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Prilec: 10 conts

Wext neeting this Thursday,

Decomber 6 in the usual ‘place,

Sec notice within

Registersd T Austraia for {ransmission
by post a5 2 peviodical
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FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES
December 6 GENERAL MEETIHNG

Badham Room, Sydney UYniversity 0ld Union at  7pm.

A screed nominating John Dunkley for Honorary Life Membership
of the Scciety will be resad and voted on.

FPollowing the neeting, those interested are invited to a
slide tallc on caving in Britain and Czochoslovakia by Ian
Wood (UNSWS3), fresh from the International Congress of
Speleology (ssc location below)

g8 -0 WOMBEYA® Deniz Warg 9092400
Exploration and survayino. This trip is already fully
booked - checlk with Denis at ths meeting if you are not

certain whether vour name iz in. Dafinitsly no more room,

JENOLAN Ron fMurray

Exploration in Mammoth Cave. Since ringing Ron in Carnarvon
(W.A.) might be & little beyond your pocket, Ludwig has
kindly offered to act as Sydney contact on 4282034,

8=-9 CLIEFDEN Koith Oliver 6231768
General exploraticn and surveying.

sometime YARRANGOBILLY Andrew Pavey BE22283 wark

We heard zumours of & two.week trip in mid te late Dacember,
this is an UWSWSS trip but space may well be available in this
interesting arsa if ypu give AJP a tingle.

Dec, 26 = Jan. 10 CLIEFDEN Kaith Oliver 6231768
Annual summeor canp. Accommcdaticon availabkle in comfortable
house with all moo eons including fridge and showers if you
want to. Plenty to do. wnatever you will.

December = January TASMAMIA
Thezs have bsen rumouss o Tasmenian trins floating around
but it's not clzar who's bcing, other than Mr & Mrs Seabrook
about whom word haz ilaaked nut,

MOTE ¢ There will be no ganersl sscting in January. The next Ceneral
Meeting after the now wvear will be Thursdav.February 7, 1974,

For possible additional trips duving Cacesabor - January neriod, try ringing
Tony Austin at home an 6606276.

S1idce tallc by Ton Wood Location is Mooting Room 1, toge 3 of the
Union Building, University of 1SY (that branch
of the houndhousc closcst to Anzac Parade)

Sincere congratulations on their forthcoming norrisge to Jin Seabrook and

Theo Mackintosh,
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THE ALLUVIAL FAN 1IN THE DRY VALLEY
AT COOLEMAN

L=*,Muenzenrieder and
g,Francis.

At a point where the incised gully enters the main valley an
alluvisl fan has built up. The fan 13 =approximately 40 metres

in radius, and contains a substsntial number of angular to sub-
angular limestone and andesite boulders ( up:to 35 cm in lenght).
The proportion of blocky mrterial is about 60% ( In no case was
it possible to auger more than 50 cm into the fan)., Since = some-
what skeletal rendzina has developed on the fan it secems that
much of the finer material is of pedogenetic origin, and thus the
original sedimentary deposits may have contained an even higher
proportion of boulders. The centre of the fan is dissected by =
channel about I metre wide, and rsnging from at the top at one
metre deep to a few cms at the bottom. At this extremity the chn-
nel turns downstream slightly, and gives way to a mound of
boulders piled above the level of the fan's surfswe. The chennel
itself is unvegetated, though the fan hes a partial c¢over of
tuasocky grasses (anﬂluding Poa sp.) »nd some shrubs.:

The evidence indicates that the fan has been built up and later
dissected, with some boulders being scoured out. Unfortunateky
it is not possible to tell whether there hes been more than one
phase of cubt and fill, since the augering is so limited. Studies
carried out in semi-arid sareas by Hack (I965) and Denny (IQF7)
sugegest that in these areas fans are built un Auring phases of
higher discharges, and dissected in phases of lower discharges.
Such s principle may also operate in the case under discussion,
At present it appesrs that the gully does not carry discharge
from the perched valley above, even under conditions of heavy and
sustained precipitation. Thus the fan and its channel apnear to
be relict features.

sec map of Cooleman area on page 98 overleaf
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TASUANIAN TRI? 70 EXPLORE AND ILOTONXATH THE
OREOSUS, KRUBLA K5al AND_ F7IT CAVES.
By hoel Pawlinson

The trip was initiclly schedvled for Julw hub had 5o be changed
to August. The irip over was very ot'm efior all that T hed
heard about fhe Fass Siraicht, arpizing In Devenpoi b =nd disemb ,
arking by I10.30 a:m cn the I0 %h, .

