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SUSS — The SYONEY UFIVERSITY
SPELEOLOGICAL S0CIETY

~—— President: John Dunlcley Secretory: Jim Seobrook
22/53 rlice St, 142 Parromattc 0d,
o iiley Park, 2195. Croydon, 2132.
759.9956 74.6084

Fditor: John Hollidey
56 Lynwood St,
Blekehurst, 2221.

54.1922
COIING ACTIVITILS

Lugust 5 Cenercl Hceting postnhoned to fugust 12th.

Tzlk by the well known ‘fmericecn snelco Brother Micholes ot 8.00um in
the Benkstown ilunicinel Librory, TFectherstons 3t., Bonkstown (one
block north of the stction). Undor the cuspices of the Bonkstorm Con—
gcrvotion Socicity.

7-8 CLIEFOEN - 3urveying in Teplow [imme + o generrl rclax by the Belubula
lurrcy Lnderson 48.2685
12 Gencrrl leeting -- 8.00mm in Zoom 328, S.E. corner of the Quadreongle,
3lides end nossibly some instruction in the use of the Forestry
Commass from Ted /nderson.
14-15 JENOLAIY (rweiting nermit) - photogrenhy in Memmoth Cave.
John Dunkley 759.9956

19 838 Vombecyeon Seminar =t 8.00om in the Tomens Collcge, Sydney Univ.

21-22 JUEHOLAN (owriting permit) - 2 trin to show scveral U(SS members
cround Jenclen. Denis liord 644.24)7
28--29 CLICIDEN (tentrtive) — John Dunkley 759.9956
Sentember 2 Cencrol lceting — 8.00pm in feom 328, 5.I. corner of the Qurdrongle.
Tolks ond slides on irmmoth Cove by Ted /indcrson, John Dunkley ond
others. H¥eps will be disoloyed.

18-19 JLNOLAN (tentctive) — surveying or cxplorrbion. John Holliday
54.1922

October 2-4 Y./ IR HGODILLY - Jim Scrbrook 74.6084
T Genercl dceting

Hccembcrernu“ry 19?2/?3 L8 Winth Bicnnirl Conference in Sydnoy.
i e

5. 2CH D ANSCUL — Jim Scrbrook is orgrnising o joint Univercity Clubs (SUSS,
SUIC mnd SUBY) scorch cnd rrscue erllout sysitcm. There mey be o form cnclosed
in this 3ulletin, so if you ore interested fill it in and get it bick to Jim as
soon os nossible. /ltcrnotively give it to John Hollidry at the fugust 12th
mecting. Forms will clso be cvoirble ot the mecting.

bk T IR R o R T

Wow licmber - Heith Jrister hos beoen admitted to full memborshin of SUSH.

—_—

Credits for this issue - John Dunkley (tyning); Murrcy, Lindy, Jock, Judith,
Herlin ond ¥eiser Stuhl.
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TRIP REPORTSS

"A working triv if sver"

Jenolan 5 = 6 June

Present : JeR. Dunkley, J. Seabrook, J. Holliday, J. Turner,
E,G. Anderson, A.J. Pavey , B, Spillsbury, G. HeGown,
J. Turner, Jan Turner, I, (Snike) Milligan,
D. VWard, C. iathers

This would have to be the most ineredible SU55 trip of the year,
bar none (not even the Great Forth Cavern bash carlicr this ycar was
as memorable), It should answer some critics outside SUSS vho have
asked such important questions latcly as " . . . and why the hell
doesn't 5USS ever do anything, gh? g

L L]

By far the most remarkable tour de force of the wcekend was the
survey by a narty under Jim Scabrook oi the entire seetion from Ice
Pick Lake via the_bottom of Skull and Crossbonss to Cantral River,
IN ONE 'D2Y¥I} While the 700 or so fecet which this represents does
not seen so remerkable for dey's work, it is nade nmore impressive
when you remehber the many short sights and awkward constriotions
which make Mammoth surveying only slightly less eircuitous and time
consuiing than a Grade 4 traversc of the lower intestinal tract.

