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CALC ITE JAN 1971 - DEC 1972 

EDITORIAL 

I. . _.}.' 

" , 
.. ;. ",;. 

i ·, ~ \ '. . ,. ;:, . , I':" • .' .. 
. ~ I,;'.,· ~ ...... ' 

", .. 

THIS ~SSUE HERI\LDS nj~ , ,RETU,R~ or:'. ,CALCUE , AFTER;ANABSENCE; OF ' A" LinLE 
: ":" :' .1," .: ,;,." ," - . • • 

MDR,E ,TH,I\N , TWO :Y,EARS~ , PURIN~ THIS TIME, QUIrt:: ,A , F.EW, TRIP REPORTS HAVE 'ACCUMJLATEDI 

AS ' WELl: AS EXT'RA~T~ FRofl MAGAZINES, NE.WSPAP-ERS AND ODD ,nHS ' AND PIECES. 'HOWEVER, 

THESE CANNOT ALL BE PUBL ISHED AS A LOT OF THE MATERIAL HAS ALREADY APPEARED IN 

THE NUMEROUS SPE~~S PUBLICATIoN.S FRQM THE OTHER SOCIETIES . ": \ 

,.\.'~' __ • .' 1 

"f , ~ ~.. ..: ; ' 

THIS ISSUE WILL MAINLY CoNJAIN THE BEITER TRIP ' REPoRTSFRoM i911 "THROUGH' 

TILL' THE'END ~F 1972" ,SO THAT TH~ : BA~~;LoG ,CAN , BE CLEARED UP, THUS MAKING THtWAY 

CLEAR FOR ' THE NEXT ISSUE TO CoNnNUE IN THE ORIGINAL FORMAT PLUS; THE UNIQUE ' ',,' ,." ", . . ' . . . . . 

SITUATION OF BE ING UP TO DATE. ,. 1o REMAIN UP TO , DATE AND " HAVE 'THE MAGAZINE COME . . .: . . 
OUT REGULARLY, TRIP REPORTS WILL BE NEEDED FOR ALL TRIPS, AND ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

SUBM ITTED • 
".rj'". ~ ; . ~ ' ,' 

. ,1.: .. ,'" . . .! . 

.. \',,:: r ,", 
FOR TOO LONG NOW, CALC ITE ;HAS BEEN CARflIED BY '3 OR , 4 CONTRIBUTORS; ' 

. ' . ..' ' -, ' . 
" :. 

UNFORTUNATELY ON f1ANY OCCASIONS TRIP REPDR,TS ~JERE NOT FILLED IN AFTER TRIPS WERE 

COMPLETED AND THEREfORE, T,HERE I,S NO RECoRU, OF . ,WHAT HAS HAPPENED ,TN A COUPLE OF 
~ -, i • :. . : .' .; • , ', ": .! .. • •. " '.' .. . ' . 

AREAS . THESE AREAS BEING BUNGO)IIA, WEE JASPER liND .CLIEfDEN; 'J,"'" , ".~" 
: : I! " ,'.,.' :'.' .. 

- ,',' :)'~ 
, ! )!. ..-~ .f. : :. -. .. . 

SO, IF MEMBERS WISH TO SEE MORE CALCITES, THEN PLEASE KEEP ARTICLES 

COMING IN. 
.: t ,,: :," ',', -',',' , , ' 

I t-, ' J .~ . .1 ,. ;-,. f.t· .. ;~ :; • r. ,...,'. 

' . . :, . .. :lC: '.-' .• I I. 

'" ' : . . ', .. 
.. .c .. : 

" 
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"' , 

SAFETY 

In general Australia has an enviable record of cave safety in comparison 

with other countries. t'e have had no tragedies such as have occurred at times in 

the United Kingdom, Europe end the U. S. A. This however, does not give us grounds 

for c.omplocenc·y , as from observations made over .several years of active caving 

I al1) cOli 'v~n",p.d that our good record is due mainly to sheer good luck and to the 

absence of really severe caves in Australia. 

As members of a caving group we are all fully aware of thO ' basic safety 

rules caving but do we always observe them? How often do we enter ceves without 

a lternat ive light sources or without havin'g advised oth;,rs of our destination. 

I, personally,, ' have heard ' members boast of climbing ladder pi tc~s of 60-80 feet 

without a safety line. If we persis t in this disreg'ard 'for thO ' rules it is only ' 

a matter of · time before we become involved ·in a s erious incident. · 

In addition we have all,on occasions, met groups of people in caves 

inadequately dressed and shad and with very limited lighting ond, what is even 

worse, no idea of the possible dangers involved in their activities; 

As cavers we ere 011 involved in "this as we would be obliged 

in any rescue operetion and would be, through the , p~ess . gro~ped with 

to assist 
. \~ 

the 

irresponsible people who are most likely to cause or become involved in accidents. 

" 
As members of the Highland Caving Group "e heve two grave responsibili ti~s 

- to ensure that we, ourselves , observe all safety measures at all times and, 

whenever possible, guide, assi st and educate others i n the principles of safe 

caving. 

( t'l. PATRICK ) 

• 

• 

) 
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",E""XT",-R",A:;;:.CT.:., _FR_o_M " PAC IFIC JSLANDS _Mo_N_T_Ht;!." - _AP_R_I_L _19_7_2. 

(Article on tourist potential of Tonga) 

J. 
.., ' On , the .VJIlS.t sid", of . the ' precipi t ous island of Ka pa i s the famous 

Swallow' s Ceve,, ' f ormerl.y depicted on a ' postage. stamp. I ts high, s hape ly entrence 

permit,s .a . leu~ch . ca;crying up to 30 peopl e , to glide into i ts c athedral-like 

interior. The water inside the caVe i s c ool, deep and crystal clear. A l ar ge 

rock overhanging the entrllnce rings like a bell "hen struck with a wooden oar. 

This i s whmre the sea swallows build their nests in .springtime. 

-, A similiar "Sized c ave i s found ·on a .nearby island of NUB Papu, but in 

this cave the entrance is submerged under the shear cliff 'f ace. This is Mariner's 

I ) Cave, named .a f ter the English c abin .. boy ,,11'0 was one of the few survivors from 

• 

the ill-feted British privateer Port-au-Prince in 1806. Mariner was t aken t o this 

curious hidea"ay by two young Tangen friends during ' his four year ·stay in Tonga. 

Lo aving their c a noe behind , they dived into inky darkness and fou nd a hole 

in the well. After kicking through a 10-1 5ft connecting tunnal,they miraculously 

surfaced in what seemed to be another world of eerie, silent twilight. When the 

mist cleared and thei r eyes became accustomed to the subdued light, they ~spici'd 

a cavernous chamber of c onsiderable pr0portions - like a gr eat house with e 

vaultad cei.ling. 

On the back wall there waS a rock l edge decorated wi th weird sh~pes that 

looked. like a pagan altar . Kare the three young paople rasted while Mariner, 

) over B _ bowl of Kava s pecially prepared fo," the 'Occasion, was ragaled with various 

la gends about this secret hideout. , 

'r r ( 

.' ' " 



I~mbers of HCG teak pm:t in a wide variety of caving activities for this 

half year CJan- J.un 71). Trips covo'rep many .'araas J.n N. S .W. as .,011 as in Victoria 

and . ~outh Austral i a and many different projects ~oJere · ;i.nvolved. Another very 

pleasin~ f~Et tuI;8 of ,our ectiviti e$ ove r the ' per:iod ,was the "c oope ration with 

members ' of other c lubs, mainly, CE GS.'\ , B~S[, t~SS and STCCC. 

