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FORTHCOMING fiGTIEI_.TIQS
September
29 - Det, 1 CLIEFIEN Denis Vard 6442497

A bash on finishing the survey of Taplow Maze Cave, and
diverse other activities

Septenber
30 - Ock, 1 YTARRMAGOBILLY Keith Oliver 6231768
October 5 CENERAL MEETING in usual place, Badham Room, Sydney
University Union (the 01d Union) at 7., wu
13-14 TUGLOT Jim Seabrook 746084
Gating trip with plenty of time for inspection of this most
interesting area. The cave is over helf a mile long
13-14 CLILFDE Keith Oliver 6231768
13-14 JENOLAN Rick Tunney
o0 (CINBERRA) mecting to discuss future speleological work at
Yarrangobilly, A1 welcone, enguire at next SUSS meeting,
27-28. . CLIEFDEN . .. .  Keith Oliver 6231768
lovembex’ 34, ?ﬁEUﬂEI;H;ftenthtive}ﬂcnic ord 6442497
10=11 YARRANCOBILLY .- - Rick Tunney
10=~11 CLIEFDEN. . .. Heith Oliver 6231768
10-11 JEHOL AT Bruce Velch 991013

Mpmmoth Cave -~ attenpt to follow up Vieterfall Possage in
northern scction of the eave, Pogsibilities of bip discoveries
herc oce there is sone evidence of another entrance in the creao.

WOTE: There will-be.fio mecting in Novenber, due to examinations, not in January.

The .Cliefden trips led by Keith Oliver are not SUSS trips, Dbut we have
received an invitation to cone so if you are inlerosted you are quite
welcome, but contact Keith in advance,

Menbers are reninded of the necessity to let the trip leader know well
in odvance if you wish to cone on a trip, as nmunbers are linited on all
the areas to which the zbove trips are going, If after soying you'll
be going, you decide to drop out, plezse give the trip leader a ring

zo that late starters can then be cceconmpmodated in your place.

Runours of trips to Tosmania have been heard for the Christnas period
ond Jormnry., Further detoils, perhaps, at noxt meeting.
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WELLINGTON

During & Hew England University field school (27/8/73 to 5/9/73 I.Hannam,K.Dietrich
and the writer did genmorphological research on the Wellington Caves area. Previous
work on this area has been carried out by Colditz(1943) and Frank(1971). Colditz
has suggpested that the lag quartz gr avels present on the limestone about 1 km.
south of the caves represent rermants of a late Pliocene base level of the ancestrs
Bell River. Frank has argued that in the Pliocene or early Pleistocene,the Bell
River shifted from its course on the limestone, into an "alluvial Corrido®" to the
east.lt was then captured by the ancestral Catombal Creek or a tributary thereof,
and has since occupied the wvalley to the west of the caves.

Our study does not support these conclusions. Pedological investigntions indicate
that the Jdepp mantels of the dorridor are of colluvial -rigin,derived mainly by
lateral sub-surfacc movement of finer particles. Only o few scattered surficial
gravels are present, almost certainly transported by slope processes from the
limestone above. The abrupt right angled bend in Bell River near the Catombal
Creek confluence ,also cited as evidence of capture(Frank,1971) is explicable in
terms of° structural control. The folded Palaeozeoic rocks of the area strike slightl
east of north, ond the major valleys and ridges follow this alignment.The more

westerly flowing reach of the Bell River downstream from the Newrea appears to be
fault suided.

Lag stream cdeposits on the highest part of the limestone ridge,include both
ferruginous sandstone and conglomerante, as well a2s loose gravels. They clesely
resemble fluvial deposits underlying probable Miccene basalts on the hilltops neor
Newrea, 4km southeast. These Tertiary basalts and sediments extend discontinuously
for a distance »f at least 10km.,parallel to,and 1-2 km. north or east cof the Belll
River.The evidence suggests that during Miocene times,basalt flowed down the valley
of the ancesfral Bell River,foreing the river south or west to one side of the
valley floor,and protecting the sediments from further fluvial mtion. Subseguently
a riew valley has been ineised, leaving relict wvalley floor deposite.on the
interfluve.

In view of the similarities betweecn sediments under the basalt caps and sediments
on the limestone , the possibility that the latter represent a continuation of the
basalt filled wvalley must be seriously considered. The highest parts if the lime-
gtone appear to be at least 20m. below the base of the Newrea sediments, but this
discrepancy dould result from @ifferential uplift or persistence of sediments on &
the limestone during denudation.It is hoped to carry out further field work,
including surveying, later in the year.

Geoffrey. rancis

Hefercnces.
Colditz,M.J.(1943) tThe Physicgraphy of the Wellington Distrioct,
J.Roy Soc. N.S.W. 76 pp.235-251

Frank,R.(1971) The.Clastic Sediments of Wellington Caves
Helictite. 9 pp 3- 26
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SOME GEOMORPHOLOGICAL FEATURES
OF THE WELLINGTON CAVES AREA
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BUNGONTA

(22.5.73-27.5.73)
Tony Austin
Those present were:C.Lawlor,S.Warrell,G.Byrne,J.Warrell,D.Coles & J.lLawlor

The main objective of this trip to Bungonia was to do some digging in B22 (see
previous report of trip to Bungonia-19.4.73).A secondary aim was to explore some
of the smaller caves which so far have aroused little or no interest due to their
size and lack of decoration. It is hoped that some of these wmay prove to be reward-
ing digs as they often drain large areas which belies their present known size.

