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COATHGE ~CTIVITINS

July 1 Genercl !oeting — Room 328, south-ccst corner of the Cusdrengle at
8pm. Slides will be shown. Susper sunoalicd.

3-4 JEHOL'N - Surveying in Wiburd's Lcke Crve. Jim 3erbrook T4.6084

24-25 JEHQOL'N — A joint trip with the Conberre Smeleo Socicty. L smell
nerty of fit bods will be wvisiting the Grect Forth Covern cnd
doing cxplorctory work in Con't (et Lost Section of llommoth Cove.
Surveying cnd photogronhy rs well. [ roudy commfire is cssured!!
£t wresent this trin is overiull, ond severcl ncorle moy hove to
be lkmocked brek. John Hollilny 54.1922

30 8038 /UL DINFER - Sec the front poge, ond note the chonge of wenue

to lirrning House.

fugust 5 Gencrcl liccting — Room 326, SE corner of Oucdrongle ot Som.

7-8 CLIETLEN — Will the Teonlow lrze survey live to sce rnother trin??
Comc to idyllic Cliefden (on the benks of the Belubulc) rnd find
out. ‘lurrcy fndcrson 45.2685

21-22 or 28-29 JLCHOL'H {tcntrtivE} John Tlunkley 759.9956

Sometime. Y/ BR HGCBILLY —. Jim Seccbrook (74.6084) hoowes to run 2 one
ireck trin t9 Yeghy ond the snowfields in the "ugust v cotion.

Sontonbomelee-Geremed, | coting

Ootaber 2-4 Y RRVUGOBILLY —- Surveyine ond morphologicrl worlk in Doples lest.
Jinm Serbrook T4.6084

ﬁcacmberfJ:nurry 1}72f73 LS Winth Bicennicl Conference in Sydney.

e LG iR

The Bulletin =—— 'The Editor wrould like to thrnk the following neonle trho hove
helaed in the nroduction of recent issues of 3USS:

front cover design: Ted /fndorson

duilicrting : John Dunkley

e2lleting, stooling, stuffing cte.: Hurrry ‘mderson, Chris
el housz, llorgrret Noberts, Deonis rrd, Jim Secbrook, Hrrgroret Hollidoy,
little red wine, Sruce Hollidry.

gnecicl thrnks to Geoff Dutlin

curscs to lierlin, the monstrous, 'descrves ¢ kick in the guts',
"neods o awgleirn to work it' duslicotor ond frustiretor!!!

toz ond svaa-thy @ JHH
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THE NORTHERN RAILUAY TUINEL ——
CAN'T GET LOST SECTION, ifhlilOTH C/ VG, JEHQLLYN.
John Dunkley

It is recorded in on old 3USS Journrl th-t the Foz Hole -t Jenolcn wrs
discovered by a porty "while they were reosting aftor cxvnloring the Costcret Cove',
(uite ¢ few SUSS discoveries hove beeon cbout -s purncsive -s this. gcently, in
such typical crsual, fortuitous feshion, SUSS blunderszd uvon the biggost
"discovery" in Mramoth Cove for many yerrs, clthough the narticinonts would
probobly deny thet they hed done it "while resting ofter exploring the lommoth
Cave".

Cn Hereh 27, 1971, o confused crew lod by John Dunkley setting sail up the
North Tumnel foundcred in unchorted woters (or mud) ot the top of the long mud-
slope lecding up from the Junction-Bypass rrea. Assured by sriling orders from
Ted /fnderson thet to get to the Grect North Covern, "you con't get lost", they
had no hesitction in diving into r low bedding crevl vhich looked just like the
100% Friction Scuecze. At the other end, though, it ecmerged into z sizecble
chomber well carpeted with thick mud, onc woll howving the smoked inscrintion
"R W ¢ 22-T-61 25-11-62". We hrve not beon nblc to Tind the identity if this
person but I susnect that he wos o sometime member of either Coorcnbong Speleoc.
Associction or the old Neowe-stle Tech. rnd Uni College Speleo Society, both of
which were ~ctive in this part of iUrmmoth in the crrly sixties. Since the
section vwos unknown to either 5USS or 58S, we cre clriming fediscovery ~nd heve
ncmed it*Crn't Get Lost Scetion',

To the north-ecst of the mein chember is o erryl ond formotion soucesc
lerding after 30' to the most dongerous bedrock scuceze I hove s-en, os Bricn
Uythes will testify, having be'n stuck in it for r~bout 15 minutcs. A Skull cnd
Crosshones on the wrll necrby suggests there wes on errlier victim.