~N VICTORI.il ~ ,'!.t.\BACOORTE . 

/'embers Present - Dess Patrick, Trudy Patrick , Ke:~th Olive r, Ke n Keck(BMSC ), Roy 

Grinhem , Noel Patric~< , Brian Pnt:d.ck and Bill Patrick(Tr ip 

Lu ader} • 

Thi s t:rip vms planr.o<1 as a follm·J up to: tha s uc'L:8!:>sful trip of· 'lhe 

pr~v~o.u s yoar ( sr:m Lr:tlcito ~a n-Jun 70) , and .vus dJsigllOd te-, in troduce 'other" ~mbers 

to the varfous tyr'2s r~f paves i n thr< s:1 fi)~~~J3 and to further our studi'Els of ' la\/a 

caves. 

.' In.i t~ally i i:; , \I,' l~S plarnod 'i.:tJ : c:lm~~.nw til:'! 'b::,ip to. ~'Jc~torn Victori a : to visit 

a ddi tiona l 18v.a c n'J':' :', fit P,?~nGo.I1 f J1Enmu:.:o ard ' Pa .. :'b'cm E1nd t h:-l n to' spend some t i me 
sC8rc~ing the covns ·a l ong tho cocst betlt:ee n Po~t Fa.i. :\.~y and Apol l o Boy . Kovjever , 

contact \'108 mac]o with David \ . .13 1.licr.,s f i3 CEGSA ms mb:::r, at Naracoorte a nd his plans 

for c aving ac t .i.vities in that. i3n~ 6 !::: ,:n:su2.dcd L!S to chcllge plan8~ It' t u'rr:'kd ' out' to 

be a most fortuna te dc:.::ision " 
'r· 

The p8 1.'-cy ~ as~ernhlcc ..-.:;1; . TJ;' .'rly t S ·enci , 1~Qell s flo';; at· A'lbuiy o n- ~the ~vening 

of ~o(1day 2~th Decembe r I 1970 ~nd. th-:-: t rip'_' ga t ' 'ur:d8r ' \-l ay earl y'" the' next" morning, ' . 
,. l _:.'. . . 

when \oJe left fo::c Sk.':.pton . TIm r;Oi"lVoy ;:('.ns~~st8C: uf, £1 c e t's arid ' Roy t 's ' c a ravan-

nothing l ike doing it ;.n styJc ! \-1a trav:"Ll.l e d nt iJ steady 53-60 mph keeping in 

sight of e a c h other most of the tini8. Thj s proved to. be reasonably s i mpl e on the 

flat open ltJ8stern plains . Al tho ugh 1 • .J8 sDrI"i~1d fI la:~mo quantity of c aving, camping 

a nd photographic equipmen t th8~'8 I,ms no ov e r.18 1:~ c!ing because gear was evenly 

distributed amans the f~Ju::- :::n:r3 ~ 

The i tinr."C"n::-y ~f tro t.l'5.p ~'JD ~ [<$ ·(o~. lo~'n;; : 

~.~_D12':; 7.9 ~ .. ,: J~t · ~!i-.9j~ ~~i-~! .. p.>": 2m:·. ,l c 'J Skirton :"'ava 

Cf.lve. 

'C r!ve, Sausage Cave , end I nsec t Cave . 

• 

• 

) 

• 
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CONCLUSION 

6. 

31 Dec - 4 Ja n 71 : Mt.Eccles - fro~ here wo spent . 

• '. ~ . . l . . 

.two · days .!'lxomining .. the Byaduk l.,ava flo~ .::,' .. 

and caves e nd climbin~ .. Mt . NapieS! . At ~1t • 

Eccleo itse lf . we visited all known features 

.- Tunrel Cave, Gothic Cave, The Pit, The .' 

Alcove and The Sh'1ft; which we al~ found .. 

most int8r~s~ing . 

On a day off (Sunday 3 Jan 71) wo went to 

Port !fairy for a swim (freezing - 640F in, 

... , ' . ... ,t . ...... " ' . 600Fout) ond ~n , tlh~ way back visited Tower 

Hill, e most interesti ng crater with l akes 

and minor Caves between Port Fairy and 

· ~-JarnambQol. 

. ;1 ; _ 

, 
' . ; . , \ 

4 J a n - 7 J am 71 : N"rE1Coorte - where thanks to the 

assistance of Dave ~Iillaims, Peter Tunbridge 

· ondPavid Hawke a ll of qEG5i\ - .,e Were abl e 

· to if"'!::;ps ct thtJ fallo',!;i.ng Caves;. 

Blanche (Big) Ca ve 

Alexandria Cave 

Victoria Cave 

Tomato - Sticks Cave 

V D C Cav3 ) 

) 
) 
) Touri s t Caves 
) 
) 
) . 

Fox C.,we 
) 

Outside Caves RfJserv~ 
) 

102 Cave ) 

A vis it to Bee keepers Cave wa? foiled by -" 

Tige r Sna ke occupying an unassailapl~ ., 
po siti~r, at the f oot of the laddor pitch _ 

this resulted in a r~cord making aecent 

by Noel Patrick. 

·8 Jan 71 - Return to Albury 

9 J an 71 - Pnrty dispersed to Canberra qnd Sydney . 

.." 
.. 

~ : 

:rho trip prove.d . mo~t 'lu,ccessful oyeral.l .and 8.nab l e d . a ll mrmbers .to do a 

l ot of interesting caving. Of particular i nteres t we re the features i n the. Byaduk 

Lava Flow, the bone dig in the Victoria Cove and the Shaft at Mt . Eccles • 

' .. 
: .'.We "er .. flll (l';ateful to the CEGSP, ~~!,,~ers who did so much to :.!'lake .. the 

Naracoorte saction section .of the trip " E ucce~s •. . ' - ~ ::~ . \ : , 

W. P,~TRICK . 
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MILLTHoRPE : ; 6 ',- 7 'Mo::ch 191L. 

Membe r s Present - Keith Oliver (Trip Leader), La ur i e r~agui re , Ken \vard and 

'Steve Ma honey (STCCC) . 

As a result of ' informatl.on provided by a member , permission was obtainod 

from a Mr.Purce r "at MillthorpB for a visit to hi.s property to axamine limes tone 

outcrops and oth~r features; vIi ttl t he Bssist.::mcEJ of Mr . Puresr and one of his 

emp l oyees the follm,ing feature s wers visite d; 

o. A small limest;,ne o utc rop about 100 x 120 ft a nd 

up to 15 ft high . Three possi bl e digs were noted 

i n this outcrop . 

b. A emB.lI dry c:L'~ek \vi th exposures Qf limestone i n 

i ts bed. 

c ... An aren of fi ubsid8ncc f:lp pro!dma'te l y <1 acres in oreo 

wh:fch ha t! occurred during the 1949 - 50 "et season . 

A sp::ing had 8 } S O eppea:r.ed in this area at the s ame 

t inJU .. . 

