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!trelcome again readers to the pages of tf Caleiteil. frCalclterr has
been the newsl ett er of iIC G f or over a decad e , the l1lst ory and
past ed.itors of which have e scaped me.

I have now inherlted the task of edltlng the new '?Calciterr, a
task of whlch I am proud. I{owever, from past experience as a.

newsletter ed"ltor, I have reallsed a d isproportionate amout of
work 1s required in thi s po sit ion, the bulk of whlch entail s the
writing of the newsl et ter oneself . f arm not going t o wrlt e thi s
newsletter. f dontt lntend to d"o any more work on the newsletter
than 1s nec essary. So if you want a good newsl et t er, if ]rou
want your mat erial includ ed. , then send lt to me on tirne , an6
wer1l all live happily ever after"

IiC G stl1I produc es the rrJournaltr when there is suff lclent
flnished work to waryent i-t. t'Calcit ert 1s the newsletter and as
such conta.ins it ems of interest and trip report s which d ocument
the found.ati.ons upon whlch the finlshed work 1s built.

This issue reflect s the curyent intere st s of the members of the
club. We have artlcal s eonc erned v;ith conservatlon in
partieular l,,dyanbene Cave, which f f eel 1s one of the best caves
in NSW. We have trip report s regaroing Tuglow, the management
of which i-s a. concern to the members of the club and. should
concern all cavers. lale have reports f rom l,trdgee, a,n o1d IICG
stamping ground. and an area, of lrnmense 1nt erest to geomorph-
ologist s" All 1n all this rrCal-clt eft refleet s the. inspirati-ons
a,nd- end eavours of the club members and rllustrates how well the
club 1 s going,

Good cavlng HC G and good d ocumentatl on "

St ephen 
- Br,rnit on

????????????????????

Thef AI so Serve<l

, (Those who assisted in the.productlon of this newsletter. )

Evalt Crabb, Chris Dunnee Rlk Tunncy.

C-'.j,tr.r-t;

EDITORIAI
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Phoenix Cave l^Ias dug from the surface by members of HCG in
Aprll 1974. After breaklng through, the eave was explored for
100m of passage to a depth of lOm. f,he passage was generally
sua1l and awkward. Progress was stopped, by a squeeze (Iater
found' to be 15n long) and high levels of coe. Members noted a
remarkable display of etched fossils throughout the cave.

ft ''was rdeoided r o 1 t o publlsh the d.i scovery of the cave in the
hope of restrlcting traffic, In Lgl4 members of StGACf were
shown the cave, and belng small suceeeded 1n getting through the
squeeze and,.-d.:[q-covering a further 34Ow of cave to a depth of TOu.
IrTews of the discovery soon got around. d.espite effort s not to
have the location revealed..

IIUSI'G vl'slted the cave shortly afterwards and noted a rernarkablefossll to which they returned the "fblLowing 
weekend wlth a-

palaeontologlst (R. wilson pers. comm. ). However, in the lnterimthe f ossil had been removed.. No-one has yet claimed., responslbll-

Durlng the survey of the cave a silverfish was collected
( suitrr j-9t75) and thls has sj.nce been f ound to be a new specles
which is found ln a number of carres at Bungonia. rt has not
been found outside of Br.rngonla Caves. Initially there was a
large population of thls silverflsh in 860 " also a large numberof cave-crickets was noted. ln the twillght zone. such large
numbers are unusual at B*ngonia and early 1n Lg77 G1e*n campbell(urswl began a long-ter& study of the ecolory of these cricket.s.

rn August Lg76 Steve Bunton began a faunal sarrvey, hopi,ng torel-ate eave species to their d.erivations from strrface rpu.i*".lhis stud'y is stil1 und.er way" rt was noted however, that there
had' been a steady deeline in the variety and. rr*u"""'or 

-rrrrr*r"

encountered'. After the eave was closed, for six months the rr*roers
were agai'n hlglr. It was presumed that the faunal dem:i"" ;;
simp)-y due t o the lncr easing u se of the cave .

lfe wrote to the Bungonla caves [nrst for permission to gate thecave. fhls was granted and in ]{arch 19?B a gate was tnstafled.rt is hoped that thls cave will be respected as a faunal
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sanctuary, and that it will be entered only for neeessaryscientifie work. 1se have lost some of the fosslls but manyothers remain and' there are excellent sedlment banjrs, beautifulhelictites, and r believe the fauna may reestablish itse,lf ifleft und.isturbed for some years.

