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Note to all recipients of "Calcite". Can you advise the editor what
copies of "Calcite" you and/or your club have; this refers especially
to issues '25' onwards.
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EDITORIAL-

Officially I was HCG Librarian for 1978, In point of fact I tended
on the one hand, to be at the centre of some of our squabbles, while
at the same time being able to help Rik and Ev get "Calcite" pub-
lished again. This became & three man e itorial committee from
which it appears I've emerged as the new editor - this is quite handy
in conjunction with being secretary.

However I must give due credit to Steve Bunton. Steve put together
the makings of two projected editions, then thru commitments to a few
other things - notably the Ates expedition - he left it to us hack
boys.

Seeing as "Calcite" was hopefully being revived and, hopefully, to be
a bimonthly, we decided at the time of producing t25¢ that we pre-
ferred to use fairly recent trip reports and disregarded some of the
older ones offered (some were up to two years old), We also dropped
one or two other articles which left us with only sufficient material
for one issue, '25'.

So much for Steve's editorship; however our aim gt the time was to
restart "Calcite® as a regular bimonthly with fairly up to date
material as, after all, it was meant to be a "newsletter'.

In the interim my view of ®"Calcite® has moaifie HCG of recent years

> ] the © 1" s “Calcite" with
activity of the
es and such like,
Newg should persay be

_ his can be achieved. Likewise

‘recent' trip reports will hold the interest of members who will like
tivities in print. As such the news-
doing 'now',

£

each playing a different
club., The "Journal® is dew
while BCalecite®™ is for trip ports
up to date; by publishing regularl

letter should mérror what the club

Howsver, I dont believe this concept should exclude any relevant trip
reports and article which may be a bi%t dated but none the less inter-

esting to members of any era. included in this

I believe all
only enhance our

edition a few trip reports from ea
trips should be reported in some
docunmentative ability.

Further I hope to resurrect a I
Only a few copies of some ocld i:
warrent a full reprinting, some ar
be of historical interest = after &
tradition we can uphold.

from some cld "Calcites".

i ¢xist, and while they dont
5 from them should at least

HCG and "Calcite" do have a

Chris Dunne
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THEY ALSQO SERVED=

)Evalt Crabb, Rik Tunney.
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ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 1478
PRESIDENT S~

As with every other community group, HCG has suffered a decline in
support during 1978. There have been lightning trips for specific
purpeses, there have been slack trips to many areas which raised
little interest, and many things were simply not done. Outstanding
though, is the reincarnation of "Calcite", which hopefully will once
again play an important role in spelec communicatiens, ,

The key to the future integrity of the club lies in how well we
develope an environment based on people - a close unity and loyalty
between members, and an appreciation that 'any' person having become
a member is an important part of the club and should be supported.

In standing down and not seeking re-election, I would like to wish

all the best to the incoming executive with the hope that they will
maintain those philosophies which give HCG its unique character,

Evalt Crabb

00000000000
SECRETARY S~

My main aim this year has been to make some order out of the secrete
arial stuff. A filing system has been started and all correspondence
is classified according to subject. We now have files for each caving
area, internal and external correspondence, ASF, NSW Speleo Council
and a few others. This allows the secretary firstly to keep all the
correspondence neat and secure and secondly to have available all
previous correspondence on & particular subject.

I should like to thank Evalt for making his post office box available
to the club and for bringing to my attention any urgent matters,
Evalt has agreed to do this again in the coming year and I am sure
that the new secretary will appreciate this help.

During the year many members brought mining application advertisements

teo my attention and we were able to quickly inform the relevant sec-

ieties about these. The most worrying of these was an exploration

%gplégation over Wyanbene Caves which was (unsuccessfully) challenged
- CSS. ' _

A major task of the secretary is to assist in the production of
"Calcite" and to post it after production. This has been achieved
with the assistance of Telecom this year, but next year we will have
to @0 it ourselves. ’

I have not given, as some ciubs do. a List of statistics of the numbcr
~ of letters sent and received, the average number of words per line
-and the standard deviation of the weights of letters (and I don't intend
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to). Suffice to say that I wish the new secretary wedl in the position.