Eot without reason is the nressure tube down to Ics Pick Lake ealled
sonakes Gut" !! The closure by John Holliday along the altcrnative

route from Centrsl River hack to Central Lake completes our surve
of this vart of the cave, 4 7

In sumary, work done over the weekend inecluded:

Gr. 4 survey Ice Pick Lake to Central River

Gr. 4 survey Overflow downstream of North West “assage
Gr. 4 survey Cant Get Lost section

Gr. 2 = 3 survey and sketching MNaked Lady Chamber

ninor surveying and sketching in North West Passage, Middle Bit
Conglonerate Cavern, Sand ~assage and part of Reilway Tunnel,

astro azinuth on EntrarncB Cavern

(211 the sbove locations are in Marmmoth Cave)

saturday got off to a relatively early start with parties heading
rapidly towerds Northern Section. John Dunkley and Grahane MeGown
surveyed the last 220' of the Overflow downstream betwecn Forth West
Passage and to a point where Central River sivhons. This wroved to be
god-awful slow. There is a gut scravning niece of sharp bedrock
sticking out only 20' into this seetion which took some time to
sguceze past. We found that on the way out we could negotiate an
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alternative squeeze over pebbles in the floor. The whole section
down to Central River is a narrow tube with pebbles and small
rocks on the floor, and almost never more than 2' high., We were
not in the least surpilsed that it had not besn entered from the
time of its original discovery in 1961 by SUSS and a trip by SS5S
early this year. TFurther in, the gravel gives way to mud in a
small rocky chamber and a little further downstream, Central River
bubbles up between bedrock. There are several routes, all excedd—
ingly muddy, which follow the river for 407 ,iom the first mud
chamber to a similar sized mud chesmber containing a deep pool
through which the river siphons. 4 small tributary stream flows
in at the end of this pool, and there scems to be some nossibility,
admittedly a remote one, of further exploration in a downstream
direction. After seaing this tributary for nyself, T am inclined
to the view of &rik Hazlbert (S858) that it is the same one which

gas a trickle intermittently in wet weather fecds the dry Siphon
from VWaterfall Passage. On the way out we (Grahame) had a quich
look up a side passage (another narrow gube, even smaller)

which appears to function as a drain for water which in flood
times co_urses down the Bypass.’ '

While all this was going on, Hohn Holliday and Andrew Pavey
put 2 survey through Cant Get Lost section (see¢ map in the last
SUSS Bulletin). Some further exploration was carried out and
indrew renorts that the rockpile in a more or less southerly
dircction can be followed with increasing muddy difficulty for
a fair way. John is intercsted in the possibilities of a high
aver as vet unclimbed in the same area., Another trip or two will
be organizcd to exhaust the exploration in here.

Tim Seabrook arrived on Sunday to begin his Mammot h task,
while his narty traversed back from Ice Pick Lake, John Dunkley
lec a vparty up into laked Lady Chamber and on to Hell Hole, thus
complating the round trip from the Railway Tunnel to Iece Pick
Lake and back via Hell Hole.

Tad Anderson and Andrew spvent several freezing hours after
dark on Sunday finishing sighting for an astro azirmth fix on the
Entrance to Mammoth Cave, I understand that we will soon know
the latitude and loggitude of Mammoth to a fraction of an inch
Some further caleulations remain to be done on this project before
we will be in 2 position to publish the results. In principle,
we will thern place tha cave on the National Grid.

I would like to thank all members who participated in this
weckend, and assire them that there ere any nuriber of similar
jobs remaining to be done if anyone is inte rcsted.

