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Death to all Running Nogs!!

It's coming!! Ithat's coning??

Due for wnublication on about Tecember 15th
5U53's roduction of the ultimate in high

guality, yect chean sheleo nublications:

THE IXPLORATION and 5 LLIOGEOGRLHY of

MALZIOTH CAVE, JLNOLALT

Hritten by JOMT DUHELDY with thc assistonce of
TeD ANDERSON: forward by R.E. IURGOCH, HSY
Dircetor of Tourism: 60+ nages ineluding 13
nages of vhotographs and over 20 maps amongst

them an inceredible isomctric cave mapb.

lammoth Cave, »rovisionally Australia's

third longest at 80uVOTt + 4, is cortainly

onc of the most fascinating bcocouse of tho
diverzity of its gcogrrohy and its hydro-
logical commlexity. The booklet is a »Hrod-
uct of the mony years of exploring, research-
ing and theorising by SUSS members interested
in Hammoth Cave. A& reading of it will be a
must for any snelco who intends visiting
Jenelan on the 1972/73 NIBICOW ficld trips.

Regestered in Australia for transmis
by post as 8 periodical —Category B
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CO.IING ACTIVITI'S

December 2 (encral Illceting -- 7.30mm in Room 328; S.E. corner of the Quadrangle,
University of Sydney. 3lides and gencrcl end of year get togethor.

4-18 COOLEIAN PLAIN - Ludwig lluenzenreider (428.2034, is going to
Cooleman for two weelks to both cave and relax. UGo for either
the fortnight cor part thereof.

18 Tadder-.laking Nay As many »nconle as possible are needed to aid
in the construction of badly nceded new ladier. Come fo¥ the
whole day or just for a counle of hours. The work will take
place at either Bruce Welch's at fownort or llurray Anderson’s at
Hahroonga. PMull details from furray on 48.2685 or at the Gl

January long-weekend ASF Committce Hceting in Canberra.

Harch g General ilceting - arrangoments for Froshers Trip
4--5 1L.I JASPER TRESHERS TRIP

Necember/January 1972/73 WIBICOW

As can be zcen the cupboard is rother bare. Howewver undoubtedly there
will be trins over the noxt three months, so anyone who wisheos to go-caving
should contact either Ludwig lMuenzenreider (428.2034;, or John Holdiday (541922,
(if one is not available thon try the other). Also it is very immortant that
ony trip leadcr organising a trin let both thesc members know. In cffect they
will act as co--ordinatorz wmtil the next Bulletin anpcors, probably just
before the Freshers Trin.

s TR e L e T Shallh

S0CIML and OTHER VERDAL CODSIUTALLG?

“flas our Sefoty Officer has fallen!! Iurray indckson and Lindy Vadas recently
armounced their cngagement, not long after Lindy had arrived unannounced from
Zcrth to make the catch. Congratulations to them both.

*Also congratulations to MNiane Perkins, still a SUSS member although active
with 555, vho rocently announced her engagement to Don Rowles, an N.Z.er.

#ASF Newslctter — owing to a collating mix-up most SUSS members did not get
their comies of the June issue. They should be able to get a cony from John
Tunklcy =t the GH.

#it the October Committec leeting Jock Vaughn was acccopted as a tri leader.

*The equinment ool now includes two nev fibreglass surveying tapos, one being
100' and the other 60' and on an unenclosed hand drill ty»e rig.
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TRIP REPORTS
Addendum to "Mini-Nibicon"
Jenoln TR - 21-22nd t _(SUss 11

Quite a bit was achieved at the '"ASF Eight an arf Semi Biennial Confer-
ence' held at Jenolan recently. Henry Shannon and Jim Seabrook got together to
diseuss liburd's Lake Cave. Henry had been pottering about in it for years and
Jim has recently started mapping to CRG 6. They were in disagreement about one
of H&m‘rWon& of Henry's CRG 2's is couivalent to one elses
CRG 6!!) == Jim said it was longer than Henry had chown, Soagg; they went up
to Wiburd's tocheck it out — weeelll!! it scems Jim and Henry weren't talking
about the same thing —— wvoila a new extension, the Western Passage (see SUSS
11(4): 45). On Sunday Henry led a group of 'tourists' up to Wiburd's to have a
go at his 'dig'.... a lot of talking and touristing was done but no digging.
Finally it was decided to fill in 'half an hour' by looking at the new bit.

