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EVENTS AND TRIP LIST,.

SEPTEMBER
19 Combined universities Dinner,

20~z ] Jenolan (FULL)
24  Jenolan Subcommittee Meeting,
27-28 Bungonia TONY AUSTIN,

OCTOBER
2 October GENERAL MEETING 01ld Union.
L6 Jenolan B. WELCH or M. HANDEL.

NOVEMBER
EARLY J.C.H.A.P.S. Meeting JENOLAN.
8-9 CLIEFDEN Seminar and Fie 1d Study at - . Clieften. R.KING
29-30 CLIEFTEN Taplow Maze surveying R.KING

".-_;é-30 Yarangobilly Research Group Seminar in Canberra.

P WINGLES
DECEMBER

SOMETIME Brittle Bazaar trip7?, Jenolan, M.HANDEL
4 SUSS Meeting
ALSO N.8.W. Liason Comneil in late October.

Jenolan trips are run nenrly every weskend, contact R.KING or
B.WELCH.

R.KING  969-4843 B.WELCH 99-1013
P.WINGLEE 83-9182 T.AUSTIN 7507785
M. HANDEL 73-2028 |
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e Lol 5 300 u0GICAL FoDERATION.

CODL OF ETHICS

The Fedcration expects that the following rules will guide the actions
of members of A.S5.F. Socictics.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

(1)

They will in reporting their work, avoid and discoursge sensa--
tionalism, exsggeration and unwarranted stotements.

They will in publishing their work take particuler care to ac—
knowledge other peoples! contributions to the work involved:
¢ither es clubs or individuals, pulished work, p.rsonal commun-—
ications or whatever.

They will be discrete in disseminoting informatinon that might
cndang r caves. In particular they should not broadeast their
knowledg: of entrance locations opr routes.

They will treat guides and nthor officicls of tourist caves
courteously and respectfully.

They will endcovour to be courtecus to the gonercl ublic, but
will defend ccves from the attentions of the ininstructed where
this is deemed necessgary for th:e protection of the cave.

They will carefully observe the established rulos of good camp-
ing conduct especially in the removal and proper disposcl of
rubbisgh.

They will bury their freces when camping in bush conditions, but
should aveid the cotchment areas of covis.

They will hove specific or tacit approval from the owirr or
guardian beforc entering private property or cavis TesCIVes.

They will follow normal local practices regarding gates on prop-
ertics or reserves.

They will not,c¢xcent in cases of emergency, prcsunc on the good—
will of owners in dry arces for supwplies of woter. Prior arran—
gements must be made,

They will teke carc to avoid interference with crops or stock.

They will, wherc a c.ve cntrance has been blocked by the owncr
to prevent injury to livestock, reblock the entrance efter use
and liase with thec owmer to ercet some fonce or other less offe
ensiv. means to protect the intogrity of the entrance.

They will not leave rubbish in c. vewj their own or otheor
peo_les! Spent carbide, flachbulbs, wrap ings snd other refuse
must be brought out of the cove.
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fie5.F. Cod.: of Ethics (cont.)

e (E] They 'will not disfigure cavcs by any unneceszary markimgs.
Survey marks should be smell and inconspicuous.

(3) They will take cere to aveid disfigurement or destruction of
cave decoration or any sther natural feoturcs of the cave.
Disturbance shoild be confined to tracks. In greas of clean
flowstone floor, muddy clothing or boots must be removed and
only clean clothing worn. Trocks should be rigidly adhered to.
Helmuts should not be worn in the vicinity of stalactite clusters.

[4} They will not under any circumstsences leave facces in caves,
they will prepare themselves beforehend or, when underground,
malke provision for the removal of faeces.

(5) They will take stringent precautions to isol.te all artificiclly
introduced organic wostes from the cave.

6. (1) They will, when visiting an arca freguently visited by another
¢lub, do all in their power to co—operate with that club.

(2) They will conduct disputes in a  estrained snd gentlemanly
manner.

7. (1) They will beheve responsibly in environmentol metters.

(2) They will endesvour to protect the coves of Australic.

THE VeLUATION OF THE NATJRAL BAVIROSHENT FOR OUTDOOR RECRL.AION.