A key to the gat e i s hel d by IicG. Another has been l eft wi ththe Ranger, however this is r:.ot for general use as it 1s foremergency use only' r would lilce to ask all cavers to take apart in this exerclse in cave faunar protectlon, by notent erlng the cave a,nd by reporting any damage to the gat e to
tIC G"

Ref erene es

smith 1976 ru New ca.ve Dwelling silve'fisil
IIC G Journal l,io . I

from Bungonia, tt

p. 17

Graeme Smith

? ? ??? ? ????? ??? ?? ?? ?? ?

frip Report lfirpGEE B-10 Oet ob er 19i77

I'{embers present: 3ob Kitehen, Bn-r.ce rl/addlngton, chr:_s Roberts
after a mlnor ilecident in Hurstville, we proeeed.ed. to lrhdgee.ilmestone outcrops appear al ong the road from rlford or1.

The flrst plac e vi slt ed was I,lmestone Creek. l,f,e found.
" Eastwood'rt property and lntroduced ourserves to Mr sklnner, thecwner' IIe recalled people comlng in a,bout ten years ago lookingfor ca'ves (probably our club ) and" was very friendly. IIe told us]b out a' paddock where he wes f encing which ls uhollowrr " Iie wasdlgging a post hole with a crowbar when it almost d.issappeared..rf it were not for the knob on top of the bar he would ha,ve lostlt ' The llmestone in this pad,dock is apparently below thesurfaee and' is not obvlous. I{e attenopted to find this paddockbut took the wrong track. you can drive alr the way to thepaddock ( +x+ ) . rt i s the paddock wi th the *laneil ( two pa ra,lle'f ences) eomlng d own from the tree rine. 

'- rc*rrY \

lle 
warked se veral kil orierers over thi s property an6 f oundnqthing of note ' One sna1l d olomite outcrop 20m high had m*ny
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sma1l holes in 10se rock but none were goers.
about thls outcrop was the chieken wi.re placedapparently t o keep out f oxe s.

Mr skinner allowed. us to camp on his other property by thecudgeg9ng River. He will have to move out eventually as thewater conservatlon and rrrlgation commlsslon has taken over allthe la nd 
'n 

the area f or the wi-ndamere Dam. .

fhe second' day wei stopped a,t a house about lKntoward,s Mudgeefrom'clarkson's. fhe lady there had, lived. in the area all herIlfe and' told' us of cave s on the tclark sonr s property i andon another 
" f he raailb ox, on the next ;;;n *rty tirura 

" I,lud,gee .she had never been allowed' to go near the caves.', People seemed.to be afrald. of theu.

4PPfS Tree Flat.
lhe clarksons stil1 own thc property and are very frlendly tocavers' lir c]arkson told us phere to find. the caves. a 1rng.walk is requtred', right 'to tte top ,t-the mountain. fhe wa.y upfollows a creek and ]reres right. rrr" 1a.st rlght fork leads tothe rrlemon treerl . l'fe found lemon free pot and used rope anddescend'er to enter as the logs vrere pretty rotten. 1*e only hadtime to have a brief l ook around " f he cave is very old and dead,wlth llttIe dec6ration; 3 1ot of vandallsm ha.s been eaused andtwo dead sheep are ln the entrance " Mr Clarkson sald rro_one had.been up there for about three years but years ago he used to getthree to four car l0ads of people each week-end. Mr clarksonrsmother' who llves on the property, knows the area exeeptlonallywell and' said' that this was the only area on their propertywlth caves' fhe llmestone ls similar to outcrops at Bungonia.

0n the last day we d'rove back t o cudgegong and t ook the road.to Rylstone' Many outcrops appeer along the road. but we did natstop to look' A dirt road' to a quarry goes off on the rlght toKandos. We d.rove off a sid e road d.own onto the creek and" Brucefound what l ooked like an oId t ouri st cave at the ba se of anoutcrop at creek level , A large iron gate, steps, hand.rall andold' power 1lnes were sti1l there. fhe ca,,e was fulr of water andit would appear that this was not a tourist cave but an oldpumping station for the origi.nal quarry. x side passage wentf or 3On but we v/ere st opp e d by wat er .

_Chli s Rob ert s

Page 5

lhe strange thing
over the ho1es,

'' i.
1-

.t ;1'
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r 0ccidental llinerals Ccrporatlon of lustra.lia have recently
applied for an cxploration licence, und.er the Mining Act 1971,
-fo:,: a squa,re of 4.Kn sld.es, the southern edge of whj_ch is
centered on trfyanbene Trig Station. This trlg staticn is
immetliat e1y south of liyanbene Cave entrance and the area of the
licence thus covers the cave entrance and. oost of the limestone

' :utcrop.