Whilst Henry was showing Bev, Kathy and Eccles some fine arogonite in the
roof, John Taylor and myself couldn't resist charging down the main stream
passage to sce where it goes. We got to the end and exvlored the terminal squ-
eezes and generally couldn't make them go, at which stage I looked up into the
roof and noticed a mudslone which somecone had unsuccessfully tried to elimb
(bad luck Jim!). After getting up about 8! I discovered why it was unclimbed
—— the mud suddenly got thixotropic and down I came into John's arms. Then the
others arrived and whilst I climbed the onnosite side to obtain a better view
Bev succeeded in getting up to my high point. As I could sec over the top
whcre the high beam from my lead-acid disannearcd into blackness, intorest
guickened. I came dowm and got beneath Bev to give her a leg over the top and
she scrambled up.

"Whats up thore Bov???" chorused half a dozen excited voices. "Oh just
a horizontal passage which just goes onl....."

Bev gave me a hand up and we arranged a short rope from waistlines so the
others could get up and then we thundcred off down the rpassage. The old ASF
team of Henry, ™M@V, Tccles, John andi myself was off in full pgrsuit of the
fabled Woolly Rhifioccros. " Alas it was not to be. The nassage was 120' long,
4 wide and about 30" high, and at the far cnd it drovped 5! into another joint
controlled nassage about 130* long ~nd off similar dimension, This cnded in an
impassable rockfall. Just before the rockfall a side passage leads back and
narallel to a branch noint. One passage leads to a window looking down 25' to
the corner below, one lecads slightly down 8' to a mud fill, and another un a
serpentine for 10' to a mud fill. (A map was included with this report but un-
fortunately I did not have timc to »rint it — also the passage has since been
mapped more accurately -— SUSS 11{5) 59. ed.,) The major charactcristics of
this section are that, like all the Western Passage, the walls and floors are
coverec with 2-4" of semi-glutinous mud, and that it is joint controlled. The
roof hms scveral tight holes leading up possibly as high as 60f. A short pass-
agey narallel, at the ton of the initial mudslope was climbed into over a nasty
15-20" dron but this leads only 6-8' along down round a right-angled bend and
dowvn a slove to a mud sump.

A guick CRG 2 survey was produced on th e back of a chocolate wranper
with a felt en. Total longhhk of the extension to an extension is approx. 300!,
There are almost certainly no further possibilitics without cxtensive digging.
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After this discovery we retreated to comn foeling pleased that a tecam of
five from five different ASF clubs had once again dcemonstrated that co-operation
brings bountiful rewards (remcmber Pasmanial!ll).

Androw Pavey (UNSWSS)

WM e

Yarrangobilly — October 2-4th
"Caving Round the Fireside®

Present: Jim Seabrook(TL), John Holliday(M), Brian Spilsbury, Georgina Shanks,
Stove Firkin (P's), Roger Iyle, Dave Kelly (V's), Roger Curtis(CSS), John
Taylor(VSA), Tony Culberg(UNSHSS).

Fighting our way out of wneak hour Sydney as s hot nor-wester encouraged
our temners it was hard to imagine that Yagby would be cold, wet and snowy.
Mnyvay it was getting that way on Saturday morning when we arrived after spend-—
ing the night at Roger's in Canberra.

Feeling dosirous of a dry camp we began investigating old houses in Yaghy
Village with rather humourous results. Four cars chundered round a hillside on
a slimy track — throe get bogged, or should I szy two, for Steve, reversing
carclessly rcally chundercd, straight back into a thrce-foot decp stormwatoer
ditch. After much mirthful sloshing about we got all thrce out, Steve's little
Honda sports being towed out of the ditch undamaged by a fricndly Toyota LC
driver.