Unfortunately we did not have any S.U.5.S. gear with us as it was being used on
another trip but we were able to borrow 1l43' of ladder and 240' of rope from Mr.
Rik Foster who had accompanied us on a previous trip. We are very grateful for
this as without it we could not have done more than a fraction of what we did.

As the main body of the trip was not arriving till Friday night it fell to 3teve,
Cathy and I to do most of the prelimimary work. We arrived at the reserve late on
Tuesday afternoon. After setting up camp there was little time nor inclination to
go caving though we did meet two cavers from Bendigo, and amrange to dn nme of the
larger caves with them the next day. We would have liked to do Drum but had
insufficient gear to get any further than the second pitch so it wasn't really
worth the time and effort of laddering and descending the 150' first pitch. It was
eventually decided to do College Cave (B84) as it usually has bad air which should
have dissipated somewhat with the colder weather. The fect that it looked like
rain in the immediate future tended to favour the choice of a large cave where
sudden flooding would be less of a hazard. Theugh no rain fell in the time we were
there, and there were no signs of recent rainfall of any magnitude we found all
the caves visited to be surprisingly wet throughout their length.

Wednesday 23rd May.

B%-T;ﬂo, G.L.,S.W. et al.
B22-T.A.,C.L.,S.W.

B84-Collere Cave.

The party entered this cave at 9.20 am with 20' of ladder and 40! of rope. As this
was a new cave for all of us we pad a bit of trouble in finding the best way to
reach the head of the pitch- it being a nasty e¢limb if tackled from the wrong
point. The pitch was quickly laddered and descended, the party pressing straight
on into the main passage after noting a number of Enviting passages branching off
the chamber into which we had descended.

The cave was particularly wet throughout its length and mud was ocozing from all
the cracks and joints in the walls. This mud had, in many cases formed sume large
and attractive formations. We reached the dig at the end of the cave at 10.25 am.
It looks particularly promising though much work would be required as the mud is
quite thick-a considerable amount of it already having been removed. It has been
reported that a coel breeze can be felt blowing through the dig although we did
not notice it ourselves. After a short rest at the dig the party returned to the

chamber below the pitch and explored the passages we had noticed ea.rlier.mr‘lﬁ,I:1
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e noted four main passages- all joining the chamber between ten and fifteen feet
above the floor level. Three of these were explored to the end (in all aases this
being an unnegotiable sgueeze); we could not reach the fourth. The general trend
of these passages was upward - one through a suspect looking boulder pile. 4 bat
was seen near the end of this particular passage though no signs nf others were
noticed in the main portion of the cave.

I doubt that any of these passages could lead into significant extensions of the
cave though they could .fford an"easier" entry to the chamber by by-passing the
pitch. We left the cave at 12.00am.

On the way back to camp we stopped to have a lonk at the Serpentine(B34).This is

- a small cave in a very big doline and thus could prove t» be an extensive systen.
ne of the cavers from Bendigo free-climbed down the entrance pitch and reported
‘that the cave ended in a squeeze so the rest of the party did not bother desce-?.
1. 5 b

The afternoon was spent at the cliffs overlooking Hogan's cave showing the
Vietorians how to abseil and getting a bit of practice ourselves.

B22-Acoustic Pot

Cathy Steve and I spent 30 mins. in this cave rigiing the main piteh in preparation
for the dig which we hoped to start the next day. The air was found to be really
good to the head of the piteh - though this is not usually indicative of the air

at the aend of the cave. This cave was also found to be surprisingly wet-a
disadvantage as some moron had dumped some not-sc-spent carbide Jjust before the
belay pnint of the pitch. We also noticed some new arrows at various points of the
passage.

May 24th.

B22.7.A.,C.L.,S.VW.,
B80.S.W.

B22. Acoustic Pot

We entered the mave at 9.20 am with 120' of rope and various digging implements,
(i.e. 3 coal chisels and a hammerl). We tied off the rope at the top of the first
c¢limb after the main piteh and used it as o hand line for all the climbs to the

end of the right hand branch where we #ntended to dig. At the junction of the two
branches Cathy and Steve rested while I continued +o the end to check the air.It
was really good as we had expected. I then returned to rest of the group. ifter o
quick snack Steve and I took the tocls to the end. The passage is extremely tight
in places though it is consistently high enough to stand up in until the end

where it closes down to a very small.awkward chamber. Unfortunately the dig

proved to be more difficult than we had anticipated. The end of the cave is a
squecze dipping down at about 30-45 deg. through water worn limestone. The passage
continues down for about six feet before turning to the right.Unfortunately,due

to the small size of the pagssge, it would be very dangerous to attempt the squecze
as it would be impossible to reverse out and a fellow caver could be of very little
help. Steve and I spent some time trying to chip away enough rock to either

afford an easier working position or to break through to the false floor »f the
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squeezw. As the rock ig guitsz thick it will take much heavier tools that we had
before a significant impressinn can be made.