0n enquiring I found that the licence had been given in respect
of Group 1 minerals. The grouping of mi-nerals unaler the Mining
J'ct is!

Group 1. 31emental Minerals (Iletallics).
Group 2. Xlementa-l- Minerals (Non-l,ieta11ics).
Gr oup l. Semi-p,-ecious Scones.
Group 4. IIard lcck llinerals.
Group ). Clay Mineral s.
Group 6, Diano;,d.

Limestone is in Group 2 and. thus :.-r Lot directly affectecl by
'l;he licence. The licence cloes, hovrever, a11ow expl orat ory work
ancl this may damage the amenlty of the area. There is a neecl to
keep a watch on further clevelopments in the area.

Peter Dykcs

(I was at ldyanb ene on the 1-2 npi'il and the place was crawling
wlth Bureau of l{ineral _a.3sources trucks. -Ed. )

??????i?????????????

n !lp_dgt-e_ J.olF a,Cd::q.Fs lig!.
B n Cublt 2l ?ark St C ol ed al e 25L1 0 4Z-7 467 G7 (\()
C. Dunne 579+733 xl} (ru)

J. Mares 042-571965(H)
P " I{ulI l gan 60 !,9071 (II)
; " funney 92354L6 ( W)

!!,.. , f ayror L / 2 Ro sebank st Gl eb e 2017 357 2BL1 (',{)
S . Jamsek 1 Ro sa Sr Smi thfi eid We st 2L5 4 60 +53 41(H)

.f
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22*25 Apr1l tgTS
Members present: Evalt crabb, chris Dunne, ?etee Dykesr ..Rik Bur:Re;r, p.lcharcl 0sbotrrne (vf sitor) .

'fhe two' cars met on saturd.ay mornlng on the Mudgce Road nearllthgow" Idhile Evalt walted for the sugar to dissolve on his'grapefryit' the rest of us investlgated an old. railway cuttlngand a tunnel that Soes und'er the highr,,ray. sqgar dJ-ssorved andEyalt grapefnrit ed, we set off t o capertee to buy breakf,ast forthose who hadntt brought any food (wlthout mentloning any names,eh Peter) ' A smaIl limeut orr" outerop and cave near the hlghwaynear flford were visited. :

the maln aim of the trlp was to visit rinestone outcropswhleh are to be zubmerged by the lrlindamere Dam. aceordingly,after stopplng at the cudgegong pub and talklng to the 1oca1s,we crossed cud'$egong creek in the rR and examlned an outcrop onthe east side of the cudgegong Rlver, near its junctlon,wlth

' { number of sua1l' d'ollne-like d.epressions and a quarry werenoted' &s' well as a nudber of outerops witl mj.nor karren.,The 
.llmestone graded to dolomite in places. fhere was no eyi-d.ence rfcave devel0pment and. the relief 1s only about 1om.

After r"n"r' the eal1 of the wineries uras felt and so wevisited a ni'mber of wineries 1n a growlng state of inebriatlon.fhe return to cudgegong was mad.e with the I,R swaylng und,er thecombined eff orts of the bought booze and lts boo zed d.ri.ver( s) .
sund'ayts aim was to 100k at the access to 31ue Roeks. anoutcrop on the northern sid e of the Rylstone road, near linestonePoint was vislted and there was much argument as to whether therock lensed or was faulted. trurther d.rlvlng through exeellentscenery brought us to the Blue Rocks area, but we were unable tod'rlve ln as the 10ea1 stud cattle were on heat and could. not bedisturbed' while dolng whatever cattle d.o whlle on heat. ,.

0n the way out to the hlghway a,ce ess rout e s to coeo creekwere viewed from the top of a large hlll.

July' 19ZA

fTiI Report

catcl[E 25
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5-7 May 1978

I'rcl,:nt: Eva.l-t Crabb, pete_r'Grud.nof, Rik Tunney,
Bruce lv'ad.d.lngt nn, Peter l{ul1igan"

Camp 
'rru, 

u mad e cn- the spu-r ab ove the Kowmung River. Evalt
had riot vlsited the ca,ve slnce l-963, so after entlcing him in
vribl: staternents like ttftt.. a lot easier titese da.ys"tt and'ttpikeru
',Ie t ook the opportur:,i i;y t o C,. j scuss the cha.nges wliich hrave
occurued, in the last fifteen years"

