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Volurme 11, INumber 1 ilay 1971

COMING EVIFTS

v 6 Generzl ilceting — Room 328, south-ecast corner of the Cuadrrongle at
B8pm. A socinl type meeoting with slides ete.

8,9 JENOLLN - Continuation of morphologiccl work in Mommoth + some
surveving sonevherc. Contact Jim Secbirook T4.6084

15 Library cntologuing day ot 5 The Croscent, Linley Point (neor Fig
Trec Bridge). Turn up from 9cm onvards ond help get the SUSS librory
into shove - lunch will be provided for the workers. Then thot evening
a D'IBZCUE at the scme address - turn un with stecks and flaogons
about 5mm - who knows, it may degenerate into »n orgy! Informetion
on these ~ctivities from Ludwig Muensenrcider 428,203

22,23 CLIEFDEK (awciting nermit) — surveying in Toplow loze + 2 general
relo by the banks of the idyllic Belubulzs River. The ideal Uni.
voeotion trin - contiet John Hollidoy 54.1922

29,30 JENOLAN (tentctive) — John Dunkley 759.9956. Possibly June 5,6th,

TUGLOY (tentctive) = sometime late in .lay Ludwig lluenzenreider
hones to go to Tuglow — survering, fishing otc - 428.2034.

June 3 Qenercl ilecting - Rm 328, south-erst corner of Cucdrangle ot 8om,

12,13,14 YLHRLHGDBILLY[aUQiting permit} - surveying in Eogles HNest etc.
See and feel Yogby in the winter. Jim Secbrook 74.6084.

COOLEMAIT (~waiting wermit) — surveying cither on the surfoce
or in licw Yeor Cave. Humbers moy hove to be limmited to the
ovailobility of four vheel drive wvehicles. John Hollidoy

Lotc June or sometime in July the event of the yecr - 4.1922

the SUSS onnual dinner - clwoys o memorcble ovent. Arrangements have
not yst becn completed but the date should be known soon. The venue?
The Union of course! Info from Chris Fielcdhouse T76.5028 or John Holliday

July 1 Gencreol Heeting - Tim 328, SE corner Quadrongle.

FULL ond ASSOCIATE (EUBERSHIZ F.B5 ARE NG DUE!!
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The totnl full or associnte member-hin fee for 1971/72 was incrersecd by
1,90 to 3.50 — 50¢ of this will go to the A.5.F. 8 a2 reszult of the 502
incresse in the copitoticn foe, and the other 50¢ will be used by SUSS to
fincnce, cmong othcr things, purchoszes of new geor. Tull and nssociate
Zomborshin fees nre now due, and it would be oowvrecicted if members could
got their moncey to the Trecsurer, Jernetis Dunkiey, oz soon os possible.
Severrl nembers hove olrecdy paid, but at the old rete of $2.50, thus leaving
o 1,00 diffeorence to be made un.

The new Committee hos apnointed Chris Tieldhouse as Dguipment Officer.
The eguisment will be stored ot his house - 94 Barker Tid., Strathfield
{oh: 76,5028). The log book of eguivment usege will be kent by Chris ——
triy lecders must provide him with thés information after ench trivp.

Hew llembers

3U35 hes four new full or associazte members — Hervey Smith, Ian
Ccilender, Colin iinthers, ond Jon Turner. Colin and Joan cre the first of thim
yerrs intcke of prosnectives to gnin full memberzhin.

Publicotions

fvid repders of the front cover may hove noticed o slight change — this

is the SUSS Bulletin. 'y the change? Well the publication of the 3SUSS
Jourmcl hrs been discontinued {not thot there have been any published in the
lost Tow yeors ~nywey), ond it is hoped to publish ony orticles of journel
stinford in o slightly uvgroded newsleotter, thot iz the 5USS Bullotin. Note
tho t tho velume numbering of the Bulletin is a continuction of the old lews—
izticr numbers. EBwentuclly the Bulletin will apoear with 2 printed front
cover 3 the iype used on UCS3S's '"Dovm Under”., /ny mojor publicotions by the
Sgclcty in future will znpesr as occosionsl nopers.

CONTERNTS

Coving Tricty ind You - Hurrey Andersomncess....Page 3
Trip Reports — Coolemsn, Yopby, Jenolcliececesssosssaed
Conservotion = Linke Pedder ond Colongesctsssoasesossl0
firmuol f’:eport“‘q for 19'?{}/?1&!-..0iitibt—buti-u-q!l.l!lz
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CAVING SAFETY and YOU....
A summary of Current Safety Practices and Techniques,

Section A: Personal Equipment.
1: What to buy.

Karabiners. The minimum number of krabs needed by the average caver
who is unlikely to try free cliubing or prussiking, is two. As the rope
most frequently used is Millers No.4 Nylon, which has a minimum breaking
strain of 1980 Kg., krabs of this breaking strain must be used. The
most useful and versatile is the Stubai 985 (2200 Kg. minimum). The
other should be of the screw-gated trapezoid-shaped variety, having
at least 2000 Lg. minimum brealking strain.

These krabs will enable you to set up most belays, and perform
twisted-knot abseils. Crossed karcbiner or brake-bar abseils require
additional purchasing, and this is left up to the individual.

Slings and Waistloops. Nowadays, sliags arc almost invariably
tubular webbing tape, which are ideal for running belays, stotic belays
and abseil slings. Tor the waistloop, 2" terylene webbing is becoming
popular, but your author recommends thot at least one member of a caving
party uses a walstloop made from 25' of "V manilla secured by a double
figure of eipght knot, as it can be used as an cecmergency lifeline,

Gloves. Gloves are a nescessity when belaying and are a great
confort when ladder climbing or caving in piranha-type caves. Every
menber should have their own pair, and you can obtain yours at a
ridiculously low price from me at the next G.M. (Courtesy of Gracnme
tic.Gowan) .

2: How to use it,

Before recommending any method of ty ing yourself on te the belay
rope, there are a number of factors to be takén into consideration:

A: With a direct waist-tie(eg. with a bowline and no waistline) a
person hanging on the rope will die in 10 to 15 minutes, due to the
bleood circulation being cut off throughk the diaphragnm.
B: Vith a waistloop there is some chance of turning upside-down in a
fall, and possibly falling out of the loop.
C: With a chest-tie, such a Deaudrier Alpin, there is a chance of the
krab or knot hitting you in the face in ithe event of a fall.

think the best compromise is the wailstleoop methed, where wide
webbing or 25" of thin monilla help spread the load of a fall., Therc
is lititle chance of turning upside-down, unless you are top hecavy like
Sandra MNelson, and the chance of being lefti suspended for ten minutes
iz unlikely. 4 really safe method would be to wear a Beaudrier Alpin
as woll as a waistloop, so, in the event of a fall, the climber could
clip onto the ladder to rest, and have the weight taken on his chest
instead of his innards.

