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BDIT ORIAI-

I wouf il like to ta.ke thls opporttlnlty to thank Rik Iunney fpr instigating
anct proituclng the last i sBu-e- of ncslLite]. . Iu acknowledgett. the fact that
the idttor v6s awsy (cavlug), anal tbat that lssue was only to britlge a
eomunlcatio[s gen ln the,61eb durtng that tine periocl. Ee took the
opportpity to 6olst how actiye we were, and that we were all going
places. Yellt

I wori].rt IlIe to sopregtrt on- the o[lsiion of several G.l{. t s fron our
ycarly aebetlul e. f ballcve the 01ub shou1d aeet every nonth. It 1s
in;;;"niittnsE thai provldo the forun for organieing irlps, enthusi.ng
anrl lnvolvlag oth6r anil y o-unger Eeebera.

ls fOr the lack oi.uaterlal for publicatlon, it certainly doesntt reflect
tho lEsg6 of an active c1ub. fth only the Editor, you are_the readers
aad estiibutors. . . .yrhat you reail 1s Yhat you subEit. Nothingt

trt sulte le to publlsh vcry J-i-ttle' Iln busy onougb as it is trrithout
do1nE trCalctte$-

St ephen Bunt on

? ? ? ? ? ?1,? li ?? ? ? ? ?? ? ? ? ? ?? ? ? ?? ?? ?? ?

E}ITORS RTPORI-

DesBite betng an'unwittin6i lvolunteer throughout the 1ast..year, I have
naniged wlth-coneittrera.bl e:he1p to produce three rrCalcj-terr issues'
xOalditen nou oBesatea aB a counpnications nediun r+ithin antl outslde
the Club.

lhe xoet slgntficant tlevel openent in this regard is Rikts inaovation,
tr3rieflngstr.

I take this opportunlty to ts&ke 1t known I will not stand for this
position In thc coning year.

St ephen Bu.nton

? ????? ???? ?? 7? ?? ?? ?? ? ?? ?? ? ??? ??

: t enaeity in p er si sting \^rith produ*5-ng;
, upon my return, r receil.ec

'edition, then I &m tol-d there
is tire A,G.M" in Novemberu sc
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Evalt Crabb, Chris Dunne ? Ri-k funney "

IRIP RBPORT-
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IUGAIONG

Sone tj.me ago while looking at the Blue Mtuntains fourist Map (pub; lands
Dept. Bd.) I noticed a linestone Ck narked as a tributary of the
Yollond111y River sope kilonetres upstrean of Goodmans tr'ord. ft was
also shown on the iMittagong( lz67760 map.

A short trip rdaa naile to look at the area. The turn-off, fron the Eume
Hrry is to Canyonleigh, opposite the il-1awa.r':"a H'xy junctionr and the roael
ts fugalong ls well foruecl ancl well slgn-Fested" The property was not
entereal anct it is lnt enaletl to wrlte to the owner"

llhe road goes paet the heaalwaters of trimestone Ck and the 1ocal rellef is
about 400s. No linestone was seen from the road anal consequently its
precise loeatlon wae not deterninecl.

[hle area may be the one ref erreti to as i! Canyonl ei ghrt by NSWIISS.

IRIP REPORI-

R1& [u]ney

?? ?? ? ?? ?? ??? ??? ? ??? ??? ? ??? ? ?? ? ?

BIINOONIA t

IfeSg4!: Bryan CJ-eeven, Oerr"y }{,opk j"rr"s u ttthr;rr'.irr r.:rt'i u

Iet again the great potenti.al of 854 was not suffl; j.ent to draw healthy
dlggeis away fion thetr social con ttnents" Gerry, h:-s dog antl nyself
had-to nake do rith iupersonating cavers (1e. gol"ng to Bungonia and
,doing no eaving) " A most enjoyab1e weekend was had iookl$g at o1d nine
workings ln the vicinity of rt3risbane Meadowtt "

0n Saturciay we visitett two of the workilngs. .A bout ]kn east along the
roat[ from nCarnerr to the f]ytng-for ls a brialle trail leadj-ng off to the
right. llhe first mine visitecl was 500n aJ- ong this trail" It was worketl
by I,r. 0rffei11 and J" Carni chael for golci and siiver clurlng the period.
J-gre-rg, vith the ore running at l-clwt. to loz.2dwt. of gold per ton,
Although now collapsed, the rennant s of three shafts, origionally 17113
an6. 7.7m cleep, ancl an atllt are st j.l-1 vf sibl-e. Some 1arge, although
f racturedl, quart z crystals were found, al-ong with sone arsenlc bearing
nlnerals: scoroclite anal weatherecl arsenopyrite"

