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CENERLL MEETING

PNGCEG EXPEDITION TO CAVES (OF THE
CEITRAL HIGHL/WDS OF NEW GUINE.

5lide talk by Andrew Pavey (UNSWSS) on
this exciting trip.
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Badhan Roon, The 0142 Union, at Tpnm

Thursday, Septenber 7, 1973 -
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FORTHCOMING ACTIVIPIES

Septenber
T GENERAL MEETING din the Badhan Roonm, The 012 Union, Sydney
University, connencing at Tpn.
®
* GUEST SPEAKER : [ndrow Pavey (UNSWSS) who will give a talk, *
# illustrated with slides, of the fugust expedition of the Papua and *
# New Guinea Cave Bxploration Group, %o some unexplored cave arecas *
# of the Central Highlonds, Thiis should be a tremendous talk on o ¥
#¥gery exciting cave aren, so don't niss it., *
9-10 Possible trip to Jenclan - enguire ab fext neeting
15-16 CLIEFDEN Eeith Oliver 6251768
22=23 WOMBEY A Denis Word 6442497
General exploration, zone surveying. Definitely linited to 12
gtarters. Plenzse see Denis nz soon ns posgible if intercsted.
29-30-  CLIEFDEN Denis Word 6442497

October 1 Gooldl restful trip to idylliec Cliefden with as nuch or as little
enving as you want.

29-30-  YARRANCOBILLY Keith Oliver 6231768
Oetober 1 Not o SUSS trip but there will possibly be some SUSS people going
gc 1if interecsted give Keith o ring,

October.5.. ., GENERAL, MEETING in the Badhan Roon the 014 Union

13-14 TUGLOW Jin Senhroock TE5084
Gating trip with plenty of tinme for inspection of the cave by workers

20 Meeting in' Canberra to discusa future speleclogical work at
Tarrangobilly. Soneonce from SUSS nny be going, if interested,
please enguire at next mecting

15-14 CLIEFDET Keith Oliver 6231768
27-28 CLIEFDEIY Keith Oliver 62351768
Novenber J ENOLAN Bruce Welch 991013

10-11 Marmoth Cave -~ oattenpt to follew up waterfall passage in northern
section of the eawve. FPossibility of bif discoveries hero.

10-11 CLIEFDEN Keith Oliver 6231768

HOoTR: There will be no Genernl Meeting in Wovenber

The Clicfden trips led by Keith Oliver are not SUSS trips but we have
received an invitation bto cone so if interested you are welcone to
give Keith o ring
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WOOLOMIN 30-6=-73 t¢ I-7-73.

When Spike Milligan's proposcd Timer trip fell thrcuch(owing tc
lack c¢f storters)the writer and Kris Dietrich(ex-U.N.E.Mountoining
Club)decided tc investigate an areca of limestcne ncar Woclomin,alout
40 kilometres north of Timcr.The limestone is found on a peck kncwn
loeally as Bleck Jack Mcuntain,which is situated 5 kilcmetres west
¢f Woolcmin and 30 kilcuetres scuth cast of Tamworth.This peck rises
Lo an elevaticn of alucst I00Qmctres,with o loecl relief of about
300m. The messive Llue-;rey Devcnian limestoene cutercps in a series of
lenses extendin_ from a spur on the south-east side of Block Jack
Mt. to the Lrcad alluyiel flets in the, valleys £c the nerth-west,a
distinee of cbout 8 kilcietres.The strike runs in o ncrth-westly
Cirecticn; Ledding is mot visille in the linestone,uut dark ccloured
Ludstones near the wost scutherly cuterop dip alucst verticully.The
lenses arc up tc «Om. im thickness,interiedded with veleaonies.