The ultimate system is a combined thigh, waist and shoulder
harness, which eliminates all the above faunlits, but further investigation
iz ucecded before it can be recomnmended for caving, as it nmay be too
rostrictive.

A screw-slecved karabiner should be used to join the belay rope
to the waistloop via an overhand figurc-of-cight knot. This knot is
now preferrced te the bowline for synthetic ropes like Kernmantel,
Nylon and courlene, as the bowlinc can creep loose, or under a side=-
ways lcad, turn into a slip knot.

3
4
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Section B: Rope ilanagoment.
1: Beioyinz,.
.-__-._s..-:-é-_"._ . o
froditional Methoda. This covers all belays where the back and
hande arc used 28 a brake to hold a fall. The most common fornm is when
the belay rope is taltem around a n anchor, a bight formad on the active
rope, fod vp threough Lhe waiscloop and sceured with fwe half-hitches

& . m.
iLE LY

arcurnd the ve ropes that go vnck to the ancher. There are mony variations
to thie Logie sveoiom, such ns Ty ing the repe back inte a koraliner on

the valstleer, vsiag a sling arcund the ancher, standing, sitting,
shoulder Lolays cvics, A versatile belay cysten in which all menbers

shoulo “woeorne compotont.

The oiber *raditional mezhod is the "ligurc-of-eight™ belay where
the leop from sn overhnad Tagurce of ecight knct is placed over (or under,
if you zro beloring from belaw with o pulley ot the tep of ihe
ladder) an zncker. the tail end of the rope tied into the vaistloop
krab with anciher figure of cight Ymot, and beloying with the active
rope. The cdisadvantinge of this svstom is that there is only one
thiclkness 6f roge cornececving tia boroyer fc tle oackor, but thiz is
not imporient If the pelaysr iz wedl aruced against soncthing solid.

In its favour, the beiay s gquink ©o sot up, ard guick to change from
one person to another by unclipping the figure of cight knot from the
waistlcop karabiner.

In all troditionzal methods, the active rope comes into the hand
closest te the ¢liubcr {the dirccting hand), around the back and into
the othér hand (yhe zoniisnlling hand) with a half turn around the
forearm. llear your gloves, and when taking rope in or out, ncver have
a hand cff either rope: Grasp both ropes in one hand, and then nove
the other haud back or forward as required.

B: Dircet Beloys. (écab and Glove,fpike and Glove cte) These belays
rely or iriction generated by the gloves of the belayer to step a fall.
They are only sofc when there is no slack in the rope between the
belprer ond the ciiuber, so it requires good rope management on the

a"e oL val MICLAYOT .

A sling is placed around a suitable anchor and the rope is
clipped iato o kra®h on the sling. The belayer sits beside the krab and
feeds tho rone through as if it were on a pulley. In the event of a
fall, the belayer crushes the two ropes together near the krab with
his hands, and arrests the fall., The Spike and Glove belay is the same
exeept that the rope pgoes dircetly arcund the anchor.

Thore zre a numboer of disadvantages to this system. As was mentioned

before, it coannot hold a dynamic fall, and hence the rope must be tout
between the c¢limber and belayer at all tinmes. Alsoe, in the event of a
fall,the rope sustoing o load on a small radius threce-sixty degree
bund at the karabiner, and this could lead to a rope failure. lLastly,
the belayer is normally unprocted, and should sit in a position where
he cannot fall, or belay himself to o diffcrent anchor.

O: Mechanical belay Devices. Thic is really an cextension of the
dircet belay. Devices arc used to generate more friction so it is
gasicr to hold a fall. Crossced krabs, brake bars or kralb and piton
have been used, but these devices gencrate friction in both directions,
so the rowe is hard to pull up. The best mechanical deviece is the
Juoiar, which gives no friction when pulling the rope up, and locks on
the rope when there is a downward load. The only disadvantage is that
s call for Slack is hard to comply with.

=t
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2: Inots

As nentioned before, the best lmot for tying onto the belay rope
is the overhand figure-of-eight lknot in conjunction with a waistloop
and kralb, or a double figure-of-eight if tying directly onto the belay
rope. In nylon, a bowline and two half-hitches is the next best knot
but this lnot nust not be tied in kernmantel.

The other knots that nembers nust know are the tape knot for
joining synthetic tape, and the double fishermans knot for joining
rope. You must be able to tie a Deauwdrier Alpin with your tape sling
8s this method of tying onto the belay rope is recormended. It is also
useful for clipping onto a ladder for a rest.

There are also knots that would sometines be reguired in the event
of an accident, and menbers should know them. The bowline on the bight
and the triple bowline give two and three loowps respoectively, which
can be used as a harness for eg., raising a nerson up a shaft, Prussik
knots could be used to clinb the bzelay rope after a ladder failure.
The Tarbuck knot is useful if there is going to be any slack between
the belayer(eg. climbing a traverse) as it absorbs the energy of a
falling climber, but remember the ltnot must not be tied in Kernmantel,

CONCLUSION:

1: Learn the lknots as set out in the 5USS Handbook. This is
important not only from a safety point of wview, but also saves time if
everyone can tie onto the rope, or set up a belay, quickly.

2: tlear a waistloop (27 webbing tape or three-quarter inch manilla)
or a beaudrier alpin, or both.

3: Tie onto the waistloop or Beaudrier Alpin with an overhand
figure-of-eight knot, via a full weight screw sleeved karabiner.

L: Learn all the methods of belaying and be able to set up a
belay in any situation,

In conclusion, I would like to point out that caving accidents
are rare, out this is no reasen to become cowmplacent. Prevention is
better than z full scale rescue, 5o keep in mind the following when
tying onto a rope, setting up a belay, preparing to abseil etc.

Aecidents don't happen, they are causcd.

There are only two causes: Unsafe Acts and Unsafe Conditions,

URRAY AVTDERSON (Safety Officer)
References:
Blockshaw A., Mountaincering
Robinson D& Greenbank A., Caving and Potholing.

TiS51k HEWS

During recent months Tosmanie has been experiencing a svell of very dry
weether, so dry in foect that another asssult on Kheznd—dum has become

fecsible. This will nrobebly tzke place over the Anz- e longweckend, s
long »s the wenther holds, and as long 2s there cre enough takers. fny

123t minute news on the results of the trip will sprnear in a back page
ston press.
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TRIP? REZORTS

Cooleman Flain, April 8-13, 1371

"SUSS Returns to Coclemen for Esster!

Present: John Holliday(TL), .urray Anderson, indrcw Hepp, Jack and Judith
Voughn, Zyg Szromke, lonfred Listing (il's), Reb Wetson, Harvey Smith, Graeme
UcGowon, Inn Iilligon, Bob Spence (P's), Reymor Listing, Christine ? (V's),
Ien Callonder(P-on SSS nevnit}. ilso a2t Cooleman rere Elery Hemilton—Smith
(Vst), Jeoe Jennings(CSS), fndrow Povey(UNSUSS), Julic Jomes, Dicne Perkins,
Tony Mowling, licil lionigomery cnd others(all SSS).