By the time we docided to return the air was starting to become gquite stuffy and
the moisture present formed a fog which redused visibility . We had some trouble
at the 15' chimney/sgueeze as Steve had a lot of trouble getting up due to his
large size. Even with 2 knotted handline it is particularly difficult for people
of more than slight build. The rest of the return trip was eventful and we left
the cave at 3.00 pm. '

I should add that we found o fair bit of fresh rubble at the junction of the two
branches which had either been taken from where we had been digging or had come

from the left hand branch which we did not visit. It certainly wasn't there when we
visited the cave at Enster.

“At 4.00pm Steve and I walked aver to Beck's Gully to have a quick lok at some of
the caves thpre, The first éave we Tound was B70 though we did not enter as we had
left the ropes and“ladders back at camp. The’ néxt v131ted was B80. Steve entgred

and found it just-astight and unstable as aver. We then had 4 ldok a B61 and B2
before returning to camp due to the rapidly’ fadlng light. We arrlved b&ck at 5.15pm.

May 25th
B.21 T.A,,S.W.

Steve and I spent about 10 wins. looking at this -ave- t is about 8' long andl'deepp
It is full of spiders,mosquitos and other such creatures. There are & few small
thPS around the en® rance so th” cave may be nuﬂh qugEr than 15 presently agsumed .

e &

B17 T.A.,S.W.

The entrance to this cave is under a 10' ¢liff in the side of the B1l5 do}ine
There is = "Ight passage leading off fron the main chamber to a much smeller
chamber where there is a small dig - probably aimed at joining Bl5. Bl5 entrance
is still closed due to silting up betwecn the c¢liff face and the shoring.

In all Steve and T sgpent about 15 nins in the cave

B2

I tried to enter this cave but found that the entrhnce squeeze was now impassable
due to the large number of amzll boulders covering the floor and slope.
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BUNGONIA (cont'a)
25th May.

B23 T.A.,5.W.

B23 is'a dug -ut cave, with shoring logs at the entrance.It is located in a broad
ghallow doline and consists of an 8 ft drop to an impassable squeeze beyond which
a boulder filled rift can be seen'- or so it says in the 'Bungonia Caves'put out
by S5:5.5. last year. Thus I was somewhat surprised when I entered the cave to find
that it descended considerably more than the expected 15 ft.

My descent was arrested not by a squeeze but by a 15ft chimney which I decided
would be considerably easier ascended by ladder. Up to this point the cave descends.
through an unstable boulder pile which is tight but net difficult. Unfortunately
nearly everything you touch seems to move which can be a little unnerving. Steve
and T returned to the cave with 14ft of ladder (yes-14ft!) and rigged the drop-
finding that it can.be easily free-climbed both up and down. We then descended an

8 ft drop into a small chamber which had developed wertically -and horizontally

ie forming an 'L' chaped sross section. The horizontal portion formed a bedding
plane slot descending at an angle of about 30 deg. We were unable to procead
JSfurther-ag-the air in-the chamher -was quite-bad. B

We spent 1% hours in the cave amd hope to return when the air is better to explore
it further.

Bl?fm T-l-l‘!l.r ,S'lwl ,D e

Bl2A is a small cave about 66f% north of B43. I+ somsists of a vertical solution -
tube abont 157t deep {which can be easily chimneyed) and two. smell non-negotizhle
rassages perpendicular to each other. The cave lonked as though it had been dug
~down from ground level though there was a natural mud level in one of the passages-
We had been in the cave for about half an hour deciding how to go about the dig.

B43 UNSWSS Hole:
T.As,5.W.,C.L.

Before retwrning to eamp we decided +o have a gumick look at this save. We reached
the 13ft drop with no difficulty and noticed that the passage past this point,
though not negotiable, is probably at the same level-as the mud filled passage ir
Bl126- they must be seperated by only a few feet horizontally. We did not descend

the drop as the rock walls ﬂf the chimmey are particularly sharp and uncamfdrtable-
- We were in the save about % hoar.




October 1973 3uUsSs PAGE 65

B43 Part IT

TLIL#,S-W-,G.L.
We returned to this cave at 2.0Upm taking 14ft of ladder with us for the 13ft. pitc
Tt certainly isn't necessary but it can save much skin and clothing!

We reached the point where the cave trifurcates with no difficulty-finding the cavs
very wet and muddy. I tried to continue along the gravel floored extension but was
stopped by bad air. We left at 2.45pm.

Bl2s

—

TJJ'IL-,S-H-,D-C'

We spent a little over 2% hours digging in this cave. We were able to remove a fai:
nf dirt and rubble which was blocking the entrance to the more -promising passage.
We were then able to have a look at it ond assess more accurately its 'diggability’
The passage is tight and at present partially blocked by rocks and rubble. To
remove this would be quite difficult due to the restricted working space available.
Nevertheless it could well be worth the effort as it looks as though this cave
carried a lot of water in the past.