The owners cf the pruperty reported that ¢ wettuck hud Leen leost
dene a hele in limestcne near sn ephcieral strecw cbout 500m. north
of the dountoin.Investi_zticn revecled thot twe narrew lens-shaped
icles extended vownwerds frew o grike for o @istance of alout 6.,
Jgoinin, holfway diwn.at the Lottonm wos o small chemler,slnost entirel;
filled with Lreckdown.The meattoek was retricved with ¢ifficulty,sincc
the squeeze wos even more cwkward ccwin, Loek.abiut 20m.closer to
the cieek,the remuvel of scuc stin_ing nettles expesed a similar
vertical fissure,olLcut 3m.deep.it the Lottem,this joint-fissure Julns
" -y i oY I - = e & e y . ] ke o5 i - ..,piu g = . . " - i
SnfBEH PRI tel pescace, fleoned wish spnal materiplogs e,
an inflow under cenliticns of peck runcff.lhe reacvel of scme rocks
wculd permit entry t¢ the herizontal poesope,but in view of the
limestonc's linited extent the prospects four suLstontinl cove Jeve-
lopment cre mect promising.

Geoffrey Trancis.

* Furtuer liscotone cutercps \not investi_oted)eculd Le seen to

the scuth,cn the cther gide of Cupes Creck. i
X ¥ ¥ ¥ X ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ W ¥ %
AITERTION ALL TFULL JLAND .SSOCIATE KELBLRS.

A new supply of cloth Lodges is now aveilalle ot 50c.ecch.Get thern
at any Genercl meeting or send o stauped self-uidressed euvelcpe &
money te: '

The Treasurer,
Box 35,
Toe Unicn,ete.

alsc still aveilslle in linited quantities are metal wads
each and memlership ecards zt S5e¢. ezch.

*hote interstate cheques heave to have &e. Juty peid cn thew sc
Please include this.

Scme uses for cloth Ladges:-

*sew them cn ycur cveraslls,purka,cte.
*stick cne on your car
*mony other uses.

es ot 75¢c.
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CARE OF ROTE

Haye you ever lnocked down a deep pit without seaing the bottom,and then locked up
at the secemingly ever-sn-small rope by which y wr very life is suspended.Many ~f
us have had our moments of doubt no watter what type of rope or system used.

With a little care rope work cun be very safe,as "ar =23 the rope itself is
crncerned-if a few basic rules on the care f rone are athered to.
1.Never walk or step »n a rope.
2.hinpes should never be dragged al'ng the ground.Sand and Airt can work its
way int> the r-pe,d-ing internal domage not visible from the sutside.
3. Do not allw rve t5 run ver sharp edges.
4. Try t~ keep the rope dry,but if you cannot,dry it before storing it.
55+ Hemowve all tight knots after using. '
6« D5 not leave a rope under tensiom for extended rerinds of time.
7+ Never use your rope as a car tow rope, 'mee used as such,it must remain
as a car tow rope. :
8. Check a rope very carefully after it has held a fall. lxamine the rone
imsediately after it has been hit b a fallen rock.
7+ examine the rove at regular intervals. If had wear or puffs of fibres
are ~hserved at any points along the line retire the rone.
10.5ever store rope in direct sunlight.
1l1.Mils,spirits,petrsl and lacquer thinners must be kept away from rope,
capecially nylon.
Jim Huckins
Frrasight
Vol.VIIIHo,.5plc

GAUNO MINING AND CAVES IN MEXICO
By our Mexican Correspondent. 4 Blunt.

One of the caves inspected is about 80 miles fror: Tempico, including 20 miles up a
mountain of the worst dirt and mud road/track that you could imagine. The cave is ir
a valley but the road stops at the top of the mountain necessitating a 5 mile walk
with rain beginning as soon as we got out of the car.

The area is much like Jenolan Caves and the cave we looked at was very large.VWs walke?
right through it and at one stage got lost. It was very hot and because of the altitise
and geperal atmosphere of the cave we felt quite giddy. It is a shame that they will
ruin the beauty of this cave once they start mining the gauno. It was still populztes
by bats and eeiry to hear them squeaking and flapping their wings about us in the dsr:.
The gauno looks like rich brown s oil and only the fresh droppings have an odour. We
took a large number of samples and in some rlaces it was estimated to be up to 20 fea-
thick, One cavern was so large that our toreh could nnly just reach the ronf and not
the far wall until we had walked halfe the length of the cave. I estimated that we b-°
walked about % mile inside the cave. When we got back out it was still raining but
luckily, we met a peon (peasant) farmer and hired some horses to ride back 15 the o=
It was very rough on the poor horses because they kept falling on the slippery racks
but we finally got to the topand a Mexican farmer asked us to dinner in his tmd nut
where the whole family (about 8 ) slept, ate and lived in a sinzle reom with rud ines,
CorBes
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the food was great and all the chooks, pigs and dogs were also inside keeping dry.

