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General MeotindS,

The next General meeting will be
Thursday, 5th of October, this Thursday,
There will be no General Mecting in November,

And there will be a Generul Mecting in December,
Thursday, 7th Decemboer.

IBICON.

Nibicon is fast appraﬂnhing, it is only held cvery two years and this is
the first time it has boen beld in Sydney. 5o this will give people
interested a chance to attend a Convention with very little cost and
inconveniencae,

Besides being able to attend seminars ranging from Hydrology to Electronic
communications to conservation, you meet cavers from all over Australia,
people who could help you on interstate trips,

Fizld trips, designed to show interstate cavers the best of the N,S5,Y.

caves, will be a highlight that no local, experienced or inexperienced,
should miss, So, if you have not already filled out a convention form
get one at the next meeting.

Not to be missed [ ot any cost ? ) is that extravaganza of the convention
THE CAVEMANS DINNER ., This promiscs to yet anothor orgy (Ist class )
of drinking , ecting ,and ( 7 ) .

et 0 00 000 O Ml

I will be going te Lightning Ridge in January , after Nibicon , persons
intorested in doing 2 round trip up the coast, west to the Ridge and
back wia Tomworth-—ecaving etc -~ should contoct mo,

Possibilities include ———
Caving.... : :
Macleay (Kcmpsey) dist. e.g. Carrai, Yessabah,
Kunderang. Texes Timor cto.
Opal fossiking, and gonoral bludge touring.
Ed,.
EDITORS IMPERIAL ORDER OF MERIT goes to J. Dunckles, Arthur Jenkins,
Noclene, Ian Milligan, K.B,,Merlin, Cinzano, the green tripowriter,
and Morlin,
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YAPDANGORILLY - 27/8/72 - 1/9/72
"Covirg & Slkiing®

Present: Graeme hic3own (TLj, Arthur Jdenkins (M}, Louise Holliday, GYeg
Barnwell, Brahame Cox, Chris Carolan {(%'s), Panny Orucs (V).

e arrived in Yagbv villase on Sunday afiarnoon to find the old Post
Office alrecdy inhcbdted by o MR fellow with family on scheol holidays.
Thus we had to take sccond kest, a swnll cotbtoge "The Lookdown®, on the
Tantangarc side of the river. .

On Monday most of us went ski-ing at Kiondra where the male members
were definately put to shome ( on the slspas anyway) by Penny & Louise,

Tuesday dawned with "Hughi=" doing his best and we all were thankful
that we weren't comping. *Youth and enthusiasm” prevailed over "age and
experience” and it wos decidod to go coving in tha rein. At the East Deap
Creck compsite it wes decided thot thare was 5o much water around that the

—

bottom entranco tc Ezgles hest would Jrobably be blockod,

Janus Cave was entered instead, The purpose being to go as far as
the beginning of the main “pretiipgs® chamber. Usfortunately just after
the first ladder pitch the route through the boulder choke to the flow-
stone climb was :-—

ar-blovkdd sy mud
or b) lost

(Strike out @) or b) eccording to your own Bias)

un Thursday the party visited the Eegles Nest System. Examination
of tha bottom entrance show:oe the stream to be flowing at about twice
its normal rote after tihree days rain, Y'e entered at the Eyrie and
progressed as for os the final pitch before the lower level, i.e. where
the horizontal stresm passagos starct. At thils point it wes decided to
retroce our steps and roturn through the Eyrio.

Thursday night proved to be the socizl highlight of the whole trip.
Kiandra Pub shook to the sound of Chris on plano (one note didn't play
and the rest werc gut of tune) and Breg on clorinet ([ sqgueaky reed and
squashoed ligature thonks to onc of the heavy footed bar patrons).

Frida¥ was spent ski-ing and we were cll off home on Saturday.
= E 3 H

Un a more serious note the stream. through East Deep Creeslk is still
suffering from Depariment of Main Roads mud inspite of the silt trops
that hove beon arscted. Those treps cannot hope to trap all the clay
colleids - perhaps Flocculants are the answer but thoeir toxicity could
hove to be examined closely,

Groene McBown.

olo
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TRIP REPORT JENOLARN 10227 timnekt  dame

Present: Tony Culberg (UNSWSS), (leader), Rhonda Balding & sevaral other
other LiSUSS members, Henry Shennon, E£ileen Seswick (Ussuaj,

Jim Seabrook, Terry Fardouley, Wendy MMackenzie, John Dunkley, Jeanstte Dunkley,

Peter Comino, Elizabeth Comino and one or two other SUSS members. Also working

in the area were some members of NS5, Another good example of real inter-socisty

cooperation. :

S5traight after getting to Jenolan I got out the fluorescein and mixed up a
bre to put in the cresk opposite Serpentine Cave (flow about 0.02 cusecs). 0On
returning to camp I found that Tony had got a keen group of UWNSWSS and 5USS to
go into Mammoth., I checked out the 1st and 2nd crossings of Central River on
the off chance that the fluorescein would come though quickly. There was no
sign of green colour, but the water was turbid. I have nsver sean the water like
this before; it was cloudy and was opaque in deep pools beyond 3' depth. I am
sure the rain was not responsoble and I would guess that the cloudieess was caused
by shifting rockpile or mudslide upstreagy of the 2nd river crossing.

