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FROM THE EDITOR 

It appears that some members of the ASF do not s ubscribe 
to that body's cod e of ethics. On 0. trip to Yarra ngobill y 
some person went down a cave to take some pi c tur Gs . By 
now Y58 must be onc of the most photographed caves in this 
area. The person in ques tj.on took 0. photograph of a 
magnific en t column in thc Rmvlins on Chamber. To do this 
he first walked on the Crys t ::t l River leaving more muddy 
footprints on clec\l'ol flows t ol1 e , sct up his camera a nd took 
his pictures using flashcubes. We know this because we 
have the flashcubes, The owncr may collect them by 
application to the editor . 

do people r eally wonder why Yarrangobilly is r es tricted? 

COMI NG TRIPS 

Bungonia 
Cliefden 
Buchan 

10 September 
17-1 8 Sep t em ber 
October long weekend 

General mee tin g 
Judy :sa teman (490412W) 

In addition, Yarrangobilly trips are held at approximately 
4-weekly intervals . 

SYTINEY 

Jenolen 

MEETINGS 

1 September 

October lon g weekend Jenny Hopkins 
7 Bor t hwi ck Street 
Minto NSW 2566 . 

1 ~· Bromell Circuit a t Sandy Fristad ' s house 
in \'Ian niassa . 
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FROM THE: SYDNEY BiUJTCH 

The Sydney J-LC . G. ) rogr <:llTIUlG i s :ts l ollows : -

August 6 , 7 
,:,ugust 2 1 
l,ug ust 27 , 28 
SfJptember 10 , 11 

Oc:tober 1-3 

Mud gee 
Me e ting Liverpool 
Tug;l ow 
Bungon i cl-
':Te propose to mee t 
in Becks Gully. 
J e nol:::n - D. permit 

Eva lt Cra bb 
g uide h:::ll 

Rik Tun ney 

C::lI1 b erra H. C . G. 

has be e n obt :tin ed . 

'ile propos G t o print a "Cn v e 5n f uty H:tndbook" , nothin g has 
been done yct but :t few id eas eo uld bc discus sed :t t 
Bungon i a in Sep'ccm ber . 

Ther c is a BUll goni2. d:tne e in l a t e S C}J tcmbcr . 
ge t mor e d e t Clj ,ls on 10/11 Sept8mbel' . This i s 
da nc e but i s :::;e nera lly a g ood nie;b t. 

Rik Tunn e y has ch<~,n ged his address: -

1' . 0 . Box 6 
Dec \7hy 2099 
Home Phone 982 1947 

Yours il1- ~l-ho le 
Dcwid S t enson . 

East er 1977 - G. Smith, S . Bunton, D. Stenson . 

I C2.11 proba bly 
a township 

',i e fl ow to '.rasm,~. li i ::: , Thursda y night we st::',y ed with Tony 
C9.1 berg, tllen l"r i d:::y we wen t t o Exit CCl.Ve . Th8 ]J:J.rty i n 
Exi t ca v a spr c::tcl over two campsites ::en d t e n t,li18s of ca v e 
number ed a bout tw en t y . Exi t cave is bi G ( quote , und er .. 
s t a t emen t, un -quot e ) . UnfortulEttc l y j,n the 25 hours we 
wer e und er gr oun d Vi C Gaw l ess tha n h:tlf th e cav e . 

( contd . ) 
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Saturda y night \10 stewed vi i th ,',nne 'l.n d Stuve. .\ nncln at 
Maydena . Sun day morning John Parker a nd Anno :.nnan l od us 
in to tho Jun ce-,Fl orcn t in 0 ar e:u vlhero ri C \7 0 n t in t o Ko.zQd-Dum. 
This Co.VE; is r 2.thor oold Cl nd wot. John s a id tho.t mor o wa t er 
thCln normQl via s flowin g into tho dolin o . 