Rik Tunney

00000000000
TREASURERS-
Balance as at 20th November 1977 - $173-68
Income . | , Expenditure
Membership Fees 98=00 ASF Capitation Fees 73-50
Sale of T=Shirts 9=00 Speleo Council Levy 10-00
Bank Interest 4-88 Purchase for Library 12-50
, € ey e "Cavconact' Proceedings 8-00
Total Income 111-88 Back~issues of 'Spar! 7-00
Add Balance b/f 17368 Security leck & materials
———— for gate on Phoenix Cave
285=56 21-50
Less Expenditure 232-50 e
e Total Expenditure $132-50
$153--06 '
Balance as at 19th November 1978 - $153-06

Bruce Waddington

00000000000

LIBRATIANS-

HCG should, frem mere longevity, have a well stocked librarys this is
not the case, We have several foreign language speleo publications
which could well belong to the ASF Library; we also have some back
issues of 'Helectite', 'SUSS Bullgtin', 'JSSS', 'Nargun' and 'Trog’',
as well as odd issues of wvarious other club newsletters and several
individual publications. Most of these have been donated by members
in"only the last couple of years!

What there is of a club library has spent most of the past twelve
months at the home of yours truly. Amazingly we have continued to
receive newsletters from such clubs as VSA, TCC, KSS, SUSS and

UNBWSS, while we have only recently returned them copies of our recent
"Calcites", I can hope the new librarian will make the new arrivals
mgre readily available to members than I did.

Of note during the year was our idea of microfilming our collection
of early 'SUSS' newsletters (donated by Rik), this is s8%ill a poss~
ibilitys however as we allowed SES® to photo~copy our copies in the
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absence of any copies in their own library, it is unlikely we will be
able to sell the origionals to them. These may be offered to the ASF
Library or the Mitchell.

The idea of microfilming blossomed into a scheme for putting the whole
library on film and thus being able to store it more easily. It seems
this has been dropped, as it makes accessability more difficult. How=-
ever, now Ev has left the inner circle of the club officialdom, he

may have a few inovations of his own to spring on us.

Chris Dunne

0000000000000000000000000000000

THE NEW COMMITTEE IS~

President Rik Tunney
Vice-President Mike Finger

R {ciohucart:nm 2 Chris Dunne

Preasurer Bruce Waddington
Journal Editor Graeme Smith

Calcite Editor Chris Dunne ,
Librarian Evalt Crabb N

3 Y T P
Ths Novembe

r AGM saw the disappearance of Peter Dykes as a committee
Peter has since bheen notified of a job posting to Dubbo and
.

to take this opportunity to wish him well; we hope to hear

0000000000000000000000000000000

NSW SPELEO COUNCIL-

A meeting of the Council was held in Goulburn on Saturday 2 December.
Ev Crabb’s Membershin.Report was adopted. Peter Dykes' Report on
Scout Caving was adopted with minor modifications after much discuss
ion. A Mini-Conference is proposed for the 25-26 August at Macquarie
Uni. It would consist of a Council meeting, speleo sports, a trog
dinner, seminar/workshop and a draining trip. A two-week followup trip
to the Kempsey region was also proposed. CTCG's application for ASPF
membership was endorsed by the Council (they have subsequently succeed-
ed in attaining ASF membership at the recent Conference).

Attention was drawn to the NSW News feature in 'ASF Newsletter 80°'.
Tan Bogg hopes to continue this feature to keep members more abreast
of happenings in NSW. We need to be more conscious of club and
individual interaction both within this state and at a state level
(see also Steve Bunton's letter to the editor in ASP Newsletter' §1).