At t he rc:: qu~st o{ r~r .. ~u :c:.: eI' \,;,3 cJso examine d another area which sounded 

hollow when he rode O'Jer it -=n h:i.s horse . This proved to be a granite outcrop 

wi th a s l,oJampy area -'at its be ss ." 

Al thou gh ; rio c'Bves' "\'Je I'O 'l'Jccyced th:3 area has been listed for another visit 

with a view td doirYg "Thore n:i. ggi ng ' 8t' the outcrop . 

"'" K. OLIVER . 

Co'=.oNG : 21 ':. 22 1':3<:ch 1971... 

~mbers Present - K. Oliver ( T:cip Lsadar ; , \·).Patri ck, G. Bruc8 ,_ L. Goorge , A. Ke nnedy , 

G, Thompson and E, \vright , 

The a i m of tt\is : t~ip waS to c ontin uo th" mapping commenced i n August ,197o 

and p'hotogr~phy; 

As soon as all mambe r s 

decidea to : walk ':st'roi'ght i~ to 

safe l y a t tho base of the a r ch , 

s l eep. . ' 

had 

the 

and 

rlrrived 

caves. 

after 

a t B2. tsh Camp 

One a nd a half 

a quick s nack, 

( a round 2am),it WAS 

hours i " t s ': iiaw all seven 

all 
", ,:, )., '1 ' 

bedaed 'down for' I: Olll8 

• 

) 

• 



8~ 

91ooo!ri 'sawLever}one' Up and around, and after a ' ~uick breakfast, the party split 

into two/the photogriiphy party keeping just i 'n front of tha mapping pa~ty. Having 

reacfi8d ' the 'vi~{tors book in ' Kings Cross, both p~~ties joined ' togather and stopped 

,for liJnch.' "We 'w;;'re soon intaniupted by a 'group of 20 or more btlshwalkers • 

. :' J,. ,... "'itll the tiushwelkers' ' gona and lunch finished, the party 'mad a i1:S 'way u~ ' 

to tha Dripping ~Jater Cevern~ The Terroces end the 'rockfall for photography; ' an'd 

after poking around some hobs, f ound ourselves in the Pride of the Valley. We 

,: 'tMh made our wa!!' out via' Lanrligans C.ive and upon reaching the surface 'found that 
.- ...... ". 

it 'was rain:Lng cats and dogs. The party rushed down the hill to gat slaeping" . 

b,,'gs,"fotldetc:'/ Ulider shelter, but, when reeching the bottom of the arch,wa 'found 

th~t ' ilhother': group had moved' 'thein for us. Camp was rnadeagain, but this" time ': 

) under tlie "' shelter 'Of ttie , arch • 
. : !, 

.. .( J. i. { Aft~r " 8 meial' !and some sleep, the gr'oUp' made its way into thO c:Bve:~ a!g~1'~ / 
but this tilOO to go to ~J66fs Cavern. On coming out Of the low tunnel i t ~a~' ·' " 

noticed that the creek at the base of the Amber Cave >Ias flowing at a depth of 

2' '' '' 3 Tiii::hes'. i 'In<t 'hei ' dis~anco, : the pounding of '~ ' sump could be roard. Further 

ihtel ;·the ' cavb" i \! ' was noticod that tee rimstone pools just before 'Wodfs" w~~~" 
. J;f 

oriee 'again 'fulL 'On ' 'reaching the low seet'ion of Woofs, the rate of '''water flow 

: sdtll,.,d to' be', 'no faster than ' on ' p~vious trips to ' Colong. /I'ft's'r ' SOIOO more 

photbgraph~,., the g'roup ' sg"in made their way to too surface. 
': ", 

, ~JEE', JASPER ; : ·9 ~ " 12I1prilllil. ( ' "t , 

r-tlmbers Preseht .. Bess, Bill end Brian ' P~trick; 'Roy Grinharn, J. Heath, 'L. ·· ,,' 

~1eguire, L. George, G. Bruce and Keith Oliver (Trip Leader) 

) ',Visitoes - S. ~Jynne, F. Heath, B: Grinham+ STCCC MEimbers'. 

' Due to ttie large number of pBople;caving was ' restricted t'o ei\,hcir ' nigtit ' 

or eerly mnrning caving. An early ott Bmpt Was made to go into Pun';hbb~i, ':but ' on 

arrival, we found that there wore almeedy two ladders dawn the pitch and three 

partias had already entered the cave. On top of this anothar two groups were 

getting reedy to abseil in, so we made B hasty retreat. 
", ~,f 1 l 

. , .. ' ''''' ' ' ... " 'V"," 

- .1 ' " .1 
'ot ' . 

Five members then went '(lawn to Ch'urch' Cave '. \jhilst in 'the cave, eight 

dead bats were, found, and the bands removed from 'thi.m to be ssn't t~ th""C.S. I.R. 0 

for identi ficetion ... · " " 



. '. 

.1.: . , 5.3q Qn the Satu:rd?Y: IDoI;rin9 , s~", a,', group heading for Punchbowl , and this 

t~me , wa w:arB the ,first ,in. On , our way out at ,10;30, , two persons from another 

p~rty had "ome dmm ,angther ladder, that had been put down the pitch. Two of us 

got up to t,~" , top, t(jfinq about anot~er 14 preparing to come down . Wit h the O.K. 

given from their leader, one of their party went clown and one of ours came up, 

wi~hbel9y~ng , b,eing shared I:)y both ' g:coups . By the tima all of our members ware up 

rl,ole~s :.than ,.3D , peoplB were either in or getting ready to go in . 

f, ,Aft,,,r t"a whilst everyone was sitting around tal king about the days caving 

a me,"b~ ,:r;" 1irom one of the group s camped on the hill, came down and told , us that ; 

qne ,of their members had gons for a .",11< in the bush and had not returned after 

threB" hours . By no., it .,as dark a nd she .hed no light . Word quickly we.,;t :around 

and cavers emerged everYl"here \" i th ropes, l adders, spare' lights, ,food, warn; 

c l othing and first eid kits. As s oon as the groups had all congregated in their , 

a Mini pulled , up mid o~t got til" missinlj female. She had wal ked over the hills 

and got a ,lift on the othc:o sid" and \'188 then, bought back • 

.on Sunday, .'8 d,8cided "goifl to try Bnd go into Dip . Origin'ally, o'n:" 'party 

of seven was to go, but this grm·J to fau"rteen .. On re aching the Dip " the group was 

split into bID, the first tp go into the rubbish tip entrance , onO the other to 

go down the 65ft drop i nto 4 ",,,::i e s , \·lh3n half of us were down, ' we ' began wondering 

whenthe others would be , coming in from 3 sories, when one of . the members of t he 

other party c ame dmom the L,de's:,:" Vie th,m osk8d .,hat had happened, and ware told 

that they hed to guel~~ up to go t through th~ r 8thole . \.Jhen all the party were 

down, soven went into 5 sQrins l'Jhilst the rest of. us co.ncQntrated on" photograpby. 

On regrol;Jpil)g , the 9~ouP ones again used ;tho "' l adder to l eaver the cave. 

O:ther caves visited C: u:::ing the ' ~ ... eek.,.end !t~e :,:e ·· \.<.rJ22 , . Gas-Pipe, Signature, 

WJ26 ~27 ; 'lnd · Dog-Leg . : One 1esson was ,laQrrit on the week-end , NEVER go to \,EE 

JA~PER at,Easter Time. 