SYNOPSIS:

This erticle, adapted froam an Lconomics ezsay, is primerily de-
gigned to suggest the scope and methodology and ites vroblems in asscssing
the ceonomic worth of r.creation in the natural environment. Given that
decision making bodies generally use some sort of cost-benefit analysis,
the two techniques of visiter survey and irovel cost for deriving o demand
curve and thus totsl recrestion benefit are snzlysed for their bizs and
couparability within this fremework. There are many provlems in this
field of Recreation Buonomics, including the sbuse of such technigues,
yot it is felt that the present situation mskes its development important.
The economic snalysis in the original essay has been omitted.

Th. score for economic evaluastion in the netural environment is lim--
ited. "There azre many rezsons for limiting the destruction of the notural
environment, some of which are: to preserve aesthetically pleasing land-
forus and vegetation and unigue habitats, to maintain the overall visbility
of the ecosystem as well zs the provision of recreational opportunities.

Of these, only recreational activity could he even attempted to be valued
in money terms despite the philoscphical snd practical objections even

here. BLeonomic growth and duvelopment demcands the trensportation of nat-
ural regcurces inte consumption and investment goods in order to increase
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continued from previous posc.

the general “wclfrre of soclety. However this often destroys the pot-
entisl of the exploited arcas to provide recreation oyportunities, another
form of welfare. It is the role of economics to assess the rulative
merits of different uses of scarce resources. lthough therc zre nany
arcas of economic theory thot will yield more eleg nt results, the nced
for decisions in this field is becoming increasingly urgent. FPublic
policy decisions ere made on the basis of = wide varicty of influences :
end considcrotions and its economic value is one of thein. (1)

Clearly, the ssetisfaction derived, by an individual from roereation
is comparable to that geined by the consum, tion of a physical good. (1)
Some peo;le may gain great satisfactinsn out of a good being chinp and
gimvle or because it iz zssociated with a sophi:ticated szelf image or
enjoy the mystique of the act of buying. £All these src f: aturcs in the
analysis of the utility from market goods but erc comparablec to some of
the characteristics of recrc tiomal experienc s and thus they connot be
considered simply beyond valuation. The difficuliy howevir crises bec-
cuse outdoor recreation is generally spe:king a non-merket commodity and
so methods must be formulaibed to overcome this problem.

when deciding on a2 cexrt in type of resource agllocati n model gen-—
erally ther. arc guidclines thaot should be followed, it musts

i) have an appropriate ontimising criteriz for the uhole system,

ii) be cvompatible with the other measures in the an:zlysis, and

iii) it must be empiricelly quantibiable. (T)

There have boen many sttcmpts to devise a mcthod of zssigning o
value to the recrcati nal experience and the study of Recrestion Econnimics
is particularly well develo.ed in North Amecrieca. Methods such as gross
expenditure, value of catch and simple zdmission f.¢ heve long since boun
disrcguarded. (1,4) Generally ke mcthods now in use rcvolve eround the
derivetion of a demand curve and either measure the consumer surplus or
thc discriminating monopolists revenuc mecthod. &ach refers to all or
vart of thc area under the demand curve. (3,5,7)

The derivation of domand curves are performed broa.ly to;

L5 test the sigmifigance of the indopendent vari-bles affceting
dﬂmﬂndﬁ ¥

ii) predict the decmend and pattern of use in the short term and

iii) derive an cstimate of the user benefit in money terms of the
recreational e crisncc. (8)

Economic cvalustion for governmeniel decisions is usually done
within the cost~bonefit from work and so I will concentrate on the app-
licavility of (iii) to this anelysis, despite the many criticisms of the
whole mcthodology. The direct recrcation benefit is but onc of the econ-
omic returns to sncicty from this activity, others are opti.n-demand
( non-uscr bencfit from the availavility of « choice of «.tivitics y
incrcases in local businecss, the croation of o mirket for recroctional
gonés eg motor boats and off-rozd vchicles, the provision of commercially
exploitable wildlife cg fish and scme Iin Horth america) and the social
returng to people hedng rofrcshed by roecrcation.
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cont.