We were met by Audrew 2nd ais new Lvige of ~ix teys Roslyn, we
loaded up and tien purchuscd somz food and hended for Mole Croek
and Garry 'M _‘ville‘s pl?ﬂ“ 25 King Sclomon Gava where we atonved
for the dursvicn of ou- = try 1n the Yole Ureek aves.Alter unosck-
ing and some lunch ws decided tn go and pgos Home shots of the
aragonite iii the Ghengis Khan cave,Did not fangy: tire rockeile in,
the cave but the aragonite formciions were' vory beautiful. Only
two hours were spenbt in the Sﬁﬂpgﬂftér which we had some suoner
and then motored into Hole Creek for some ligquid refrechmentas
and to meet some o tho Ltrer savernecys frum Hobsrt who ware
due to join us for the weekend but found thiac the? tere not due
until Friday night.

On the Friday, we venturec: ﬁhtﬁ*ﬂaeﬁ ﬁﬁ'é§¢&;3ﬁ~vﬂﬂv beautifui
cave with. the river running throuvgh its entire Yenpnt. T had
been in this cave lagl May but was ﬁpf hﬂpﬁj with the. shots that
I took.then-anrd.so thiwz cave was onn.of Lhe major chjects of

the trip. We- went right. Lo fﬁgﬁgypmpiﬁthp cave and photographed
our way back btaking e-T8% of-mwici Tiwsn shots. Uil %150 Very
pretty cave possibly a tourist cave of the future. The rimstone
formationsgin this ecave arns -~as of *hec many atiractions ang =
grest deal oI thought would hove %o e put into the development
of the cave for tomrdlse 1u srdes Lo agolid demgga to them. The
colour of the cave i:c ug geood ss you will fing anywhara tho

cave being all 2: ooe lLovel o my knowleoge.By the bime wo
arrived back abt Zie entrsace sgain ae Ynd uLcn in the cave for
five hours. On toth my ceir: inbe Leis savs T have oean tola
about some unscrouplous porson or pﬁr“blh T“r Y.avo peen taxing
caleclite formation oyt of <he rave 873 #lling it ab shows in
Launceston to the public, This T ar neoy 1.3 i oelieve hNag Laan
stoppeé through the efferiss of werovs oF the NorihResn (avepras-
ering Club by “nprcnchi“r Lhe shop koavers and informing them of
the facts behind calcite and viere 16 ospo frod. Thny vaTe theirp
suspiciona ahcut who the eulprite aie and iusiified moundl g

would be appresiated iFf ali-istu=~3 therenglliy,

After supper we wonbt bacl inbo Fole Cresk ¢ wick vs hiio neo-
ple from Hobart and shos tlem e WAt ouu e the catag,