That afterncon whilst Jim led a party thru East Deep Creek; Roger C. and
I visited the mournful SSS campsite. After hearing that we were scnsibly encamn-
ed in the worm, Jry old Yagby post-office house, John and Tony deccided to pres-
erve their scxual abilities by moving out of the cold, mud stricken 555 "camp"
and into the house. e thus had 2 counle more able bolied souls to gid our con-
gumption in the Kiandras pub that night. Leaving the pub at lam wras rather un-
pleasant — the boer in our stomachs almost iroze as we motored off into the
blizzard.

Sunday =oir us in usual unenthusisstic states, but eventually we moved off
to Y58 (Janus Cave). This is a real beauty. A fow years ago NUCC forged a way
over a flowstone barrier and on into a very large and incredibly wretty chamber.
Probably theo ppettiest in NSW. A 90' pitech leads dowvn from the chamber into
Horth Deep Creek but lack of gear stowned our rogress. That evening Roger L.
and myself provoked some omazement as, still in muddy trog gear, ve thundered
into the guestsz lounge at the nib to collcet a few supplies.

After the evening meal we relaxed around the hearth in the house as it
snowed outside, thus nroviding ammunition for a muck about next morning. ITEx-
cept for Jim though vho, at the time of the snowfight, was recovering from his
chunderous efforts and an attempt to slcep on the fire, Eventually we left
Monday lunchtime visiting Talbingo Dam on the way.

John Holliday

T R

SIGN TIIi LAK' PiDER PETITION AT THE GENuLRAL MLTING
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Jenolan — October 30-31st,
"Jenolan in the Sun or Daylight Saving Strikes"

Present: Rick Tumney(TL), Jim Scabrook, Jack Vaughn, Jeff Turner (M's), Gary
Paul, Ian Frazer, Terry Williams (P's), Roger Lyle (V).

This was for a change a sunny weekend, so, much time was spent lying ar-
ound doing nothing, but still a reasonable amount of work was done.

On Saturday morning Henry's Hole was visited and a grade 3 survey commenc-—
ed. This was halted by the discowvery of a 30' dron which Jim was unwilling to
trog. BHRepuleed by this cove the party rcturned to camp for a leisurely lunch.
Owing to the unavailability of cxisting maps Henning's Hole J76 was visited on
Sat. aftcrnoon and = grade 3 map made. The imner reaches of this cave contain
some good formation but the most interesting sight was the signature of Lucas,
an early M? for the area.

On Sat. night the party s»lit into two. Jeff, Jack and Terry took Noel,
a guide, to #HMburd's Loke Cave to look at the aragonite crywtals in Heddy's
Hock, while the rest of the party stayed in camp for the 'Introduction to Day-
light Saving Cclebrations'. These celebratiosns were unigque in SUSS history in
that the grog sumly outlastcd the drinkers.

Sund oy ¢awned with sunlight cverywhere. It was obvious that deylight
soaving was a failure, daylisht was being wasted everywhere. After an sttempted
coup d'ctat vhen Jim attacked Rick with a trce, the party disguised themsclves
as tourists (excent for Jim who is rather obvious) and visited River Cave.
Hibturd's Lakc was visitcd an Sun. afterncon. A party led by Jim surveyed wall
fetail and a small side nassage containing an intereeTing squceze off the
lestern Passage, while Joff eptered the unstream area, finding no water in us-
ually wet areas. A hole of undetormined depth was found in the Neddy's Nock
areéa.

While thcs=e wnarties were trugging Rick and Terry went for a wander about
the countryside. The river bed was followed unstreom from Tiburd's to the
influx. The limgstone cnds 200yds up from Wiburd's and gives way to phyllite..
There is no further outerop on the right bank until the influx. There is a
small outcron on the loft bank halfway between Uiburd's and the influx on a
major right hand bend of the river, and thore were signs that this area acts
os an influx in wet wcather. The influx is about Zfi mile from Tiburd's at a
left hand bend of the river. Herc a limestonc outcron on the right (west) side
of the valley comzs right dovm to the river bed. A hole 12' decop vas found at
the bottom of this outeron but it was not cntercd. The river wos flowing at
Jo3 cusecs and sank in a nool 20' long.