12i hours a ft er ontering ICD. we exit od hQving suocessfully 
sumped Aus tro.li '.'. ' s doepost known eo.v o . Here I mo.ko a spec i Ql 
not e of t hQnks to J ohn o.nd Mo.x for th e tro.il m::lrkors which 
eve n in tho midd l e of the night helped us to find our WQy to 
th e roa d bGfor e we froze to de :J.th . 

Tho.t night we s pent o.t Jun ee Homestead a nd on the Monday we 
flew home . 

• •••• 

St. John ' s First Aid Course for Sep t em ber until Christma s is 
now full up . 

· .... 

Mi ko \/e bb t ells the story of a Victorian caver who had 
staplGd his big toes togGther . Apparently hE' d been told 
by:J. Sydnoy t roggy that "if you cun ' t lick them, joi n them" . 

· .... 
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A VIORLD OF C:, VEG 

The flo. H omo Di strict ! New .Zea.lo.nd 

On New Zeo.,la.nd ' s Horth I sl<1nd, beneo.th the rugged King Country 
hillsid e , studd ed by wea therwor ll limestone outcrops , nrc a 
Vo.s t o.nd l a.r gely uncharted s eri es of C:WlS , including three 
which ho.vc been opened to the public - Ruo.kuri, •• r a.n ui a.n d 
'ifaitomo (Glow-worm ) . 

I n 1887 , V/o. i t omo c~we ( 2 ) wa.s first explored by Ta.an e 'l' i n or[',u , 
the local Maori Chiefta.in , o.nd }1'red Mcm , ::\11 j,ssis tant Surveyor . 
They en t ered the Glow-worm Grot t o section of the eo.ve by the 
river entranc c o.nd from th er e explored the other levels of the 
cave. Immedio.te interes t was shown in their discovery , o.nd 
from 1887 until 1907 vis itor s wer e entering the Grotto by 
canGO through the river en tra ncc. AftClr cross in g the s tr eam 
by means of a footbridge they climbcd up t hrough thc cave t o 
tho uppcr entrance which i s some 18 me tres o.,bove the river. 
Wooden and rope l adders were used to climb from one l evel t o 
a nother, with t o.llow candles carried to light the way, o.nd 
magnes ium flo.res to i llumin o. t e specio.l fu ::: tur Cls . 

The caves a t V/a. i tomo havc been forlilcd in limes tonE; which, a.bout 
30 million yeurs a.go , wa.s a sandy a ccumulat ion of broken s hells 
a nd coro.l on the floor of a largu b:,y of thu suo. . TlJ i s limey 
sand I'/a.S l ater buried by othur s and c.nd fJi l t o.nd t he wat ~r wc.s 
extrud ed fr om it. The s hell und cora.l fro.gmen ts Vl ere compacted 
a nd cemented i nto dense , hard , crystnlli ne l imestone with 
insoluble gr ni ns gnther ed into thin, horizonta.l beds . Near 
the caves , fl ,:1gstonG outcrops of lime fJ tonG conta.in some foss ils 
of gi o.nt oys t ers Qnd gi ant scallops. 

Over many millions of yeo.rs the ra.n Ge of rugged hills to the 
west of Ha.i tomo ros e from bt:noa.th tho s eQ . The very l a.re;e 
arou of crysta.lli ne limestone cra.ckod into smuller pi eces und 
un even mounta.in uplift fuult cd the rocks into a. series of 
mile··wide steps rising towc:r ds the west . Forest thCt t [(r ow on 
the l a nd prod uced so il acids tha t seeped into the cracks in 
tho limes tone and enlCtrged them by di ssolvin g the rock. Bel ow 
the ground a. t a level wher e eVClry spa.ee within the rock was 
fi lled with wa. t cr , l ur ger tubes and eaves wore di s solvGd by 
the a.cid wuter . Th i s period of cuvc deve l opm ent can be secn 
in the upper l evcl s in the Glow-worm Cave where ther e ur e 
rounded l)C1.ssage·-ways und num er ous narrow wall r eCGs s es . 

(con t d . ) 
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The Ylaitomo District , NewZ eal:J.nd ( contd .) 