With all the rain the road had turned to mud and wepushéd and shoved the van for
miles getting covered in mud in the process, butit was certainly worth it.

On another accaision after visiting a cave within a matter »f 2 days, 4 penple came
to see us, all saying that they were the rightfull owners of the Gauno Cave. The
trquble was that they all had papers saying they had titles to the caves. Well, we
digrin't khow what the hell to do or who to believe so we contacted a Mexieo 1Egal
fiﬂm and asked them to sort it out. Apparently what happened was that the eeves are
ﬂwned by the Mexican Governwment. and when the fine print on the titles was studied

fully they were only applications for the Title and the owners who thought they

paying taxes on the land were actually only paying application fees and in this
waj the Mexican Covernment got 5 times the money it would have if they gave the
tifles to one person. This scems hard to believe until you realise that all 5
ap@licanta are penn farmers and none of them can read or write.

On another nccaision one poor man we had withus saw his first bat hanging down from
the roof with which he let out 2 long and great scream and actually fainted, we had
to carry him back to the entrance and he refused to come back in with us. ”hls cave
contains some very large rooms fully populated by bats and the noise was_so great.
from their squeaking and flapping thet you cruldn't hear a person standing next to
ynq. The sonar system of these bats must be remarkable indeed because even when they
wene flying all around us they never touched us, unless we made some sudden movement.

Finally a brief note about the climate in this part of the world: It is highly
variable and can be vnbesrably hot and humid for two days with even the slightest
physical movement making you sweat, and then a day later, so cnld that a sweater is
negessary and heaters have to be used.

Th\..- J'-In. lu...ar’
\.:IU-._,'..,; ..:%U_]_J_C tlfq.

DC:: 1.114-', .

In reference to yeur article "Hondleck of Ceve Types"
(August LQ?&),? ot about the Seabroeck Iype,Closs I ond Cless IT
(pluhcn and scler ruu;Lct*valy) I am surc all your reoders will agrec
this 15 a8 Lypc u@.ita uWLLCUuPlLtLly indescrulclle in terms ¢f other
Ty;csrflb cmission of tblg_ngL is %ribriuus Jerediction.of editoricl
regponsiciliity wikden should e rewedled iuuefirtclyl

¥
Yours sincerely,

Colin Mothers.
Note from Bditor.
Due to the alove letter the next issue will corry o cloesification
of sthe Sccbrook Type which was erronvusdy Cmitted.
* * * e ko
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DEZATH OF DIVERB-IN CLVE - MT. CALDIER.

Fcur Sylney scula. divers have now ween reported os having ﬂrcwnaf
near ict., Cimkiler,300mls.scuth of .delcide after om extensive scorch.
“The divers.,among 8 party of.. ,failed tﬂtsurfaca;ap their prcagraﬁhca
timewWheth the 4 didn't surfuce,d ecmpanicks notificd locals anf pelice

“All ‘9 divers had explored the cave the day Lefore,-undey,and made
further dives early in the wornin: sud midday. o :

{fter police rcscucrs oarrive! members of  thc Mt.Goubier. Agqualung
Cluly ‘.and the pecliee aqualuns squad from Adelaide in lit.Gembier that
nisht, ' _

Bob Smith,cne ¢f the missing divers,has visited the cave scverai:
times in the past 2 yesars. i X
“+THe . igsntic unlerzround eave,onc of the bLest-kricwn in the #t. .
Goamlier re,icn,his a tiny entrence widenin  ints a huge water-filled
ravern thet appears to Le botiomless. , S £y