B50
T.4.,8.W.,C.L.,D.C.,J.L.,

As Jenny and Duncan had done no caving before it was decided to show them thr »ugh
this cave first-it being extremely easy yet quite interesting due to its dig: ,
fungus,fossils and the draft which blows through a slot in the south wall. Ve
spent about half an hour in this cave..

B2Z2-Acoustic Pot g
ks i8S Wiy @l Dali Tilis

This wa s the next cave that the group visited after dinner. We only descended as
far as the main pitch though some time was spent lonking around the top end of the
cave- to the left ffom the chamber after the entrance squeeze. We saw one bat
though this area is often host to many more. We found many small passages though
they were all either toc small to negotiate or would require breaking through
decayeing formation. We spent about ¥ hour in the cave before leaving: at 8.15pm.
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A NEW ROPF, FUR CAVING

There is a new rape in the experimental stage,being developed by a German chemi:
firm.It has fibyes that averlap in one direetiom ~nly, something like the scales
m a srake.Thas it will slide through an spening in one direation,but will jam
tight on the return pull.The 2ffect is pronminced evan or & smasth surface,as when
sliding ~ver an edge.The rope will not,for example, slide aff a table nver the edre
in mme direction.

This new material described in a U.S. Gov. repart is reportedly ebout 2.3 times as
strong as nylon with lass elongatim thag nylon.It is reported ac being rot,water
and fire proof. Called "Palydnlt" byy the American firm negotiating for the U.S.
manufacturing lease, the test rope samples were hoth braided and laid.Although
flexible like nylon, the *ames were ercremely abrasi-n reszistant.

The implicatim for cavers is ennrmous. . “reakbar would be just & breakbar going
-down but turn the rope end for end snd the same breakbar becomes an asoxnder.lt
will slip up but not down.Other wierd effects can bhe visualised.lo Place to tie »ff
~ff? Simply lay the rope (in the right end-for-end configuration) against a rock,
rile some breakdown on it to keep it aga’nst the rock,and it canmot be pulled frec.
i whole new set of knnts has to be learned because once o eonventional knot has
been tied in it, it is virtually impossible t» untie.Simple inops in this rope
become vrusiks when used on ordinary rope.
You can drcam up wnlimited uses,further informati-n from the rope's develnpers;
Nichtderhandt Uberhanden Gmb.H., Schweisund.W.Germany

George Burdell

Huntsville Grotto Newsletter

Vol VLI Ho3d P.21 :

SUuss5UssSEUSssUEsBUSERUES

CHRIS!IMAS I3 COMING SOOH.

Louise Holliday has obtained some Christmas cards from D=rek
Berthow depicting scenes from two New Zealand caves.

Helictite Cave: Christmes free.
Waipuns Cave(at Waitomo): The Sea Dragon.

Photos by Derek Barthow. 25%c. each or $2.40 per dozen.

See Loulise or phone her at 463709,

FOR__SALE.

Two(2) 0ldham- Wheat Yype 'W' Batteries with wire attachment

for belt. .
One unit JUNG 1970, the other March 1971. §4.00 each.

(¥.B. These are batteries only - no cap or headpiece.)

Get in touch with Rik Tunney.
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SPELEQ SPLATTER.

The Society regularly recieves journals and newsheets from =11
the larger Speleological societies throughout Austrslia. These
frequently contain information of interest and value to members of
other clubs but few pcoplc can be bothered wading through a larzge
number of back issues of some obscure magazine on the off chance of
finding something of use.

To facilitate access to this material a review of current Jjour-
nals received by the Society will appoear in.cach copy of the Bullet-
in. As this is the first time that this section has appeared in tho
Bulletin I will review all the magazines received, in future issues
only those containing noteworthy informatiom will be covered.

Needless to say all material reviewed can be scen in the Socliety
library though it cannot be borrowed.

BUSSBUSS8US383USS

SYDNEY SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

The July edition of the S8.S.5. Journal is devoted entirely to
trip report of the Southern Caving Society Precipitous Bluff Exped-
ition 1973. The report, written by Greg Middleton and Neil Montgo-
mery, is extremely interesting and comprehensive. They give a summ-
ary of the conservation problem facing the area and then proceed to
cover the trip chronologiceally, supplementing the report with maps,
rhotographs and yet more maps.

The August edition contains a report of some original research
carried out at Bungonia by Jane Dyson and Julia James entitled "A
preliminary study of Cave Bacteria.". Not only does the article
study the effect of bacteria on the chemical equilibria of the csves
but also points out the possible use of bacteria in the tracing of
underground water connections. The results so far obtained appear
to confirm the connections indicated by Julia's rescarch with djyes
and speleochemistry.

Also included in this edition are trip reports from Jenolan,
Walli,Lannigans Creek, Bungoniz and Wyanbene.

U.MN.5.W. SPELEQLOGICAL SOCIETY.