Tm t@p it efi yOAP@ 1 ;
of Minutes b@@r@tavy to the Uuunw‘lo

CUEl v oo CALCITE 28 gré o Rebruary 1979
Ian B@gg aﬁ& J@hn Dunkle; sre prmparln a constitutien for the Council.

v default) to the position

1 n.‘. ,

Fa
WA S @Twwt@a i

"y . Coris Dunne

atd 1o a :
COQCOCHO00DOCCOCO00ORC0000000000

NOTES-

#:

Members are forewarned that fees
next meeting (Sunday 18th). This i:
our 1978 fees., Fees are: $4.50 to ﬂuG vlus $3.50 to ASPF, making
8.00 to members whe pay their ASP Capitation thru HCG. Most of the
Capitation Fee goes %o the cost of AWF Newsletter's; while most of

the fees to HOG is sperit on producticn of ¥Calcite".

re ; due and can be paid at the
ig the last "Calcite" you get on

st
U

5

NPWS have gﬂ“wn us copies of an artiecle ”Gav@s in National Parks'
origionally published in the May 1978 edition 6f their magazine
'Parks gnd Wildlife'., These are to be d““*rlbutea to members,

HCG had hoped (46 ecommence a resurvey of Tuglow Cave in the absence

£ & map from those who should nhave puiled thelr fingers out yester-

7 “wwever we've gone the same way with this mammoth undertaklng,
a difficult cne, $ill, it augurs poorly for NOW speleos
ch a major NSW cave still has no available maPo

»T&rmev glVes notice of a motion for amendment of the Constitution,

%

RS *ﬂthﬁ'm@mb@rship section of the Constitution, have added t@z
it followings
1. The society may, in recoganiticn of outstanding service to the
scciety, elect at a General Meeting, by a twoothirds majority
of those attending, an Honourary Li

% Member, who shall:
terminates his membership.

e 939 3 Y
or until he

®

&. be elected for Lif
b. pay no fees., {
e, exercise all the rights and priveleges of other members,
2. There may be no more than iwo Honourary Life Members elected
within any five year period.
3. Nominations for Honourary Life Memberships must be notified
-ip the iasue of "Calclte" prior to General Meeting.

Rik namlnates a8 Honourary Life Members: Bvalt and Joan Crabb.

~In r@féreﬁC@ to Steve's Tassie trip in the May school holidays (see

trip 1list), if you're interested, he’d iike to know early (well before

w A

is $Ew3000

April} to finalise transport (by air and hi %ewcar) Estimated cost

i
ooy “,

sty

-
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TRIP REPORTS-

COOLEMAN PLAIN 14-17 April (Baster) 1978

Presents Evalt, Joan, Delia, Wayne & Neil Crabb, Gerry & Jenny Hopkins,
i Bryan Race & Pauline, Kevin Taylor & Adrianne, Rik Tunney and
Bruce Waddington.

Purpose: To continue expleratory work in the upstream gorge and Cliff
Cave areas (see trip report Easter 1970 in Caleite 18).

Narrative: The trip proceeded desplite widespread flooding for the
preceeding two weeks. All vehicles converged on Tantangra Dam at 10am
FPriday as arranged, for the hazardous bogging, muffler tearing journey
t0 our campsite near the old mine., Successively we met a pair of 4WDs
coming out of the closed Mosguito Creek trail, then a Ranger telling
us that the Mosquite Creek trail was closed (we weren't going there
anywayl).

Camp established, the afte

bark and wall of Cave Cres
Coeleman Cave - (CPl). A very

o

rnoon was spent in closely examining the NW
k between Coppermine Cave (CP33) and Main
promising abandoned cutflow cave was
ion. Entry was possible by scraping away
cor, a fill which appeared to be quite deep;
dzcoration extended to below the existing fleor line. This was
wrked as a possible future excavation site eof high priority.

()
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D

°

found, masked by low vegeta
£ill material from the fleco
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9]
™

we proceeded to the face opposite Main Cooleman Cave, exam—
nt es at the top of the scree #lopes, at the
ne had been sharply folded, in a few
that there may not be caves as such,
massive fracturing in small, sharp anti-
at dusk to eat and count satellites.