The l ev cl of the seQ hQS risen a nd 10.11en severa l times 
dur ing tho i ce aGes of thG past (1 ill ion years . \"!h en SE;a 
leve l s were 101V str eams cut deepcr vo.lleys - a nd deeper 
caves , USUQlly nc~rr oVi a nd high l i k c Ruc:.kuri COove . During 
these times , the ctreQm flowinG thro ugh t he Glow-worm Cave 
cut deeply into its l imes t one bed. Sorde l arge coilin g blockS 
l Oot er e ol lOops ec1 into the lower spaec, to form Oobove them the 
CQthodral which disrupts par t of the uppermost passage . 
Enormou s hoo.ps of rocks fel l from the ceiling of Ruakuri Cave . 

Vigorous v olcanic eruption s in the Rotorua-Ta upo dis trict 
spread d ust a nd s a nd over much of the Nor th I s l a nd , a nd this 
quickly was h ed into the ca vcs and va lleys - Ara nui Ca ve 
conta in s thick depOSits of s uch s odime nts. The s ea returned 
to near its present l ev e l. Ac i d soepage wa t er gathered a bove 
the limeston c and dripped down to c ut vertical flut ed s haft s , 
like the 'l'omo, which passes through th e upper l eve l and j oins 
the l ower l eve l in the Glow-worm C2.vc. Most of the s t a l ac tites 
a nd stala[9Ylit es bega n form in g a t this time . 

The a nnual r a infc:.ll a t Viaitomo is hea vy , averaging approx­
ima t e ly 180-1 90cms . This r a infa ll a nd the nOo tura l bush 
coverin g pla y a n i mporta nt part in the c;rol'lth of the sta l a cit es 
a nd st ::>. l a[!1ll it es . The limestone rock whi ch forms the caves i s 
cliss olvIC d by tho a ction of ru.imv ~, t er med e ac id by co.rbon 
dioxi de which is sU'pplied by the soil ::md deca yin g vego t a tion . 
Massed roo ts of thc bus h [H;l p r egul a t e tho f low of wa t er into 
the c Oove - the: slower the f101V of water the more: s a tura t ed 
with lime (Co. l c ium carbonate , Ca C03 ) i t be comes . In the cave 
Cl t mospheru , the a cid In t er r e l eas es carbon d i oxid e (3), 
l ei.1Vin g minut e depos i ts of lime: . Ovor thous a nds of years , 
thos e depos j_ t s hc.ve produc ed the [;Tcat va.ri e ty of formation s 
seen in the C~VC S I 

The Vla i tomo d i strict .i s one of the r:la in ccntr e:s f or Cilv e 
explora tion in New Zea l a nd. In the a r ea a re C8.V"S of varj.ous 
Si 3CS , many vl i -eh u lid er gr o utJl1 s tr uams ,-\Ild som" a t thes bottom 
of de ep ve:rtica l s ha ft s . Three ],i10mcte:r s \'Jost of Wai tomo 
is Gard ner ' S Gut , NeVI ZeQ1.J.nd ' s l ot1l!cst CClV8 , vlith 10km . of 
passages a nd 10 known ont r ::mccs. ]I. f cvl lcilomuters avmy i s 
Hollow Hill, 2. ca.vu with the l nr {;ost ca vcrn in New Zeal and , 
mensuring 244 meter s (800 f ee t) 1011g , 73 m" ters ( 240 feet) 
wid e a nd 34 meters (114 f ee t) high. 

( con td . ) 
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Tho Waitomo Distrj.ot •• _1Jcw Ze~::l- cmd (o ontc1 .) 

New Zoa l and ho.s Cln Clotive Spe l oo l0e>io;J,l Sooiety with 
oons ti tuon t I';roups through out the ooun try. Further in forma tion 
on trogging i n N.Z. 0[U1 bo obta inod by writing t o the Hew 
Zealand Spe loogioa l Sooiety , P.O. Box 22-196, Ota huhu, 
Auokla nd. 