There cre two common veys of estimating this domend, eithor by
getting the consumer to revesl his preforences dircctly by visitor survey
on willingness to ney ond so bulld vy a demand curve or indircetly by
some varient of the Hotelling - Clawson trovel cost method. (2) The
latter uses the concept of taking the cost of travel as a surrogate for
on zdmission fec that varies with dist ncc. (1) Using various assump—
tinns notablys & populsation with homogennus tastes to rocreation and the
only enjoymont ocecurs from th. onsite zetivity. Hoth of these assunp-
tions breck down rether dramaticolly. Besides it ofton being hard to
construct relatively comparable zoncs ¢g. with the same vproportion of city
and couniry peoplc, those necrer the site are likely to be more awere of
it than those far away. Also verisus studics have shown thet pleasure
driving is onc £ the most popular outdoor recrection cctivitics.(8) The
visitor survey approach has all the stondord disadvantages of interview
tyoe information and is gonerclliy distrusted. BMorcover it has an added
potentizl to bias beczuse the subjects may, by adjusting their answers
hope to chonge the decision in question to favour them. These studics
would often be made aft r their is somc pressure to cither preserv. or
develop the site or to exploit or destroy it. Fecople would have an ox~
pectation of future plans and mey overstate the value they pl:ice on it to
incresse the argucment for prescrvation or to undersiste the valuc in the
bopc of asctting a lower admission fec. This anticipation cannot be ass-
umed to be random and if left unadjusted could lead t9 ¢ gre t error in
the coleulation (7). (For o full explanation of these methods and the
probleoms sce any of the roforencis.

After t ¢ currcnt benofit ha: becn estimated thorc comss the risky
gctivity of foredastin. futurc usc considering oll foctors including the
wapacity. There is also the gueostion of what discount ratce if any to usc.

Heny rescerchers and writers have t koen much time and offort to show
and overcomc the problem of zn income bias.(6) The demand curve roflects
the diwinishing "margingl utility" of Recreation &ND Incomc s thot cxtrs
willingnoss to pay mey reflcct more ability to pey than value.(5) It is
also rclates to the point thot ¢ higher projortion of upper income carn—
crs to engege in outdonr rscroaticn than those with les: opoartunity.
Nevertheless thore is great truth in this argucmant but I disregarded it
ga wo arc not concoerncd with an cccurate figure for absolute welfare but
rather o relative one to sult the cost-boncfit methodoleogy. The price
gystcm and guantific: tion of velucs into dollars contains and intrinsic
bizs to favour those an higher incomes and thosc goods thai erc privately
markctable but thet debaie is boyond the scope of this article.

Despite the rather substential problims invelved, I fc.l thet this
analysis will prove particularly yscful in rccrcational areas thet have
high cepacity and ar. uscr oricntoted.(l) However, onc of its mzjor
problems is abuse. “‘he benefiis hure ruprescnt an opportunity cost when
the natural cavironment is destroyed and coupled with other cconomic fue-—
tors give a difference in wilfare betowen its alternctiive uscs. However
this is Lot a final figurd for onto this MUST be econsidered 211 the othor
intangibles previously mentioned.
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Most of the work dons onthisz ficld has becn donc becausc of and aefter
"outdoor Recrcetion Review Commission"(ORRRC)., that ran for many years;

its roports being published in 1962 on the necds of the U.Seh. in thie

erea for the next 40 years. The Journal of Liisurc Rescarch Notional
Heercation and Purks hAssociation, contains much morce specialiscd anclysis
Thenks to Ludwig Rolder for much time and assistance in preparing my cszaaye

FLIER WINGLuE.

The following letter was received from thoe New South Walees Cave Rescue
Group.

"This is intended to be the first in a serics of informztion shcots
releosed by the Licson Officor of the NSW Ceve Rescue Group.

The Cave Roscue Groupy held its inaugral meeting on 22nd Oct. 1974,
when a constitution was accepted and o temporary committe. of five elected.
The Cave Rescuc Group wos formed in rosponse to comments from speloolow
gists, and ot the requost of $he HSW Police Rescue Sgued. “he group will
be applying for membership of the NSW Volunteer Rescue “ssotistion at
their meeting in Canberra on 14 - 16 June 1975.
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N8W _Cove Rescuc Group (cont)

The Cave Rescue Group scecs itsolf fulfilling scveral funciions,
these are in general outlined in items 2(a) & 2(b) of the Groups const—
itution.