<
]
Ol
o
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O
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<
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4

rfolded, sugg:
rely spaces left by
185, We returned to camp

sturday morning, and breskfast was disturbed by a gaggle of 4WDs charg-
re hill and thru our camp, regardless of established tracks,

ng us for being in there way. We will appropriately apolagise

we next see the driwver of (NSW) JGI-512,

Breakfasted, Rf& took off on his Yamaha to enjoy the breeze and to lodk
at 'all the open trails and decrepit huts in the area, with varicus
pillian passengers., This was to be his activity for the next two days.
A party set off toward Murray Cave (CP3) to allow the first-timers a
chance to see a cave., Qohs, ahs, isn't the sump low (but not low ’
engugh) and finally Evalt, Gerry, Jenny, Bryan, Bruce and Kevin headed
off upstream.

About 500m upstream from Murray Cave, around a turn to the left, we
stopped for lunch, and opened a cave., Located near a right-angle bend
in the creek bed, some 30m downstream of where running water sank into
gravels, there was an obvicus inflow entrance, and a higher-level
entrance was effected by moving a few rocks. Altogether there was
about 15-20m of passage in the complex entrances, further passage
being blocked by flocd debris, There was no indication of previous
investigation. Our own investigation ceased when we started thinking
of spiders and snakes,

Walking further upstream, various remnant limest@§ne exposures on the
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Lished

left hand bank were casually investigates

about=turn time came, without our ﬁav,mﬁ Ty Lrr A4 direct
route was taken to return to camp, acr : Wﬁwﬁd belween

Murray and Riv&r'G&Vbuo Many blind dolines HM”,w& but n@t

investigated.

Next day (Sundaey), the same work party set o
this time. v1a,th®’m1nﬁmn@i@@ to the SE, cros
Cave"(CP6). "After an early lunch, the cave
beyond the peint reached by Evai% Crabb and
reported sound of running water was exfm&$ﬁed an

again to C“lff Cave,

g @¥er upsﬁrwam of River
5 red and expl@r@d
liver in 1970, The
‘grade. 2' map pr@m

pared, Upon exit fro 1t and over the top of
the hill, locating the lines over the rock-

1Lm@sﬁone

pile in the cave and the i "
sure to the south, remoig@' a fesuwg~mww > interesting . .
o Al sk@t@hmm&p of all these features pﬂeparedo_ Tdd
.to.camp wapg via the creek bed. I

On°return, Evalt and Neil Grabb went to i nvestigat
1ooking'h61@ near camp. Emfwkng en*“y thru gras thxs
proved to be the known Coppermine Cave (CP33). “nvest1=

gated.

‘beyond, the entrance area, de fdatee

Sunda; nightg G@rry‘amm Jenny decided on an
trip, @mly 10 negd assistance thru a creek
Bvalt eeded to ‘demonstrate his skill w:th
'»fOth@rwim@ the return trip to

Observ&%i@neo
on two g@lnt pi@ﬁ@MT
rldgeo ”@ﬂSlﬁ@rab¢@

QoM
Ot HyQ ot ip
B 0 W 05 o .

It is postulated
pattern of bresci
Cave Creek; &
have becmm@ de@aa\
this area have been obser in the pa
thru the area .is mainly thru detriti
than thru d@V@l@p@d passages
could exist downstream of bne inflow
stream of Murray Cave,

Ecologlcal Gcmm(nia On
to use of 4WDs : the ar
River Cave and Cliff Cave
ently needle889 gr&@iﬂg<
1nclp1ent surface and gul

@wwp there

Lills between
t u@hq‘,apparm:
the u“@@ 9@

In the same ares the
These have been so und
:are in a stable condit
ing our campsite.




TUGLOW - KANANGRA WALLS- -24 Septewber 1978

Present: Chris Dunne, Wayue Cratb, Norman Nemon, Rik Tunney (HCG);
John Burns & Cheryl., David Haig, Dereck Hebbs, Sue Hinkley,
Belinda Price (MICIG).