Teather: Beautiful —— fine and clear until llondey z2ftermoon when approcching
storms forced those romaining at Cooleman to ronidly evocuate.

The party arrived betuveen mid-—day Thursdey cnd mid—dcy Friday and camp
was set up under the small gums 21t the end of the voint between Caves Ck.
and the tributary from the efflux.

During Friday the vhole party wos infected by 'Coolcman lethergy'. 2Zyg,
Hanfred and Iurray went elimbing in the Gorge,; ond /ndy, John and Fob went
on a surface recce. of the crez between Clown Cove and the Gorge. The
fishing that evening proved to be mnor — actuzlly there were plenty of fish,
it's just thot they're smart and thus the only things Zyg cocught =ll Easter
werc the morning and evening 'rises'. Fridey night sow the first of the
brudy campfires as ve entertcined ocarselves with recitetions of 'unlaundered
limericks' and gquotes from thot chempion chunderer Borry !icKenzie.

On Saturdoy srork storted in verncst. Andy, John and Ian C. set about
mavping Rebellion (IPrustretion) Ceve and Iurvay led porties to Clown and
Pish Coves, the latter being the scone for o rother icy dip. In Rebellion
Cove the water flow wras slightly less thon the 0.3 cusecs reported on the
fustralic Day long-weekend. The mep at CRG grade 4 is ot present being
droughtod by Lndy Hewne &L weta was collected and presented to Elery H-S.

Sundaoy saw Hlyz go climbing cgain -- this time go attacked the bluff
ncor the Zlue Uoterhole, but without great success. However, he did manage
to carry out some unintentidhl ond rother hairy looking gibberology. That
aiternoon the survey wos completed ond the evening appenred set for a planned
booze-un cum orgy. nfortunctely 2 girl from ¢ fishing poarty was reported
lost in the scrub ond SUSS and 555 then organised & joint search which was
gilled off 2t the last minute, but just late enough to kill any festivities.

Hondry saw people bogimning to lecve so thoat by 2pm only John, lurray,
Keith(irom the Yogby party) ond 5 SSS bods remoined ot Cooleman. A surface
troverse down the Hebellion Cove volleoy wos plenned using a iliner's dial
kindly lornt by Joe Jennings, bub this wos abondoned when someone noticed
large black clouds approcching. Never haove three cars been so guickly packed
-— e verc clmost at the Brindobells trock when the muck set in. Dinner that
night consisted of well secsoned 'dog'; beautifully cocked by Julia Jomes,
end comn wos finelly mede at Cotter,

Hext morning ofter some interesting corly morning driving we made Can—
berr> vhere, togother with Andrew Povey we visited Joe Jennings ot the ANU,
Joe wrescntcd 2USS yvith severzl Cooleman enve maps and is eager to receive
o cony of the Rebellion (Trustr-tion) Cave mep.

cont. over
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The trip home wcs uncventful cxcept for the 2hre wested ¢t the mournfully
glow Golden IMleece Nestourant ot Collector.

Comments: 1, The Coolemen arer continues to be abused. There was rubbish in
the Creek; the fishing was poor and the compsites dirty. e comped ot a
site which had been used on the Austrolia Doy long-weekend by a groupn of
Canberra boy scouts and we found that they had left ditches where they had
had their tents ond their toilet ales was rather disgusting. Tortunately
the N.P.7.3. is now doing something cbout this rbuse —— rangers visited the
area on all four says and four illegal cavers were booked on the Friday.
Honefully they will keep up these »notrols — ~n inspection of fishing lie-
ences wouldn't go zstray either.

2. Cooleman should be visited on the Junc long-veekend (weather permitt-

ing) 2s therec is plenty of work to do. It is good to know that cny work
SUSS does will be used by Joe Jomings.

3. Harvey Smith hod his rodios with him ond these were of considercble
use ond would have been a rezl asset hod the orgonised mecrch got underwiy.
If 3USS ever gets access to cheap rodios, os VA did, then they should jump
at the chance.

John Hellidoy

Yarrongobilly, April 8-12, 1971
"Bagles Nest Doline Surveyed"

Present: Jim Seabrook(TL), Alen iloule, Rick Tunney, lorvk Gainsford (21l M's),
Jim iloule, Bev Riley, Jonice Turner, Jeff Turner, Colin HMathes, Roger
Steadman, Keith Brister, Nick ? (P's).

Caves Intered: North and South Glory Holes {'t-nurist}, the Ezgles T}_Ie.'s‘t system,
and Dast Deep Creek. Also four small caves on the Yagby R, 111784833

eather: Wonderfull!! SHA map 249182

Worlk Done: 1. On Thursdey the Clovy Hole Coves were inspected to opproise the
work done in impnroving them for tourists. Ths set-up in these caves iz, in
my opinion, s good 23 ~ny I have zccon. The NPUS are to be congratuleted on
the work they hcve done in diswnleying these caves to their best advantage.
"hiilst the do-it-yourself inspection of the 3outh Glory Iliele is a unique

cnd enterteining idea, the Service may find trouble with peopnle stoying

from the estrblished poihs.

2. Grode six survey of the Y1-2-3 doline. A permonent base line has
been wloeced from Y1 to Y2 using copner neils to mork the stotions. The
instument wes set up ~t zeeh stotion end bock becrings taken. The rest of
the doline was mopped by triengulation. . The forestry compass is a pleasure
to use but the hoir lines could be wvery hord to recd in the dark.

TThilst the survey was progressing Nick become sencrated from his prriy
end wos subseguently found by the Zagles Hest party. Apparently ie had been
treed by o mob of small nigs olthough there iz 2z chonece that whet actually
scared him wes the E-H party thundering through the bush.

cont. over
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3. CGoneral gxplorntisn and nhotogrophy in Y3-1-2, Y5 and Y22.

4. On Sundey four small uvnumbered coves at river level were cxplored.
All were less thon 1504t end two of them hod meamslion residents —— one pig
and one wombat. Colin menaged to becone more familiar with these occupants
then he reslly desired.

th

Genercl Obscrvations: 1. The caves mrere much drier thon usunl. Ilost pools
were dry the rest were down ~bout 3ft. The possage to the pretties in Y2
had o pool 8'%3Y deon instord of E0'x3'.

2. The pretties in ENC are getting muddy Aue to too meny people going
in there without taking off boots ond overclls.

3. One could not help but notice thot the wild pig population in the
arca has increased cut of all prosortion. Js8 these znimals cre not mert of
and do exccssive domoge to the natural environment they should be eradicoted.
Perhops the WPYS could issue npermiis to reecreditcd hunters for this areo,

4. A bottle of matches cbout eight yerrs old was rotrieved from a pool
in ERC. There wcoaz about o one millimetre coating of ecclceite crystals over
half of the votile. It was prescented to Phil Crooke on behalf of SUSS
for the museun/info. office. Also rotrieved were two boyornet movnt Phillips
floshbulls vhich helped to date the vottls., It might be pointed out that
thiz bottle hod mere caleite deposited on it thon the milkbottle in the
Temnle of Beal, Jenolon. This is o growth rate approx 6 times greater.