On Saturday morning wa tool: ¢he geswr up the Lill *o she entan-
ce of KHUBLA KHAN and rigged tho zove Tow entry by cur pashy. O
One has ©o negotiete tle eni-ance e.zer’ oy 2k3ail or oy laddexr
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z0 feet free climb ang then the 60 foot vitch sgesinst the rock
then down the mudslope about %0 feet un 2 bit of flowstone and
then into the water traverse for about 300 feet with its many
obstacles such as the trapeze drumdrop snd stalictite shuffle
and then into the water for the last I00 feet to the Cairn Hall
and up into the Pleasure Dome were there is the most fantastic
section of flowstone that I have ever scen and probebly will
ever see. This we photographed to the fullest using everything
we had. Boots sre forbldden by mutusl agreement. From here wo
worked our way up towards the part of the cave known ss the
Forrest which had to be rigged with a short laddeb. Through the
Forrest, pnanat the pools cnlled S8nllieg Folly where vou hove to
climb along the wall and hang onto a few nrojections, a tricky
section of the cave, oncepast this there 1s 2 chimney up to the
next part Aand along some passages then up a further chimney into
XANADU. The first thing thatgmeets you is the KHAN, » monstrous =
great stalagmite some 58 feet high and a deep rod or brown in
colour.On the opposite side of the cave The Begum which is
gigentic at BO fect in a csvern of two and a hnlf acres, After =
admiring these two formations we ventured up intn the Jade Room
and from there into the Forbidden Cities, = nart of ther cave
that is a speleos' dream having everything that one would expect
to find in a well decorated cave., Parts of this area are known
as Kings Road,the 8ilk Shop, the Opium Den and the ¥han's Army.
We rcturned to the surface after an cleven hour trip somewhat
exhausted a condition soon aleviated by a hot bath, 2 gond feed
and bed.

On Sunday we washed all the genr, packed up and after lunch
headed for Hobart via Caveside and had a brief losk at the Wet
and H neycomb caves before arriving in Hobart at 7.30 that
evening.

After stocking up with the provisions that would be needed in
Exit Cave on the lMondsy and prcking our rucksacks mine welghing
approximately 100 1bs, we then went over tno Roy Skinner's place
on ¥Monday night for dinnaer,

We arrived at the Idn Bny area on Tuesday I4 August around lunch
time, donned our packs and started walking towards the cave,
Exit Cave at last sfter walking for about one snd threc

yuarters of an hour. We continued to camv one and had a rost.

It was not until I recieved the June issue of Spiel thet I

found out that Exit Cave is not only the longest but also the
biggest in Australia and I was now starting to sece why. After
coming throughthe wind tunnel ¥ec entered the first of the big
caverns nearly 2000 feet in lenght, I00 to I20 feet in height
and up to 200 feet wide in places. In this cesvern there is a
high traverse above the river from which the Ballroom, the
Colonade and the Hammcr passage branch off. The D! Fntrecestreoux
river and another stresm join in this part of the cavern, Next
came the Talus Heap, a lerge rock rile through we hed to mnke »ur
way with the packs and took =bout 45 minutes. We smerged not far
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from Mini Mertin once the deepest scctions of ecave in Mustralia
at 720 feet deep. From here on to ecamp two which would be our
home for the next few days.

When we had rested and caten we entered a nort of the cnve Known
As Ediés Trensure nomed after Edith Snith who was a found-tion
member of the Tasmanian Canerneering Club snd who died in I987,
This vassage hes n good variety of gvnsumm crvstals in it of
which some excellent vhotos were tsaken, "hen we came out »f this
gection we went into the Western passage and intn o hipher level
of the cnave to the Devil's Stovenive which is another aven jugt
like Mini Martin but this ones height is unknown. %vnarently there
are 47 of these in the cave and some bigger than the ones that

I had seen. ;

On the Wednesday we headed for Conference Concourse found during
the I87I Conference. From here we entered the pressure tunnel
and-on to the area known as the Lest’ Straw which is not far from
the abandoned quarry.The skeletin of a possum indicated that we
were not far from the surface. From this point we ohotographed
our way back to the Grand Fissure stopping to look at Bill's
Aven along the way, The flowstone at the bottom of this aven
looked like big blocks of round cheese piled on ton of esch other
in terraces with the decorations being covered by » thick paste.
This is a mystery that I would like exnlained if psssible. The
frand Fissure is enourmous and well decorated with calcite and
gypsum,During 2 recess in this section our trip was nearly cutb
short by an incident that should never have hannened, our waste
carbide tin exploded when pleced too close to a naked light.%We:
finelly arrived back at the camn site buggered.