Rik had volunteered HCG to show members of MUSIG thru Tuglow Main; the
trip was however, 11! fated, We had hopred to have the benefit of
Peter Dykes' LR, butl h@ raver came, We @2t at the start of the Kan-
angra Road and proﬁw vl top car-park below Boss Hill. The
weather was overcas ieft the cars here

and hiked down the T3 }; ihe Kowmung was cold
and flowing quite

A short way intc the
Rik wisely took him out; Wigﬂ‘ 2l
turned back. Meanwhile & group of
exited ahead of us alsc. The res
the visitors bock and ] i
upstream to the 5m wal

veloped claustraphobia, so

Firther down two others
vags foliowing us in; they
>

3

a5 reached the bottom, signed
ream. Then David and I explored
coetrer Arig inte Tuglow was over
upper laveig, s0 these

three years ago and 1 really daldr Ae
werent loocked at - as it wa we spent 5%hrs in the cave. I decided

that if HCG is to pursue 1ts ldea of

g Tuglow, we'll find it
guite demanding.

Outside Rik had gone Lo Fully Sinks and the general
area, making some scbservalil to loeal nydrology (more, he

said, than he had on
apparent percnlug of
I@?dulﬁn to the deepen:

n particular he noted the
cow ., and other benching, in

We muue the long. wes aik back tu the cars 'ke dark and drove
back along the +ra”k W" cilomelres Lo 4 grassy ca %1te, one car-
load of MUSIGs ld*ﬁf ned to Sviney

On Sunday the rest of us drove oui o0 i””?ﬁgf’ Walls and had a bit of
a walk around the I down to Kan alls. Rik pointed out
tne views towards Kat: derie ard the Gib at Mitta-
gong. I also found tH We returned to Sydney

separately.

Chris Dunne

OCOOOLOHCHTN
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BUNGONIA- 30 September - 2 October 1978

Presents Evalt ® Joan Crabb, Bob Miller & Fay.

A weekend of sloth was the intention, so Bob and Fay stayed from Friday
to Tuesday, Evalt and Joan only spending from Saturday night to Monday
night. Saturday night was spent Saturday-nighting; Sunday morning an
early start was made on being slack, followed by by a long discussion
with the ranger, Don Stoneman,

After photographing close-ups of variocus mosses and other organisms
dependant on moss, Bob and Evalt trogged up and inspected the B74-75,
81-82 complex. Access was easy, as the local vegetation (all stings,
spikes, thorns) had not recovered from the sequence of bushfires,
winter and flooding., The flooding had caused considerable physical
change, due to the lack of vegetation - the stream channels and ent-
rance rockpiles had been scoured, leaving the rockpiles without the
stabilising fill material. We talked each other into pussy-footing
thru the rocks, recognised the viability of a floor dig in one of the
caves, got lost 10m from an entrance, and gracefully retired to admire
a moss variety growing in pendant style near an entrance,

After photographing some more little things in the late oblique light,
and having tea, we were disturbed by agressive animal socunds down the
velley., We investigated - reluctently (bunyips? lions? bears? yeti?)
-~ 1o find two buck kangaroos fighting, surrcunded by a 50m diameter
ring of female spectators. Our light barely disturbed them; the fight
lasted intermittently for approximately ninety minutes.,

Shortly after, we heard and saw a car belting toward the reserve, turn
ocnto the quarry road without slackening spe@d, followed by a loud
cerashing sound. After about ten minutes silence, we went to count the
8, arriving just in time to see an almost written-—off car removed
frem its cushion of trees and rock, still able to limp along at less
walking pace, '

Most

Y

campers left early on Monday, so we were able to do nothing, much
mere comfortably, One observation was that there was a complex var-
iety of ground plants and depenants unique to one patch where a 4WD
had chewed up a permanently moist area. This brought to mind the
analysis indicating that ‘Phytophthora’ (die-back fungus) had been
extended into vast forest areas on the catapillar tracks of bulldozers.
This suggests that a coplete bioclogical-botanical survey is essentisal,
with pericdic checking to ascertain human and vehicle impact. The
fragility of the Bungonia Plateau ecosystem is far from our present
knowledge,

Evalt Crabb

Q0C00COO0CO0
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BUNGONIA- =3 December 1978

Presents Evalt Crabb, Chris Dunne,

Following Saturday's Spelec Council meeting in Goulburn, Ev and I drove
out to Bungonia c.6bpm. We had a look around in the vieinity of Bl1l,
where Ev pointed out B57, 58, 59 and Phoenix (B60) - all the captures
to the west of Grille Cave (B44). These appear to be along the line

of a one time tributary stiream, flowing south to Ev's 'stage twWpé
Bungonih Creek (see Crabb in HCG Journal 1).