In the woy back to Wiburd's the river was parallcled 300" upn of the right
hand hillside. o limestone waos found until the start of the main belt near
fiburd's. Just before the limestone wos rcached Terry noticed a small doline
in the ohyllite (?) about’ 20yds from the limestone. This drew our attention to
a large cleft in the rock, 30yds long, 20' widf<c, 20! deen, floored by large
broken rocks, and with at the lower end a 3' hole gushing air so forcibly that
it could be felt 20 away. This wos not entered. A further cleft was Tound
forther round the hill towvards Wiburd's and scoveral small holes were noted.

There is o shallow grassy doline in thce a2lluvial »lain ncar Tiburd's.
From this doline it could be scen that 21l the features noted were in a straight
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line. It is +wostulated that the air offlux waa air coming from the upstream
area of Wiburd's Loke. If this is so then thc holec may be a good lcad to the
supposcd conncction botiween Wiburd's and the influx,

Rick Tunncy

& e L

Jenolan - 20-21ct November

A Surfeit of Coves"
Present: Rick Tunney(TL), Jim Scobrook, Joff Turner, Colin lathers (H's), Jim
Linton, Brucc folsh, Phillip Toomer, ifeync Pitts, Tavid liclcan ('s,, David
Toomer, Davi? Christian (V's,, Roger Lylc, Keith linxrell (SUR.;.

The only surface map of Jenolan vhich is availnablc is of 1262 vintagc
and contains many crrors an’ ommissions which wore wpossibly made to deliber-
ately mislcad. The aim of thizs trip was to locptc ond survey caves vhose
logationg arc unavailable to SUSS.

On Sat. onc porty visited Henry's Hole to descend the 30' drop. This
turncd cut to be only 2u' and a ladder was not neadcd. The cave contimued on
from ths bottom of the drop and this was surveyed. Another party ascended the
hill owpositc Hammoth and surveycd o small unnumbercd cave. This has been
namect. Cam> Cave as it is belicved thet it is the cave uscd by SUSS members
during wet weather many ycars ogo. Falsoe Frenchmans, Casterat and TFoz were
entered an® surveyed, Keith's boiler suit being demolished by a particularly
voroecious wicee of nirana rock.

The cnguiring rcador will surcly ask —- "what has caused this unusual
snate of tork?" The answer is that the gullible secloos, lulled into a false
scnse of security by the finc wcather on the »revious trip had not cxnected
rain. So after thoy had becen thrown out of the PSG Taj :imhel by Phillin be-
cause they made it look unticy, therc was nowhere 1o ge to kecen dxy excet
unc orground.

Dashing betwcen rain storms onc »narty madc their woy to iburd's Lake
where o rough survey was madc to the holc in the clcft noticed on the previous
trin. It is vDossiblc that this hole is J58 although no tag wes scen. The
hole was followed down through a rock pile 200--250'. A Kroft Cheddar Choose
nranner of ~bsoletc design was found ond an attempt will be made to date this,
Tiburd 's voo ontersd for a genoral look around.

On Sundoy a2 8211 unnumbered cave neaxr Oxborr vhich went in for 10" before
beconing immassable wos visited. J26, 27, 43, 44, 53, 54, 83 ond 87 were
vigited and wherc warronted, manped:

J87 - near Oxbouv Cave. Gocs for 6' in a Z shaped squecze.

J54 - riot cntered as it contained half caten animals.

J43 — above HoKcowm's Ck, the cntrance is a vertical hole 25' deen; there
is 2 rock jamacd in this hole with a 15" dro» on its nthn side and
a rubble chute lcading to J53 on its sthn sice. The loige to J26,
27, 53 and 44 starts about 15' below the entrance.

J26,27,53 — the latter was the only negotinble cntrance.

J44 = §illcd with very leoose soil after 1070,

A totol of 16 caves were visited and many were masoped.

: Rick Tunncy
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Tuzlow -~ Hovember 2J--2lst

"Fishing, Digging, Bonc Collceting, Postulating....."