"(a) To provide an organisation for interested persons to soccialise in
cave rescuc and associzted activities.

(b) To promote snd couoperate with “ny orgenisction or association whosc
aims ¢nd objects are similar to this orgenisation.”

It is intended that these aims will be fulfi:led by atiracting
intercstod civirs to the membership of the group so that officient toche
nigques of ¢.ve recscue can be developed and pric.iced, and so that surveys
of currcnt practices and cguipment can be made. The information obtained
will be disscm mate. to the mambers of the Cave Ruscue Group -nd to other
interostod people.

The Cave Rescue Group carrics cxitemsive insuroncc, both against
peraonal injury to mcmbers of the Cove Hescue Group while participating
in, or travelling to and from r scups and practiccs; and also against
jublic liability; The lettor cover is nccessary should any legel sciion
be taken sgainst the Cave Rescue Group, following cny sccusations of ncg-
1 gence, this includes a clousc portaining 4o troatment. It is not gon~
erally rea iscd by the cav- ng fretcernity th. grive financial risk in
which they placc themselves in the c.ont of giving aszisstance to thosc
in necds

Current'y the only voluntc.rs thet Police arc cntitled to call out
are the members of the Voluntocor Hescuc hdssociation ofliSH, and consequont-—
ly membors of the Cive Rescue Group have the advantoge thet formel licson
and legel rocogmition has alr-ady becn achieved.

The Cave Rtescue Group is not intendcd to be & now club; nor to be a
'brain drain' of cxportisc from the speleologicel socictics of the state,
but rether ©s & cluaring housc for information and an instrumcnt of oss-
¢ssment. Formal mcotings and Technique Devolopment weckonds wi 1 be heold
28 infrequently as pessible, so thot little loed will be plzced on membors.

here are, howevir, sub-commitic.s of the group charged with invustigat—
on .f specific facets of ¢ove rescuc, and it will be through mombership
of such coumittces that motivated membixs will be oblc to meke porheps
the groatest contribution,

Naturclly, a call—out system will be maintained, but it is fclt by
the committec in the light of past expericnce, th-t call-out from the
capitol ciivs will be v ry infrecuent. The aim of the group is rather
to have a broad memborship. from oll of the ceving fraternity, so that it
will be highly likely that members of the Cave Roscuo Group will be in
the arce whire assistance is Pegquircd and thot emembor of the Cove Ruscue
Group will be ablc to tske over the conirol and rosponsi” ilty of the

escus; utilising their own expertise as well as cxperience gained by
membership pf the Cave Roscuc Group.

Since the Cove Rescur Group will net be another elub, but will com—
prisc members of other ceving clubs, the Cave Rescu. Group will not
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apply for moembershin of the A.S.F., howovory it is intended that the Group
will-work in closc co—opcr tion with A.o5.F., particularly by requeoting
observer- status on tho N.8.us Ligson Council.

It should zlso be notcd thggethe Viee President of the Cave Rescuo
« Committce on Cave Bafeoty.
cescue Group has boen formed cntircely out--
side the current club struct in NSW and it aims for mcmbership of
cavers and speloologists rathe an that of clubs, but iy is through the
clubs and socictics that prospective mombers of the Cave ®Rescuc Group
arc perhaps moot easily contacted.

Group is the Canvenor of the Aa
A finel commentj the Cavel

Any cnguiries rcgarding the structure and aims of the Cave Rescuc
Group should be forwarded tos-
The Liason Officor, NSWCRG.
Philip Toomecx
2/19-21 Tunks Stroct,
Waverton. 2060. Ph. (02) 929-0432.

Regquests for membership application forms, which also scrve as a
data rcecord, should bec made to:—
The Mcmbership Officer, NSWCRG.

Don Matts
176 William Strecct,
Bankstown. Phe (02) 70-0374.

The Groups prosent postal zddross is:-
The Scorctary
Hew South Wales Cave Rogcuc Group
40 Acacia Avonuo,
Punchbowl.

Philip Toomor.
Liason Officor. NSWCRG

1975.