' J,:,.r " . " , , K. OLIVER. 

COLO~IG : 24 - 26 , Apr:;, l 197,1.. 

Members Pr9~~i - G. Druce,S . CoDk (V SA ), J.Eager, S.George,J.Heath, R. Ke nnedy, 

K. t'drusn i'\nd ,K,Dliver (Ttcip Leader') .. 

The: aim of , the trip .ms : 

1. To explore the passages nbov8 the terraceS' .. 
. ':, .. 

2 . Fol.i..mv tl-e course of a net.." stream l ocated 

near tm Amber Cave, and 

3. To attempt to relocate Red Cave. 

.. ;, ' . 

• 

) 

( ) 

• 



.... ~ " ' ~ - ..:. - '.' . " . ,. ' 
.~ . 

.. . . . ,;"', , . . :' . .-." " ., .' ; \ ' . -.: . .,' . " ~ " ' . . 
friday 23 . April - Tha party. assembled at St. Marys and af~er packitng -t+e. ge.ar! set 

ol'fi:,,:· twoc.lrs. On arI'iv'al a ~ B;t~h C>~mp {{"w~:~that 1 0 campa were alraady 

astablished and two more were expected. As 
, ~ . .! 

a resull.t it "aa decided to walk into 

the caves immedietely. At 2.30am (Saturday 24 April) the party arrived 'at the 

bass ,··of' 'the ' arcH 'and 'es tabli'sheci' camp • 

: ' . ' , i , .". 

. $atGraaY ' 24 April - immediately ' "fter breakfast the party . entered 'tho cava with 

the intention of following ,all streams, incl~din.g · t .ht'·two in Woofs Cavern. Our ." 
'fi~ stop wes at the Piano wher", it-- ..a€j" found that the right hand passege wes 

very :~t "'en<l ,bad ':'tO. . .bt,- -'&rn;,~;s·:'; · to~erds the end where :it closed down. The sump 

in .tt-e" pasBJ'l.3e at the left hend side wes full elsa and prevented further progress. 

Next the River . C.aIlfLW~6 visited - t his showed no significant rise in spite of the 

previous heavy rains. The group then proceeded to t he stream in Amber Cave which 

had baen flowing when visited on our previous trip •• This ' time~ nowBver ,n"'was dry 

and the passage was followed through 0 squeaze until further ' progress was· .. ·prevent­

ed by 0 smell but deep sump. The next stpp was Woof's Cavern whera the group 

followed the creek fiorriWo~f ' s i~to tfi..' large chember on the right of the canyons. 

The creek beyond the M~ze was also . exami~~d '~n'd 'although it was dry a large pool 

WaS loceted but because of the confinad space no further work could be carried out. 

After about eight hours work : ~je returned ' to tho surf',,~e ' where night had fallen. 

Sunday 25 April - After breakfast it wos decided to have a search for .Red Cove, 

as everyorie' from ' 'tfle other parties :'hFld ':'ppeer~i:f to' b;' going into the main .cove. 

The party split into' two groups. One group taking' t~e l~ft hand side 'of the out­

crop and t~e other, the right . 

Although Red Ceve was n~f ioc~ted,one ' e~1:;ance approximatoly St x 4' was 

located, and on the othax side of the outcrop, a series of silted and rock filled 

shafts wore seen . After ' about six hours; 'both parties retur~'~d to compo 

After tea we again went into the c ave via Lannigans entrance and wont 

streight to the Terracos. The connection from the Terraces to Ambe~ . C ave were made 
j ~ ~ . • , . . , 

then the passegesBbC've 'the Terraces were looked at. Starting at the . pride of the 

Valley, groups 'of two ~e;e sent in to ~ach' ~ach hole ' andit wa~ found that twa of 

tMe passages join 'together, and a tt;ird ' le'ads ' int~ ~h~toP '~f the rockfall 

chamber. 
r . : r ·:. r . . " . ..... . 

:'.1 . ' .. .. . . ~. , 

;.f. .. )' : .. ' , 
/ 

" 

; , 

. :;'. t .. '. ~ . 

. : :~. 
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The formation in this section is not large,but some active white 

fox'mation is present. " 'It' ,was "noticed', that only one piece hos been vandalised, 

and that mud ' had' b~~n thrown at it. 

The passage leadin~ to tha Shoejammer squeaze was looked at briefly,bu~ , 

this will 'be looked at with mora detail on the next 'trip. As lighting was due t 'o 

stert fading at anytime, we began to once again make our w,f!Y back to th~ surface" 
. I I' I' 

and some well earned sleep. ' 

Straight after breakfast on Monday morning camp Was broken and we. headed 

for home. 

K. OLIVER. \ 

MUDGEE : 29-30 May,1971. 

Members Present - ,K.Oliver (Trip Leeder),G.Bruce, J.Eagar,L.Geqrgc ,K.ttorglln, 

L.Maguire and P.Richards (M.S.S.) 

The object of the trip, was to se.erch for possible cave ' entrances, end 
• ' the exploration of caves known on Mr.Clerksons property at Appletrao Flat. 

The party left Sydeey about 8.30 on the Friday night, and by 1.0oam were 

setting up camp on Clarksons prqperty. 

After breekfast we strolled down to the house to sea Mr.Clarkson t o , 

e'xplain what we, wished ,to do" then we began to move off towards the Caves. The 

Cavee mre epproximately t mile welking distance from the hauss, and so far, only 

three are known. The first cava, Lamon Tree Pot, is a 'Small tight solution tube 

running into the s ids of the outcrop for 60' - 70' and finishes in a rock choke • 
. • J 

"-~'-" -

The second ceve,or the Main Cava , is entered by a 50' ladder drop into a 

large chamher with some smell passages runn~ng in all directions but these all 

unfortlmately close down. 

'The' third cave which 'is about + mile away is approximateiy tho same size, 

(about 200' of passage ) and 'contains some dry shawls about 4' 10ng.On the othar 
. : r . 

side' of a large sandstone exposure, the is approximately 20 acres of limestone, 
, ' . 

, ' 

both sides o'f the cre'ak. This was hurriedly looked at and e few shafts of about 

10' - 20' deep, decended, ' but these were either silted ' or choked up with rock. 

Near the house there i s enother small outcrop of limestone ,but this was 

not l ooked at. On the Sunday morning,the group awoke t o find that all the geer 

wae G~aked following an overnight downpour so we broke camp and mede en early 

start for Sydney. 

J • 
, K.OLIVER. 

) 
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COLONG CAVES : 12 - 14 June 1971-

Members Present - G.Bruce,I.Cook.J.Eeger,S.George,L.Maguire,Miss K.Morgan, and 

K.Oliver (Trip leeder). 

Friday 11 June . Upon reaching Batsh Camp, it ~as f ound that like the 

Anzac Day weekend, that groups were camped everywhere, and it was hard t o find 

a place t o park the Car. The equipment was then transfarred into the landcruiser 

which wes than driven to the top of the hill, whils t some of the members walked 

in. Once thosw that had walked in had j oined us, we kitted up and bagan the steep 

deaoant down the hill. Upon reaching the efflux, it was noted that not much water 

was flowing as had been seen on previous trips. We than made our way up to the 

lower end of tha Arch, and by 4em the group Was wall asleep. 