5. Thot was possibly a party of freelance covers wrere seen apparently
comeing from Y58 late ou Sunday night.

. A relatively tome wollaby came within 15' of the campfire earlier on
Sundey night. This disnloys the lack of fenr that some animals are devel-
oping z2fter being in a notional park. This same wallaby later abseconded with
four hot cross buns.

Jin Secbrook

Jenolan, 27/28 March 1971

" '"You can't get logt...' "
Present: John Dunkley(TL), Jeanette Dubkley, Ted Anderson, John Holliday,
Murrey Anderson, Ron Murray, Brion Uyihes (il's), Bruce Nelan, Bev Riley,

Grzham-Bailey, Ian Callander, Lindsey Tucrt, Harilyn Long, Cherie Vheeler
(?'s), Lndrew Povey (visitor from UNSHSS).

After an eeric drive to Jenolan, thru fog for most of the way, the perty
was predored for o typiccl Jenolan tyne weekend —— overcast conditions with
occosionnl drissly roin. Following a damp breckfrst lMommoth Cave was entered
ot 1l.00zm. The perty split into throe —— Ron led one group (Jeanette,
ilzrilyn, Bov, Lind=zey, Cherie, Bruce and {rcham) to Southern Secction and
Upner Qolite area, omerzing about 6.,00mm. Group two led by John D. (plus
John H., lurray, Drion and Ian) and group three (Ted and indrew) both
headed for the Grect North Coverh.

cont. over
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Assured by instuctions from Ted thot 'you can't get lost', groun two
turned left insterd of right ot the top of a mud slope lcading to the fiorth
Tunnel, negoticted an 80' long muddy sgueeze ond enterad & section previously
unknovn to SUSS and not uopearing on any maps. It hod been entered before as
there wes 2 smoked inserintion on one wall —- 'R.ILC. EEfoﬁlg 25/11/¢c2",

The identity of the discoverer is unimown but he nay have been & NUSS mcmber
(Weweastle were active in Hammoth obout the carly 60's), cnd thus o letter
has been sent to them. The main cavern here copears to be & continuction of
the Railwcy Tunnel, and thus the only known northerly extension of this
system. A gradc 3 survey was completed ond the section hes tentotively been
dubbed 'Cen't CGet Lost' Section in honour of Tid's assured statcment.

Thile John's nerty was blundering cbout in this pert, Ted and Andreow
overtook ond thundered on to the Grect North Covern for photography. They
were about to lecve the G.71.C. when group two srrived, heving agoin got loct
ot the flowstone barrier just post the 1000 Friction Squccze. The G.H.C. wes
a very welcome sight, ond the trip back vns not ns difficult as expected.

Once cut of the Worth Tunnel progress to the surfoce wos very fast considering
the buggercd condition of the party. The surface wes reached 2t 2.00am Sun.

Leter on Sunday a reconnaissance wos mede unstream os far as Uiburd's
Loke for o proposed surfoce survey ot Boster. llcEeowns Ck wros not sighted
cnywhere. Heanwhile seversl eerly lesvers had car trouble —— Brian engnged
in some drematic reverse gear driving to get un the hill from the animal
enclosure cnd John H. ripoed the muffler of his VI ond then spent several
frustroting hours unsuccessfully trying to coax it back on with the much
opnrecicted heln of some of the Guides.

Gencral observations in lammoth: The dry siphon was up with 18-24" air space
and perhaps 12" of woter to wede through. It had fallen considerably since

a sighting by Helbert(S33) the previous week. Central I. wes less than one

cusec ond Centrcl Loke was low enough to progress post normelly.

John Dunkley

S~fety: Thilst in the 'Cen't Get Lost' Section Drisn got badly stuck head-first
down & very dangerous rock tube. The tube goes off ithe side of a pit, recched
via o formantion soucerme at the northern exteemity of the Section. [, skull
and crossbones marks the enirence and indicates the hazord. Brisn stuck his
herd in end his hat fell off and rolled down. He then went down to get it
but could not get boack up. He wes stuck for porhaps l/4hr end it is 2 tribute
to him that he 2id not panic. Eventually a loop was tied in the end of a
weistloon ond thrown to him. With his hends in this and John D. pulling and
John H. mulling his legs, one very buggered caver slid up ond out.

lention con also be made here of the one hour weit by Trion and John H.
=t the dry siphon. It certcinly proved how cold one can get through inoct-
ivity, cven in lrmmoth, and perticularly when onc is pretty near exhaustion.

John Hollidey

HEL? FIGHT TATER POLLUTION -
DRINK HORE BEEDT O SUSS TRIPS!!
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CONSERVATION

Tasmenie — Hydro Cone Ilnd

Tosmanions are ot present fighting, in & last ditch effort, to save
Lake Pedder ilationcl Park from drowming. If present Government plans proceed
then Lake Pedder will eventually be submerged under the waters creacted by
the damming of the Serpentine and Huon Rivers, os pexrt of the Cordon River
Scheme. JAccording tc the Hydrocleciric Commission (HIC or 'the Hydro') the
new Loke Pedder thus formed will heowe & grect hoauly of its owvn. However,
mogt neople who howve becn to Loke Pedder or who sew the "Four Corners!
programme on April 24th disegree = its wide beaches ond setting cmongst
the unique nlcoin and meyntoin sechery of B Tasmenisa make it a gem really
worth preserving.

The point iz Lake Pedder con still be saved for a cost of up to ,10m.
J.G. Hosely, writing in "The Australion' of April 23nd, states that the only
reason thot the new Lake Pedder exists iz so that the wotcrs from it can
flow by grovity vir the lleFortlen Pres Conal info Leke Gordon, the main
storcge ond the one coanceted to the nower sicotion, For an additional [5-8m
he stotes thot only the lover Sermventine would neced to be dammed (thus
saving Leke Pedder) and the wator could be pumpsd into Lake CGordon.

The Tocsmanian Government is, howewver, deaf to such crguments — it
has even rejocted regucsts for a referendum on the issue, although its hard
to understrnd why. If-one hed been held and the neonle voted to prescrve
Loke Pedder; ithen the Government could have spont extra money on this with
& clear politiccl conscience. PBut no, the industry and developmental interests
baclking the Government could not be denied their way. Thus Loke Pedder will
almost certainly drown.