SUS55USSSUSSSUSSSUSSSUSSESUSSsusSs
SUN-HERALD January 19, 1975.
UNDERGROUND EVERKST?
LONDON, Saturday (AAP=-Rcutcr)
Twenty Eritish cave scicntists hope to find & !'spcleological Evcrest!

when they wisit the Central Highlands of New Guineca lator this year.

The arca, onc of the worlds lcast oxplorcd, had possibilities of
revealing a cave systom deeper than any yct discovercd.

The team 2lso cxpects to find many troglodytcs— prchistoric cave
crcaturcs probably with transparcnt bodics and spceial scnsors for a world
without 1igh'h+ R
(They failed to locate any caves decper than had alrcady been found in
the arca by the carllier mixcd cxpedition ofl973. Ed)
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Some Hydrological Observotions concerning
The Frustration, New Year & Zed Caves at Cooleman Plain,
New South Wales

L. G, Rieder.

Of the ‘seven or so known cave entrances in this part of the plain only
three are lmown to actually carry water. The two major caves, i.e. Frustration and
New Year, cortain what is a common stream which is know to come from the insurgence
in the north—east. . Actuzlly the Frustration, New Year and Zed Caves should be pro-
perly looked upon as one system becavse they are hydrologically as well as
genetlcally connected. The third cave is chat located in the north-west,

which only flows intermittently during any year. It should, however, be
pointed out that this water has not besn physically traced to the resurgence but it
is-assumed that it makes its way there because of general valley and underground
drainage conformance. The presence of some dolines between the insurgence point in
thz north-west and the main trunk valley also support this view. Speaking
relatively, however, it is not as importani as the semi-blind valley on the north-
eastern branch off the main trunk vallsy because it supplies most of the water that
nas been physically traced to the resurgence and the New Year and Frustration and
Zod Cave sections of the conduit..

The streams in the caves are water table streams which are presently
Pumflng dowa into the beds and removing material rather than aggrading. The
characterisiic features are sharp projection solutionally derived with little or
o travertine development. In the Hew Year Cave, the stream has breached a dyke
producing a dog leg. The dowmstream portion from this breach is marked by a train
e felasite boulders which runs for zome 20 metres almost to the entrance chamber of
thia cave and makes movement along the lew sgiream passage mosi uncomfortable.

Baze level for the stream may be considered to be the floor of Caves

Creck at the entrance to ithe Zeld Cave from which a large percentage of the water

"lows. The floor of Yed Cave lic:z about a metre above the surface of the floor of

thz Caves Creek. Tt can thus be considered as a nick point with resulting down—
cudlbing occurring now in corder to regain stability in the system. Some small portion
hes plready found its way to the lower level and this is evidenced especially in the
New Year Cuve section where soms of the stream passages have Lecn abandoned altogether
or contain only . a small trickle flowing only in flood conditions.

The rate of down=—cuiting of the valley containing Caves Creek has
undoubtedly proceeded at a greater ratc than that of the valley system under study
which iz connected %o il, Such condition provides for a lowering of the water table
and for a change in base level. This rate of down~cutting is thought to be related
to the amount of discharge which is expected to increase downstream along with valley
depth, development of gorges, valley widening, greater channel width, alluviation
ard “peouring., All these features are common for the leower section of Caves Creek.

A schematic representation of the situation here is provided with
Diagream overleaf
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MATOR SURFACE AND UNDERGROUND DRAINAGE
PATTERNS  NoRMeRN COOLEMAN PLAIN.
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JEINT AN 16 Jun '15 — Non Pormit Trip.

Prescnt: .. Wolch.

I arrived at Jecnolan at T.45am an Monday, parked the cer at No.l Car
Pork and walkoed through the Devil's Coach Housc and then up the vallcy to
Mommoth. Campsitc. From here I proecedod up the J41 Bluff, locating onc small
cave entrancc s short distance above J88. The ridge wes then followcd up
to the dirt road which runs along the Divido cast of the pinc plantation.
This road was followed northwords until a firc trail leading northoast was
reached; and wes followcd dowm the ridge witil the Jenolan River was reached
and wos flowing at an estimeted 0.06 cumce (or 2.25 cusce or 5.50M1/day).