The June edition of 'GPAR' contains notes on Nuigini,Bungonisa,
and Kempscy followed by an article entitled "Cave Arthropods of
Camooweal Caves" written by Kerry Willismson(ex-UQSS,WASG). Then
follows & series of articles and reprints on the cave diving denths
garlier this year in South Australia. A reprint from N.S5.S. 'NEWS®
31(2) Februery 1973 tells of the linking of the Mammoth system with
the Flint ridge system in Kentucky, U.S.A. to form the world's long-
est cave:l44.448 miles in all! The next longest cave in the world
being Holloch in Switzerlend at 71.8 miles. The longest cave in Aus-
trnlia being Exit Cave (Tas.) at greater than 10 niles,

Also included are trip reports fronm Bungonia(4),Wyanbene(l)
Jenolan(l), Limestone Creek, Viec.(1l), Cliefden(l), Whale Eeach{l}
and the North Sydney drains(1l) !!!
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The July issue contains further articles on cave diving along
with the usual pre-annual general neeting material. Following =
breif history of the discovery and exploration of NIBICON (CL43),
written by Keith Oliver (H.C.G.), there are trip reports from Tuglow,

Cliefden, Kempsey, Wyanbene, Cooleman, Jenolan (Diving in Mammoth) .

PENINSULA SPELEOLOGICAL GROUP.

The July issue. of 'psg' contains a short article on webbing
Enots by Bruce Welch folloed by an article entitled 'Safety Helmets
- How safe?' by D. Welch. The main feature article is & report of
the Groups submission to the A.S.F. N.S.W. Liason Council on sea cave
numbering, written by Phil Toomer and Bruce Welch.

There are also trip reports from Tathra Beach, Black Rerry/
Caves Creek, North Coast(Sea caves - two reports) and the Far
South Goastfalso sca caves).

The fugust issue contains an article by p. Toomer on the care
of ladders. Also included are trip reports from Walli, Cliefden and
Mudgee.

METROPOLITAN SPELEQLOGICAL SQCIETY.

Apart from some internal news the No. 2 (February) issue of the
Newsletter contains trip reports from Wyanbene/Bungonia, Bungonia,
Byaduk Lava Caves(with maps), Cliefden, and Abercrombie (with maps).

The No. 3 issue has trip reports from Bungonia , Abercrombie
and Church Creck.

KEMPSEY SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
The July issue of 'Trog' contains two trip reports; one from
Kunderang and the other fromSebastopol.

CANBERRA SPELEOLOGICGAL SOCIETY,

The June issue of 'The Very Latest' contains four trip reports
from Yarrangobilly, one from Cooleman and onc from Tasmaniaz. There
is also a very good article entitled 'Safety Rules for Absciling'
by Julia James and Neil Montgomery of S.85.5%

NATTONAL UNIVERSITY CAVING CLUE. ,

The July issue of 'Speleograffiti' contains some maps of
Yarrangobilly by John Brush followed by trip reports from Yagby,
Wyanbenc(2), Mt. Pairy, Buchan and Rosebrook.

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY.
The No. 2 (May) issuc of 'Down Under' contzins so much news

L .
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and information (over 4C pages!) that only a very Lrief resume can
be gilven here.The main fecture of this icsue is the very comprehen-
sive article on the Io72-73 ULSS lew Britaln eapedition.It is very
well written and covers ull acpects of the trip,including the logist-
ics which are all important for trips tc remote areas.
an ar®ibtée fmasurvsvakreon report on the development at Pikes Creck,
an oriticle on survival in caves and @ usaful equipment review on
screw=gate karabiners.

There ere also mups of caves ot Texes slong with trip reports
from Teaas,dunye kKts,3ungonia,Wyberbe and Riverton-lexus.

The No.3(august)issue contains o report on the submission for
ht.Etnc-Linestone Ridge olong with an uecccount of capleorctions in the
Baerfield area.Trip reports are frowm Flogstone Oreck,Pscudokarst,Texns
Kempsey=-Stockysrd Creek(2),and Worrick.There is glso a report on s
flying, fox colony or Indocirccpilly Island.

TASNANTAN CAVERNEERING C
The Junc 1issue of "SFEL“G—SPIEL"centUinc Part II of an article
on Tasmanian cave fauna by salbert and Thercse Goede.
There arec also trip repcrts gefrcm Leons Cave,Ida Boy,Ehezadun,k
Hastings area,BDun _onia,lcle Creek,lnit(€ doy trip).

The July 1asuc contesins the following articles:'Bolts as
Artificisl Anchors', 'Descripticn of JI'¥4I4 (Dwarrcwdelf )-83¢' ',
'Marie Island’.TRip report frow Husting,Mlorentine Velley,Exit Cove
and Cunners Quain(SRT practice).

The Auzust issue ccnteins an infermative article on abseiling
and prussicking by Pcter Shaw.In it he cutlines a 'new'method for
very versatile prussicking-using 3 Jjumors.

There are alsc trip reports from Sphinx Rock,Eait Ceve(2),Wolf
Hele and scome maps of Khozad-dunddréEed (JT4-5-T14).

SOUTHIORN CAVINC SCCILTY.

'he July 1ssue of 'Scuthoern Cuver'contains articles on PrLcig—
itous Sluff,thc kontigu Korssé,Lakce Pedder,and gres reports on hkaria
Isleng, Frﬂnklatcwn Ida Bu?,PPCElpltLUu sluff ,Blackmnons Say,Junce-
“1urant1na Huutlngs cnd Sphinx Rocks.