Saturday 12 June. Having had breakfast,the party climbed to the top of 

the main outcrop to search for new entrances. Two sinks were found one being 

about 14' X 4' and about 15' deep. The other being about 10' x 4' nnd approxim­

ately 20' deep. Both can be pushed,but it seems that they will go in to the rear 

of the arch as there is a large collapse at the rear of the arch itself. Two 

entrances were found going into the side of the hill. The first with a tight 

squeeze about 25' from the entrance,o drop of about 4' then a further 10' of 

passaga. The other has a larga walk-in entrance 10' high and 3D' wide end 25' 

into the side of tho hill. At one side of the hill is a tight s queeze but this 

was not tried. The group then went right to the t op of the bluff, but found 

nothing as the limestone is very fractured and weatherod.The party then returned 

to the arch and lunch. On reaching tho t op of the Arch no l ess than 14 tents were 

seen and more groups could be heerd coming down the hill. 

After lunch the party once again kitted up and headed f or the Cava via 

the Onslow Entrance. The first section l ooked at wns the Piano,where it was 

noticed that the water level was much lower then on pur las t trip. Where the 

water had been just over one f oot deep and flowing quickly, it was barely flowing 

and only 6"- 7" deep. On rejoinin g the main passage, we founlf fresh carbide merks 

on the walls giving the directions to the main sections of the cava, and mames uf 

persons who had been through. These markings were quickly removed and the party 

proceeded towards Kings Cross. It was here that we met a group coming through 

t he cave, so we waited un t il they hod left before proceeding. 
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On tee way t o the Amber c ave, the party waited .,hile three of us explored 

a pas sage which doglegged for about 200' before ending in a small s ump. On the 

left of the sump, was a passage going up about 30degrees and ending up in a tight 

squeeze . Eech of us tried to get through, but .,ere unable t o. On the way beck to 

the others another squeeze was noticed. Once again the three of us tried to get 

through, and this time John Eager was successful. The squeeze l ed to a small 

chamber running parallel to the passage we .,ere in, with some small but active 

formation , but again thi s l ed to a sump . Having et l est rejoined the rest of the 

group , we se t off to the Amber c ave . Ol ee again in thms section t-'!8ch hol e was 

checked • • Most c ame back i nto the chamber, but one went to e deep sump , and another 

l ed t o a s mall but weiU decorated c hamber .Iith wet rim s tone poo l s , which in turn 

led to the terraces . Yet another passage l ed to the second gate and onto the 

clafts ; After exploring tha bose of the clefts, the party pushed on to tee 

( ) Pul sating River end anot~er l SD ' beyond . At this point , after being underground 

f or well over 6t hours , the group made its way beck t o the surface . 

Sundey 13 June . After breakfo3t, the party set out to probe f or any 

poss i bl e entrElnces al ong Lannignns Cr8ek~ A number uf times the group \<loul d move 

out of the creek to JO:Jk f.! t someth:'ng promi sing, only to f ind that i t did not go 

or it >Jas nothing at alL Afte r ,'!olking about 11' miles up the creek, the party 

then returned t o the Ar ch and prepored to go back into the c ave . Ent r y to the cave 

was made this t ime by Lannigens c ave as it \'loul d get us t o Kings Cross quic ker. 

Upon reaching Kings Cross , the party made their way t o the Pride of the Valley 

by way of the Drippi ng t~Elter Cavern G:lc! tha Shoe j ammer Squeeze . Between the 

5hoejammer and the Pride of the Valley , a small maze was f ound. The party was 

s pli t i nto three and eElch passage pushed . Thirty minutes l ater, everyone was 

togethar again in the Pride of the Valley , end began expl oration of the passages 

mis sed on the l ast tri~. Off one passage , the group climbed down a hole f or abou t 

50 ' then moved al ong t wo passages for about 60 ' . TRese passages appeared not to 

have been entered before as there were no footprints on the f l oor. From this point 

we made our "lay into the r ockfall chamber, to try to push it further. Instead of 

going through the r ockpile , .Ie decided to t r y t o go over the t op of it. Two 

groups of t wo started to move in on ei ther side of the f all, and moved up 50 ' _ 

60 ' befor e turning back, as the climb became t oo steep and tight . On reaching 

the others orco more , i t l·ms found that one s i de had s h::Jwn s i gns of recent 

movement , as cracks were seen and that no f allen mat t er (mud) c oul d be seen in 

them. But on the other sids , there was no evidence of this . From here, the party 

began to make thei r way out once e98in. No work was donA on t he Monday morning 

as the lighting was l ow, so after breaking camp and disposing of rubbi s h,we 

made our way home. 
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WoOLoMBAH : 31 Julv - 1 August. 1971-

Membors Present - G.Bruce, J.Eager,D.Hemple and K.oliver (Trip Leadee). 

Having heard from one of our members that there were cavos on a property 

outside Gloucester, a letter was sent to the owner of the property asking 

permission to visit the caves. Shortly afterwards, a letter was received seying 

that we were wolcome to visit the caves, and that we could set up c amp in a 

large barn on the property. 

The party arrived late on the Friday night, and we wore shown to tha barn 

b¥ the owners son , wasting no time in setting up camp and retiring for tha night. 

After broakfast , we kitted up, and walked up to the farm house to meet the owner. 

With introductions over we were directed to the cave. 

The first cave is situated next to a dam which in recent years has 

breached spilling thousands of gallons of water into the cave . The area in 

which the water fihows into the cove is too small to enter, so access i s made by 

entering a small tight hole about 20' above and 30' away hum the influx. From 

the entrance, the passage is tight for approximate l y 15' then opens out into a 

chamber about 8' high. One passage l eads off from here, 3' high by S' wide with 

2' of water flowing through it . This passage would be about 20' I Gng and at its 

end, it opens out slight ly, but not enough for one t o get out of the water. At 

this point, tho only way ahead, is to go below two hanging rocks causing one to 

got ones backside wet. Having gone through this section, the passage again becomes 

a little l arger then becomes l ow again . This t i me the roof becomes so low that 

three of us had to lay on our becks to get through. As the last of us came through 

we looked up to see John Eager stick his head around a rock to tell us that he 

had found e dry ny-pess. 

At this stage,we found ourselves at the top of a fairly large chamber that 

sloped down at approximately 40 degrees to our l eft , with water cascading all the 

way down. Tbe party then began to make its ,laY down to the bottom of the chamber. 

About midway down, a small side passafie was noticed and two of the party moved 

off to see where it >lent, while John And myself continued down. At the bottom of 

the chamber a pessage was found to lead off to the right. This passage is about 

7' high and 3'- 4 ' wida,length .would be 150 '. Halfway along this passage,Graham 

and Dave reappeared, and reported that the passage justs winds parallel with the 

main chamber. The cave extends for another 150 ' before finishing off in a l argB 

sump. We were told later during the weekend that the sump had been dived a few 

yeers back by members of either KSS or NTUCSS. 

l 
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On the way out, it was noticed that in the walls , r oof , and in f allan 

rocks, there wos a great number of chronoids, (one measuring t" across the stem), 

in fact the more we looked, the more we found. The cave is devoid of formation, 

with the exception of two small pieces of flowstono in the orea of the sump. 