Lhis is Leleived to Le the seecnd fatel mass Jrovinin, in Mt.Gambier
uncerwater holes and caves for at Christumcs 3 pecple drowned in o
s:all sinkhele near the town.However in the lost four yeors. 3. cthers
have crowned . -one I8 menths ic wnd twe in 4pril I96§. s

"This isn't mony when ygu.cgnsidir the numlcr of cives made",soys
Mr.Gertaers,nenler of i GawLicr's velunteer and honciary” Sinkhole
Hescue Squad. LA : -

itef« "The Australizn™  29th.Nay 1973
orid edune 1973,
# W ¥ #

INTERVIEW OF VALILRIE PAYLOK . 4y Phil Davis

The interview commenced 'with "a elippin, from "Inner Space"ily :
Valerie ond ‘Ren Toyler,which is te Le shown en Chaunel 9 in the future
The filwm showed Jivers enterin; & Im.dia. hole in g paddocK.They uase? -
ladders ‘with O.3u. wile run; s,cnd ne Leley: repe.The cave was Jone-,
shaped with the hcle in the centre of the rocf .and Sm. abcve’ the level
The caveru hos net Leen’lcttomed, It was-found by e herse whe Lrcke &
hoef through the 'surfaoce of & mudpen. . e ; =
_ _Mrs.Toylor belieVes thet insufficient.sofety preccuticns were taken.
If divers ;o toc dJeep*they teccie. cffgcted by nitri_en ncrcosis an?
this produces symptenms '¢f drunkeness.This takes -place wt about 60GE.

Wnen asked why pecple ‘¢ this lirs.laylor replied thét she did nct
know.She Jocsnct do this usuglly,but hus been inte “Sunshine’ Sheft"’
where she.was Lost fri htencd anl 4id nct venture cut of 8i_ht of the
cptronce., _ . 7

Lrs.Toylor was tien osked whether she théu ht the cives sheuld Le
¢losed.She did wotl think so.lt was quite,entirin ‘o werld whieh has
been dend fcrpcentur;cs.uummgn se¢nger gaculd prevail ond it cpoearcd 10
Qg ﬂ1mattcrﬁuz Lx;m?lcnpa.ﬂfna ¢f the loeal divers hod experitnced Gy
cif§icu1ty.icrhags;1t should ve compulsory Lo Lake a-loeal guide.The
iﬁgUt;mﬁgiﬁﬁgghyzﬁﬁtfﬁzﬁflt hove o tendeney te Loy te cutde cach. cther

Revicwed Uy Rik Tunney.
B A O I T ST SEURSMPEE z : '
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MULLATULLANG CAVE TRIP, Hay 1965 (a proviously unpublished report)
Present: John Dunkley, Bill Crowle, Dick ("Mad Dog") Heffernan

Left Sydney 10.30am Saturday May 15, 1965 in Bill's VW, driving almost non-stop to
¥iliura, camping under the bridge across the Murray River (not recormended ) midnighk.

Text day g quick 595 miles Mildurs to Ceduna.

Yeorday 17th, brief stop for provisions in Ceduna and petrol at Penonu. Camped in
sandhillg at Eucla, W.A. about 6.30pm.

Tuzaday 18th up before dawn, inspected ruins of telegraph station, had a swim at

ths beach, left about Bam, Buggered suspension on a cattle grid at high speed while
eating peanut butter sandwiches at 70mph. Rest of day at Madura fixing it. Left
afier dilmer, arrived Mullamullang Tpm, immediately entered cave and established the
first underground camp in the cave at midnight, at White Lake (1.6 miles in).