The Gordon River scheme is only the start of course. The Pieman
River =chene in W Tasmanis was recently approved == it will flood one of
fustrclia's wildest rivers. Ieenvhile the Hydro is investigeting potenticl
dom siteos 2ll over the South-Test. Think of a river snd one doy they hope
to flood it. The lckes created will cover enormous arees of unexplored
limestono, which syeleclogists have juat not had the time nor the money to
get to.

1
7

5L meries of doms on the lower CGordon are probebly next on the list of
Hydrs rlons although: it will be the ultimete shambolic situstion if they
eventucte. The veint is thot the doys of the reign of hydro power are
nuiaberel.  Muclear power will ultimotely become ns cheap os hydro power
(sursly before the lover Cordon is flooded ). It is alrecdy less destuctive
of the cnviromment, as well os being more reliable. Tesmenion hydro power is
certoinly not relinble — one only has to think of the drought 2 fow years
ego and ihe power cuis it coused., Tesmania, if it is not careful, could end
up with plenty of hydro power, net enouch tokers; and hundreds of square
miles of flonded wilderness to boot.

Tortunntely, however, some environmental consciousness does appear to
be secning ceross Boss Strait (the Leke Pedder fight is an example).
Ultimately this may force a re-examination of Tasmenian priorities. For it
iez highly debateble whether industriclisction viz Liydro wower was ever
really an ocnswer to Tasmania's continueing cconomic problems. Perhaps
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Tesmania would be better to opt out of the industriclisction race being
pursued by all the meinlend stotes, ond other advenced countries for thet
matter, Perhaps she would be beiter to fully prescrve her noturel becuby.
Such & decision could recd great dividends, porticularly if Tesmanie roclises
thot it has only pricked the surface of its tourist potential.

John Hclliday
Colong — Vietonry in Sight

The snnucl general meeting of fssocisted Portlond Cement anufrcturers
took plece in lelbourne lost Hednemdoy, Lpril 28th. Despite the change of
venue it wes o typically stirring mceting —— 2 mojor version of the SUSS
AGH. The retiring chcirmen of LPCH, Sir Gront _crrier, cpneored on "This
Day Tonight" thrt night cnd stated thot he wes honoiul thot the remerves
at Herulen would prove sotisfactory (a2 rev.rt iz cxected in about three
months) and that if this wes the coze then on crcnonge of leases would be
negotinted with the Government. In fret irom the goneral tenor of his
stotement 1t appecred that Sir Grent wes nore thon hopeful, he scemed
almost certain. Lets hope thot the joy of retiring ~nd the thouzht of no
more rowdy meetings to chair hodn't gone to his herd. LS

THE GRE/T NON-DEBATE

~#t the Sydney Dpelcologicel Socicty meeting on April 29th nn informel
debote took ploce on the issue of ledders with lifelines versus single rope
technioues (ic: broke-bar cbsciling end jumers for the nscent). It wes o
pity thet the originelly ploinned Tormal debate did not toke place, elthough
if it had the results could have been o little emborrassing for the ladder
supnorters.

The single ropc side (Julia Jrmes, Neil iiontgomery, Andrew Pavey)
presented 2 reesonebly well zrgued case. The ccsence of theoir technigue is
exnertise. Single rope uscrs must proctise ossiduously ond be prepared to
mcintein @ ronge of exwensive genr. The techniocue apparently has great
cdventrges for cove exnlorction, It is much quicker then laddering end
obviously hog a place in the covers 'bog of tricks'. It hos been used
successlully for ycors overseas, porticularly by the Americons, ond would
be 2 boon in cxploring the dcep coves of Newr Seal nd and Tesmenie, ns long
28 thore are enough comnetent poonle to meke 2 teoon.

The ladder sunporters (Ben MNurse, John Borwick, John Wollker), in
confret, presecnted z poorly crgued rnd preodrred cose. They prescmted a2 mass
of bewidering stotistics and ecgerly extolled the well known virtues of
ledders. Ilowever; ot no stoge could they refute the eloims of the other
side that single rope techniques have 2 mlece in the expert cover's renetoire.
Hor could they cnswer to the foet of the successful oversecs ussge of
singloc rope techs. In fect either they did not wrnt to, or were not cepable
of mrking o debnte of the issue.

Thus the debnte in reality wrs e non-debote. Hovever, ot lecst the
evening gove the single rope users ¢ chonce to erplain their tochnioue to
e ferv Nore ¢ vers.

Id. (correspondence welcome! )
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THE 1970/71 *FNULL REPORTS

President's Report 1971

A President's Report should presumably cover the highlights, trends and problems of
the past Society year, draw conclusions and speculate on future glories . . .

The Society Perhaps the most encouraging trend has been the substantial increase of
nearly 50% in membership of the Society compared with 769=70., This was brought about
by a vigorous recruiting campaign last year and continued active caving throughout the
year, There has been another big inerease in prospective membership this year from
Orientation Week., Several members of long standing depleted active membership by
going overseas — Dick (}ad Dog) Heffernan to Tierra del Fu=go, Mike & Ros Shepherd to
Chile, Rick and Pat Crowle to be mafried in America, and rem Fitzgerald and Jeanette
Ferguson to England,

Meetings and Functions General meetings have been well attended but a problem arose
recently when our usual venue was lost; this should hopefully be resolved within a
month, Two highly successful ficld trips were well attendsd at Wahroonga Hocks, and
followed by & barbecue and booze-up for which we must thank iurray Anderson and his
parents, Several members attended a smorgasbord and slide leeture by Bro, Nicholas,
former President of the National Speleologicak Seceiety, U.S.A. 5USS arranged a one day
visit to Wombeyan for this distinguished visitor. The Annual Dinner featured Dr B.J.
O'Brien, former President of this Society and of the Australian Speleological
Federation and former Professor of Space Sciemce at Rice University. He has recently
been appointed Director of Environmental Protection in Western Australia. In July
about 70 people heard Mr R. Murdoch, Director of Tourism, deliver the first Barbara Dew
“emorial Lecture. organised by this Society.

Publications The Newsletter has increased substantially in quality and quantity under
the vigorous editorship of John Holliday, and the recurrent problems of printing were
overcome for a few more mouths, Zig Szramka arranged typing and Rick Crowle printing of
a new Journal last yecar, but the job is not complete and in the meantime there is still
much material worth publishing which needs a typist, The main reason SUSS does not
publish more is not that we have no work worth reporting but simply that too often it
is not typed; printed and published while still interesting, This is a serious problem
deserving far more consideration and attention than it has received lately. The last
copy of "Cawes of the Nullarbor", which SUSS and CHGSA ¢an rightly claim to be the
finest publication ever on Australian speleoclogy, sold the last copy in Hobart for an
accumulated surplus of about E250.

Equipment This year has seen the final depreciation of the 1966 generation of ropes
and ladders and we are up for a big bill this year., As well, a forestry—type compass
has at last been pbtained through the good auspices of Bob Hawkins (5SS} and financed
by lpans by the Commiitee members. An approach to the Students Representative Council
for a grant towards equipment was totally ignored end complaints had to be made to the
Stwudent Advisor.