The llolwong workings were nisited nert" ,A steep foot-track leaaio alown
froa the ch.ameal renains of the flying*fox to the chi"mney stacks on the
eastern side of the Shoalhaven River. Srern the chlmneys the track to the
nlnes contlhues along the northern eide of the st eep-walleci va11ey which
coataias l[ ohtong Ck" Ihe dry mj"nes can be entered saf,ely, prowlded one
keeps ratch for loose rocks hanging from the ceiling and walls.



Although the nlaee are not flooded, ald only ?9'1:1gl they^eontaln

"-iEiii"t'examples 
oi-"ii""opi"it"., .I-n sev-eral places the ore i.s of

*;i. -hian ;;ad;; trrai wnen-"ii"cr rith a-8epi.ck (sinilar to-.a tooth
pi"t. iEll-irr" iin" iu"iril"ai"i"iy tgr"a"*itrr a strong odour of garllc
ffiili'i;, A iria"acttristic of most- arsenlc-bearlns uinera].s'

The deposit was iliscovere$ by- John Siverrright. in-1904, a3+ in 1907
dlevelonement 

" 
or*",." !d:*iti, iir" folnation of the T olwong MiTeral Co'

i;ii):'.;;'isio ,Ji-i-"r trie uacuingry.hg.d bedn lnstallecr and serious
iilifii, hee c6mencea,-i"i'-aiA-"oi-ia"st.long' ^ Problens-encounteretl in the
ii'"iii"s-"r-in"-o"i-l"iiia-tt "liq"idation-of the coropanv in June 1912'

O.AICIIE 27 ! 4 November 1978

a cobalt mj-ne to the southeast of nBrisbane 
!-{-ead.9wtt.

+i"*"-a"a-"" interesting wooden gate of excellent
was se€.fln

Bryan Cleaver

,? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?? ?'t ? ?? ?? ? ?? ?? ?? ?? ??

ATEA 78

f,ha Yre okeAcl was a post refresLtrng change fron caving antl even renovetl our
feellnge of ctisappoi.ntment at not alieeing 354.

l - ,,

0n $unelay we vistted"
Apart frbm some good
eraftearanship, little

EX?MDITION NS}ORT-

'iil

lurlng iuly to Augu.st, 4g cavers from-5 nations were involverl ln an

aiiEifit- ts" afieovEr *iretUe" Atea Kanacla was the deepest- cave in the
;;iiEi" nrr".nrue ?8 speleolog:icaI Sxpeaiition to the Muller Range was.,.
;;;;i""e"i"'ifr" ,i"ti';;-A;aT;"1i"n '""v"rs. rron rrcG both Graerne sn:Lth
and Stephen Bunton attencled.

Graeme seizett the opportunity to furtlter. hls knowfetlC".9l, cave biologr
ile;i"t;a a-pron:_n^eii-ia"t in the scientific progran devis-ed by the
;l;"eiii;;" $t"v" vf",r'ea- st "n a trip as an oplortunity to broa'Ien his
outlook on cave g"oror"Irorory and to- satisfy his lust for good' tleept
sporting, wet cave s "

Soth cavers enioyed thenaelves immensely antl feel that they -e|$e{
,*orlirwrri.re ""pirienc""- 

A-fuit e:rpeditibn report will be publishetl as
a separat e volume.

Lg"

? ?? ? ? ? ?? ? ? ? 
"'| 

? ? ? ? ??? ?? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?? ?

ADDRDSS TTSIINGS-
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Change s- Cubit # Park St Coledale 25L1

Dnnne ph 579-4737 x15 (1,.I)

P. Itullj-ean ph 604-9073 (H)

R . Tunney ph 29-7 923 ( W)

3,
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lreaenti Bnrce Clensr C.hris Dunne, NelI & Wayne Crabb-, Peter ly]fs?l,Wk"

-- 

3lnger & claright er, Gerry'& J enny ffogk-1-nsr Rik Tunney (M's)'
forri a Cathy-Austin' Miahael Sake (suss).