We joined NSWITSS - here for a training weekend - and camped the night
with them. We also spocke with Guy Cox (SUSS) and later got a visit
from Graeme Smith. From Guy I learnt that an article on the Geology/
Geomorphology of Bungonia is due to be published soon in 'Helectite'.
From Graeme I learnt that he and a group including Julia James, whose
camp I later visited, had been canyoning in Spring Creek (to the SE),
and were going down Odyssey (B24) on Sunday.

Ev and I left NSWITSS after breakfast on Sunday and went off to peruse
the area west of the caves road. Just down the we locked at BY3, which
is on the edge of the nominal catchment of College Cave (B84); there
is another capture further down towards the College doline, it is quite
degraded. B93 is in bedrock and is a solution grike to a depth of 3+m,
then becomes boulder pile. I negotiated a further 3m depth 8f this
inte a small chamber, in the bottom of which is a half eliptical sol-
tion arch with soil floor. This floor slopes down from a soil slump
ich has left a bell chamber reaching thru soil, I'd assume to within
3m of the surface (I'd guess if one got a bulldozer in and excav-
#d the soil downslope of the entrance one could open a fairly size-

= solution entrance. We walked 200m north across to Mike Finger's

sive dig in Bl54 doline, a capture on the western edge of the

rr limestone (as is B93) - we must get back to some of cur digs
nia! Next we walked over th Solar Cave doline (B72) and noted
§ capture, the Bunny Room (B ), both in ‘stage Three' of Ev's

ibid).

we drove over to Grille Cave where Ev explained a few of his
ions and thoughts on the cave and its surrounding ares., Prim-
y we looked at the breakdown of the caves large boulders 5+m high
ocked on small goolies, forming some of the side and under passages
in the top part of the cave., This ongoing collapse has been the sub-
Ject of several article by Ev in the past (I hope to reprint thege),

went over to the old Argyle campsite where we saw Graeme and Julia
al. returning from R24, and I gave her a copy of Journzl 1 before
leaving. On our way out we noted Orpheus Cave (adjacent to B99) and
Rose Cave (unnumbered) - both in 'stage 0' (ibid).

e

Chris Dunne

C00O0CLO0000
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BUNGONIA- dal Decsmber 1278
Present: Evalt, Wayne & Neil Crabb (HCG)s wvar . cus size members of
Macarthur Caving Group led by Barry Llewellyn.

The purpose of the trip was to introduce "W'plus Cave (B102) to MCG:
an early start detouring via Bl54 and B?ig tnen the formal overall
ripping as many bodies became sexless in the nasty B102. Much
enthusiasm about a dig in the end!

Ambling around on the way back = a new hole! Approximately midway
between 'W'plus and Erebus Caves, the sntrance had become obvious
because of drying out - subsidence - defoliztion, Hand excavation
was undertaken, yielding two rucksacks full of ‘ancient' bottles
(eireca 1930~505 indicating that this was one of the earlier caves to
be filled with farm refuse, Aside: Wk
be made over past decades by the recog
local caves by a farm household! A comp
been assembled.

«

a superb shopper survey can
ion of n“ﬂkaJlng dumped into
&te character profile hsas

o
+
W
]

i
=

Back to camp for descent eguipment; back to the hole where a ladder was
rigged - Evalt was too fait, so an MCG ‘micro-bod' descended thru the
awkward entrance - a 5m descent into a chamber with every possible
passage clogged with clay.