Spelcological Research Council This is a limited liability company composed of SUSS
memberss Ted Anderson and I in March presented a report on proposed restructuring of

- the company which was accepted in prineciple, We have been asked to consider and report
on means of implementi g the proposals,
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Finance This Society has done some of the most tru. v original speleological research,
as distinet from systematic caving, in this country, albeit haphazardly. %We have deone
it almost entirely from members' own time and pockets. I think it is a disgrace that
no institution of this University sees its way clear to making even a small grant in
aid, The marrow minded football type conservatives of the Sports Unicn do not even
recognise speleology as a sport, We are the only University speleo club in Australia
without financial assistance., Counsequently, if we are to renew depreciating equipment
and maintain our regular commitments, a fee rise is inevitable and I ask you to consider
the problem in a responsible manner. The Comnittee has devised supplementary sources
of income which will be explained later.

Conservation In 1970-1 members attended conservation functions at Sydney and Macquarie
Universities, made themselves voecal at the shareholders mzeting of Australian Portland
Cement hanufacturing Ltd (the Celong wreckers-in which we kold one share), and complained
about the proposed rercuting of the Suowy Mountains Highwey at Yarrangobilly. A number
of bat certificates and books haye been sold with proceeds aiding Mt Eyna Caves in
Jueensland, and a donation was made to the Barbara Dow lemorial Furd of the Wildlife
Preservation Society.

Australian Speleological Federation With the possible exception of the Victorians, no
ciub in Australia has supported A.S.F. as vigorously as 5USS has. We have provided 2
Presidents, a Secretary and 2 editors among others, and of course it was on our initiative
taat the Federation was formed. Unlike our vocal friend 5SS, we believe we receive

rather mare than our money's worth and we supprted a fee increase this year not for
mereenary reasons but because we know the A.S5.F. has already shown its ability to use
resources wisely in the best interests of Australian speleology, without having to
Justify itself to every last member of every Society, 8 SUSS members attended the

Aobart Convention and subsequent fielf trips, both being an ungualified smashing suecess,
7 members fronted a Search and Rescue Practice at Kempsey and 2 went to Newcastle for

a meeting of the N.S5./, Co—ordination Comsittee,

Conclusion  In concluding I have to thank the Committee members for their sterling
services to the Society over the past year and for their patience in meetings that went
on into the early hours, I don't think enough members appretiate that the work dope by
comuittee Members is not all elaret and chips.

At the and of next year SUSS will co-host the Ninth Biennial Convention of the
sugtralian Speleclogical Federation in rdeny. This will involve us in a great deal of
oriucization and liaison with University of N.S.W. Speleclogical Society, with
soverrment institutions, the Press and other speleo societies. The next year is going
to be a big challenge; let's enrure that SUSS retains ite high reputation end continues
its contributions to Australian speleology and to its members social 1ife, Tae lask
rear has been really terrific, le%'s make the next one even hetter.

John R. Dunkley,
PRESIDENT
1970 - 1
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Treassurcr's Report
Fincneial Sintement for the Yeer 1-3-70 to 20-2-T1.
Beceipts
dembership - full 58-50
rsgocliate 2000
wrosnoctive 4550 127-00
cdges ond cords — LST cords =15
metcl badses 1-50
cloath hadees ~Be=DF B-90
Sale of goods - journals 3-55
LSF handbooks 7-00
donated goods by cuction 3=20
nylon webbing 12~50 2635
Supver profits =51
Bank intcrest 475
SUSS dinner 107--50
Rencynent from Specinl Fund for postrge of Hullorbor hook £=26
Rencyment from G Hunt for overvayment last yoor =10 124-12
Toitnl Receionis 286-37
Crsh in hend ot 1-3-=-T0 10-25
Coch in bonk ot 1-3=T0 113-31
$ 409-93
Peyments
Tublicotion costs — stotionery and duplicrting T9-34
postage 12-55
nrinting of notices 14=50 106-33
Secrctorial exponses — gonorol 2500
duty stomps =40
chcgue book 2=40 22--90
Subscristions — AST 11-50
'Helictite! 2=
Noetionel Parks fhssoc. A-=00
Colong Commitice 7-00 24-92
SUS8S dinner 129=R0
Orientation weck st-lls (2 yerrs) 27-50
Yogtcge of Nullarbor vook (repeid from Specicl fund ) 6-26
ASF hondbooks T-00 170-26
Totcl Pryments 324-45
Oreh in hond ot 28-2-T1 500
Oeekodin bonk ot 28-2-T1 80-48
U 409-93

Jecnstte ¢. Dvnkley - Trecsurer 1970-T1

rudite? by J.B. Hollidny 30-3-T1
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Editor's Report

I took over the editing of the Newsletter in September last yeor,
dince then I howve been able to ineremse the content of the Neowsletter conszid-
er:bly snd there hos 2lso been a genernl improvement in the quolity of the
articles. This has becn occheived by »leonning each edition well shead, rother
then by beshing it togcther over o weckend. The co-overation of other
members is apnreciated —— artiecles n~nd trin revoris no longer hoave to beo
'chased up' to guite the same extent ~s weos once nccessory. If this keoos
un the next year should see the continuction of the present highly reedable
and regular Mewsletier.

John 1. Hollidey 1-4-T1
Safety Officer's Renort

In the latter wort of 1970 I wrs electod Sofety Officer after Rick
Crovle resigned. The leodders were in good condition evcept for lodder '0Y,
vhich kos since been rctired from service. This leaves SUSS with only three
ledders, so others will hove to be cequired in the necr future.

The rope situstion wns bod, in terms of both condition and orgenisation.
Hy recommendotions to vurchasc new roves (sce SUSS Nl. V10, 199 : 68) were
cgreed upon, ~nd the Society should recp the bencfits of sifer ceving during
the next few yecrs.

In conclusion I would like to point out thot the eguipment is only
s scfe os the person who sets it un or uses it. Thersfore I would like
to scc cll members, esveci~lly the prospectives, become conversont with
current sofety prictices end techniques cs they cre published in Handbooks
and Hersletters.

Safe sveleolopy,
Hurrcy J. fndorson 1-4-T1

o —

Zocords Officer's Henort

The S5USS records ore in 2 mess. During the yeer records -nd trip
reports cmounting to coumrox 107% of 21l SUSS recrrds were possed on to me
by Denis "amd. 11 of the !linute books have beon cecounted for except the
corliest one (commenced 1948). Heanwhile some 90, of 2ll records remain
missing.

fttempts cre being made to recover or perhans remloce these lost
records. Letters heve only recently been sent to 21d SUSS members who were
aciive obout the time the records dis-ppeored (1966-67), and hovefully this
will throw_ . some light on the siturtion. If noit it mey be possikle to
reconstuct some of the records from carly Ile:clelter reports and the
personzl records of old members.