Prescnt: Ludwig fuenzenrecider(TL,, Joy M , Uanfred Listing, Jack and Julith
Vaughn (.I's,, Bryan Barnctt (P,, G. Ellint, J. 7 (V's,.

This weckend Rod four main aims:
1. to colleet bones from a cave in the Horse CGully Sink area;
2. to Cig for a moassible cxtension in this cavs;
3. to chock on the directisn and charecter of the major jrint in Tuzlow lain
Cave, as well as to detocrmine a roule for climbing the waterfall;
4. to fish ond rTost un after exams:

On Sat. 1.30mm Tugzlow Main was cntered by mysclf, Jack ond Bryan. The
stream at the bottom was cstimated to be flowing at 2cuscea. The bearing and
inclination of the mojor joint which makes w» the cowe and minor Dassages wer:
calculated. As well a route hasz beoon determined for o future ¢limb up the
waterfall.

(n Sunday, 11.00~m the cave in the Horse Gully sinks was cntered. Here
numcrous boncs were collected, some partially coleified. Host of the samnles
arc thought to be of marsupials or rats with the larger ones including skulls
being perhosm wombat or kangaroo. DBascd on observation it is covident that th:
cave has in the nast been completely filled with alluvium and rock debris.
Much of the loose fill is now being removed by what nroccss is hovever unlmom:
at the moment. It is postulated that the £ill is being removed in some deepes
gsactions of the cave which have not yet been discovered. This 1s werhans coven
morc Jrobable becnuse of the general morphology of the nrea, the cave being
@itunted as thc apex aef a triangle for which the other two -oints are an in-
flux and o series of collanscd dolines. Thoere is thereforc cvery rcason to
helieve thot there are a scrics of long systems in this area whioh may even bs
comnected hy rologically with the Main Cave. lMost probably the main eviencet
1ill come from continued digging in the cave. The results of the weelkends
digging ore nromising.

-

The fiching was good for our visitors who oient more time at it than th:
rest of us. As well the LR had to null some cars ocub on Sab. morning becausec
of rain. However the veather cleored on Sundaoy.

Lulrig Huengenreideor

-
ot
i

yanbene — 20--2lst Hovember

""hy Hasn't SU3SS Bcen te_liyanbenc®

Precent: John Holbiday, Chris Fieldhouse, Greeme licGown (SUSS), Roger Curtis,
Gaz Bryant, John and Maurcen Riley and others (CSS), John 'Cable Layer' Toyles
' (Vs
God Knows!!! 3USS hasn't been ncar the nlace for some yeors, yet a
recent weekend snont in the arca (YVyonbone, Big Hole, liarble Arch, was so re-
laxing that I'm inclined to call it idyllic (a word I usually rescrve for
Cliefden triss).

SUSS Bull 0(0) Page 7
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Thrce of us joined a CSS trip intent on overcoming the cnd of year exam
blues. Ile arrived at Jyonbene vio Captoins Tat on Sat. morning after kipping
the night in Canberra. TFollowing a brief limbcr-up with red wine and chcese
we entered Vyanbene Cave, a2 tres intcresting hole. The cdelights of the ater
Crowl will be left to the imagination, except to mention that a counle of bods,
whe really shouldn't romain nomeless, »iked both going ond coming by taking
the dry bysass. The Gunbarrel Aven and Cacsars Hall werc visited —- the Aven
has bcen moasuggd es anvrox. 320' high using Helium balloons and would be one
of the most sectacular cave Dhenomena that I have scenj Chdsars Hall is a
Zseenwtively large chamber at the far end of which is the wey to the end of the
cave. Ho didn't get to the end as we wore short on gear and shamelessly intent
on bludging.

A lengthy meal in the warm 6 o'clock sunshine was followed by a sighting
af wallabics ot one cnd of the comisitc, and then a »rotracted and very relax-
ing s3:cll of imbibition.