- John Dunklcy
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Pastseript on Cant Get Lost Scetion

Leting on a bit of momory work of Ted Anderson's, slcuthing in
nimite books and old newslctters by Ludwig Mucnzenricder has turned
up ample ovidenecc that it was SUSS who originally discoverced Cant Get
Lost Scetion in 1961. -

On thce weckend of 22-23/7/61, therc was a BUSS trip to Jenolan,
one of the aims of which was further cxploration of the Great Nerth
Cavern and the North Tunncl., A How Zealand caver became so badly
Jommed in a crevice that the alarm had to be raisad and holp sant-.
for., Fortunately, he managed to cxtriecatc himsclf and bayond a fow
reerininations at the next General Mecting about safcty, nothin more
happcned, and the loestion was forgotton.

There was also a SUSS trip to Mammoth on 25/11/62, although
according to our rccords it went to Lower River and not to YWortherb
Seetion of the cave. Neverthelcss, this is the datc which avpaars.
in the main chamber of Cant Get Lost, along with the dato 22/7/61¢
The evidenec is strengthemed by the oxistonce off the main chambeor
of an ¢xegcdingly damgorous tubc in which onc of our members boecame
stuck carlier this ycar. 4 thoughtful garly cxplorer had placed a
skull and crossbones near it (scc SUSS Bull, 41 (1) 3 9, May 1971)

The cvidenee is good enough for me 5USS .
" - L4} - L c &l 1
of this scction, as with nearly all of Hsmgoth. an claim discovery

- John Dunkley

REVITH —— "Holes Under the Nullerbor" by John Connemolla,
justralian Outdoors July 1271, po.l0-13.

miill the huge, grim caverns of the HNullarbor cver become & tourist
~tiprotion to ronk with other wonders of our vast island? Nobody

cen say at this time, but the potential of the caverns with ?hei?
seemingly inexhaustible water in en arid region excites the imogination"

This is » harmless picce of mopuler armchair tourism illustrating well enough
the matericlistic Australion penchont for lobelling our naturnl assets as worthless
unless they con "be used". Uhile extolling the benefits, recl ond imegined, of
underground water to ¢ few grasiers, the suther overlooks the fret that eebubbie
ond Koonelda Caves have been grossly disfigured by the sinking of borcs through
the Toof and the instzllation of pumping equivment. Ropidly increcsing transcont-
inentzl road troffic and the proximity of severerl deep coves to the Eyre Huy will
lesd inexorcbly to tourist invesion of the Nullerbor Caves. ?et it is ﬂnlg 10 to
15 yrs since a major expedition corrying water and all prowisions was Teguired
to systematically exwlore the region!

"Remote ond 1little kmown, the Nullarbor caves are among‘the groot
natur~l wonders of the /ustralian scene! Yhen are we going to use
them?"

John Dunkley
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TRI> R ORTS cont.

Jenolen — July 3i-4th
"iiburd 's Survey"
Present: Jim Seobrook(TL), Jeff Turner, Jon Turner, Col Mothers, 'Snike’
illigan, Rick Tunncy (l's), Keith Brister, Briasn Spilsbury, Georgina Sheonks,
Steve ?, llourice Wilson (P's), Jeockie Fronklin, Keith Hexwell, Stucrt Grohom
(v's).

On Scturdoy three parties set out to survey Wiburd's Leke Cove. The
main porty weg to wut o grode 5 troverse through the lorge meassages of the coave
and continue west eclong the pesscge thet lecds off from the ton of o large mud-
gslope. The othor tro narties undor Jeff and Brion were to exilore and man the
entronce section and the ceastern section respectively to grode 4.

The ecve is very complicoted, ports of it resembling c thrce dimensional
maze. Comwlicctions crosc when the nightmare of snelco surveying recred its
hecd -— I sweak of the closed trrverse of rhich thore were meny. Fortunately
they o11 gove foirly good closures. This trin report is hompercd by the lack
of nomenclcture for Wiburd's. The cave romecrs to exist on two main levels,
the lower level heving two strecms thot flow into the loke region, although
these strecoms rre usuclly dry. A new oxtension wos found off the western |
pessoge. It is 2 15' wide, TO' high rift with 2 rockpile occuiying the lower
2f3rd$o Therc ore severcl clusteors of 3" long arcgonite crystols 7llUs other
formation, cnd it is onc of the few sections of Wiburd 's where there ore crve
formrtions. The crve is much more cxtensive then previously thought, the E=T
distonce being in the order of 1800ft. In all over 300Cft of pessoge wos mono—
ed with some still remaining to be done.

