'r.,*,]1.r.i,,1v ';1:.**ts "[w'{r {i}&lj-*hir C*ntact wets nnad.e wlt-tr Prof" J"N"
Jennl"ni4r'i J-ij,ft0.i"r.r6! ti-. d"*t.r* r;ti,*si"orr o& pc,fis"ihl.e futi"[re cll.vlng ln Glop
F*i: " 0r-: Sret"i*::ri*,ir rn*rur* nS a party started. walking upstreaili
gan"c::;,#.*.;,, v'ri:;rk5"i.r.g *'r,i.;{'h*"[h si"d.rs of the g.srge up tr: Murray Cave.
Ag;px',;':l:.;r:.m,tc.l.p'*,r,nl* t?:irel* nf t"lrt *hv:ous e::trarl.*es were tri-ed.,
+ 1"" * "'' '" r' ^'1g;;x:.i r' j- *:#[rit rjxi H b*.irig orr t]*e r:"orthern si d.e of the cre ek,i",J i. r: I ij ( ; ij ., *ri

rtrr"r ;1.,i.,,,' .,$F,-'* j-"b r: Ii":.e ;i'u":rrr;t; #.r.r. ttf 0aure ereek Snuth Branch" There
'w&,$ ]1il :r-.':: C-: i";;i t, j ,:::;i t llat i;}r.: g hfi,d. 'h 

e err" pretru nusly ent ered" I
*Xp-i",;"rg.;,'t*i.r:.fli. 1V,3,$ 1;mj. i; ed" ',./ f,;(I upwar* Sqr;.eer* and. S j-ltatiOn at A
l*w*s" i*,'l'*.i . Al :,,,i$eth;*g: th.* (:.jar;'s so f ar onJ-y a"mount s to about
5fi u prr.$i#,s,.gi:: *

Af g r":r i'r;,-ri.('1:'.:. t.h * pax'ty v'i" si..t ed the Mi.Lrray Cave as f ax as
*hr s:itfip -frlr f*"mil.:.a:rj-satj e;n,, thei: *cntj-nuef, to go upstre.am along
t*.ir,,,, $r*l *,.k; Nrrtne,z:r }ran c3:", ;:ast some swall et s arrd. gravel soak,
r3:L'-;'*.u'i,{i.:rg tu & "hr-atrr":it *reelc fe,i by Cilff Cave" Agaln for
:fami"ji*.r:i **,"'uil;,n i.;hi.,* i-:*r'ii-e iffri"* vlsitu,l" Lo a" puiril r,vher"e waier was
fio.fi"fi*. '-it *,J **'i; '"tlr* li:.piiireem ertd hut no att errpt wa$ mad.e at further
*:lrpJ * r:*t;.';**

F;"::,in #.l..i.i:f tli-ry* * d.i r"e *t r';"ut e \,y&s ta"ken tc River Cave
sr.Lhjc,;i: f';:' a h"ri,e.f 'ur.*:i; and" the C::'eeic $outhern Brarrch swallet
l"nt,*.t*."J" S$ ur,f;:iv:ide tl.n r-i\it;il.'iLli sen,$e r--lf tiie 1LraS,nage layout 

"
fil*aniii-i:ri i * Try* r:f -th* .p*,:.'ty harl f :..::st :-nvcsti.gated Ri.ght Cooleman
0m, ij"ri uh.*n- lxilicr.i:ra"'trrey: &,.r"i. ex*ayu.t"i on i.n a womhat and tlcic inf ested.
1:.*l-r,: }:r.:i gi,j.:r" :in t- i:lr* '*'a1.1 rlppitslt;rt ;Ri g]:rt 0oc,i"efiIan Cs.n'e