There is also a trip report freoa lole Creck.

The scciety also receives copics of the C.Z.G.5.A.Newsletter,
the V,5.A."Nargen’,the ¥W.i.3.C.'The VWestern Cover'and 'K.S5.5.Lcws!'
from the States.We alsc reccive journals from Greecc ond Spein but
they are¢ not in English. Tony Austin.
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"Chastity is much a virtuc as maelnutriticn”.

(S5PAR 27)
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T'8R SALE
Limited numbers only
CEGSA Cecasional Paper lLo.4.

====NULLALULLAIKG CAVE EXFEDITICKS IS66-----
Bditor: A.L.JHikI.

47 pages + Ilhch:200ft. map of Mullamullang(in 5 fold out sl

Valued at only $I.50
Although produced in I96C so little has been done in hullamul”
since then,that it is still quite up to date.Get yours now
there are still a few left.
Order through:- John Toulds
The Secretary CEG3IA
}E S-ft.ﬁ.usem
North Terrace
Adelzide.
¥ OFE K RENEHEEA X E x
New cssociale member: Ian Frazer
22 Cook Tce.,
hona Vele."2I03 Ph. 4992C59
KXHXUN ¥ ¥ ¥ HEXXEE
_A Cuotable Guote.

"Caving makes & cold bed-mate" (Committee meetingStpt.iuv”
F H o aF HEOHE E oW SF
CCONCRATULATICKRS.
fhere was a note in Speleo Spiel (lio.8I,July 73) conrre+n’
SUSS on ites 258th. Aoniversity.
"Best wishes 5U3S,us oldies have to stick topether®

oF ar oF iF 4F AF FF A 4 aE

Latest nsws from South Australia is that a little hole known
Corra-Lynn(or Corrclls)Cave is at least 3.5 miles long and siLit
coing, strong.iiakes our NSW heles lock a Lit puny,en!

E&E&EELEELEEE
Loutionany foles.

Rawbolt Bill was a careful lad,
4 caver to be admired,
fle never was bettered in sumps and rifts,
And never appcared to get tired.
Alas,one day he hed a mishap
Whilst descending a difficult pot.
Por though gronnies and reefs come easily,
Bowlines they did knot.
sioral :Practise your howlines blindfold.
Chelsea Speleoclogicel Scciety Mewuwlc
Vel.ho.I4 Lo.2 (Dec.)
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THE NOMENCLATURE COF DUSHRANGERS CAVE AND DIGGINS DIGGINS, JENOLAN

John R. ThmkKley

Althoush the two caves described.in this article have been lmown to SU3SS
by the names given them for over 20 years, there is some confusion still,
and anyone with further information either refuting or confirming the
proposed nomenclature is invited to contact the Society or the author,

DUSHRANGERS CAVE, J68-69-70-T1

There is-a legend that the buzhranger MNeKeown from time to time lived in or
hid in a eave in the Jenclan area, from the entrance of which he commanded an
excellent view of the wvalley, and therefore of approaching sesrch parties., The
legend continues that, when holed up in the cave by a posse, he was able to
egcape by snother entrance,

There is, of course, some doubt and dispute az to the cxistence of MeKeown,
never mind the truth of the legend (G. Francis, pers. corm, ). However, about
22 netres above the alluvial terrace in front of Serpentine Cave, Jenolan, there
is a commodious cave with 2 larse and 2 small entrances, containing perhaps
300ft of paseage in all, and nunbered J68-69-T0-71. This is the cave which has
always been known to SUSS, apparently since formation of the Society, as
Bushrangers Cove. The two Jarge cntrances are separated by a small ridge of

outerop and are suffiently far apart for a person to cnerge from one entrance
without being geen from the other. Doth command an excellent view up the wvalley.

At about the same level above the valley but opposite Mamnoth Cave is
another cave, nunberced JB88 which is the one referred to by 383 as Dushrangers
Cave, This cave is equally suitable for canping but its view is down the valley
when in faet any posse would approach from the other direction, Furthermore
it has only one.entrance. On the other hand it is well hidden by vegetation
and could be the onc illustrated in White (1890).

The evidence placing J6E-69-T0-T1 asz Bushrangers Cave isz

1+« The statement by Trickett placing it further upstrean from Mamnmoth Cave
vhen J88 is downstream (APPENDIX 1).

