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Coming Trips 

Yarran gobilly 

Cliefden 

Buchan 

9-10 July 
(Cl eani ng in Y5 8 ) 

17-18 Sept eldber 

October Long Weekend 

Bill \ialla ce 

Judy Batema n 
( 062)490412( ~ork) 

In addi tien , Yarrangobi_lly trips ar e held at approximately 
4-weekly intervals . 

~~~ey Coming Trips 

Unknown. 

Meehn~ 

21 July 

) Jtt£m __ lge Sydn ey Branch 

6 Mos ely Pl ace, Kambah. A. C. T. 

Thre e members of Sydney HCG travelled as members of 
Saint Geor c;e Ar ea Caving Team to Tasmania and did Ka zad Dum 
and Exit Cave over Easter . No further de t ails from the 
three: D. Stenson , S . Bunton, and G. Smith . 
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From th e Ed itor 

Newsletters of any kind ar e interestin g thin gs. Mos t 
of their potential r ecldero conSider tha t und er all 
c ircumsta nc es it will be ) roduced hot, fat, and on-time . 
However, none of thes e readers ever seem to wond er where 
said ne\'lcletter origina t es - articles , notes , a nd comm ents 
frOlf those self-same readers . This ed ition mdY seem to 
be at least one month overdue J2B.i ... . . 

The ma teria l be tween the s t a t emen t "Off ic e Bear ers" 
and "From the Ed itor" is t he sum total of material submitted 
by the due dat e. All el se has been done now . 

Do you peasants want a Newsletter? 

... ..... 

Seems that cavin :,; i n the Northern Territory 
i s a NO-·NO. A mGmber up there on t empor ary 
exile (a fully paid up AoF member e tc Gtc 
blah blah) wa s refusGcl permission to caVG 
in the CUTTA-CUTTA caves r es erve, Ka thc:r i ne , 
despi te normal permi, t application through 
the correct channels.' Vie wonder what thE: 
correct formulae is to ga i.n entry. PGrhaps 
some one in Sydney 1:nOl.'ls . 

. . . . . . . . 
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St. John ' s Ambulan c e Fi rs t Ai d Cour se 
~---- - '" --. .. _-----.. -- ... - .. 

Arran gements have been made for inter es t ed Hi ghland , 
Canberra , members t o at t end a St . John ' s Ambul'lnce First 
Aid course . 

The course starts on Tuesday Se-; tembel' 27 , r uns for 
nine consecut i ve Tuesday nightD a nd occupi es two hours of 
each night. 

A two hour examination will be he l d on the 10th 
Tuesday . 

The course costs $20 per person , and onc e obt ained , 
the certificate r emains curr en t for a period of 3 years . 

As t here i s a gTOUp limi t of 25 per sons , those 
interes t ed are urgeu to con tact Gr eg Martin , work phone 
number 483969 , as soon as poss i ble to obta in enrolmen t 
details . 

. ..... . 
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)'58 - Cle~nl.nL.)?r.()Dam 

Clean in g in Rawlinsons chambcr, Y58, (Janis) continues 
to be the main effort of the Canberra half of HCG. Five 

, trips have bee n run since the last i ssue of Calcite, and a 
~ large volume of work complcted . Rather than attempt to 

write it up a s five individual r eports, an overall pictdre 
f of the progress seems more appropr iate . 
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Following the removal of I)aint , work commenced on 
washing mud from format ion outside the guide wire and 
removin g dirt etc kicked onto the Crystal river. The mud 
problem had a simple but tiring solution. Hash it with 
cold water and "chux" cloth . Progress is slow, but by 
swabbing, wiping and mopp in g , most of the mud can be 
removed. ~'he Crystal river posed a more difficult problem 
however. ~lhe grit and dirt had got down into the crystal, 
and defied all attempts to lift it . It was finally solved 
by the adoption of two old car vacuum cleaners , a couple of 
flexible hosc sections , and a 12V Battery. Presto, it 
worked, and the cUrt is rapidly being removed, in fact, its 
almost complete. 

The compl etion of the survey of the 70 ' pitch from 
Rawlinsons down to NDC (Y7) Vias completed on the l ast trip 
on a combined HCG/CSS trip and final cleaning of the area 
around the top is underway. Once complete, it will be 
closed and hopefully, no longer used. The a lternate route 
from the upper end of Ravllinsons has a lso been closed and 
the muddy track clean ed away down t o the wire barrier. By 
the way, "closed" means a simple , single, wi re marker, and 
it is bein g llone at the direction of the Park Ranger, who 
came down on one trip to assess progress , and to make the 
final decisions. Vie have reached a s t age now when permanent 
reflective taGs, and tape markers to show the end of the 
"wa lk round" sections can be put in some areas , as work is 
virtually complete in those sections . There i s still a lot 
to be done overall, but at last we ca n see progress , and a 
possible end in Sight • 

Reg Bamcnt • 
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Over the l as t few months , HiGhl and Can berra has been 
working on a ) roposal for some scient i f i c s urvey work in 
the Yarran gobilly caves area . 

BaS ically , the a im is to establi s h a record of cave 
temperatur e , humid ity a nd wetness var i a tions; r elat e 
these t o external weather variations and hence obtain an 
id ea of cave climate . 

At tho same time , drip sampl es will be coll ected 
from certain area s and hardness t ests carri ed out in an 
att empt to corr el a t e some growth var i a tions Vii th ext ernal 
r a infall varia tions . 

Other paramet er s wi ll be r ec ord ed for analYSiS , and 
more detai ls of these will become availa ble as the project 
ge t s un der way . 

The study will be carried out in a number of di fferen t 
areas a t Yarrangobilly and a t pres ent we are seeking 
permission from the Kosciusko Nat i onal l'ark Adminis tra to..i 
to begin ':Iork . Once til i s permission is r ece ived , and the 
nec essary metcrologi cal equipment has been pur chased we 
pl an t o have thin gs und er way probably by early spring . 

Suppor t for thi s study has becn received from 
Professor Joe J enn in gs from whose s ugges tions t he projGct 
evolved , a nd from the Yarrangobilly Ra ngers, who have 
been most helpful throughout a l l discussions . 

, ) 

.1 
• 