CIAIeTTH 2V s 5 Nervember 19?e

Ad dit i"onm*,

? ? ?"t ?? ?? ? ?,?? ? ?? ? r? ? ? ? ?7 ?T ?'? ? ?? ?

K,feylor L/2 ld'osebank $t Glebe
ph 55 ?*281L ( w)

IRIP REPORI-
#

COOIEMAN PI,ATNS S,ilt September 2nd October

llhe atn of this trip vas to {lo sone eavilg ln_t.he snow an4 to p-hoto graph
;ny i;; iorr"iione that ro" hopett_ we would^ flnd in the caves. Ilowever'
f1-nia-"ain"a tne prEceeaine-iieet and the or:ly- slow that-Ya6 left was ln
iiorat"a pqicnes oh irr"-uirfs. the snow-melt-haal nadle the grountl qulte
danp.

llhe four vehicles: 'Peterr s Ilanai Rover, Gerryt s llonaro, Tonyts Subaru 4WD

ana n:-tts T.or4na r nei at tantangara Dam on the Saturday 
- 
no-rning' .Srom

i[e"i to tUe afriiefdt was-good drlving, but we were a 1itt1e worriecl as
i"-iBpioaofiia tUe s*arop-juEi past the-airfj"elcl" fhe Subaru bottoned
aia-[[a-io te pusnea oirt, u,rt-the rest of the cars nanage+ +IiCht' -- -

t[" ""it Uazarh wae thJ iong, straight stretch past Pocket Sacldle. this
-was neeotiated with rnrcl-pfisfrlng aid curs:ng" -At one ?oint_both tlWDs

*;;; [;Eh 6oee"a, which caised muctr nerriuent anongst the 2WD drivers.
i;; n;; tnE-vefrfcf"s hacl llttIe troubl-e ancl we nade -canp near Spencerrs
rt"il u"i"s uttwilling to drive tiowri the hl1L to Caves Ck'

0n Saturtlay afternoon a party E9!- off- in the hot sun to have a look ln
fi"-"iiiniiy of Mugay-c;;;"" wune trruy were there they found caves ck
lnlflooel anh startetl L dig near the R5 gh"t *Branch insurgence'

0n sunday one party set off for the Gooclradigbee River; another returneel
i; til-aie,-wirir" b itrira visit*a z*cave a"nd-nearby-caye:.-_caves ck was

i"ry-tigir"nitir ttie watlr at ln deep over the normally dry fords'

Mondtay nornlng was spent packing *p -?n-d . the ca'mpsi-te -was 
'left at 1l ' 70 '

A-f;iltois-riEer we ieaehLd the"ailfiexai and tle gootl"road' Then
ioliOwea"tfre traclitional haesl-e of long*weehenil trafflc. A trlp to
A;;i;;; is-noi iistltly untlertaken"- It.doesnit seen far on the nap,
;ut-it--t"-t fone iitp"" A" an 

"*arp1 
e, the return fron Coolenan to Dee

Whv took the Toiana iI* hrs, including stops. Ihe land Rover was
iU".,"i-i-ir,i"--b;hina t[E-foraira by Lrveipool" lhese long tines spent
trsvelllng tal<e a lot out of tbe driver'

EtE Tunne.Y

? ?? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?? ?'? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 7
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rRTP RHPORI* ATHA U?B June Septernber,{"9;/E

If I vere to give a etay*by-tlay, blow-by-blow descriptlon of the expedition
as in a stantlard trip report, then you woul al probably have deeid.ed nct
to reael it already, eo with a vie.w to retaini.ng ny auclience Irll *oncer.n
nyself with overall reEults antl impresslons.

The exp€ditton tllcl not diseover the deepest cave in the worl.d a;r r*r. i:&i
optlld sticalJ-y hopecl" Ilowever, we tiicl f:|nd the -!-onges'b ca.J* ."! ]:.r 'r:l
southern hemlsphere, and the Asla,n*?acif:Le region. lhe cave, A;,-:..
tranacLa ls loeated ln the Scuthern iligbland s of Papua New Gxlinea" r '.';.,,
fron llarage was by foot involving a t&Lk of betueen one anil three *,sr;,.,.
clepeneltng on the incllvtdua] . I, like the mal ori ty took three day s ,:.*ri
enj oyed. the trwal-kx'" Steve , who tiid i t ln -t.b day s, claimeo he ne', : :' s, .