On Gunlay we decamnaed and hanled for Big Hole and llarble Arch. The
shoglhaven crossing wes blockod by some clot who'd buggered his steering on
z large gibbcr, but ¢ manhandled the cor aside and nushed on. The Big Hole
hps to be scen to be believed — 320! deep, 120" wide it is surely fustralioc's
sreatcst flong <dron', although I doubt that even 'Cable Leyer' Taylor wroulc
e gome to christen it.

‘inrble Arch, at the bottom of a bloody stecn, slippery hill, has a few
z1211 bone rich caves, and a very protty small arch ~nd gorge. Two zoologists
Zrom the AWYJ werc along and a considercble quantity of bones were collected.

Then it wan off to the Araluen Pub, reached via a siuoctacular, norrow
inding road thru ilajors Creck, and surcly a must on all Uyonbene trips.
Then we healcd for home but unfortunately neer Harulan the front susnension
sn the car went crook. Stcering was rather avkward, ond ns e crowled down
the highiray 'Comedy Kaners style', many amotorist must have thought we were
¢ll ond truly »issed. Amd aftor such a good wockend it's a wonlor that we
oren't. il i e

John H:llicday

LR R R R R MR

COHSERVATION

Sungonia and Colong

The NSH govt. recently gave APCM Lid. the oasortunity to give un its
snlong mining lcase and instead take up leases on the edge of the gorge near
3ungonia ('The Australian' 3/11/71). Implicit in the offer is the right to
‘ums ovorburden inteo the gorge. The logical commont is that this is just
snother cxamnlc of the govt's obvious mania to allow the destrustion of as many
scenic arcas as »ossible. They'!ve changed targets but the crime is no less.

Lzke Podder

Perhaps tho N3T govt should take o few lossons from the Tas. govt.
Bothunc's mob have o ncar perfect way of shutting up conscrvationists —- someo-
Zow they manasged to clam un the press as well as chucking around law suits
left and right. Demoecracy?
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CLIEFDEN October 16-17 John Dunkley

Presant ¢t Joim Dunkley fl.), Jeanette Dunklsy, Ron Murray, Beverly Riley,

Ron Murrsy eet & naw recapd for & weskpnd's gaving by dpiving down feep
fMorae late in the webk, then pacing up to Cliefden end back, and returning to
floxea on Monday. Only 1200 milgs or so. Then it was his misfortune to hit
8 submerged roock in the geass around the edge of the paddock near the Island,
resulting in a flat tyre., Other than that it was the usual Cliefdsn story ™%
perfect weather, fine and dry, a typical idyll climaxed by a really good nosh-up
on Saturday night. Oh yes, and we did quite a bit of surveying too, about BOD ft
in 211, using thae forestry compass. Denis showed me a hole, opened up by 0SS,
on top of the hill opposite the campsite, about 200 ft south of the entrance to
Taplow Cave, It is about 30 ft deep and is more or less above a known section
of the cave. A connection is possible, indeed probable, though there is a good
deal of earth to be removed. About 50 vertical feet separate the two parts.

The last gate was closed at 4 pm on the dot on Sunday and, spurred on by the
thuught of Elizabeth R waiting at 8 in Eydney, we made what must be close to a
record homg run of 3 hours 50 mins

"ONCE MQRE A CAVEMAN"

"PARIS:' A Frénch cave explorer, Michel Siffre, is leaving for the United States
to spend 200 ‘days in an underground cave in Kentucky as part of a research
expariment.

"The experiment will snable scientists to detarmine the effects of prolonged
=olitude amd silence on @an's rhythms for living."

(The Australian, 19-10-1971)

(affer Siffre's last well publigised cave sitting effort, perhaps it
womyld be appropriate for him this time to institute a study of the
offreots of his stay in the cave on the biological rhythme of the cave,
Piarvellows cese study of pallutiosy L .should think.)

Loty cAvE ~ snother plug

As announogd elsevhere in thig desus of the Newsletter, SUSS are glad to
bring ko the sttentiopy of veadars its new bppk on the explogation and spelece
geogrephy of NMangoth Caye, Janolan. Sewwgal innovations have bsen made in thia
hook, pawticularly cartographic techniques intraduced into Augtgallan speleology
for the firet time, and notably the firet (as far as we knouw) isometric ceve
gpap pade ib this country. An unbelievable number of man houre wae put into
makimg this technically the finest book ever produced on caves in Austpelia.