To the south-wvest on incrersingly tight rift leads cbout 40' to o short drop
which wrs not vursued. Tho moin chomber goes south-cest into o rocknile which
fndrew P-vey ncegotisted 60' or so in June.

L grede 4 survey wes ut through in June by John Holliday aEd ﬂngr&w Prvey
cnd " shovs some interesting results, The main covern strikes 150°-3307, a mojor
joint throughout llrmmoth, ond is decd in line with the Reilusy Tunnel necr the
linety Toot shoft., To my mind there is little doubt thot SUSS hes ot lost found
the frbled northerly extensions of the Rrilway Tumnel, onc of the great unsolved
mysteries of this cave. (Sce meps on prges 33, 34.)

The next cuestion to be rnswered is, whore does the system go in the ooposite
direetion?” The cntrence orcwl (990 I'riction Scueezc) could never heve hendled
enough woter to form [ilweoy Tumncl size passcges. Possibly the route north is
buried benerth the unknom thickness of mud in Crn't Get Lost, ~nd the function
af the bedding »lrne soceze wos to channel weoter out of the Horth Tunnel into the
Reilucoy Tunnel, before this flow wos contured by shefts lerding doun to the
Dyooss ond Centrcl Diver. It is significent thot there is only o thin veneer of
wet, light brown elay in the entronce ercwl, comprred with the drier, deen brown
mud of the main chomber.

continued over
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Possibilitics for future cxnlorction include:s
1. Continue pushing the rocknile in o gonercl southerly direction.
o Push the rift to ihe south-erst -— it wrobrbly lerds into the Horth-lest
Prascge.
3. Closcr investigrtion of 60'-70' rven (sheft) off side of main chember.
4. Closer look rt rvcns in the #iddle Bit with vicw to working up to the west.

In the mecntime, SUSS rccuests right of further cxplorsiion of this region
until neoxt yecr.

e

ON THE SUBJECT OF 'CENTRAL LEVEL T.AXT'.

John Dunkley

In the living momory of »resent SUSS membors, the nome 'Centrel Loke' or
‘Centrrl Level Leke' hrs always roferred to 2 body of wober encountered inter-
mittently betwcen the bottom of the Skull end Crossbones cnd Centrol liver in
Mrmmath Ceve, Jenolqn. The purvosc of this note is to clerify the confused
liter~ture on this ncme.

The fir~t published note is thot of Frirlic-Cunninghome (1953 ):

"in cttomnt s mede to find the underground lrke cntered through the Centrel
Level o7 the Mrmmuth C-ve. Accoring to reworts, the route wos nest the nomes
peneilled on the wrll of ¢ gide pescoge off the Cenirel Level, over the lorge
frllen rocks ond ~long to the lerge wrascge ot the end of these rocks. [t the
end of this passcge & wry is found dowm through large rocks to & neorrow,
vertierl eleft chout 20' deep in solid rock,; ot the bottom of which there cre
scverel pessrgos, one of which lecds along o tortuous path to o woter filled
tunncl. Allegedly there wrs sufiicicnt cir obeove the wrter to got through to
the 1rke but it wes found thrt the tunnel wes completely filled with water and
progress wes impossible.™

Severrl points emcrge here:
1, The only route thrt could be described cs o 'tortuous poth to o voter filled
tunnel' is the Snakes CGut vhich le~ds, when the weter is dowvmn, to whet ve now
crll Ice Pick Loke.
2, Llthough it veries considercbly in height, Ice Pick Lrke is ajpporently
permcnent, wherece the one en route to Centrel River is not only much smcller
but quite often obzent completely.

The next referonce iz Yerdrop cnd Totterscll (1954), crreful recrding of
which confirms thot they are tolking of the gome loke os thet now celled Ice
Piglk. 0o ihence the confusion? In port this undoubtedly thet from 1956-58
1ittle or no <mrk wrs done in lemmoth, ond by the time intensive exploraotion
rrs renaved in 1959, the pioncers had been replceed by o new breed of go-getiers.
Furthermore, throughout the lote 1350's, visits vere so infrecuent thot they
mcy h-ve o1l encountered wrtcr clong the route to Ice Zick Leke. In 1959-60
Irn 7illiems (SUSS) wes very cctive in doamoth yet he spporently did not suspect
the oxistence of Ice Pick Leke ns o sketch mep cccomwanying his 1960 paner
lcbels © sishon in thot direction. The »rper purported to explcin the confusion
~bout routcs, but succcoded in meking the motter murkier still:

wrrom here (Skull ond Crorsbonos) the Centrol Level 'lrke! is rerched. There

cont. folloring mops on noge 35
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ore severrl rcferences to this loke in SUSS Journcls, by Peirlie-Cunninghome
ond b:_'pr LGC‘ T-_ 'ttcrsi"ll sesonel