to walk on the glound, as he wes elther Bbove tt on J"ogs cr below '1't
ln knee-deep nurt "

Our hone away fron hone was cal-Ied Atea Sana Anda, and was .l.oear,ed !C r',.r;i,
raLk fron the cave entrance. It ras. s quJ.te lu:mri ous for a holi-day r::-i;:ri.,
with two large bedroons, a dlning-room, kJ.tchen, tlrylng*roour, sb{rrer"r::iri"
ehowers and of course a well patronlzed. bog" ft was prepared "c;r 'rhr':
atlvance party wlth the he).p ot 12 7 ocal *happies 1n June, and sut,rJ.r :,::'
were air-tlroppeal at Gerorc (4 trrs v*aili away ) anit shuttled by hs;r;'r':rli,:"
to base*canp. . llhese chapples, loeaf,. Drna trlbsmen, wele pa:id thr: pr." n,: ^ .:

sun of about $A 2.50 a day , which woul aI ea.ke thera irery rlch hy trocir.r,
stanalarais " For this they kept us supp1led with fj.rewood and morc,
signlfleantl-y, they could light fires w'ith wet wood, bhey c a::r$. ed .,-ie *; +:,"
cut and malntained tracks, shuttletl. gear baek and forth between far ai:rli
clistant sp:rrf s ,aEiI a miLLion other ihings" Without then the expeditio:"n
woulel have heen far less lnt ere st lng and iess of a suceess, bes.i.rleir
wbfcb., they ownect the eave.

0vdr the weeks the Atea grew in length frera. the 4kn known ilr j.976 r:ir
]0.5kn. BasicalJ-y it was a eouplex pa*tern cf a-anosi para"i..l sj- E;i r ri ii:;..-
ways up to 5kn 1ong, each. For the most part each was r.er5r riudd;;, e:...'.
in'places, so tleep and gluggr you would hare to try anal swj.un in l0or.
of rrat er overJ-ylng the nud, The nature cf the cave was :refl- er"t r:d :i r.
the nanes- Imperial Mutl Stanclard, Glop Drop, Ooze Cruise, ?ikel.r , i....,.:
for nudily water, hut qntckly cormptecl to Yicky Poo) and Mont;p P.v-,i:,r.:ir"s
Dry lligh-Level Sypass, whlch was a Low wet duek, very nuddtr and r:l iTl:.i"
on the nain passage.

Yet, to say Atea waE a]-l baal ne$s woulcl be unjust. "dt the enci of
U$rapugwa St reanr,'ray was a .phreatic uaze wlth conpactecl gyp sun fAowers.
I.p the Austral- Serles was a beautifully ciecorated senl*abancloned
st rea,nway rlth roagniflcant pool enenrstatj.ons, known as Rafting Grou.nd,
rlth calctte rafts centinetres thlck in plaees. fhere was of ccuise
the infamoue Shlp Cana1, 800n of slrinming invo3-ving three low po:i-a'i s
where ae llttle as 10m of rain outside, woul- d rai-se the leve1 of the
water aacl tra! the people beyond. Sortunately raLn wae reasonab.l-y
prEellctabJ.e ancl one was fair1y safe if they obeyed the 4pm curfew
lnpoeeatr on the rlucks. lIhl"s was the rnaln hope for elepth, but the r:i.vr r"
eoain dlsappearecl down an j.npa8tsable flimp region.- The Penstock, and ai.-l"
attenpts to bypass it failed" In this part cf the carre thr.: passages
nere clean antl f,lnely sculptured, [he $h.i.p C ana].. was a beaut:tX\]., y*t
aweaone eavlng trlp"



I rcBt to Atea ao a blotrogist and the ear"e wss & paradise for eave-aaiaptod
teii{ies; vs f,ornct eyelesE beetlesr -sptdere, eentlpedes, nlLlipcdcs anil
sta{sis.' .lIao, t&erl were crabs and other non-atlapte-tl aniTi,ls" Itve
ioeni ilc legt'nonth and a hel"f Just sorting &ntt Iabellng the 2000+
iieolncna 1n ortler to eenal then to tbe Eppropriate speclalists.