On Thursday we headed back to camp one where we would snond the
night and lenve the cave on Friday. One of the chief attractions
near camp one Are the glowworms thet were around D' entrecastreanx
River, The Colonade, a high sectinn of the Big Cavern was visited
And is the smallest 5f three passages that branch »ff the big
cavern., The floor is covered with moonmilch which is very common
in the first half mile of Exit cave.Next we visited the Ballroom
which would have the prettiest formations in the cave and hnas the
mogt unusual decor=tion known as Phe Pendulum, sn enlarged strow
staliclte that hrs a large lump of moonmilch »n the end of it,
This decoration has become the unofficial symbol of Exit Cave.
Finally we climbed into the Hammer Pagsage which lies nnnosite
the Ballroom and The Colonade, This is n long paasage that
extends for over a mile with counsiderable moonmileh on the flaor
especlally in the first parts and is most impressive and myster-
ious when seen for the first time.

On Friday I7 th we set of from camp one and crossed the D'Entre-
castreaux Hiver noting that it was higher thon when we had cross
ed it before. By the time we rench the .entrence we found that
the water hnad risen by about two feet since Tueszday =nd alan it
wag raining outside. e then faced the long trek hack .reross the
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bog, this time no ice but rain and mist. When we had stowed our
gear we headed for Hastings Ceve md Roy Suinner's to have a hot
shower.,

On Saturday we prepared for our trip to the Junee Flnrentine
area at Maydena. We arrived there in the afternosn sanéd had a
Tock at the Junec Rising draining the higher level caves in

the area., The wrter comes from Khesa Dum and ather ecaves that
are up in the hill. This woter T was tnld cerries annroximately
I 000,000 tons of limestone s year and has the bisgest discharge
for any cave in Australia,

After arriving at the parking area we trogred un and set offor
the entrance bo Khasa Dum about a mile distant throurh the
forest. This was one of the caves that I had hesard a 1lat aboutb
being the deepest in Australia at I054 feet and we were going to
the top of the: Hinty Footer. We followed Andrew in ani cot ' wet in
the icy cold water as we were only about 200 feet below the snow
line.Next up a short ladder piteh of I2 feet, nlong n passage
down & ladder pitch and then slong another short pnssage that
dipped steeply requiring a rope into = hole rbout twenty feet
below and then into the Flattener about fourty feet long and
about fifty feet away was the top of the Ninty Footer where you
tould hear the water roaring down into the deeper parts of the
cave. We then started back »s we hed ho intentinn of venturing
any further.A brief excursion into the Serpentine extension of
the cave was made while wniting for BAndrew nnd the rest nf the
party that came in after to 1lnok st the Ninty Fonter. After
coming out of Khnrsa Dum we went into » wvery scungy hole JE40 T
think the number was. We then went back to our cars.

The caves in the Junee-Florentine aren are vervy wet and muda3dy .

The Cauldron Pot hss a very fast flow of water going down na
waterfall into it as does Khage Dum and this wnter comes mit of
the Junee Cave. The caves are nearly all vertigsl ond one needs
to be an expert in S.R.T. which yours truely is not. The limestone
in the 4rea hnas been tos3ed nenrly vertical sand the area lies

just below the snowline thus having ~11 the ouslificationg for
deep caves,

This was the end of my wild caving trip to Tasmania and what =
trip. Into the deepest, the longest =nd the biggest and to ton
it all off, the most beautiful cave. that I will nrobebly ever
enter, the Khubla Khan., One thing that I noticed on the trip

wag that the cavers who had just started caving heve very little
respect of the caves they enter as they go inte them with hahd
held torches, = thing that 211 trip leaders should frown unon.
In econclusion, I woulé like to give my thonks to the Skinners!',
Andrew and Rosslyn who arranged our stay in Tasmanin and nccom-
panied myself and Catherine when she was in a cave. Specinl
thanks to Andrew for his time »nd petients and for ziving un time

with his new bride Wwith me i%mEpe Exit Cave,the poorest of npoorest
substitutes.