To safegucrd current records it is recommended thot ~ll trip reporis
be nasted in & very large book.
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In conclusion meoy I ask, thoet if any verson recding this report hos
in his pessescion or knows the whereabouts of any trin rcporis, the 13548
minute boolk, mops or other such items. would he please contoet the Socicty.

Iudvig G, Jluenzenreider 1-4-T1

Eguiument Cf{ficer's Tenort

Fouipmert hold os ot 31-3-T1l:

Jx50! lodders — 2x12" runss swoecing, 1x15" r.s.
1x150' menille rove (1 1/2") = red @
1x120! monille rope (1 1/2") = vlue re

1x150' no. 4 nylon rove — belaying only - red dye
One corbide lemn ond one hclmet (bottered)
Lesorted bot-coiching goor

One inflateble rubbor dinghy (7)
(ne senling ﬁolc fr¢=~'1“; somevhcre)

1x200' menills rope (2") (not used bocause of it s bullk)
One Ushikotio ?urfqu*y comynes + trisad

One theodolite + tripod (sroperty of SRC)

Jemes 1.0, Secbrool 1-4=-T1

Sceretary's Henort

JUS3 recoived 190 publiecrtions from more then 35 cluhs ond orgonis—
ntiong, ond currenily we zend our FKeowsletter to over 20 of these.

Zightoon new members were yrilcoued into 5USS from the ronks of ninety
ol srosuoetives thot joined during the year.
1lights of the yorr rere the Barbara Dew lfemorinl Lecture on EB/TXTD,
the ennusl dinner vith SBrien J. O'Brien os guest spezker (o memorcble event
for oll concerned ), cnd the ASF Conference in Tesmeonic over Xmes attended by

cisht SUS3 membors.

Other mejor evenis from the sceretrorial point of view were the attempts
%o obtoin finrnce from the SiRC, correspondence with Pisher Librory regording
the BUSE livrcory, our eviction from cur old meeting ploce and ctitemtas to
find r new wvenuz, ond the introduction of trip feos.

Jomes H.G. Seabrock 1-4-T1

Motice of Motion Concerning the Constitution

llotice i= hereby given of the following Constitut@onzl motion, movod
by Zyg Szxzrake cnd oceonded by Ilonfred Listing: Toword Section 6.g. to resd:
"L simwle mojority of members present ond voting a2t ~ny general
meeiing, shoil heve nover to rmend, rlter, reoverse ond decl with
cny decision of the Comnmitiee cs the lieeting determines cpprooricte®
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Colong

MELBOURNE, Wed-
nesday, —- More thon
.. 200 conservationists in- £ R
cluding 12 from Syidney,
dnvaded and disrusied
the Australian Par,
Jand Cement Manufac-
“turers Ltd annual meets -

-

" For three hours the con-
urmxm‘::ls ?llal:k:d. Ih:
Som policies, raiss
_pulmf ordér,” shouled

‘comments and, on three -

'oécasions, moved woles of
no.confidence in the chair-
I'HI'I'I

They were th-u primar-
ily to protest against ihe

. company’s plans o ming

Fimestone * at the Colong-
caves mtnreN in m;i' fl’hi‘
angra Boyd Mation &Ik,
60 miles from Sveney.
Since 1987 they have

" been buoying APCM sgheocg

to enable them to w0k

. at the company's annual X
. meeling. "
i .'The conservationists out-|,

numbered the other ghe =it
holders today, bur batweinl.
them they controfled onlyi.

C 1,200 :

12.5 million shares, with|

the company’s

meémbers of the board con-
trolling most of the others,
- On three oucasions, when
the conmsefvationists  at-

dng in Melbourme' to-
.-day aiir e s

TR

at

valionists  alterded,
‘with a
the ;N5
vationists,

The small AMP thcab
r:m: was packed with 300
people, some of whom had
to stand,

Conservationizts  claim
that if minicn progeeds at
Colorg, a beaaliful, sainml
wildlife area will be ruined,
a4 mountiin removed -a
river polluted and » pot- .
work of power lings biilt.

The meeting opencd on
an unusual note. with a
conscrvotionist than®ing the
compzany for heiding the
merting in Molboumnz,

It mave Sydn=y consvrva-
lionists & chance toipicet

spch
oxy vols given by
group of cofsers

"H {“'.'.';h_

1\&-&.- E\L L-" 'Kh.r"

\ IO

e ol ""q.-.r..-

@E"’%

fagir soutl+m coualerparts,
ho said. ;

Mr Milo Dunghy, secre-
tary of iks Colong Caves
Committes, movid for ths
rejection of the minutes of
the last mesting as not pre-
senting & frue pistore

Whan this motion was re-

fused, by moved a vota of
ne Bm‘“d""ic" in tha chair.
nign, Sir Great Faldor,
+ The - chairman  jgnered
Mr Daunphy's elrun that
the compeny hed acted
illegally in building a road
and carrying eut drilling on
a public ressrve - outting
one of its Na3W leazcs.

&ir Gront Fersier -1 he
had no knowladge of any

vocal

m@@ﬁng

urtlawfol act by the com-
pamny. e

“There may have been
some occasion when thm
was a misu
hesaid, '

Sir Grant said alterna-
tiva deposits to those at
Ccelong Caves were being
investigated at Marnan,

Ee hoped for a final goos
logical report on this area
in three or four months,

If the second limestons
reserve  proved  workable,
the company would negoti-
afte with the Government
for arn ec:hanna of leases,
he said

) Fampau:r
Jemaolon  eritics, P

m

tempted to force an issue, | P }L
8 ‘poll was culled for and Y '_-...;.f
tlm directors won enasily. il o
The company, nhgch has i d
its headquarters in Sydouy, S ] L H
e s Sl MELLTURIE, Mon, — A rock climber lawered
first time. . |himsel? by mps: frem the top of a seven-storey
The conservationisis ! g A ' R .
claimed the move was] Buriiclin 1 today to publicise @ conservation
made 1o mrmd a confronte- 4
-h‘ﬁ Cﬁ-?";! uiﬂn!l £ o 1/
Abgut 200 local conser-! 7T supooris i proup that Bortland  Crment Many-i Rey. £ gt
# L5 is trying €9 slop plans foeturesy vArsls Lag Lasi Todar, Eden - caried
te  cxploit  Bmestone  rve-!alr ofice in the baildcer @ with aim 62 proxy share-
serves ab Mount Avmonr]  Che serervatio st holder voles, :
and e Culony Caves, Dow  elaim The oo y\"&v wnig . The  organiser of
sauth Waics. e expinit the Lo nes stome : Melbourne  conlingent of
Thousands  watched as 1eserves i Ao rmur’ ‘Bave lhe Colong Caves”
the climber David FBden: and the Colong Caves,  tommivee  Dr.  Harvey

came down the face of a-

The area 'l.u'- rens

hullding at the corner D\f claimed 3 wildife s2ne-
Sueen Streel and I.dt.llr tuary in 1399 wiad farms
Bourke Slresi, part o e 47 000-neoe

The Sydney-baswed min-

K anangra-Moaxd Far, G0
corporation Asseeiated |

miliz ssuth-west of Hn]..