That night s-w ¢ well enrned crmpfire with mony stirring weolkers ond
speleo songs of the past boing trotted out. The succcss of the cvening urs
largely due to the anpecreonce of two TIICA roemblers who mencged to inject much
life into the crmwiire. Stu-rt ond Keith were most cntertrining with their
cets.  In oll this wrs one of the most lively cnd enjoyable SUSS compfires I
heve ever cttonded. It clso w»roves thet we crn still have 2 sing-song tyoe
crmmfire of the tyve thot scomed to hove discopoored with the old Alchie group
4 years rgo. (The old Boszze imrge, oy! od.) Whet is disgroceful is thet this
reguired the cetive stirring of bushwolkor types to get it ztrrted. I ecn
remember bock to when SUSS used to throw for better turns than the bushies,
My con't we still do this?

Sundey involved the rddition of wrll deoteil to the high grede survey.

Jim Scobrook

Jenolan — 24-25th July

"Exnlorotion in Con't Get Lost Sceotion

Present: John Hollidsy(TL), Murroy Anderson, Ludwig Mucnzenrcider, Jin Scobrook,
Chris Cosgrove, Jeff Turncr, Jen Turner (il's), Phil Tommer(P), Biicn Fisher(V),
Bricn Bernett(SUNC), Roger Curtis, Goz Bryont, John Ilendum, Heil Fishcr, John
Riley (211 £s8).

cont. next pege

SUSS Bull 0(0) Page 7
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The wockend, cmczingly one on vhich it didn't rain, sow three sweleo clubs
encomned ot Mommoth Flats. Pive €S5S lads crme rs guests of SUSS, ond 2 smoll
833 marty weos clso vresont. Thus iemmoth Crve took o »retty hecvy trogging.

! promising ecrly stort on Scturdey morning wes spoilt by o few stragglers
but by llem fifteen bods wore in the crve rnd herding for Can't Get Lost Section.
Iventu-lly 211 15 got there veheaently cursing the 80ft belly crcwl ot its ent-
rence, ond the vertierl scueeze ot the top of the mudslone nbove the Byness. A
few obscrvetions on the woy — Contrel Loke wes dry; Central R wrs low nortic-—
ularly ot the second crossing; end the dry sidhon still had 6-8" of woter. The
stream from Weterfrll Prsscge wrs still flowing os well rs cover, bt it oppecred
to me thot the weter it wos supplying to Central R v s not enough to mole up for
the difference in the flow in thrt river between itz sccond rnd first crossings.

t is now lmowm thot Cen't Get Lost weos originclly o SUSS discovery (J.RR.
Dunkley .44 of this issue), but beecruse records from thrt weriod rro lost it is
not knowm if ~ny cx»lorction wrs done ot the time. Iirin “ursose of this trip
wrs to out Bricn Bornott un the 600t shoft (mop SUSS Bull. 11 (3): 33) 'discover-
ed! by /ndror Povey ond mysclf in ecrly Junc. Rock-climbing the sheoft is o much
botter nrowosition to lugzing ¢ scrling pole in. Honefully (very! ) the shoft
will loré to o wry over the roecknile blocking the end of Crn't Get Logt ond dowmn
into the ~z of yet undiscovered mid-scction of the Reilwey Tunncl (mep SUSS BULL
11 (3): 34}, /ayvwry beleyed by Jim ond loden with herdwere, Bricn rttroked the
sh-ft in ¢ a~rrov chimncy which offcored little protection. Two megs were -t in
but rfter ovirox. only 10ft of climbing there were no morc crrcks. He left the
ctricrs to try - free climb but found the limestone = little to slimery for
comfort. Thus out come the bolting gecr. However, reclly o hend drill is ncoded
snd only ocnc bolt heole w-s ut in before tinme ren out. DBrirn intends to try
‘in on onc of the /‘ugust Jonolen trins, perhans using boi-~hooks in nref:orence
to bolting the wry un.

