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After a quick look at the west side of Carlos Gap

tunnel, we had to move on over Carlos Gap owing to
limited parking space. It was at this point we all saw the
rough track heading over the Gap. All cars made it to the
top where we noticed the down track to be even rougher.
All drivers decided to drive down the track to the east side
of the tunnel and head of Deadmans Creek, the start to
Alum caves.9 7 - : ; - 6 1 , . 7 7 < - 6 : = / 5 ; , - > 7 1

When we got out of the car at Deadmans Creek,
a pungent odor of something dead hit our nostrils so we
quickly grabbed our walking gear and dashed into the
bush!  The start of the creek sides were steep and thick
with forest growth however after 100metres and dropping
into the creek, it opened with grassy flat floor, which made
easy going. We followed the west side for another 100
metres before it started to get rocky. The cave was soon
found a few metres above the rocky gully close to a small
dry waterfall. It was an overhang conglomerate type cave
with speckles of alum balls in the roof and walls. The alum
ranged in size from golf to soccer balls and Phil F who is
a chemist, commented curiously about its purity so took a
small sample. Later, he reveiled that the alum is Potassium
aluminium sulphate and that these caves must be the
smallest in the world!

The main section with alum is about 10 meters across
and about 2 meters high sloping towards the back. We
looked a bit further down stream but didn’t find anything
of significance so we returned to the cars.
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After walking back up to the vehicles we were looking at
the topo and Ian L tried to scale off how long the railway
tunnel was with a broken stick. He thought it was about
400 meters and said why don’t we walk through it. So a
small group of about 7 of us walked through the narrow
tunnel (BW, IL, BR, DR, PF, 2 boys). The tunnel curved at
the end that we started from and then we could see the
light at the other end. We hoped that a train didn’t come
along even though we had a lookout on the east side.
When the brave few returned, we decide to follow the rail
line north. (Official records state this tunnel to be 382m
long so an Ian L was very close in guessing.)
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Time allowed for us to detour and follow the

service track further north another 10km to a point where
it passed through the gap and into the next valley.  There
were excellent views of Excelsior limestone quarry in the
distance whilst the rail line and track contoured around
the western valley edge passing Jump Down Creek. With
time running out, we soon decided to turn back to the
Carlos Gap mine.
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