The trip was a very fast one. The charcoal pacikets placed last week by John
Dunkley were in order.

The inaugural mesting of the Jenolan Caves Historical and Preservation Socdety
was held that night, preceded by dinner at Caves House (unprecedented). Highlight
of the session was Warren Targett's "The Legend of James ficKeown". Targett has
found evidence of a conviet of that name in the colony at the right time (transported
1834). It is suggested that this man 'bolted' from tha farm at Castlereagh which
he was assigned top and made his way to Jenolan (Targett suggests by following
rivers) and made a living off the land supplemented by pilfering komesteads (later
exaggerated into bushranging). He was captured by Whalan et al. in 1838 and his
fate afterwards is unknouwn.

Arriving late on Sunday I had to track down the absconding Mammoth Cave party.
They were discovered hiding in Hennings Cave. The ringleader, one John Gallagher,
was sentebced to the freadmili of Mammoth Cave. The charcoal watchers were
changed in Lower River and both crossings of Central Hiver, which was no lecnger
turbid except at Central Lake. All went home then except Jim, lendy, John G.
and self, This was to take advantage of an invitation to go into Barralong fMonday.

On flonday the 4 survivors went to Uiburds where I showed Jim the prettises
department (which he had failed to find through misinperptetation of my directions).
A rope-only is needed to get in. I suspect that one unauthorised party had been
in there since 1964. The cave was in good condition; we marked a trail with yellow
reflective tape (thanks Jim) but ran out before the job was quite finished. The
most important job to be done is to caver to 10' of damp clay at the beginning.

A sheet of 10' x 3' would do.

The rule of the cave for "Silverfrost Cavern" is to stay on the most expendible
looking streong flowstonme; avoid treading on the delicatse microgours, moonmilk
{i% crumbles) or mud (it is your business to start clean and stay that way),
footwear should be clean socks, bare feet or perhaps sandshoes - no boots.
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People should also stay off any wet flowstone. Mostly the track is on the lseft
hand side, but think firstll

That evening we found that Dennis had his dates mixed up ober ths Barralong,
so we had lots of coffee and philosophizing instead. All but self then went home.

Wext morning I went for a solo walk up McKeowns Ck. At the main submergence
0.2 cusecs were disappearing at the bluff, and the cave in the bluff was no longer
full of water (rolling stones test-. 200 yards on at the swampy patch the flow
was up to 0.5 cusecs and it did not increase up to the mouth of the gorge where
the flow was no more than 0.6 cusecs.

I followed the gully that continues the line of the main flais, it hardly
ever runs by the look of it and is deseply alluviated. It does represent the
course of the limestone belt because the west side is chert (bslow the limestone)
while the east is slate (above the limestone-. There is no outcrop in or near
the gully floor. I suspect the limestone has been virtually eliminated by
stylolitic solution in this area; the rock at the gully may be like a gougs clay.

The spur is defaced by a fire trail, the lower slopes going down to the
next gully are coated with alluvial gravel. The gully is a big one and it sinks
opposite a group of three huge dolines which are acruss the flat from the actual
creek. The water does not appear lower down the gully so it must go into the
underground river., I think these sinkholes were known to Ian Williams in 1960.
I got to thinking just how much further does the system extend. It is obvious
that cave is present despite almost no outcrop being visible.

I followsd McKeowns back down the gorge; a manceuvre which requires some
mountain goatery. It is a beabtiful gorge and would warrant a canyoning trip
although the waterfalls are few and low.

-—- Henry Shannon,

POSTSCRIPT by John Dunkley

John Dunkley's party arrived to find the campsite deserted, so we adjournsd
to Frenchmane Cave where Ken Keck and Ed Boylan ([155) were surveying. The cave
was fully explored; its lower horizantal part is undoubtedly a very old fossil
sggment of the underground river. We also looked at False Frenchmans and the
holes in, the cliff betwsen tbe two caves. The cliff holes seem to represent an
ancienft stream submergence the passages of which have been exposed as weathering

CaUugsod retraat of the cliff lina;

The limestone containing the 3 dolines referred to by Henry Shannon above
have been known since Trickett's time at least. I have a theory that drainage from
west of the dolines either goes into Wiburds Lake Cave, or had a bearing on the
devalopment of the latter. Following this theory in June 1972, Ted Angerson and
I drove up the ridgetop fire trail west of the dolines and walked down the long
crzak leading to them. We did not reach them owing te lack of time but ths cresk
was running about 0.1 cuseecs. Jn August, Ted, Henry and myself located two
totally unrecordad outcrops of limestone up to 5 miles north of Caves Housa.
A full report on the area is in preparation.
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To Build A Setter MHUELt‘Ja
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The Multi - Camera Tr;pod Mount

Arg tripods in coves nocessoary? Yes, when multiple Tlosh
photographs are being taken.