For the art work and cartograghy particular thanks go to Ted Anderson, who has
uvaed it as a vehicle to demonetrate how te really draw cave maps. Expected
publication date is Decamber 15. = We hope it will be .an adequete mmysr to these
{not SUSS membaps) who’ve been asking

"AND- WHAT FHE HELL DOES SUSS EVER DD, ANVWAY?"
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BOOK REVIEY The Caves of Korst by Lee Hoffman (London; Tobson; 1969,
"ijeop in the water fill:sd caves of Karst, cven if you had
imnlgnted gills, the thin linc between lifc ané death was
stretched tout. Any ordinary mistake could snell finis
an aceidontal bump, cold numbness, or simnly losing your
woy inm the labyrinthine tunncls® '

Kerst turms out to be o wlanet of indefinite location, its.crust largely
lamestone ~m? d@lom-te containing o vast labvrinth of caves. Intruzions of
igneous maoterial had given of thoir clements o deposit minciale in cavitios,
Vuge and gcons of the cave walls of uhich the most useful and rorest wvas -
thelemite, vhetover thet 2. So the Darthlings came to Karsit to cxploit it
en? belore long such terrestrizl -rotlema asz murdi~rT most £l cre hoppening.
And the monu” ~t%urcrs of Lkitsch ard 'Mavd ot it too

"G:-ckimgﬁ&?;ritical ey ot a Blastic staiictite, he suggested,

'Ti's nlfc WA o JpuNen. 0

Migtion neoiels stout covos ore nesrly as rsco as thay are deovoid of
literary value arc thie »iecc of s f. is nc execrption. 3till most of us
should be ot howme:
"He soxamblod, Yion soconds his vhole damn . life in the g'damn
coves ond he cumce out for o drink an' where's he find him-
self But in & g'“amn covei "

John Dunkley

o o, o T e,

NELUNGALOD (DEN H LL'S) CAVES

(liony mombegers hovo hoard of the lcgendary SUSS tris to Welungaloo when, with
full wroas ¢sovernge, a doline, which sunposedly led to a large cave, was
inveetis=atedl. 411 that wos found wore old oil drums and dead sheen. Tlell
asparcntly {‘bthere is more to the wlace, as Bick Tunncy relates. od. )

The N elungaloes Caves are situated Sumiles 551 of Nelungaloo Rail on
Billabong @k (ik 603397 TForbes 1:250000) on Helungalso vrovwerty ncar the des—
erted "Pistpcor Homosteads®™, Tho cowves are known locally as Ben Hall's caves
as thoy contsin his trcasure (in common with Abercrombie, ifellington, Mulla-
mullang? &tc. ctc.). 'The loecal farmer was forcod to blast the entrances as
he lost uwmole flocks of shcop in their abysmal cdonths;

irm e with this wveluable information a privete party on 26 Jan. 1970
drove dowm from Pcak Hill, went past the place twice not noticing it, holed
the nctrail tonk and noid exorbitont »rices for vetrol ete.; before finally
arriving., Thore are z few surfoce donressincns and tuwo ecllanse dolines writh
asmocliabesd coves: ;

Toling 1 — 40! in Aiametor and 15' dcep with a 10' ¢liif at onc side.
Thrce cntroncos lend inte a curved rosom 40" loang. Tae f1sar slooss steenly
an? is scomoscd of dehris from the collensc.  The roof I2llous the bedding
nlane - &7 ot 10Y.  The lewout pr.irt iz 30 Lezlow the entran-o where there is
o naol 1w mutdy voter 18fTxaY and 5<% decn in nlazes. There is 2o continuation.

Nolidle 2 -~ 2Xrds dwvon T and 30T dia., 15! dcop. One horigzontal passage
of 20t,

Mho cres is of low reliei and it is belicved that exccssive gelignite
wes usad by the farmer oz there is no cvidence of anything speleologically
signiid cant.