He goes on to describe the intcrmittent body of woter "nou celled Centrcl Lovel
Loke". Points emerging from this cre:

1. This is the first aphecrence in print of the term "Central Level Loke".

2, It is ~nnlicd to the body of wrter en route to Centrol River, but Willicms
wrongly cssumes thet this ves the seame os thot described by Frirlie-Cunningheme
cnd by Uerdron ond Tettersell.

Since the present gencration in SUSS were roiscd by Williesms or his lrter
digeiples; his terminology goined currency.

However in the mid 1960's, S35 begon poling cround lirmmoth, and o renort by
Bob Howkins f1964} doscribes o trin to "Ceonirrl Level ILoke", menning, lest the
confusion be carried further, the origincl lcke of Prirlie-Cunningheme et ol.
Hotc, though, theot Feirlie-Cumninghrme never usced this nome. This nome was
used by SSS cven ofter cgrcement 1ith SUSS in 1368 to cccent the neme Ice Pick
Loke for the originsl (Hrlbert, 1969). Not thet I blrme them.

At the licmmoth licp Mecting (onon. 1968) between SUSS ond S8S, the word
tlevel! wes proscribed completely, ond in varticulrr it wes emphosised thot
"Centrel Level Loke", wherecver it wes, wos not in whrt wes then called "Centrol
Level" (which mernt the Reilury Tumnel level). Tho term "Ice Pick Leke™, dubbod
on the origincl "lrke entered through the Central Level" of Frirlie-Cunninghome
et cl., commemorated cn cxploit wherecly S85 r~szciled the frr side in liloes,
climbing the mud with the -~id of g-picks end the like.

So there it is. The nome "Centrrl Leke" is thot described by Tillioms,
and "Ice Pick Lrke" is the origincl loke of the pionecrs. The confused liter-
cture hos crused no end of trouble in trying to work out who found this ons
who exslored thet.

lcknovledgements to E.G. /nderson rnd C.H. Shonnon for rssistonce in this
elucid-tion.

Bibliogravhy (confusecd )

~Non. (1968): Tcmmoth Hep Meeting. SUSS Newsl. 8 (4) 5 33
Booth, X. (1968): (trin renort in) Ston Pross 12 (3) : 22-23

Tunkley, J.R. (19?1)3 The Homenclcture of Hrmmoth Crve, Jenolcn.
SUSS Bull., 11 (2} : 23-25
Frirlie—Cunninghome, H. (1953): Jonolon. SUSS Journcl 1 (3) : 3
Helbert, E.  (1962): (trip revort in) Stop pPress 13 (6) : 85
Hovkins, R.  (1964): (tri» report in) Stopn Tress  foril 1364 : 11
Yerdron, R. & Tattorsall, L. (1954): The Two Lokes in Ilemmoth Cove.
SUSS Journel 2 (1) ¢ 17
Williams, I. (1960): Centrcl Level cnd Horthcrn River Section of the licmmoth
Cove, Jenolen. 35USS Journcl 6 (1) ¢ 25-26

Er et

SUSE T LARGE

Roving 8USS reoortoer, Form Poulter, will scil from Tesmeonic for Vietorir
ond 5th fust. on July Z2lst. Ie wiches to thrnk the Tra, Coverncering Club for
their comnrnionshin, ond in nerticulrr Iricn cnd Jerncite Collin ond flbexrt ond
Therece Goede. [Llso he wishes TCC the best of luck with Khozod-dum!!!

SUSS Bull 0(0) Page 7
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TRIP REFPORTS

Cooleman Floin ~ June 12-14th,
"Slush, Frost, Bloody Cold ond Some Coving!!¥

Present: John Holliday(TL), Jock Veughn, Judith Voushn, Jim Scobrook, Rick
Tunney, Jon Turner, Zyg Szromke, donfred Listing (li's ), Groeme lUeCGowm, Icn
Milligon, Bev Riley, Cherie Thoeler (7's), Graeme Swift(V).

With such wrrninss o8 '"Tentongorc's the only woy in' end 'sece you next
sumaer! still Fresh in our minds, four ordinoxry vchicles left Sydney for
Coolomon.— .lmeewed—mshed right thru vic Trntongore thot nighdee-sad spent the
woekend snobbing ot Herris Hut. Ileenvhile the othors spent Friday night kioped
next tg 0il hecters in severcl friendly Conborrc houscs (thankyou CGroeme and
Cherie).