Ae,'people got slck of the , ta t hra reqrltred-t-o get througb tbe cave to
ercis -or cipJ.oratlon, enthuoiasn waneil * 10*15 hrs ln nud is a blt euoh.
So. uorc atientlon w6E paitt to the far and atista&t canps at other areas
oa'thc lluller, uoraily atout half a clay s r,'mlk fron Atea. llhe reeurgenoc
oi tUe ttea pioved Lniosslble to cracir, cleaptte a two week ef^fg-rt !y a
iiastf party.- AnotJref group J.ooked-for 4lgBer etrcan sirks of the Atea
ine Utina hlvere, aral ;Lso-lookccl for sbafte-on Dorgge-P9.-.41 ganp-
Uorei:.o. tbey dc6centletl shaft after shaft antl onJ.y looAed ltkc brceklng
thc l00i on ihe last tta,y when they rrere foreerl baok by a flash. fLootl.

Probably thc nogt gucoessful trrer anil Dj.Etant Canp r,ras at Ivlano, an area
oi-Oofflc f,arst about 700n htgb.er then .Atee Gana Ande. Carnp was establish'
eel Ln the nouth of a cave - lt was ltleal; what with water onLy a few
peoes beck ln the ca.ve anal no trong walk to the eave eatranca - you
colrltlnr t esk f or nore '

lhle woulct be ihe nost spectacui-er eave I think Tive ever seen' fhe upper
letcfs ivcre alry riunil the -gpsoq flakes vrere so -thtck they lo_oketl l-ike snon.
ihilre;wero a obuple of tdairttfun, B1'bchds end thc l"ower 1evela wer-e zuperb,
al aed. nbshed stleauway s and cIry ox;bow6" Thefe i{as nevsr nore than a
f6t-t!6tres of swlmnlng; tnougb one often haC to wacle; Ancl the nost
lnprsbalvo'of aLL ves=i huge-clrambe:n 400m },ong, 1-200m w:ide and L00n
hlsb_ - Elootly Inpresslve3

It vas unfortuna'te that th.:l.s ceve hs,ai to show Jts ugly face for a perlod
vhcnj vlth 54um of reln i.n an afternoon, a flash f)-ooil rlpped_throug!. anrl
traried three cavors who had to battLe for 4 hrs to get out of the water
End'into a leclge nhere they were found t,he next morntng by a rescue party
efter. the water had ceaeed to fl"ow"

In a1lr the ceve had 8kn of' paseage to e' depih of 175m - al"l" of lt
lupresaJ.ve "

Ihe emedltton waa an enpe:rtenoe I wou].,i ne',r'er have forglven uyeelf- for
deafn}" Carring 1n a truely wr .d reg:ie,n rrf'the worJ-d, reIyI{g on the- 

-hslp of a ver"y lroud I 6ca1 peopJ e, was F:#m"i I hin& thg.t g.tay e tn your ntnil
for-ycarg. L,-ooktns backt the slippery logs, the mud' the rain' the
lcacLea, the fleae-'and mtdgee, f:Lfty ilays-of fj,sh and riee" the hast5.ly
brcwed iultana wlner the hLlls, the dense vegetatlonr the language
barrlcr anil a1l. the other haralshjps and.Ieughs, Just holpeal to relnforce
the aenee of achtevement f felt. Atea 78 w:x.l.l. not be forgotten, as
Jugt another cavlng trlp' by thoee who .partir:tpatecl.

CAIrC TIS '27 3 7 November 19?8

ffi r'&eorn e, Sm:i" th

P. S. Start savtng your pennt.m,s fio b'uy hltm Sxped:f tf,on Report o where
aLL wi.ll, h e novenl" ed o

li.

I
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IRI? trtrSr-

fuglow

NSW Spelec Cerumc.tl

fuglow

HCG Christmas Party

treave for Perth

WACC0N Perttr

Cool eman Plei"rrru

Jaunt er

[ug1ow

Gene ral- Me e t lng

NSW CNG

CAIOTffE Zry E E ldevern'her 1978

Rik furr.mey

Me e'1b:ng

R5k t:u :,:rfr e;,"

Chm s I.ll.rlilner

Peter }",zke,s

Rj-k l[ur-::nr:,]i

7 .34 i.,'i '"erPoOi

gB2-19+7

gB2 ::-g 47

525*8 46 g

524-8V23

982-.,1 g +7

ilu : ri e HaL l.

Dec ember

2-5

L6-]-7

17

23

Januqr{
1-q*J

27 _29

Febrpply

10-11

17-18

}B

Mareh

10-l-1 Bun,gron r a