(i,l: S:,.l-r:,.*a,;y" the *gi,t;i r r par*iJ,r went do rrnst ream ri-a Slack Rarrge
&n'1 B-*.r:t u:j'ii t,l,r,'r;'r+m p fir:13r;wi-::g th* er**k s$ clclsely as practi- eable,
t.t.r*r g*r:i*rei}, .i.::.1c.r:er.;1, h*1.n9 'il"r't *tructulre of tlre ilxposed l"imestone
a;ldr F{i,$rsi}"ri rr, r'ir,:::iatli-};n$ in inrat*r f}ow ra.te, Unfortr,lnately the
r*tux'r: liin* o*iJil* 

*i;efo;'e we r**e*h*d. the S:ocd::adrgbee Rlver"
Irnm*d j rut g]:v . =r'. rrltil.i-r..".n t i) ',r&oir"r -t w; nf -[he 

e ars mad-e an i.mmediat e
^'4 '':" :'' r- i"-''v" il, ,i::,*, "{j;.,*. }ep}..,*':ryr:cffil }ii}. j. v'r}:;Lie the r*m.e,.inder engoyed. ani) u ii.; Lr _!. i r *r_

u**{ir,rr.r.1i "l..i.li. i;.r'.: p ,n-ii#.e* t;}:lr* f ol l cl w; n g day v1.a T a"rrt iir}ga},.'aro
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0 hs e rva{; i en ,* end" i}: s er-i;s s l- ctrl$

S*gS*39_9" }t.:.rln& discusslon with Prcf . Jexuli-rlgs i t beeane apparent
that 6h.ere was a marked" dtfference i"n re*ord.ef, Cepth cf Gl.op Pot
between the di-vlng trip of, HeG an,* plumb:ng d.one by CSS* fo
e3-artfy tiris lt was propcsed filrei; tner-'e be a further joint trup
b etween HCG and e S$ aft er rnr:nt er t o agal,n di-ve ln Glop 3*t ta
fuJ-J-y investigate *he waI} and bs*-tcm.

Upstream Gg.qge n Al-though Jle rle ef the e aves en"t ered. ext eneled" f cr#vert f ar ln a f ew eases there was evrd.ence of quit e ,some vert j- cai
vad.me and ecllapse clevel-opment o:-lrcently terrnrnatlng ln silt fl.oor*
However, it is thought that thl s evelopment was eolncident with
the surfae e stream cutting sti-I1 ex't ent and. any possible &sces$ to
present stream pas,$age betweeit Mu"rray" Cave and. Blue \Yat erirsle
woul-d- onl-y be by tire overflow -insu.rg€,nce$ a\ ereek h,ed }evel.
A1-though thls wei.rld. neeC substant j-ation tmmediat ely, f ollowing
heavy ra:nf all " It ls f el-t ruhat -bhe sraoi,srt of surfaee ru:i off
remaining d.evs::streaJll of Illatn Co ol emani Cav'e ,i s u:inima} and i* i s
Iogical to assume that overflouu alo:ng the su::faee strea,m would
join the main stream passage(s) with a common resurgenoe system,

Cave Cfee& N_ogthe.r,ILjgq&e&1" Although iitti-e wc:rk has been d.one
th.e past :it hra,s loesn sugge-sted (Jenrrj-ngs)

that the Blue tflIat erholes ere a csmmon resurse.nce t o the whol e of
the Cocleman Flain axrd that the stream pa$sags from $cr"lth Branch
''trla Rlver e ave ac"tuaLly run.$ und.er tlte nort.hern, oi.d.e of *he gorge 

"I enabl e thoug]i thls theory i ,t it may be of s.t,gnifi. eanee that the
main sectlon of, Northern Brarreh falls thr"rugh a mu,ch sha}}ovirer
gradient tlram Seuth Sranoh and "bhere is mcrs evid.ene e cf surface
pond.ing, Again, f urti.r.er to th e north, ther:e i,s a very" iarge
swaliet j-nltlaily inrith shal-low gradl ent hu* be saus e of it m

height above Blue Waterhol-e a;id :-ts losa1,i on much clcser to the
doirvnstream gorge e ould weil have f orrneel negcti.abl e passase q