2. The excellent view up the valley.

3. It is closer to the hat near Wiburds Lake Cave, allegddly built by HMeKeown,
and in which he was allegedly caught.

4. It hasg been lnown ns Bushfﬁngﬂrs Cave since organized speleclogy begiﬂ in WSW,
(APTENDIX 2, 3) :
The evidence favouring the claims of J88 mey be sumnorized as:

1. Dxcellent camping site, narginally better than J68-69-70-71. (iHowever, one
wonders whether licKeown would have used it for any long periﬂd]

2, Well hidden by scrub,
3. Could be the one illustrated in Vhite (1900} expert on bushranging, not caves.
SUSS proposes to continue using the traditional nanénsz,
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DIGGINS DIGGINS, J38

In 1953 one Fred Diggins of Kurrajong Heights contacted SUSS following
publicity: of the first diving trips in the Imperial Cave, with a story of a
large cave containing a lake which he had seen many years before in the conpany
of J,C. Wiburd. The cave was apparently quite some distance up lcKeowns Valley
and the lake was allegedly big enough tofloat a battleship. Subsegquently
Diggins accompanied two SUSS trips to the area in 1953, one led by Den Nurse
without result, the other apparently by B. Cobbin. Ueither party located the
large. cave (which we presume was Wiburds Lake Cave, not rediscovered until 1963)
but the latter did explore a cave, thereupon dubbed Diggins Diggins, which Mr
Diggins said he had entered in 1914 (APPENDIK 2). Sone excavation was carried
out in this cave by SUSS and a survey has been dong, snd it has been mown as
Diggins Diggins ever since. There appears to be ne docunentary evidence refuting
this appellation,
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LAPPEINDIX 1 (Trickett)

"From the Grand Archway the limestone belt extends northerly for about 3 miles,
and is dotted here and there with caves.. . . The nmost distant are the Bushrangers
Cave ond MeKeown's Hole, which are small, and have little beauty, but are of
historical interest, as they were used as hiding places by a Dushranger named
MeKeown, and thus led to the discovery of the more important caves.

APPENDIX 2 (Burie)

"The publicity attendant upon the first diving trip in '53 led to Fred Diggins of
furrajong Heights contacting the Society about an extensive cave upstrean from. the
Harmoth Cave, which had been discovered in 1908, The cave entrance was in the foot
of o prominent bluff on the western side of the creek, and the cave was =said to be
very extensive and to contain a large lake.

L SUSS expedition led by Druce Cobbin found an entrance leading fromz a
depression at the edge of a silt plain about 150 yards fron the Dushrangers Dluff,
About 40 feet along a horizontal passage was a 12 foot drop, and the cave then
Branched into two, one section ending after 150 feet, the other after 200 fect
after Ian Driscoll and Dottic Neill had excavated three squoeszes., Further
cxcavation has been done, but with little success (the site was., of course, very
soon dubbed Diggins' Diggin's). Mr Diggins has stated that this was the cave he
entered in 1914 thinking it wns the "very cxtonsive one" but it need not be the
one discovered in 1908.

APPENDIX 3 (Crock) - nentions Dushrangers ns being directly above Serpentine
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PROBLEMS 1IN NUFDERING AND TAGGING Eﬁr‘ GFJLFES Eivy

e “"Jﬁﬁn Dunkley

Since 1970, 5USS has surveyed to Grade 4 or better qbout g%‘mi E of cove at
Jenolan, including nearly 2 niles %o Grade 6. Usc has been nade:8® such modern
equipnent as autematic levels and clectronic distance measuring apparatus in
carrying out this continuing worlk, T% rapidly became evident that there were a
greal nany caves at Jenolan with no identification tngs, including sone well
kmown for 20 years or more. The last published list of cave numbers was in
Spoleo Handbook in Lanumry 1968, Only 34 non-tourist caves appeared on the last
surface nmap supplied %o SUbS hefore this trip, although we understood that more
had been tagecd.

Apart from untagged holes, a nuaber ol anonmalous cascs in the systen had to
be considered, and the acticn taken on cach is recorded in brackets :

J23 - BSome published 395 trip reports refer to this as Tonwicks Dig, placing
it in the gorge near the Coach-iflouse. In fact it is the Bottonleas Pit
in the southern lirestone. (no action yet)

J35 = SS3 map marks it on J41 Bluff, TIn fact it is innthe next bluff upstrean,
(1atter appenrs correct].

J46 - 598 map has two of them, one in southern linestone, the other on J41 Tluff
(former appears cﬂrrccts.

J55 - Twc eaves had this same tag (onc was changed to J131)

J65 = 888 map hos two of them, one high above Mamnoth Cave, the other near

Serpentine Cavoe (lqttmr iz trgoed, former not seen, not resolved)

J66 ~ Could not be found, narked on ‘ushrangers Bluff. There arc no untagged

caves left in that area. {could not be located)

Jg1 - Two caves had this zane tog {Qne the unper entranecc to Serpentine Cowve,
was changed to J125)

J82 - n old description of a 5SS trip describes this sufficiently For it to be
recognised as what is mowm t¢ 3U35 as Little Canyon Gnvc, which is
now tageod J61. {not resolved)

JO0 -~ 588 map has two of ther, one near Miburds Lake Cave, the other near Hammoth
Cave ; (not reselved, latter appears corrcct)

J91 - Marked on 885 nap on Dushrangers Bluff., Could not ke found, no wntnzged
eaves remaining in that area  (cotdd net be found, probably now roplaced).