In tho years that I hove beon coving and beve participoted in
shotographic trips I have noticad that there is usuclly a genorsl
shortage of tripods and/ur, an ccute lock of tripod spoce available
especially in confined spucaes whoro naturclly mocst of tho good stuff i

One way to overcome both probloms is to incroese the capecity
of the available tripods by the use of mulii - coiern tripod mounts,
tn the 'recent' Nullsbor trip we Found that we were always four
iripods short. This shortasge was roducou to throae by thbe usa of
a double tripod mount built by Bricn Aivett (CEGSA). This device
was o simple 1" 3 1/27 bar of cluminiuw with o strip of ruboer
glusd on ono sidoe. Camaras woera held on by modifiod wingnuts,

The major disedvantare of this typoe of mount wos that it was too
light and Tloxible for most comeras - Gingle LFF# Aefloxes in
pirticular.

Having & suitable oit of cluminius and the right mochinoey
aveileble I decided to go one better and maike an elaborcte triplo
header in tho shape of a 'T* (see figure 1j. Although I mode ay
mount from 1/2" aluminium I fool sure that moximum rigidity
would still bo maintained if 3/8" or 1/4" material were usod
in pluce of the more expensive und heavier 1/2" aluminium,
A lathe is necded to manufacture the comors thumbscrows which

are fabricoted from bress and nylon washers to reduce wear (figure
3;. A milling moching is required to machine the cluminium to
size - rocess the camera mounting area so that taoble tennis bot
rubber can be glued in. Underneanth - all non-bearing surfoces
were recessed to 1/0% wall thickness for lightness - sece Figura
two.

Things to be taken into considersotion before manufacturing
sucih &n itew would be thae head aren of tho tripod that it is to
be used on, Tho dimensions given in the dicgren are in relation
to a Jepanese fAstron tripod. The head becring area of the mount
chould not he recescoed as cguite often tripods of smoller heod areos
arn used

e N 00 (O DO e
Lead=ecid Charger from a 12 volt car supply.

To mzke a vattery charger thot will operate off a 12 volt
car battery one only needs o charging key, a 15 ohm resistor
(at lenst 7 wntts power rating) a bose to mount the key on and
two leads with clips, There arc two types of koys, the longer is
usually the bottor ond can be obtained from Gilbert Sroy ot 23
Clyde 5t, Aydelmerc for undoer a dollar. The key is mounted in
2" from the side of the basc and a l"x%“ bross strip is attachod

cont'd opposite,
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Some, ¥ Views of CAVING

(or why it is unsecmly to wear tattered overclls without jeans)

The almost indescribable joys of sceing formations, under—
ground erimal 1ife and rock stratn, fault patioons, ond
arrorngomente witiout conerate stairs and rails; gooeling
Weutlunchics® and bored guides,

The thrill of being supported only by rips in your disinter-
grating outer clothing,

Much heartened by the confidential assertions by B (of B5G
fowej who acvisad thot ?5 start holfway un Lhe cavimg social

lad-der, fow aoiv have bo enow o Fawoorusiol namas and wilth
e - L) ' N LT T v 5 B R e y ) wqoqtess
thz X pEyshaloagicnl yand ararasn onvaiatniienl ) adeantages
yvou aro Azcasbel,  oaforbusataly nat ioa i
wfrd ety Jdonolan puldse kD B0 LA Sl wa belong
to bha rust il i Lol e b Sl o 3 wWisida tha o mulidas' cooarters
[}

and wcren't just cuvlious dievepcunanle Yvaggistowisis®t,

fs are not interested. Due to

advarse pukl iniiv?{vnis, ba=s, auddv dano Jdovic hales! Can
- . 3 g o - W " LS * -
it ks tire 0 8?7 The guanlivy oV ponunol consmod indtially

Genuinely wonocer why moreg

without *"ﬂ‘ﬁdﬂ“ sfFoct), She Juiny omd succltoat 1
at tie smonboes' diszozal is an wxaerionce Lo witnes
(speaking Frum a Christian viawouin®.

-_* uage

Concerning an cuxillary activity on one trip: I honestly

admire tha guts or stupidity oF Chris and Grog who hoving

becn on sikis only ten milnuies, manadad Lo conze w tho

T = bar and wers hapolly peeporad o ski down without such
basic technigues os snowplough tuen,

Gtrolling to Eagles Nest:"The faster I go, the behinder I get"
Beautifully manicured hands, potiently and expensively cared
for (etc, cte, the whole scene) permanently ruined after

10 foot of ladder,

Being dangled from a VEAY high roof by a revered trip leader
s a mucrderous and gquite unjustificd punisimaent for an

innocent little joke about a little laddor,

Sleeping under a mobile, 16 stone, Bogong = covered form
with the congenial comoany ratio 1 ' : 6 04na Kombi,

The exotic greenish tint above ground scenery and light for
Lhe firet fow momants after emusrgling,

E = Louise Holliday.