Soturdey worning e took the »lungc ~nd took off doim the Drindcbella
trock. It wos sfuite pessable ond we had good fun busting the ice »nuddles. So
fer so good, but after only 200yds of the trock into Coolemeon we hed to Jack up
cnd put the choins on the Vil. To keen the treight forwerd cnd so thot they
could cisily »nile off, Jim =nd Crreme roje on the running boards whilst gripping
the roof rack. Then followed o rrthor energetic spell of steering in the tres
moist conditions ~— out of onc skid rnd into the next. The highlight was un-
doubtzdly the uncontrolled slide dowmn the hill into the bog before Coolomine
homestcod. Rick, o8 we lrter srw, hod mrnoged to collcet on innocent bystand-
ing trcc on this hill.

Cr-me 3. ~nd Chorie did not loove Conborre until lote ond coming in ot
night, successfully got stuclk in the bog. After o freezing night comped on
the Plein they wore roscucd noxt morning by John ond Grocme Ilc. Thus it wns
Sund~y lunchtime before sveryons got to the Blue lUnterholes.

Coving? Well, Sundoy ofterncon sow 2 three hour photogrrphy trin into
Clown Crwveo by most of the groun, with Jock succecding in gotting hies long
circited obsceone vhoto. (lormhile lenfrod ond Rick were trundling cbout doing
volley suricce survey.

John (i:gll.losed with Kromegmo ~nd not dnring to go unggxg:ﬂund}, 2y,
Judith ond Groome 5. pushod off dovm to the Goodrodigbce R, From there John
cnd CGroome boshed thru the thorn bushes for 3f4 mile to the cove on the Cood-
redigbec vhere opprox 1/3 of its flow posses underground thru o s»ur (limestone
bluif). This cove is on the left side going dwmstreom and, if one is prepored
to gct met, could be entered for opprox. 400t ot the offlux end. The influx
end is werticlly blocked by logs ond one con only look dowm on the rushing
woter. Coming back a2 cave, possibly Cormorcnt Cove, wos stumbled udon in &
side valley off the Goodradigbes.

Cempfires over the wookend were of course wery loxge —- it vos bloody
cold (20deg mins.) ond frocty ot night. Profusc »rofcmitics from the dircction
of the crock on Scturdry night came from o wet rrsed Groeme He. vho had found
thct errrying logs whilst on frosty stopning stoncs is o dicey business.

Thare wes only one other sroup cmped °t Coolemmn., e knew thot they
werce Tishing out of sc-son cnd -t wvorious times hod heord rifle shots. Jim
is on honorery ranger under the Founc Protection fct, ond thus on Hondoy
morning, cccompenicd by thrce be-krrrbinered ond hopefully thuggish looking

Cont. over
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bodyzuards, he visited their compsitc. One fellow recdily cdmitted that he
He wos subseguently reported to the NPOUS, but becruse of a legrl technicclity
will only get 2 worning lettor rother thra o fine.

Evocuation wos vie Tentongors, ond Sydnoy ios recched eorly on Tucsdoy
morning cfter ~n hour or so hod been snent 2-rlier visiting Roger Curtisz ond
Gez Brycent (CSS) in Conberrc.

Minter trips to Coolemcn cre undoubtodly tros enjoyable. However, anyone
plarnning o trip there next vinter should not cxpeet to do much coving. You see,
it tekes 2 touch of mesochism to drrg yourself nore thon 10ft from the firs
for cny length of time, Burnt shoe soles ond kmces ~re the order of the doyl!

John Hollidoy
S oiRRbRRE S R
OBEVILY ——= 'Bguinment for Bushwolking -nd liountrincering!

(prep~red ~nd published by lelbournc Univ. .lountcinecring Club)
133 negos: oricer 51.00

This book is o compnrechonsive and informotive guide to the cholee of equi~-
ment reouired for buchwelking, rockelimbing, ski touring, crving ond mountain-
eoring. ‘The book d=ols vith 211 tynes of couipment thot o ruckscck sportsmrn
is likely to nced or cncounter; nlthough most of the equimment described would
frll into the'cxnedition woight' ertogory rother thrn the ultre light weight
tyne coulomcht #virileble for the more frnstie bushirelker.