Dlsapp01nted and frustrated we m@v-d on to Erebus Cave@ The entrance
gully was well protected with spiders and webs - an MCG aversion - so
only Evalt, Wayne and Neil entered the At the base "of the
entrance pltches (?) there was 3 large ra;sny/flgak/crzhe/herd of small
frogs (when first entered via the now rubbish-filled entrance in 1066,
this was known as Frog Cave) Moving on, it was found that the ares

at the junction of the two enirence passsges had syide&mwebs blocking
the passage, spanning approximfitely 2snm fn”@ is dark zone ané the
spiders may have some significance, the we not disturbed., We
exited via Frog Hollow, returned ' had d¢ﬂru“ yarned, slept,
and farwelled MCG early Sun&ay morni a.s

the @ﬁhias and con~-
the reservs,

We then yarned with Don Stoneman for awh
flicts of caving on the private pre§@m.‘<:

Subsequent discussion led to the p 63

that MCG surface~survey froem
'W'plus to Erebus to relate cave a 1d

o P sy e
gce Legpures,

(eleleleleladelel elele

COOLEMAN PLAIN- 27=29 Jaauary 1979

Present: Chris Dunne, Chris Joyce, Graeme Smith,

As we only had one car-load, we joined NSWITSS for the drive in via
Tantangra; this precaution wav net realy necessary as the weather was
fine the whole weekend. They camped with several ciher groups at Blue
- Waterholes, while we elected to camp near the old mine, our usual



i

campsite,

After a bite to eat, we hiked cross-count: ? a*@at 1#km to South Branch
Sink (CP32). In marked contrast to our trip in last Octuber, flow was
down and the stream was sinking much more qz&@%ly inte its bed? before
the boulder choke; it was audible as usual in the nesarcy bedrock cleft,
We moved 200m downstream to Ev's Cave (CP20) and f@FlQW®d this in

thru some 60m of dry stream/rift passage, partly filled with boulders
and gravel; no water flow was audible as in Qctober,

Graeme has
twe years ago,

T Atea expedition,
» 4 'swim' he gets

ing, though a little

Next we walked over to River Cave (CP6), 500m %@ b
been spoilt; beglnnmﬁg wm%h a touch cf Ta ® 8
some English caving - the real thing - th v
if he can't wear his WWUw$T;T into & cave and
‘most' upset. He found River Cave mubh to his
short by world standards (serry Graenme)., We sur way to the 'Junc—
tion' where we found what I assume t¢ be a rack @f water-tracing equip-
ment placed by Jennings et al, in 1969, We waded upstream to the up-
stream water-trap, then down to the first dewnstream cone. This 1%m
sump was Graeme's main interest in the cave - he hepes to psyche him-
self into the art of 'sump-diving', It was gtflﬁ somewhat of a chall~
enge to him though there was a fixed handline thru it which one could
see on the other side via & peep=hnole to one wwdgg s0 one knew what
one was going into., Chris J. elected to f@rym this sump-dive rather
than get completely scaked to the skin « Graeme and 1 both had wet-
gults on. We two pushed eon to the next sump where the gtream flows
nte & deep pool - at gquite a rate - and gumps under one wall - this
is much more 1mﬂr@ We nosed into a ¢ passage coming

from the left just upstream, before rejol hris, Graeme
o still eager fmA ; ent (1t was ¢ ;@d ancther quick

the upstream end vefore exiting ai Omin (see Jennings

7:4}.

) on the North Branch
st sump {(at its usual
t been able to tell
despite its large cross
bel me the silt stirs

b e L wautﬁd awhile

* branch ('stage iii')
: 1} u@me still
«@nhinhm in Helectite

g around in the maze:
sages, eventually coming

» in the bottom., We exit
581 and T:2),

=

ot

I hoped we might have made it to Cliff Cave (CP4), some 2=3km further
west, towards the tr@emTiﬁ@ (see Crabb TR Easi 1978), but it was now
too late so we made our way downstream thru the gorge, 1 briefly
showed Graeme and Chris Cooleman Cave (CPl). We continued to Blue
Waterholes where we %tock & swim in the river and chatted with NSWITSS.
We dropped in on them again for a couple of heours in the evening.