NOirES 

1 (a ) I intend t o wake this a regular fe c. ture, but ha ve 
a lr e;J,dy enoount ed th o probl~n of fi ndin g suita ble 
ma t eriCll. Should a nyone have ony books or mClCCl zin e 
artiol es Oil this par tioular tC;:J io could th ey oontao t 
me (Greg !,,\ctr tin). My work number is 483969 a nd 
:::;~~dr ..... c.o ?96· I::'..u7/~ l L ". Cr (' ::J Ln '~ , I'iGl-.lcr . '. A. e . To 

( b) This piJ.rtioul Clr artiole s or.Yos a double purpose in 
that it presents a l es s tochnioally oritSntc:.ted 
oxplctna tion of spoloogenetio theory a s well CIS 
d escribing tho Via itomo kars t Clrca. For a more 
demcltldin e discussion of cavo devolopmont soe: 
J onnings , J . N. "CClves Around CLlnlJerrCl ", 
Aus trctli..';'-l1._?2~l c olor;io::tl Fed.2.ro:t.ton Guido book 
Numbor 1. Deoembor, 197~ 

2 . KERMODE, L. O. "WLl i tomo CClVC Country", 

3. 

VICli tomo CavGs New ZC '11a nd Piotorial PublioCltions Ltd. 
ELlS h n-eJi-, ]I), Z-:'"'--

Aooordin G; to Jol1n Brush nnd Do b Nioo lffi in their 
"Guidebook to the Caves of SoutheCls t crn N. S.V/. a nd 
E::tstcrn , VictoriCl", ""\ speo i a l \'Ic:.rnin g is given hor e 
on t he prcs eno e of foul a ir CIt Dun t onia: high 
oono entru tions of Carbon Dioxi de (C02) a ccompa nied 
by 2.. low conccntr~tion of 02. Tho oombination is a t 
bost unplcCls::tnt .. ..• a t its worst , Intal. Its 
generally presont in tho lower r eaohes of the oaves .•• 
sufficient to put out ma tches, oa use hca dnohes a nd 
l c.bo ur ed br oa'i;hing • • .• il box of m::t tohes s hould a lways 
be ourried I'lhi l o oClvi ng u t BunGonia .••• if the mutch 
will nr + liGht do not pan io, but 80ve t o a mor e 
h Galthy' areu of thocClvG." 

(oontd.) 
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As f a r o.s I kn ow, this is the on ly locnl cC\ving ar en whcre 
foul a i r COl;]llOnly occurs. Howcvor, i t is :.lso found a t 
lYLe Jasper in -chlo section of Dog Lcg immedin tcly beyond the 
wat er tri.lp L ' the wClt er level is high, Gls o io Church CClv e 
o.nd 'l'hermCll Pool Cavc. 

• •••• t •• 

A VISIT TO GNOMEIlOME - ---,--' 

0930 on Cl Sundny mornin~ . 

The roar of smni-r.lOdified f nmily s edo.ns shook the s l eepy 
village of Bung-in - Door . No , it wns not the comm e nc emen t 
of the '77 MOll::',ro 1000 Roc.d RZl. ce but the bccinnin ,z of the 
Trot SquCld ' s d,].y -i;ri-1J to the Gn omedome . 

The signCll wns g ivcm ::lnd in n L8 Mans :Jtyle st::lrt th e five 
H dr i vcrs 11 le::tp t in to the ir pulsCl tin g niO.chin es o.l1d t h" 10co.l 
dogs r :::.11 f or cover . 