J93 - I/n old description of on 885 trip to this cave nontions o 120ft shaft ond
decoration. The cave currcatly tagmed 93 is all of 3 netres long and
1 metre High. . (not resolved)

In surmary, we spent nost of the day trundling up and dowm leleowns Vnlley,
pointed out 24 unidentified caves kmown to us and wnited while Den Nurse duly
tagped thon from 110 to 133, This was probably more than had ever been done in
n day before but still leaves ﬂnny on the 3US3 Uhnunbered Caves Liast, particularly
in the Wiburds and gorge area If the gecond edition of [SF Speleo Haondbook is
to be correct for Jenolan, pﬂaslbly 50-60 nore caves renain to be numbered and
tagped. Ye propose further joint insnections as soon as practicable,



Page T4 3Uss October 1973

CHECKLIST OF ' C/VES “TAGGED 17/9/73 (all now positioned ezcept 110-112 & 126)

110 = South.of 53, just above 111, snall hole

111 - onother entrance to 26-27-53
112 == 25ft Above 26-27-53, slightly north, rift about 8ft decp, 2=3' wide,
113 = 8nall fossil strean inlet cave, 20ft long

114 = TFossil strean outflow cave

115 = MNear 114, Glorified wonbat burrow.

116 - fossil stream outflow cave,- pointed out originally by Steve Opper.
117 = High level cave under cliff, about 3 netres long

118 = snall entrance to fossil cave high on hill

119 = mnain entrance to 118

120=1=2=3 - Dushrangers Dluff Cave, 200ft long (SUSS name)

124 -~ HNear 62

125 -— Upper entrance to Serpentine Cave. Reﬁlaces duplication of 81.
126 = The Roost - hole in cliff face in gorge. ot yet taogged

127 = Rift near first bridge in gorge

128 -~ Hole in e¢liff face near Frenchmans Cave.

129-130 - Inother set of holes in cliff face necr Frenchmans Cave,

131 = strean level rift at base of c¢liffis. Replaces duplication of 55,
132 - (5USS) Camping Cave (traditionnl nane). Yot togged

133 ~ Henrys Hole (troditional SUSS name ca. 1960)

134 - Playing Fields Cave (traditional nane ca. 1952)

CHECKLIST OF APPARENTLY UNNUMBERED CAVES

This is o prolininary checklist of caves known to SUSS which are apparently
unnunbered and untagged. Except for the 24 listed nbove which have now been
tagged, this 1list is correct as at 1133}?3. though nore noy sinece have been
identified by S583. Each has been positioned unless otherwise noted. Arbitroary

nunbers have been alicen“cd to assist in future identification in reports
ete. and until such tine as 338 affixes 2o tog.

1001 -.In rocks near Carlotta Arch

1002 — Holes in top of Carlotia irch

1003 - Wombats Retreat (Traditional SUSS nane) nfter H, Shannon)
1004 - Peter Larbert Cave (H. Shonnon nane)

1005 = Dreantine Cave (proposed nane, H. Shannon), large cave overlooking
Devils Coaech House, :

1006 = No details, ‘inhatited by aninals, base of c1iff near pinnacle
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1007 - 014 wery smnll cave choked with decoration, high of Fields.
1008 - 35ft deep cave off Alladin track " ;
1009 - Hot checked, off side Alladin track, said to go dowm :
1010 = Snall horigontol cave sbove creck near B4

1011 - Fire Pit - 35ft hole  (SUSS nane 1973)

1012 = Twin Shafts {Spelec Handhook nane)

1013 - Cubby Hole Cave (nane propoged Steve Hewbould)
1014 - "YMCA Kids Cave" (identifying nane only, suggest Kids Cave)

1015 -- Hairy Dunyin (A.T.Povey nare). Hole in gorge wall.

1016 = Toad Hall (Guidds name) also called Coronct Cave (MSS)

1017 - Dig on hillaide with visible tailings

1018 - "Guides Cave no. 1" (identifiecation only), possibly J45

1019 - "Guides “ave no. 2" (identification only?, fissure at base of cliff near 1018
1020 - snall cave on west side upstrean of car park

1021 = snall hole in rocks opposite school

1022 - Hole allegedly 90ft decp, could be sane as 1018 or 1019, not checked

1023 - Hole 67ft deep, not checked

1024 - Cave above Binoonea Cut, drains water in wet weather, could be sare as 1023
1025 = cave running under Lucas Rocks. NWot checked

1026 -~ Original entrance to Lucas Cave.

1027 - "Wards Mistake Cave"

1028 = Warbo Cave (5USS nane, ca. 1966)

1029 -~ Windslot (suss)

1030 = Cave near nain subnergsncc, obout 25ft passages.

1031 = Cracks in rock on slope of re—entramt nenr 92

1032 - an original cntrance to 92 (Wiburds Laoke Cave)

1033 - Cave in doline

1034 ~ Lorge opeh cave even higher than 1005. Very ancient fossil strean sinlk,

1035 - snall ecave above 1005.

1036 - a rising in the southorn lincstone, near 48

The nanes suggested above are those which have been used by SUSS for identification
purposes and nost have appeared in the literature fron tine to tine. The list is

not cxhaustive and is based largely on nepory and checking trip feports rather
than spstenatic field searching., HMaps cxist of sonc of then.

SUSS will be glad to supply further particulars of these caves to anyone interested,
and we invite additions ond anendnents where appropriante, Thanks are due in
particular to Jin Seabrook for puch of the material in the list,
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