We did not eper,d very l ong in the second cave, es we were sopping wet 

after coming out o~ the first cave . The entrance i s in an outcrop about 20' hig h. 

The entrance itself i s a crack no wider than 18" with" vertical drop of 13' to 

the floor. Once again the walls , r oof etc. are covered with c hronoids , three 

bentwing bats were seen and also a large colony of glow worms. Small stream flows 

into this cave, but it is not rel"ted to the str eam flowing into the other cava. 

Tha entrance to this cave hae been blasted by quarrying. The limestone in the 

area is are drawn from memory and ore not to scale. 

CRC,. (i~A\)£ 1. 
~Hl'\~ ~'f. 

1< . OLivER, . 
r:'l VI$, · 3 I q '7 \ . 

t, 



• 

) 

16. 

ABERCROMBIE CAVES : 7 - 8 Augus t.1971 .• 

Members Present - J.Eager,J.Heat h, D.Hempl e , L.Maguire ,K.Oliver (Trip Leeder), 

K. Werd . 

Object of the trip wes to work in conjunction with B~6C in Bushrangers 

CavD, Ko hinoor, and the Oblique Slit. 

With all members present , Ken Keck (BMSC) and myself r eported to the 

superintendant, Mr . Knox , and after sone discussion, set off for the caves . The 

party moved up into the Grove cave, end four persons were l ower ed into the dig 

commencad on the previous t rip by BMSC . The res t of the par ty then made their 

way to Bushran gers cave and Kohinoor. A field telephone was set up at the begin­

in g of the crawl i n Kohinoor , while tho other wes set uP . about 60' inside Bush-, .. 
range r s cave , from hera , two-way redio would be used into th .. Pulpit chamber. 

On setting up the Radio Direction Finding unit, it "as found that the 

rece iver was not working , sa it WEIS decided that~"e would try to make voice 

contact . After trying this method f or Borne time without success , we decided to 

take the receiver back to camp and try to rapair i t. Aftar "e had mad" temporary 

repairs and had l unch , we again macle our way to the caves . 

With both parties again in Ko hinoor and Bushrangers cave , the RDF gear 

Was again tes ted, then teken up into the far right hand corner of the Pulpit 

chamber . At thi s point, the str onges t signals [licked up were coming from a narrow 

passege. This passage was followed for a distance of 150', where it closed off 

into a tight squeeze. This squeeze could be entered, but only efter B considerabl e 

amount of digging. A second passage par allel t o the first was al so tried, and i t 

was found that the strongest s i gnals ware coming through the wall of the passage 

and at right angles to it. This passage was al so pushes· to about 150'. It is 

almost certain that a connection can be made between Bu s hrangers and Kohinoor, 

but this would require e f air amount of digging. 

It wos al so reported t hat the party digging i n Grove cave had made a 

break through into what seams to be a craek bed. A few river r ocks were removed, 

but rnore gigging will be required here . 

Before leaving on the Sunday , a small party sealed the new entrance to 

Grove cave , opened up on the l ast trip. This was done for two reasons, t he first 

one being t o prevent the f ormati on from dryin g out, and to prevent illagal entry 

to the cava, 

K.OLIVER . 
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COMBINED CRC TRIP - I1Y ANBENE : 1 - 3 October,1971. 

Members Present - G. Bruce , L. George , J . Eager, R.Roche, L.Ma gui re , K.Ward , 

K.Oaiver (Trip Leeder),I.Cook( VSA ),J. Deerl ove , K. Morgan , T.Lynch, 

and K. Molloy (all STCCC). Al so on the trip were members of 

BMSC and MSS . Other parties in the area i nc luded UN5W5S,BCA and 

a few fweelence groups. 

The main idee of the trip was to f emiliarise ourselves with the caves in 

the area . Wyanbane, Cheitmore and t4arble Arch ware all l ooked at , with the 

highlight of the .,eekend being the descent of Big Hole. 

K. OLIVER . 

EXPEDITION TO WESTERN VICTOR IA end SOUTH AUSTRA LI A : 25 December 1971 -11 Jan 1972. 

Members Prasent - G.Bruce, J.Deane, J . Eager, S.George , T.Lynch, K. Molloy , G.Oekes, 

K.Olive r (Trip Leader), and D.Perkins(S.S . S) . 

Following interest expressed by new members of the club about the Western 

Victorie - Neracoorte eeeas , it Was decided to run a third expedition south the 

following Christmas. 

Le tters were sent to CEG (SA ) and the various property ownars , and within 

3 months , el l was i n readiness . 

The itinerary was ; 

25 .1 2.71 Le ave f or Albury 

27 , 12. 71 Leave for Skipton 

28. 12.71 Mt.Hamilton then Mt . Eccles 

29 .1 2.71 - 1.1.72 Mt . Eccles 

2.1.72 - 7.1.72 Naracoorte then return home . 

Due to commitments on Christmas Day, it Was impossible for all to leave 

together, so i t Bas then planned to meet at Al bur y on the 26th December. 

Renault 8 containin g Deane, Pe rkins and Oliver l e f t Sydney on the 25th, 

----and stayed overni ght at Bill Patrick s home in Canberra. 

1'th Demember. Left Cenberra at 8.1 5am and met up with tha others at 

Ettemogah, then proceeded into Albury whe re wo made camp for the nig ht. 

27th December. Left Albury and headed for Skipton. On reaching the Mt. 

11idderin property, we reported to Mr.Notmam, who then directed us over t o the 

shearers quarters. After settling in, we kitted up and entered t he cave . 
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Tima s pent in thi s cave was 1t hours ( s ee description of cave with map 

Expedition to vlo s t e r n Victoria and the Mt . Gambier-NarBcoorte Area . vi. Patrick . 

Calcite Jan-June 1970.) 

28th Decomber . Having packed our belongings , the party set off for Mt . 

Ecc l es , going via Mt.Hamilton. After finding the property owner, and obtaining 

his permission to visit the caves, we drove t o the bese of Mt .Hamilton end then 

climbed to the craters edge. We then proceeded to the caves. Although only half 

of tho main cave was looked a t, 3r hours wer" spe nt in it. Sausage and Insect 

caves were a l so l ooked at . (Cave De scriptions in Ca lcite Jan-June 1970 ) . Arrived 

at Mt.Ecclas at about 7 . 0opm. 

29th.-JLE!E£.m.~.f.!... As Mt. Eccles .,as to be a base camp for a few days,ond 

we had driven s omo 760 miles in three days , this became a rest day, with the 

group walking a r ound La ke Surpris e, paying a visit to Tunnel cave and going 

into Macarthur for suppli es . 

~De!2:LI1),'2~,- Drove out from ~lt . Ecc les to the Byaduk l ava flow, a 

distance of 12 miles . Caves ente red were Te rrace, Turk, Church, and Harman 

and Harman 2. Fern cave W8S a l s o looked at but not entered as a 3-4 foot tiger 

snake .,as observe d just be low " he re the l add e r would have been pitched. We 

then made our ~Jay back to r"it . Eccles. 