Po.st Lak e; Geore;e, over the r :.ilwc y ( 0;2.te:3 opened in r ecord 
tim e by a fl ee t-foot lod fGTnc;, l c fGrr8t from Fisber who made 
sure the gat es wer e cloSGd after so the tra ins coul dn ' t 
ge t out), nnd i nto th e pnddoeks. ThOll dis::ls t er struck -
A J1'eoce ! Yes folks, 0. devGstCltiog blow ! Some unscr upulous 
plus totCllly inc on sidcrnte ( to cavers and ,QlUn t e ur r Clci ng 
drivers) gr ::lzicr Il::ld constructed multi- s ".;r::tnd, e i ght ga uge 
( ::lnd bnrbed) \"lir e defensive p 8r i me t crs ::lr o undth c t ::lr [;e t 
a r e::l . Not to bc t hw:::.rt cd , thc fcarlGss comma nd o str uck the 
d e f ences a nd prGv~,il c d dcsp i t e hC::lvy l08sGs. i. c . c. 
tncticQl rctr(;Qt rins ordered. Foll or, i ll,,; the .furry f Qur ­
eyed fr cQ.kGdout fiend in th e fizzli nc fir e r Gd "FoobQroo ' 
plus four C::lrs full of frustrated c:wcrs fin::llly fo und 
themselves . 

Behind lics the fe nc es , two ka ll (;::lrO OD , f our C;o.lo.hs a nd ::l 
trogsui t but rlhe::.d J.1GB HirvC'.no.. The gnl a nt bnnd ,J.ppro ~lched 
the en t r ::tnce with x/c . 

( contd.) 
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TRIP REPORT: EXIT CAVE ( Tosmon i a ) 

7 Mqy---1977 

L0ader : Roy Skinn er . 
Porticipon t s: Li z Hurst (UNS':fSS) , Pe t er !V!c:.crow (SANPVIS) , 

Ross Moy (Victor i a n NPS) , Dr. J ohn Vla t son 
( VIA DGpt. Environmen t a nd Con servo tion ) , 
Ro bert Cerover ( Tas . NPYIS ), o.nd Mark Eo.11om 
(HCG) . 

We l eft Hobart CI t 80 .m. ond Llrrivcd c,t the c8.r po.rk a t o.bout 
10a .m. Roy t hen Guided us o.l ong a 3km. trc.ck which he , a nd 
members of TCC had c ut from dens e scrub cc few year s ogo . 
The cav e was entered a t obout 11 a.m . VIe we nt thro uGh the 
gat e, o lon g em upp er l ev e l passoge to the right of t he 
str eam, crossing it twic e until the usual camps ite 1 was 
reo.ched. My f irst thoughts were of thE! ca ve ' s s i ze . Bes ides 
be in g t ho lon ges t Austr a l i a n ca ve ( 16km . a t presen t), the 
passages a r e c.lso enormous , par ticularly a long the s tr eom 
passage where cavern Si zes wer e in tho order of 100 f ee t 
acr oss c.n d 80 feet high . 

Having r ested br i e f l y , we crossed the stream D.CCl in, then 
climbed up a c ouplo of s id e passages to view the f ormo.t i ons . 
Unlike the orysta l tra nsluc Gnt forma t ions s uch a s thos e 
f ound a t Yarr ctn gobilly , the fo r mations o.ppear somewhot 
cho.lky. There is a ls o l a r ge o.r 8:1.S coven,d b,Y "moonmilk " , 
a soft er cD. lcite ior mot i on t hought t o loG ca us ed by b::l.Cter i a . 
It lS i ves t he impr ession of whi t o cor :ll gTovling on thG muddy 
f l oor. Some of the form:l-cions seUl i nclud e the "ba llroom", 
"c olumn odes" a nd t h e "pcnd ulum" . The pendu lum is a ctua lly 
moonmi l k growin g on t hc end of 0 8tro.w . 

Vie then proceeded ba ck down to the s tr ema of t he bG/; i nn in g 
of t he first rockpi_le . Lft er crossin[; the s treom o.go.in we 
went through the "hc,mmer" pa ssage , then ba ck dOVin t o the 
s tream ac;ain. On the way ou t we stopped nCQr the entra nc e 
t o observe. th e spec"i;.].c ula r displa'y of C;lovi worms a bove the 
s tream . Vie l eft the cove o. t o bout 4p. m., [;e ttin g b:\ck to 
the ca r s as d·J.rkness fe ll. It is indeed a spc:ctac ula r cov e 
::lnd worthy of pr escrv::l tion - D.nd a visit should you go ther e . 

Mark Ha llam - 6/5/77 . 