The cave 1s no\^'' I l-ot muo-ri.ier, and llmestone surfaees have'been polished b). use. f C Evar -t' s memor:lf th.e cave is consequently
a lot harder. (nut is this just a si-gn of advancing lneapacityz)

The d-ownstream sectlon was vi sit ed and Tricketts Corrld.or
was relocated., rnaklng us the urnpteenth party to enter it " There
]rac1 been much less Cegrad.a-bion of this area r presumably d.ue to
its re] atlve inaccesslbility,

0n Sunday l,^re se t off in Pet er I s lardcnri ser al ong the road
;o ut werong t e Lrror- at t}:e se ener1/. ?hi s was f ollowe6 by a.

ti"i scussi cn viith tt"i.e Ran.ger, Jolrii Child , on the conservation of
'; (\r: a,rea .

R:k fumeJ

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?? ? ? ?? ? ? ?? ?? ?

_LIir Rgpolt TTJGICW 17-18 June l-978

Present; Xvaft Crabbe, peter Dykes, Rik Tunney, Bruce Wad.dington.

The aim of the trip was to take a photograph, for
publication in the Journal , of the broken shawl just upstream of
the lower waterfall .

Tire tr,ro vehicles, Iorana and land.-Rover (how,s that for
. nconpatabilltyr ) rendezvoused at 0beron on saturtiay afternoon
ind from there rve ctrove together to rJaunterrr. ft was intended to
spend the night on cne of the huts on the property, but no_one
was at home. Wjth visj ons of havin6; to eamp out, wlthout tents,
j-n the coId, rulry condj,tions, we set off to find aceomnodatlon.

==<
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Sfter a few kllometers we came upon the arnold. family returnlng
from town and we were able to obtain permission'to stay at thehut d own on fugl ow Fld t . trittIe more happened tha.t night , _

except for the d'emise of both a few bottl-es of wlne and the
eharglng system on the forana 

"

0n Sunday morning we sct of in the lR, across the semi-flooded Iuglow Rlver and over fuglow },{ountain to the cayes. fhe
caYe was entered, photograpl:ecl and exited. with 1ittle dlffieuLty.
Evalt tried out his new Blue star sit h.arness and re-discrvered.abseiling after some years abstlnence. peter was unabl*, to ,sehi s Oldham weat aft er an att empt the pre'rlous nlght to light uothe hut (tZtf ear batt ery int o Trt gl ob e s worlcs well f or alittle whil e ) , however he coperi. ,

After leavlng the cave a rittle of the surfa,ce wa s
examj-ned' and we then returned tc Tuglow flat " -A s the f orana hadonly a litt1e electrlclty left the trip baclc was mad.e on

ru Tunnelr

? ? ?? ??,? ? ?? ?? ??? ? ? ??? ?

Fleld Dav

-

EiTIgg zutts 2Ju1y' 19ZA

Present: Evart cra.bb, chri s r'l,-nne, pet er },,rurllgan, Rlk funney.
Stephen Jaaseil ( \rr sii; cr)

The alm of the ac'r,ivlty vlas to teacl: Stephen to abseil fora trip t o Fungonla ' f'he wea th.er v/a s f oul ' nd. ti.* uttirrity ;; 
"- 

--
nearly called off " Ilowever '1v G persevered with a f ew r5ru abselrsuntll the rain f orc ed. us home.

Rlk ,funnev

????????????????????
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[RrP trs[
July

15 -16 BIINGONIX

Dlgglng in 854. vertleal cavi-ng i_n acoustic pot"
16 GENIAAI MEET NVG

Gr.lid"e Hall , Memorial Ave . , I,lverpool . 7. 00pm.

29-10 MUDGEE

August

t2-13 lrrAiffiENE

20 GEI{ER}I UIEETTNG

26-27 lilIEE JA SpER

S ept ember

g-10 IUGIoW

L6-T7 JAUNTM

17 G3}IERJI MEET Ii\ G

21 NS",ir sPE'rEOl0Grcal c0lTlTcrt IlmTrNG
0ctober

50sep-20ct C0OIEIWJN ?tXfNS

14-15 f uGtow

15 GE}IEzuI }[DET rNG

22 The Earthrs Birthday party.
(lcrn 9am Zloct 40o4BC. I{appy birthdayJ )

28_29 I{U}GEE

lIov.g,gb,ef

11-12 JAUIVIER
18-19 TUGIOW

19 ANNUAI GHiTERXI }MXTTNG

Decembql

2 ]irsw sPEtEOtoGrcAt cousclt
L7 HCG M,IAS PARTY

Ja nuarv

l--5 I/ilACON perth
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