The informction on the roducts described in the bo k wrs comniled from
puestionn~ires filled in by bushirrllkers snd other rucksock snoartsmen through--
out hustrrlie, thus cnsuring thot only the most relicble couwipment is recomm—
ended. There iz o list of ~ddr-sscs ~nd prices in the beck of the book to rid
in plrmming Hurchrses of geor.

The scction on crving is not s cxtensive rs is desirerble. IEven so it
still sexrves ~g ~n cxcellent guide for - c-ver's initicl -urchoses of gear.

The mrjor rhscence is in the ficld of scientific couisment cnd r~dv nced cxilor-
ction geer (Jumers, se-ling poles cte. ).

Ls mony new memb-rs ol SUSS rre just strorting out on their ccicer in the
rucks-eok gnorts I herrtily rocommend thiz bosok to them, both ¢s ¢ guide to the
purchcse of equiment cnd o mrnurl to good, s-fe c-mping techniques. If -
nrosnective cover uses this book rs such ¢ guide, then he could err only on the
side of cxecess coucntity.

This is o~ bo:xk thrt should groee the libriries of cll rucks ck o ortsucn.
fv ileble from iowntoin Louwiwent or Prddy Prllin.

Jim Scobroolk

oonedels

Their 2rices lre Nowmright Demorclising, Yes Sireec!!



Page 38 SUSS July 1971

At Toe June COILIITTED (TLTING

1. Bev Riley, Grreme .icGovm ond Irn 'Spikce' Hillig'n were odmitted 1o full
membershis of the Society. Bev is on cxpericnced cx member of UQSS, ~nd Groeme
snd Irn were riaongst this yoors intclie of »roshectives.

2. Murrcy /nderson voluntcered to c.rry out o rocview of the By-lows. If
you con suggcst ony rlterrtions contoct him,

3. Most of the evening wrs snent discussing the ceuiosment situction. Iurrcy,
the Scfety Offieccr, -rescnted ¢ rciort on the costs of corstucting newr lndders,
ond it is hoped thrt we will be rble to do so later this yerr,

It is now -~ stending order of the Socicty th-t 'such surveying equisment rs
the Socicty hos cccoss to must be onerrted only by or under the sulervision of
sersons aooroved by the Committec'. This w»rovision wrs enceted to control the
use of the forcstry commess in nerticulrr. This instrument is cotuclly still
ovmed by severcl members who contributed to the origincl urchosc.

4. LSF Hewsletter s SUSS is rostercd to collrte, stoile, fold, stuff ond
~ddross the June /5P Lowsletter vhen it ecomes ~ut. John Hollidey will wrobrbly
be crrenging n evening on vhich to corry out this huge trsk (800 copies of
¢t lecst 20 -oges will hove o be disnctched ), so be rocdy when the oler for
hels comos.

CONSERV/ TION

Cluthe —— Governmentcol Stunidity!

At the Hry Gencrrl ilecting SUSS nessed o motion condemning the Clutho
develoment, nd deceloring full suivort Tor moves to ondose such. Host neovle
by now know whct the develonment involves —- lorge corl dumds ond o long oif--
shore cocl lording berth ot Corlcliff on the Illeourrr: corgtline. It is quite
elerr thrt the /skin government hurrie’ly vushed the Cluthr Develooment Pty.
Limited /grcement fet, 1970 through Prrlirment lost yerr so os to ovold ony
mejor difficulties with conserv-tionists ond loecrl residents ot Corleliff.
Unfortunstely this is “robobly o lesson they lcornt from the Colong issue.
Whot they hove done this time is to logrlly 'sew the issue un',; before ony public
outery could develon, cnd it zuvenrs thot now thot the let hrs been possced not
even the Ilinister e n reject the develooment »ronoscls.

Clecrly whot is nceded in fustrolic is o similor sysiem to thet operoting
in ﬁ@cric;, where rny legislotion which is likely to offcet the envirsnment
must %ully investigoted by govt. cgencies, cnd notice of which must be given io
the nublic well in odvrnee of the finel decision being mede, (ref: 'The fust-
relirn', 26-6-71, p.92). Hopecfully the Cluthr issue will hel» in gencroting
the “ublic sunnort nceded to encourrge fustrrlirn governments to introduce such
¢ system of & fegurxis.

Scve Lrke fccdor

ks comroved ot the June Gif, o letter hrs becn sent to the Premier of Trs.,
Hr fngus Bethune, protesting ot the imnending 'érowning' of Leoke “ecder cnd the
ossibility thot further deme rre nlommed for the South-llest. 's of yet, ¢
realy, vhich courtcous governments rlwrys scnd; hes not been reccived.
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