ifhilst the climb wrs “rogrossing the Crnberre leds oxhlored the rift
pesscpe off to the west. Thoy went dom o 20f% dron on slings rnd oventunlly
crme to r~ Turther <ron (coirox 15f%) with - ar wvel floor ~% the bottom. Lock
of rovme nrevented further exvslorction but the lecd oonerrs cuite Hromising.
Porhavs they woere lool:ing into the N Prsscge,; or nerhr s there is somcthing
puitc new dovm the dros.

Severcl bods rlso cxalored towerds the end of the rockiile. They cleim
th.t it chozcs up with mud, but I fccl thet further ritempnts to nush the rseckoile
could =till lerd to souething.

Bri-n attr-cted guite en culience whilst on the climb, so to get 2 feow
neoile retive o cuick trin to the Greot Ilorth Crvern was mooted. Ilyself, Toger,
Neil, John ., cnd John R. set out but unfortunately Ilogcr hed o dron out ot
the 1007 Friction Squeczc. The rest were loter oble to report thet Tricngle
Posmoge, Helf lloon Pessoge ond the Formation Squceze corc still ik oxcellent
curse--nroducing shene. H1l four of us ceremoniously left our biological mark in

he Covern.

By Opm everyone wes out of the cove in time to enjoy o rcloxing comyfire
(rclexing for 11 but two that isl ).

On Sundry {our bods ineluding John Toylor of VSA (et Jenolen with S53)
returnce to Crnt't Gzt Lost to retrieve ssor. Others went to Tiburd's Leke Cove
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to continue the survey -— coweently scvercl bits missed previously were menned.
The moin merts of the enve hove now boen movped end now surveyring is moinly in
smoll possopes ete. The bods who visited the GIFC on Seturcey »ius Hoger ond
Goz, all fecling somewhnt clopped out in the knee jeints, =et oul to visit the
Sthn Limestone. However we got brmboozled on the fira troils and went to Kan-
angro insteood.

At 4.30 that ofterncon e vere invaded. Some 60 little nipncrs on a
science excursion fFom Veoucluse High School thunderesd through the crmpsite csk-
ing multitules of gusstions on the way. Thoy hepded up the velley, but unfort-
urctely feiled to soring Ciris who wos 'resting' in the scrub on the woy bock
from HUibuxd's.

Lt cbout 6.00 it wos upn ~nd off for home, stomming only for the now al-
most troditional »iks ond hamburgers ot the Hompton Es=o cefe.

Jolm Hollidayw

COMSTIVATION

The Loke Pedder Lottere

TFollowing -re the trrnscrints of SUSS's protest letter to the Tosmanicn
Fremier, Hr A. Dethunc, ond Hr Bethunc's Toplys

The Hon. A.Dethune, 8/6/71
Jremicr of Trosmrnic.

Deoxr Sir,

This Society ot its lry generzl mecting unonimously ecrried o motion
fleeloring itas full suopmort for the Lcke Poedder Action Committee in its fight to
ureserve Loke Peddor Hotional Pork. The Society sunports the fction Committee
for the following two rerzona:

1. e fecel that Loke Zedder is a scenic gem really worth preserving in its
nresent naturcl stote. ilony of us snend our nmual vocetlona eaving and bushe
wolking in T-smonia, and south-west Tosmenin in pertieular, and thus hove first
hond experience of the beouty of thc region., Whilst it is conceded that the
ner lake will not be ugly, we fcel thot it will unecessorily 'drown' on orea
hoving unicue scenic appecl vhich will then be lost to nosterity. e connot
ubderstend why the alternstive pumving scheme hos not been implemented. Lake
Podder is vorth the extre cost of this scheme. We thus urge you to toke all
nwossible stens to »reserve Leke Pedder Notionel Perk before it is too late.