¥zdnesday 19th -~ 1left basec at 11am, found section discovercd by WASG at Easter
without any trouble and entered with rope. Beyond, the passage is even larger than
in the first 2 miles, and a feoble trog lamp did not light the walls or roof,
Reached Eimit of YWASG exploration, a huge junction hall perhaps 300ft across.
Teking left branch we passed a succession of small lakes, the passage cross-section
being smaller than before. At 4pm, 3 miles from the entrance, we reached a very
large roeckfall extending out of the roof right down inte a lake. John started
rushing up through the huge boulders. After several blind leads in unstable areas,
the roof suddenly vanished upwards beyond a huge pile of rocks as large as small
kouses., Bill and Dick, who had been poking around elsewhere, soon joined up and
we made our way to the top of the rockfall, above which a very high roof was just
visible, About half an hour was spent in exploration here and there but no leads
onwards discovered., We retruned to some holes in the wall of the main passage
discoverpgd by Dick , concentrating on one branch which gave promise of bypassing
the rockfall, The crawl narrowed and the rocks became larger until we could go no
further without clearing a path, Other lecads were noted but time was against us
and we left them for another day, or year. By Spm we were back ot the Junction,
ond Bill-spent some little time paddling around a shallow lake in the right hand
branch, The lake seemed very extensive and we began making all sorts of wild
hypotheses nbout the extient of water beneath the Nullarbor. The other major
iiscoverey in this secction was thc ineredibly fine gypsum hairs, finer than human
koir, flowing across a rock and over two feet long. The left branch also contained
=xtensive earth beds of gypsum flowers. Time beat us again, however, although
zeny unexplored leads remained, and we returned to base camp at midnight, to take
= very late dinner.

Thursday 20th - After a late rise we reached the surface about 3pm, packed and
drcve straight into Madura where we camped on top of the escarpment and obtained
sore good shots of the road on the Roe Plain,

Priday 21at - Dick left us to hitch back to Sydney, which was reached some days
lzter after some eventful rides., Bill and John went on to Perth where the
expedition was climaxed by o cop who stopped Bill on the outskirts for speeding.
Tke oppearance of the car and its inhabitants wns sufficient for him to forget it.

(rote: this trip report should have been published in 1965 but we forgot. It
is intercating a3 being one of the earliest trips from the cast using a small
party and private cars)
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DUNCCNI.. CaVES TRIP RLPCAT
8-6-73 to II-4-73, _
Fembers: Lepry Tordculy (T.L1.),Cclin kathoers,indrew Saith,annc Sinps.n
Leslie flodges,Peter Vicof ond Drnie Lecey.

Soturiey. 9-6-73.

B22 .ccustic Pot.

Bnterced at I0.COci..fter abseiling down the IO6Ft.pitch we potiere?
arcund Jown ot the Junction ucvin, e penmercl lock ot the Jigs.Cn the
woy fout,ot the tup of the piteh,n 24-legged arthroped was olserved
ond vits classificotich is being locked into.

whilst hovin, lunch o writer from o Yewllburn paper hed o tolk with
us But didn't seem to be interested in whot we werc dein, there.

B3 &

4t 5.30pm.we cntered Bd(s vertical systew I2Cft.Ceep & 20ft.heriz-
cntelly and after fuulling cround the Leulder choke we continued on.
Thig cave inecrperates scme poel chinneys ond elimbs 11 of which
needed no equipment to ne.otiote with scume experience.It cnd at g
pessille hulf-coempleted dip ond alse a very ti ht aven clove it.a
multitule ¢f fessilized eccrul is tc be found in this orec Glso.Exittec
ak 6.30pm,

suncay IC-6-73.

fue tu for_etfulness on my part mest of the nerning wes spent re-
cheryin: wy cuer's vattery after leovin_ the 1li lits un tee leng thoet
rli,'__ llt s . i
B4-5. Pussil-Hogens Hole.

Enterin,. ot IC.30gu.,ond sfter the twe short scruffy 1odlcr pitches
had Leen. tackled,helf an heur was spent digging cut the "Cuckunder '
Continued alun,_ .TFossil sceticn toll King's-X-Heoiry Treverse junctich,
Herce we met 4 Gouliurn covers(using o clcthesline for belayin; - fir
psychulo ceical purpesesi)tc ne ctiate the Hairy Troverse.at King's-X
we alsc met Phil Cri&p(SUSS)whe was _cing to B4-5 Extcnsiocn.Cliubed cut
of Fpssil at 3.30pm.