: Colwen, ¢osenior lecturer in
; Miathematics at Trobe
D University,  was
icotpath ta wneet Eden,
| He was  handed

fprovies  and  Imunediaiely

- registered  them  in
"t company’s ofliee,

1[ The conservation c¢ome-
mitter heo.. Y votes will

Bl sareting .
pof e company in Mei- |-
bourme  on Wednesday |
from going ghead with 'Lh.t :
:Loluﬂg profect,

4

ol the ;-
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Colong critics

A large number of irate cons

ervationists

turned up at the Associated Poriland Cement
Manufacturers (Aust) Ltd annual meeting yes-
terday despite the deterrent switeh of venue
from Sydney to Melbourne.

The meeting, which went
{or three bours. was ab-
tended By shout 200
shareholders, most of them
copservatonists  protesting
aboul the compuny’s plans
to mine the Colong Caves
in NSW for limesione, .

Three polls, three  votes

of me conhdence in iqhe
chairman, nrumerous pomts
of order and.:a cry of
“revolution”  were high-
lights of the meeling,

When ihe  meeling
cpened a shareholder pro-
posed 2 wote of thanks 1o
the board for holding the
meeling in Melbourne

it is  usually held in
Sydney,

“le gave us a eood
opportunity to meet Iocal
canservalionists,™ the
sharcholder said,

After the company sec
retary had read the min-
ules of the previons annual
mieeting, a sharcholder, Mr
Milo Dunphy, moved that
the minules pot be accepi-
ed because they did oot
provide a true record,

A vote of ng confidence
wits pul following the refu-
sal of the chatrman, Sir
Girant  Ferrier, 1o put the
mation o the meeling.

I}uringg his chairman’s
address, Sir Grant said that

| hecause of the important

ientification of the com-
pany wilth industry in Wie-
tecia, the bourd consudered
thal the annuesl mecling
should, from time to time,
be held in Melkoirne,

On  the corservalion
question, Sir Grant said the
company had agreed 10 &
proposal e establish
< hather or not alternative
limesione  at

Marruin Creek or Marulan
vould be substituted for the
My Armour leasenoid.

The Murroin Creek area
nad por proved adeguate
resonpces, he said,

“The other deposit at
Muarulun, where Lhe com-
pany  presently  operaies,
has been thoroughly mves-
tigated amd the fimil peo-
logical  report s almost
complete,” Sir Grant said.

The company and the
Governrrent have  apgresd
thid should Nmestane re-
setves in ihis awca prove
to he & viable alicrnative
10 Moun! Armour, then
the Government would ne-
gotiste an  eguilable  ea-
changs.

Sir Grant mentioned that
Sir Henry Rland had been
nominated to sueceed him
as cierman of the com-
pany after today's meeting

There were immediately
three cheers for Sir Heary
and one sharcholder sug-
gosied he showld make a
speech,

"ihz sharchotders nresent
refused to accept 4 molion
pasring the direcior” re-
port and aceonmts of the
CUNpEY.

A numbsr of confusing
motions were put and  al
v stage 2  sharcholder
rose and  said: M1 move
that o mation be put thast
the motivn pat that (he oth-
er :-mr: nom e pul, be
pul .

Thers wis silence for a
moment  while ihe  other
peaple coasiderss (he impl-
cat:ons of the trodion,

Evenmtuaily & poil was
tuken on whetier the fz-
porls  and  account: ke
aceentedt The reutn, 18-

485,680 for, 30,883 aguinst,
was announced later in the
mieeling,

There were 23000 false
votes in the vall.

One enthusiastic mem-
ber had put his number of
shares down ot 1,000 ml-
liom.

Another poll was called
following sharchelders’ re-,
fusai o pass a molion re-
elzeiing  the  company's
guditors,

The business of the
meeting  continued  while
Ine po!ll voles were being
counted and a sharcholder,
Mr Terry  Stern,  asked
whether the vompany had
made anv provision in jls
avcounts for possible losses
from poiential mine arcas.

The chairman  replicd
that  those matlers  had
been considered by the dir-
eClors.

Two special  resolutions
aliering  the  company's
artcles of association were
proposed. One  sought
powar for directors o de-
clie lo register any Irans-

fer of loss than 20 shares
and the other related w the!
puvintent of dividends

Sharchoblers relused 1o
pars thess molions because
not enough notice hid heea
cive.

Arnuther vole of no con-
fidence was pussed and an-
other poli called,

Shareiwoiders agreed that
the canpetad of the company
be ircressed 1o $30 million
by the creation of 20 mil-
By opcdinary S shares,

The cfeatrman said the ine
crense was jusl a question
of  reasonable pmim:hmt
For the company, '

Ay rive up

Caves
a e U
minmng
The chairman of As
tociated Portland Cement
Manufaciurers (Aust) Ltd,
Sir Grant Ferrier, said yes-
terday he was "very hope-
ful” s company's use of

tha Colong Caves lease |
would not be necessary.

He told 2 stermy annual gener- ¢

2] mreeting of the company in
Melbourne that il evaluation of
the company's sita ai Marulan,
gouthern Wew South ‘Wales
ghowed adeguete limestome de-

posits they might not explcit the ;

Colong fdeposits,

He said the evaluation would |

he linished
months,

A small group of Sydney con-
gervatinnists  and  bushwalkers

in three to four

spearhraded an invasion of the |

eonual general meeting.

They ied about 200 supporlers
fn attacks on the company over
itz refusal to give up & limsstone
lease covermg  the  Colong
Caves, 64 miies south-west of
Bydney.

About 19 demonsirators, some
wearing  bushwalking  clothes, |
took over the running of the
meeting to pass three separate |

motions of no confidence in &ir |

Grant Ferrier.

Police and uniformed employ-
ees of 3 security company at-
tended the
proxy-veling  rights of each
membrer of the audience were

carefully checked hefore it
began.
Sir Grant, 85, and the seven

directors on the small stage
faced almnst thiee hours of mo-
tions, points of order. technieal
queries and zome serious alicga-
tions about lhe ecompany's acti-
vities.

The meeting was  dominated
by an archirect Mr Mile Dun-
phy, and a =solicitor. Mr Terry
Etern, both of Sydney.

Mr Stern used an apparentiy-
miricate knowledne of procedural
matters and & vast amount of
homewnry an the company's af-
fuirs to keep Lhe board con-
stantiy alert with queries.

Mr Dunphy put motions to the
meeting himsel! when the chair-
pman refused to recognise them.

Sir CGrant smiled often ay”’
pbviousiv knew the leading pr .
testers well from previous mest
ing=.

meeking and  the |