31 st D"c,,_~ The group drove over to ins pect the Gothic cave which is 

a narrow but dee p l ava cana l ope ned at both onds but ,<ith approximately 150' of 

uncollaps ed roof. The party then moved over to the Shaft, a small cone with a v 

pitch of s ome 70' f oet . Once inside the Shaft, the visitors book was signed 

and photographs teke n. 

Returning to camp, the party set off for Tower Hill another volcanic 

crater situated on the Princes Highwey between Port Fairy and Warrnembool. \te 

then made our way back to Port Fairy to see the New Year in. 

1 st January,_ Aft",r loading t he gear into the cars, the group l eft Mt . 

Eccles and -.heoded for Mt . [;ambi("!r, t a king in Portland and C ape Bridgewater on the 

way. At Cape Bridgewater, lime stone cliffs were seen, and an overhang next to 

the road looked at, but due to tha r est of the group wanting to get to Mt.Gambier, 

no further time could be s pe nt he re . \' e arrived a t Mt.Gambier at about 7. 30pm 

and set up c a mp . 

~JanuaF~ Af te r a quic k look at Browns ,C aa ter and Leg of Mutton l a ke s , 

we were ogain on t he road. 

On arriving at Na r eccorto , ""'8 checked in with David Hawke and Peter Tunbridge, 

then set up our g3ar in the CEGSA hut. Following tea, Peter and David took us 

through Victori a Cave ( S- 2 ) with a pa rty that had come up from Mt . Gambier with 

Fred Aslin . 

3rd Janu ar y. Caves looked a t during the day were Cathederal ( 5-11-12), 

Bl ackberry(5-7-·G)and in the e ve ning Womba t(S-122). 
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4th Janyerx. The morning was spent in Naracoorte taking on supplies, and 

having the cars serviced. On returning to t he reserve, David Williams (C6G5A) took 

us down Fox Cave (5-33), some 5+ hours were spent in this ceve. In the evening, 

Tomato-Sticks (5-9- 10) was also looked at. 

5th Jenuary. The day started with e trip down Little Victoria (5-73), and · 

after e tiger snake scare, three of us succeeded in getting into Beekeopers (S~14), 

but only to get es far as the sump. Following tee Peter & Devid lad a trip into 

the Victoria cave extensions. Time spent in here was 5 hours. 

6th Januery. Set off in search of send Funnell (5-7), and after It hours 

sBarching, finally located and entered it with 3~' of ladder. Of the thrae hours 

spent in this cave, two were spent exploring its low pesseges. That evaning, the 

group was teken to the entrance of Bat cave (5-3) to photograph the bats coming 

out. Victoria (5-2), Alexandra(S-4), end Blanche (S.5), ware also looked et. '. 
7th Ja, After packing up our belomgings, six of the party made their 

way to the Barosae Valley , leaving Dianna, Julie and mysal~ to head back towards 

Victoria to do some more caving. Lunch was had at Mt.Gambier followed by an 

enargetic climb up the slopes of Mt.5chank. After walking arollnd .the craters adge, 

and having a look at the Little Blue Lake, we made a hurried trip across the border 

to heve a look at t he Princess Nargarat Rose ceves , but due to the variations in 

local time,,· ·we found that wo had missed the last tour by e ITlBre 25 minutes. We 

arrived et Port Fairy at 7.30pm and set up camp. 

8th January.. Left Port Fairy and drove to Werrnombool, in the hope of 

obtaining information on the location of the Lake Gillear Guano cave. The only 

cove that anyone seemed to kncVJ anything about wes down near Thunder Point. This 

turned out to be a sea erGded cava measuring sorno 8'wide by 6'long by 7'high. Up 

in the roof was e reptillian footprint measuring approximately 18" by 12". 

Finally the ar ea VJithin which thB Guano Cave was situated was found, but 

being unable to locate the property o.mer, we decided to keep going, Our next 

stop was Childers Cove, where we fought a scrub fire for an hour or so, be fora 

pressing on toward Port Campbell, taking in the sights of the Bay of Islands, 

London Bridge, the Arch and Thunder Cave. After setting up camp at Port Campball, 

we set off to watch the Mutton Birds returning in their hundreds to Mutton Bird 

Island. 

9th J~~~ Having left Port Campbell, we stopped briefly at Loch Ard 

Gorge and the Twelve Apostlms, turned inland and headed for Porndon. Porndon Arch 

cove was looked at, but we were unable to locate the Rubbish Cave. It was then 

decided to try to have a look at the cave At Parwan. On arriving at Becchus Marsh, 

we found it impossible to find a camping spot,so wa finally ended up camping on 

a football ground. 

10th January. After l eaving Bacchus Marsh, and driving 11 Miles to Parwon, 
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,',' '" 

we hod no troubl e finding the property on which the dave was located . After seeing 

the property owner , and following his directi~ns on how to get to the ceve, we 

enterud it, had a good look around, and took sci';'" I10re photos . Time s pant in this 

cave was 1+ hours. 

on returning to the surface ~~ packe d , our gear into the car, and d r ove 

the 510 miles t o Canberra, the time b~king' us 10 hours . On our arrival in eanbor ra 

wa were kindly put up' , for the night by Bill, ,,'nd Bess Patrick. 

The following ,morning wo l eft on t he" l ast leg of our journey , the 
'\1 

trip back to Sydney. 
" '¥: 

" ; . . 
.. ' ,{", 

! ' 
" \ ,: 1 , ; 

\ . ~ . :" : . ! : ; 

Many thanks ;nust .. go t o CEG( SA'), for making ,the necessary ' auange lOOnts 
, " 

with propert y owners;and 'the South Austr a li,ar') Tourist Bu~eau for making this 

trip the success that, 'it , was , Also tha nk s ~~st go to Petdr Tunbridge, David Hawke , 
. • • ~ J \ ! 

a nd David Williams for s'howing us aro'und t he ' area , and a l so,.'! the many property owners 

who a lloeed us to'" ii s i t the c ~v'es on 'thair : ia'~d . Finally thanks to Bill Petrick 
; ! ;, • • 

for information anel maps given t'b us for the'"tpp. 
,I 

'. \ \ " \' 

~:mbeJ;s present : 

K.Harris (MSS) . 
; 

~ ,j '" 

'''-, '" ", 

Tho' main objectives of the with 
\ ~ t 

the c aves that we had ' not seen ' befor e , and to cbrry out s urface e~plbration . 

, Main " Cliefde~ (CL.1.) was antered wes' :~n tered, ~ndtfi~ :party moved down 

to th~ ~ Boot Room going vi~, the Laurell Roqn\;" th1.n thi;~~~~\ ;~ t,ha f~; end of the 

cave , but ' 'Qot.hing new seen_\,'.. . '1'. ;<' "\'" . ",: " '\ . 
' Murder, (CL. 3.) wa'~\looked , ~'t " out ' sin~e we , had not :'bas'n into lihe cave 

before, we did not get any f~rther thJh the:' seco~d , l arge cha\nbe~, The side 

chamber~ were al so \ooked at~ 'a'nd pHotos ta~en . : . . . .~~ . 

COLONG CAVES. 

\ \, , 

\ ' " , 
~ \ \ 

2,9":3f:lth April 

" 

' \ 
;\ 
'I 

19't2~ 

\,1 

K. Oliver . 

~..\ :", , ~mb~rs present: J.Heeth, D. Hemp l ,,;, R. r"'Ij.ller, K. Oliver.( T/ L). 