"3

Sunday we made & late start ’Wun@hm¢1m6) down to the Blue Waterholes
and on to Clark Gorge. This gorge is quite impressive in its own right
but Graeme was comparing it %u some in northern Spain he'd seen, whose
relief was measured in % de of metres! We crossed over the top

of the south side of the gorge and down i Cave (CP13)? which
we merely noted on our way to nearby Barber LCP14=17),

.

We spent two heurs here, entering tne dry entrarce (CPl4)s took a few



CALCITE 28 :¢ 14 February 1979

piccies, and had a pretty thorough look thru the cave, particularly
upstream towards the wet entrance (CP15). About half-way along, the
cave has some impressive canyoning, Particularly interesting is the
width of passage, which in parts reaches 3m - certainly much wider than
most similar canyon passages I'‘ve seen., We exited via the lower, wet
outflow (CP17).

Outside again, we continued down-stream to the falls, noting the sink=~
ing some 50m upstream of the falls, of a big part of the flow into a
boulder pile on the left bank of a deep pool at a bend in the river,
Downstream of the falls, alsoc on the left bank, some 300m is the Easter
Cave resurgence (CP2l). This cave consists of a boulderpile at stream-
level where the resurgence joins Caves Creek, 1In from this is some

10m of canyon passage whose roof falls quickly to stream~level, The
floor inside the cave appears to be at least 5m deep and it is less
than 1m wide (flooded canyon passage). Various reports give the dive
as between 5 and 20m long, the swim being against the current!

We didn't bother to look at any of the other holes/caves in this vic-
inity, but returned upstream to White Fish Cave (CP18), immediately
above the falls in the left wall of a cliff and immediately above
stream-level., This descends steeply to a pool and eventually sumps.
Graeme enticed us in and round a corner inte a dry chamber; he com=-
pared this cave to some he'd seen in Nuigini (£hr in here). We return-
ed upstream to warm/dry ourselves by NSWITSS fire,dbefore returning

to camp,

Monday, Graeme was pining to make another visit to River Cave, however
we got up a little too late (8am) - we wanted to return to Sydney fair-
ly early., We broke camp at 10.30 and left via Coclamine Homestead,
Long Plain and the Brindabella road.

Chris Dunne ] P
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VALE GRANT WARREN-

It is with profound regret that we note the untimely death of Grant
Warren, an outstanding early member of HCG: we was killed instantly
when his speed-boat hit a freak wave and disintegrated, on the Hawkes—
bury River on Sunday 11 February 1979, A passenger in the boat -
Arthur Rose, also formerly of HCG - sustained broken bones in his foot
but is otherwise unhurt.

In 1961, HCG found Grant; he was alongside his overturned Land Rover —
'Hatari' - on Two Mile Hill at Jenolan; we made him mobile on condition
he join the club. He did. He blazed the present route to Tuglow via
Parachute Hill. He broke the cave-diving depth record by diving to
-2lm in Tuglow sump. He abseiled from Carlotta Arch inte a large group
of tourists on the roadway at Jenolan. He threw piano-sized rocks out
of digs. As well as his colourful performances, he was always there -
every trip, every activity - leading, cajoling, demenstrating, enjoy-
ing. Those who knew him will miss him.

Our sincerest sympathy goes to his wife Dianne, and children Bradléy,
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Nathan and Hayden.

Evalt Crabb
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Jaunter Peter Dykes 524-8723%
Evalt Crabb 607~2142
730 Liverpool Guide Hall

982~1947

Bungonia
General Meeting

Bungonia Rik Tunney

CRG Cave Rescue Practice
730 Liverpool Guide Hall

Bungonia
General Meeting

Evalt Crabb

Budawang Mountains Rik Tunney
(bushwalking)

General Meeting

607~2142
982-1947

Cooleman Plain

7.30 Liverpool Guide Hall
NSW Speleo Council Meeting - Goulburn

Tasmaniasg Steve Bunton
Maydena~Ida Bay- Mole Ck

General Meeting 7,30 Liverpool Guide Halil

524--8116

August 25 - September 2

Cooinbil Karst Rik Tunney 982.-1947
(cross-country skiing)

General Meeting 7,30 Liverpocl Guide Hall

Nullarbor Plain Rik Tunney 982-1947
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