2. We sce the Gordon River Schome with its vplonned flooding of Lelie Pedder,
s perheops the first ste» in the encroachment by the Hydro Electric Commission
on the whole south—-west wilderncss sren, Coming from en industriclised Stote
vhere already too mony wilderness crers hove boen despoiled in the dublious neme
of economic growth, we ~re genuincly rlarmed ot the »nrosnect of the H.IE.C.
demming such rivers os the Lower Qordon, Fronkling Olge, Dovey end feld. fnd
this amnecrs all too likely. The H.L.C. zporarently hoa investigotion cemps in
zorts of the south—yest, ond scems to hove a power in Tosmenis boyond that which
one would normally exnect such o body to nosmsess.

Hith skilful moncgement the south-wrest could become o mejor tourist
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csset to Tosmenic, nroviding far greatcr benefits thon ony hydro electric scheme
ever could. The south-test is becutiful as it is. It cortainly does not need
dems end crtificicl lokezs to ptitrect wvigitorms. Sl

In conclusicn moy we once cgrin urge you tn gove Irke Pedder Hationel

Pork.
Yours feithfully,
« . Seabrook
{“iecrotary)
The Secretory, 22/6/71
3.U0.8.5.
Deor 3ir,

I have received your letter of the 8tl: irstrnt snd in renly I wish to
woint out thet the whole cuestion of the construction of the Gordon River Power
project ond conseguent flooding of Loke Podder wro given coarcful thought ond thor-
ough investigrtion in 1967, when the motter wos brought to Prrlioment by the
Lobour (sic) Governient.

The Government which wes then in ovnosition, ond a Committee of the Leg-
islative Council gove much time to concidering =211 cspects of the »roject. In
the light of 021l {fretors involved, Prrlicment finclly anvoroved the scheme ond an
cgreement wrs signed with the Federsl Government which securcd substonticl bridg-
ing fincnce during the construction weriod.

fonsfuction hes now nroccoded to o steoge vhere on clternctive thot
would obwviite the necessity to flood Leke Pedder would involve & loss of over
51l million, in cddition t» the loss of essenticl generoting cobacity. It must
clzo be borme in aind thet a new leks will be crected, crsy of ncecss ond with
its omm becuty, to cttrret mony visitors.

While I con roorecictc the viewnoint of those who would like to keep the
noturcl boruty of this cres uncltered; the develoonment of the Stite, ond the
nrocgervotion of emloyment onnortunitics in Tresmenic for our own people, moke the
construction of wnower gencroting nlonts o necessity, ond hydro-eclectric noger
orovides by £ r the most economic ~nd 2chendrble form of »ower generction,

Yours sincerely,
ingus Bethune
(- remier)

dr Bethune's deftly phrescd reply is, ancrt from the introductory lines,
oxrotly the same cs the reply the ilountrincering Club reccived to its nrotest
letter. Uhilat the two lettcors give only o nortirl cnd gsenerclised outline of
the Lake Pedder deobote; it is s4ill interesting to note the intronsigenee of the
Tesmenion government despite the grect sunvort the Srve Loke Pedder compoign is
receiving. Lotest news from Tessie is thot nower nrices hove rison 174, that
nressurc hos bocen brought to beor on the press ond thus the comnrign is recciving
little wublicityy, ond theot whet wrs originclly tobe o one night slide show on the
south—~irest by fomous bushuclker Oleges Truchense sree still filling the tovm hall
to crooeity on the 6th night.

Help sumnort the Scve Leke Pedder Crmneign by buying a Loke Pedder nost-
cord from John Hollidey (20g minimum), ond by sending »rotest letters to Mr
Boethune end to .ir P.R. Howsen, thc Tederrl Ilinister for the Environment.