The ai m of the trip was to continu$ exploration of the side passages of 
: ;7;\1 . >~ ; 1; :j '",i t he system. 

The party arrived at Batsh Camp at 5. 30pm, kitted up and began to wa lk 

out to the caves, f inally arriving at the base of the Arch at 7.00pm. Afte~ setting 

up camp and having some tea, we were in the c ave b,V 9.00. 
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A quick inspection was made af, the river passage beyond the Piano. It ,', 

had been noticed that on our way to the ceves, that tha efflux was running unusually 

high, .Denca" the. re'1SO[l ' fa. ou.r visit ,to this ,section of the ceve. It was obserwd 

tha t this passage had more water flawm,g thr"ugh it then had been 'sean an eny af 

our previous trips . Al so a ,1",1'g8 number of" bats were observed. ,irt '\:;6s ' the first timu 

th"t", we, ,!tl'd seen , bats in .' this section. 

The party then quickly made its wey , to the canyons just before Woofs 

Cavern gqing vie tho Ter;mcos and the Sharks Mouth . The party made its way down 

the canyons, and , upon raaching: the Beech Chamber, the party bogan 'to move around 

the : wa+lsq~B~hing for passageways. One ' passage was found,and upon entering it, 

a bubblin,g ,;,sound could be hr,ard . After crawling for some distance, then going through 

a tight ' squeeze , wa came upon a sump which was s l mll y draining. 

,At ' this point, the group movad 'back i nto jlha main chamber, through the 

' maz~ , and into another chamber whe re a l arge sump being fed by ,a small straam was 

), s'eeh,,' Two af us decided to. fo llow thi~ straam. ' After crawling 'for seime 70 ',- 80 ' 

thi,s:,~passage 'appear ed to. open up. After trying to. push upward for someti me , it 

was decid,ed to return to. the stream and to push' i t as far ' es' passible. About 70' 

further on, the stream finished aff in enather sump, leaving the only possible 

woy on, and that "as to. go. up. Furth"r progress .ms hampered by a tight squeeze 

and the raof appeared to be very unstable. ',:50 , b~/ mu'tual' co;.''''''~nt, we , in~dll ' our 

way ba!,k , t ,a the , attt.rs. '" .. , '.L~, , , ':. 

,Qnour',way;back, ' we ' went via Woaf 'S Cavern notiCing a gr"et "amount af 

vandalism and littering . 

We arrived beck on tho surface at 5.30am. 

CLIEFDEN. 

~mb6i1's present: J. Heath, ;,K,;Oliver ' (-TIL). 
I" 

" " 

The aim of the trip was to commence digging :tn the 'Cave lacated 'on 

the , previaus trip. (See report previaus page) • 
" , ':' ~ .. 

.Dn arriving at ' the, 'property ,' camp was set up next to L im.';-ston'" Creek; ' 

then after ',tea, went up to. ' BrucEls" and s ho';"d sii des of our s'ariie:t trips ' to. the ' " .. : 

, ( . 
' .~ ~ .. ' ". r . ;.,'-, . ',," 

, The fallowing morri:nng :1!he digging equii:imimtwas' 'taken" over' to" the c avo 

... and work cammenced. Appraximately 12 ' af pas sa-ge .;"s 'added ' to. t He ' cavi , ' a~d there 

is a , good chahch, af' breaking , ihta "mare ' passa ge , ' b~t "th'i9 'wi'U ' te'q'uirii ' iibr~ ' digging. 

';" , ,", The caVe wos mappedi ta "grana 4. "" 
. . ~ ' ,' i 

,; 

CLIEFDEN. " , .,: ' 

t'embers present : J.Bane , D.Glonvilla, R.Halt, M.Johnson, R.Miller', k .Oliver , 

N.Patrick , T.Patrick, ' B. Patrick and M . • lcbb. 

?aturday 2nd. After a s amewhat l a te s tart , the party sat aff far 

Trapdoar (CL.4.)ta familiarise aurselves with the cave, s arno 4t hours were spent 

... ", . ', .. p" ~ .•.. , -' .. 
'-' " 

, 
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here, . but no new. p~Bsages could be locat·ed. On the' way back to' camp, the ent­

rance to Ya rrowigoh waS ' found but: not. e ntered • . .' , 

That evening, s lides wa'1Q shown to the Dunhilis. 

Sunday 3rd •• Following a request from Bruce,two of us t ook some visitors 

down Main Cliafden (CL.l.) for the purpose of photography. 

Bruce l a ter pointed out a small collapse on the ridge 

opposite the new cave, ·and . this will be looked a t, at a l ater da te. 

Leter. in the afternoon, .·a party entered Murder (CL.2.); It 

was noticed that thie c ove was conside r abl y . drier than on any of our eariler 

trips ,end it appeared that several rock s had fallen from the roof in the section 

above the llmall drop • . This matter waS reported to b oth Mr. Dunhill and 055 . 

., 

Monday 4th. Surfoce trogging of the outcrops along Davy's creek Wes' " , ' 
c a rriad out, bu.t nothing turned up. An interesting .feature wils ' noted along " 

Davy's ;!Oreek that being the ve r y l a rge rim pools cutting ' acrmis ', thil treek '·itse lf • 

. By Berl y: aftBrnoon, the party ha.d packed up and vac'ated the ·area. · 

, i K.Oliver. 

C LIE F.=!D=.E~N _.....!.1.;..2-::.1!...:3:..;.~N~o'-'!v.""e m~b:'.!e~r-...!.1.t..9.!.:72""-• .. 'J .. ' 

Members present: J.Bone, J .Deone, R.Holt, K.Oliver(T/L), R.Thompsori; 

The object was .t o · try and ,clean .up s a ine of . the formation in "Boonderoo, 

and to talk to Mr. Dunhill. about the possibility of holding s' Nibicon field .• 

trip in the area . 

After breakfast, the party kitted up and headed for Boonderoo (CL.3) 

rle headed straight to t he Blue Stalactite Chombe r whe re it was proposed to 

clean the Blue Stelacti to as well as other pieces of formation. 

To clean the formation, .a s ponge , · metal .dish and 4 half gallon containers 

of water were ta.k'l n into the cave , . 

Unfortunately we were unable. to ge t the ra sults wa wanted with ' tt-e ·Hlua ,-, 

Stalactite, as a l ayer of c a lcite has .covered some .of the mud, however 'wa ' were more 

s ucces,!ful wi ttl the stal agmite directly belQw . Although it took some 40 . minutes to 

get the mud moving, this was compl etely clea ned , but this method of cleaning was ' 

limite d to use on sl]looth calcitu .... ~lud on the. fqrmation ·that was 'either pitted or 

had miniture rim pools, had to be left. 

On _conferring with Bruce l ate r on , we were happy to find o'ut that riot only' 

was he happy to have a Nibicon field trip in. the aree , but he al so offered one of 

the houses on the property for accomodati on . 

Before l eeving , a party entered Trepdoor (CL. 4 . ) to try to get through 

the sq ueeze e t the e nd of the cove. 0ut likl' . s oman;r other attempt" , t his one 

a l so f ailed. 
, , . ..: 

. ' , K. Oliver • 
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