Hewever when we went to retrieve cur ladcers from-dojoen's Hole we
foun? scme very unprepered covers(ycbbes)arcund the tep of the ladlers
cnd one hilfway doewn.Finally cakie cut-ot £.00pm. -

B23.

This ccve lhies recently,ie.since the "Bun_cnia Cives"book was
published, heen pushed through sn unstolle Louller choke(this fact was
repirted to SUSSE by Teny sustin(SUSS whc wos stepped Ly foul zir ot the
tep ©f the Ledding plene squecze.)

The way passes thrcy h the Leuller chicke verticclly Ly a scrieg of
squcezes anl & chimney to o relutively lor e choaber.irom this point
a uLedling plone slcpes Jown for clout I2ft. ot on wversg, e of 2fi,high.

By mgvin, down feet first o sloping hellww is entered which is found
to leaC tc a smellk i Htening pagsige(with a"locse roek floor). e

With scme _runting ani _risning,Cuc tc tie presence of carbon Jicxice
the Ledding plone was left and the cuve was left ot 6.0Cpu.

Thot wight we were visitel Ly scie people who nad to Bun, cnic as =
sreek from rockelimbing neor the Wellonlilly River. cont
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Sun:onis Trip Regdrt (cont. )

) lenlay IT-6-73.

Ccl.,Leslie cnl Pete set ¢ff ¢ walk throu h Bun cnis Gerge while
the rest of us went tc hove a lock ot the swmeller coaves of the ‘aresn.
B47(Hairnet Cove) & Ba8(licssy Cave)were visite! & Ba6(3%ull Ceve dwas
locked feor.after _ivin, scwe tourists o quieck verlal rundown cn the
caves we went locking for more caves.Came aeruss BI4-I8 (Steom Pisc-
Canjerra Hole)whieh we all thoeughit sheuld have scme form of w&rniﬁg
shcut the Cepths of these two caves. '

B66,which was next entered,ly a IOft.chimney leads to a sli; hily

L=

uoulder cﬂck;lslcgiEE_;aCiinL plone.(the tcp of which is the cxfont - f

the map in “"Bungcnia Book".)Even though I @i nct oo further the
follewing was obeerved.The beddin: plane squeezc of aLcut 5m. in len M
QﬂﬁetWG p%ﬁﬁfll& iﬁsﬁ?uas.ﬂ ¢irect route %L;ds tc a larger part of %hr*
SquUEEZe whiach could have & passo e goln. from it.the cther ocssilili
18 on lef't IOft.down the squecze which Eeum;LtStLethikhig UEinliiifx
EGft;Fc an crea with o lower fleocr & some Jead(?)formaticn.Some "passs
was ouserved to lead-off Lebind a 2ft.hi_h stala mite.d trip is ncw
Leins plonned for scme time next ternm te explorc this cove hope f&11J
arrivec at camp sitc at #.C0pm.in time t¢ see the others return “
from’ the ,or e,an’ left for Sydney ot 4.3Cpm.unawere ¢f the inecrecsi
ameupt of troffic walting tc¢ en ulf us. -

Terry Fardouly.

TUGLOW GATING TRIP

The Tuglow gating trip, previously scheduled for the weekend of September
22-23, has been put off to October 13-14 because the welder was unable to make
it., At the suggestion of the National Parks and Wildlife Service, the
fustrplian Speleclogical Federation's member societies around the Sydney area
are getting together to put a gate on this eave, which has been deteriorating
rapidly in recent years.

About 3 or 4 bods from each of the 5 or 6 societies in question will be
needed to get the job done and there should be plenty of time for both a trip
through the eave, which is anbout 4000ft long, and a Saturday night social
seasion and campfire,

‘Further details, hopefully, ot the next SUSS Meeting,

THE FEH GUINEA EXPEDITTON

SUSS is represented on the 2T7-member expedition to the caves of the Central
High@ands of New Guinea by Ms BeveXly Riley. No word has leaked out at the
time of typing this (21 August) about how well the trip went.

Mndrew Pavey will provide the entertainment at the next SUSS meeting with
an illustrated account of the expedition, S0 DON'T MISS IT.