C:-if{ C_q,vs_$gqg" Obviously there is }:i.ttle possibl}lty cf access
ffi-ffiffio\nrnstream of 0liff Oave &s from the efflux the
water runs only & short dfstanoe to a gravel moak" Upstream
through the CIave, however, there i,s pcss;. brllty cf origlnal
exple ration, parii cuJ.arly near wai er ].eveI" f his could" well he
the snly po,$mi'bJ-e &ecess te paffisa.Se a:ry'urher:e between the swallet
and re su.rge]Ioe of that part 1, .. 'uJ- ar i3x'e ske

River_ Seyg, CItr *he wey to Rtve,-r e erre a, patt ern of f,oiines w&s
ffithevrre,stbu"tpara}}e}]50theRiverCIaveIVlurra37Cave
system, fh-ese appear to b,e longetand*j,ng exeept for two in whlch
these had. been relatiirel-y r€oent eartlr su"bsid,enee slmilar in
strueture to these c\rer the Mtemay Cave exten,sion,. fhis is
suggestlve ef a fo,rr:er or e'ux'.rent oa,vo sys"[ems paral]e] to River
Cave buru sidfrej-e;rt3.y cfspiaeed. i,o suggemt ihat it now bears n"o
re1atfonsh.l-p to Cave 0reek Nortl:. Bra-r.reh*

\-
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lSvrlstlga.m 4Ig-9. Very llttIe was actually aione in this area
naffiAmElr:E'S the cl6wnetrearn area was v:isiteat after a partic-
ular1y strenuous day and nost of the tilae was spent in simply
finding our wadr r Howerrer, it was generally felt that the flow
rate of the creek could well bear lnvestigation at several selected
polnts between Blue llaterhole and the Goodradigbee Rlver.

General. Once again we were ui-ctims of the oajor cirawback of
eoolenan llain - sheer d.istanee and. uafaniliarity. It is suggeste&
that wh.en future trips are being plarured that a rather narrower
spectru:m of interest be followeil utilising as much as possible of
the experience of those involved j"n the trip. If diving is intenaleal
then the work involved in sirnply mov:lng e gulpment suggests that it
may be necessary to negotiate a pe:mit to cover rather more thalx
12 people.

The other polnt worth noticing is in regard. to general
campers in the area. No doubt our party was the only one holding
a pemit to eave in the area, but our movenents were restricteal
by avoialtng cave entrances so that their locations were not
d.i.sclosed. to those with rather limitetl sense of conservation.

E. Crabb

C0d,CIt{ G CAYES_ 17 -- 1 8-- 1 9 Apr ?0

P-res ent * Tr:.piead.er, I(" Oii\,rsr, Irau.rell Benne tt, Ev Crabb,
3ra.r:k Crom*, Bll-r Satrl ek, Bri-an Satriek.

The party assembl-ed at Batsh Camp on the night of 17-te
Sp"r after suceessfi:J.Iy negotiatlng the rather hazardous final 20
rnlles" Be cause the Syr,Lney party did. not arrive r"mtil 2 &.r8. artd.
for,m*. the Canbema party eomfortably bed.ded down lt was deeid.ed.
to d.efer commeneement of the walk in unt1l early the following
morning" Aft er a rea$onably early start the vrhole party reaehed.
the archway and" had. a qu:lck ]r"Lnch before entering the cave at 12,

As it was intend.ed to eamp in the cave, a base was
establlshed. ln the terraee area. Moving our gear in.proved to
be an edueation as f ew of u.s had ever att empt ed to eave with a,

load.ed. rucksack.

After camp had. been established. lt was d.ecid.ed beeause
of the loss of sleep the prevlous night and the rather strenuous
walk to bed. d.own bef ore eommen eing our aetivltles. the rest
was most welcome and, everyone managed. a. few hours sleep d.uring
the aften:.oo13..

\-r'



L,-

28.

At abeut 5 pom" , af-e e:: s. qiuiclc sna*k the part;y ki iterL up
and" start ed f cr 'if ecf , Cavern. i'uiap ":: ':f tne z:esiot e sou"f herri se ct:-oll
o f the cave shov,r a l-arge chamb er w -th e mud"d"y ro cky flo or whi ch
some report s clalm t o be the reai 'vToof e Oaver::. but i.n a*tual f act
both cf tnes e ca?eras ?,re ccnno *"h ed" by ahou-a f our' pafisage$ and"
holes sc rt can t,e safely st,ated" tha";- bcth are, Ln fact, parte of
the one cavern"

Cn reaching the larger' of tg"e two ceverns a s earch Jlor
other passages was eommenced.. No srgn:ficant flnd.s were recorded
as \nre were foreed. to make a huruied" re$urn tc our campsrte because
of the fad.lng of $ome larnps, Af t er & meal 1;he parby settled. d,ower
at about i . 3C a,rII" . to sleep " T{e were awakenerl at 0830 &nirr. by a
group of ca,v'f;rs ( t ) abcui sel.ren aii Noi c., w:.rh i,: or 3 torcnes
and. in a cclupl e of cases , no f ootflrear"

At 10. 30 &o rrr" vre l- ef t the f erraces r,vi th all our gear an*
orr ie?ving the cave de ci-ded" t o ret urn tc Batsh Camp by wey of
Carbid.e Spur (never again) " After arr ard.r,rous clim6 wu reLched
otrr cars at ab cut .3 . 3CI p 

" 
rrl n

(K. oli.vr:r')

CII EFIEN - 'tr 3- 1 4*15 Jr:n 70 "

?qeggnt. f rlplead.er, No Soulter, I,. 3en.nett, E. Crahh,
K* Fitzslnmoss r R" Mi.}ler, K* OLi\rere W" .Patrick,
3 o Patrl ek, Ro Griinham, lY, E.,rans , K. ltfarcl a:1d
I o MeGuj-rer 3r'i.::n Paix'.i, *Jr, C"hrj. r; ,$ril-l.i.rrar , )T. Satr:ii,:;. *

gk"jgg$Jg" f o use Rlf' Sear, arrd" to *ompi-ete the manping of the
Warremba Cave. f his trj-p ti^rriec. cut to be tlre biggest cluh trip
f or ten months wl'th 15 merabers a.tt enrling" Cars began arriv*-ng
b etween 1 0 F " IIi, and. 3 &o IIr" wi.th three amlving at Clief d"en 'vi.m

Cowra and the remaining f ou:r vehi cles ccn:i,ng via Sathurst,,

As the RlF gear w&.s fo"*nd to"he cu'; of crd.ere d.ue t* &
f aiilty cond.enser r and" the mapping geff,r was genuin.Iy lef t hehin*,
general- exploratlon beeame the CIb;jpet,iv"e, r,vJ-tlr part j-es going tc,,
Yaruoir,ilgah, Big Clief den, Socnd"eroog Ia-Land., f ::a;rsml.ssi-on, Warremba,
and. lock caves e wlth" a couple cf ou"r memh ers hctping 0SS memb,ers
extend. the Warragul drg. About ,4Ct r;f passage was acld.*d" to
Yarrowjgeir eave, o.y' tire pa:.t;1r led by Boh }ougle,s (OSS). On*e
agalne t-n e Big Cliefden part.y hari" cu-l:f i eruJ"t;,,' iyi f ind.ing *heir wey
out of the lower erltra,ne e.

I t trv'as f ound" tha".t wj th such" a "Large grou.p of p eopl e o11 &
trip and so many par*ies ou.t at on ce ? "r;hat &n II" T 

" A" baek at claJrlp
shouid"'be glvenc &$ t,he partles ba"ck &'r, camp rnril-l.after a refi,som.*
abl e 1ength of t j-me ,tregin t e wonder if ,scmethlng fi.as happened..
As a result, no n:atter hour larqe a pa:rt;y ma,"y be, lt ls impcrtant
to leave some ld.ea of what t j-rne the party CIfi.rr he expected" back *

and. the loeatlon of oave tc; be v'i.stte,*"
K" 0i.:,ver