A short distonce dovmstrean z spoetiocular wsterfall about 10m high was
cncounted. From here I cut eross eountry rojoining the river ‘sbout 4 mile
north of Wiburds. It is here thot the river flows onto grevel bods that
cxtend down the vaelley te the Blue Lake, and it wos cpparcnt thet somc of
the water from the river was already sinking inte the gravel bods. The
river here was flowing at 4.5 to 5.0 Ml/doy. The river wos followed down-
gtream to its usuel sink next to a small outerop in the river bed. Howover
it wes apparcnt that the river had rocontly been flowing up te 30m downstreem
The crcakbed wes followed dovmstrcam beck to Jenolan Caves. It wis fort-
unate that I did this welk az the noext weckeoend Jenolan oxpericnced onc of
its greatest floods in history, and obscrvations on the flood and subscquent
chonges to the Jenolan River will be detsiled in a later article. I return-
od to wy car and spokc bricfly with Donnig, onc of the Guides, beforc roturn—
ing homc.

B . ‘Icl Gh -

JENOLAN 21-22 Jun '75

THE flood.

Present: B. Uelch,(TL) D. Campbell, P. Gampball,'ﬁ. Cox, G. Imnes, M. Walkor.

Fortunstcly everyonc drove down on Saturday morning,’' if -nyonc had
driven in to Mammoth Campsiic on Fridsy night thoy would have been stranded
there for somc days. The drive from Sydney woes terrible, cspecially after
one turncd of T “the highway onto the Jenolan rosd. The road from horc on was
strewm with fallcn trecs ond rocks. At one point a boulde. about § the size
of o car was encountered in the middle of tho roasd, and & telophont wire
acrogs the road was driven through.

it Jenolan the first thing noticed wos the waitsr thundoring out of tho
Devil's Coach House. We gathored on the wogt.rn side ofthe crock and dooid-
ed to carry our caving gear up the ercik ncarby.

Howsver after putting our gcear under sheltcr in an ovorhang oppositc
Bow Cgve we pushed on up the wvalley. 4t times wo had to traverse high abeove
the valley floor to negotiatc the floodswopt wvallcy.
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LNOLAN (cont)

On the way up the valley both Bushrangers and Hennings werc cntorcd.
Apart from the large amounts of watcr dripping out of the roof, suppl-—
ying watcr to small pools and rivulcts, thore did not appear tp be any
flood watcrs in the cave. Wiburds was entcred and a large strcam was
flowing through Lake Chamber and off down 22 pasmagc. Thorc was no lakce
and we negotiated the cawve past thc Dyke without cneountering any further
water. After leaving the cave we crossed the river up trcam of Wiburds
and made our way back downstrcam, rccrossing just upstrcam of Mammoth cave
to pick up some goar.

After spending the night at No.2 Car Park we entercd Memmoth. The
rcason for the trip was twofold, we wanted to obscrve flood conditio
in Mammoth again, and to show our English friends this spoctacular cave.
After lcaving the cave the river had gonc down sufficicntly for us to
bc able to wade across without being washed away. HMike Walkor was tho
cnvy of everyonc, being used to English caves he worc his wotsuit.
Aftcer visiting tho Guidcs Office we departed for Sydncy, having witnesscd
onc of the largcst floods rccorded at Jonolan.

A subscquent rcport will be published giving full details and ob-
scrvations of the fleod,

Bruce Welcha

Trip Acpert. JENOLAN 5--6 Jul '7%

Present: B. Wolch(iL), M. Hendcl, G. Smith, M. McGreovy (M's), B. Boub ,
F. Dykes, J. Brown, G. Lecder, M. Hooper (P's).

after spending Zhours on Fridsy night repairing the crock crossings
to thc Mammoth ccmpsitc, anothcr four hours werc spent on Saturday morning,
bringing thcem to quitc o recasonablc standard.

Undcr the leadcrship of Gracme Smith, o party proccoded to Hennings
Cave to start a high grade survey. snothor serty led by Brucc dolch
went to Twin Shafts to commence = high grace survey, however tho noedle
on the now compass wes not properly balonced, and the survey had to be
abandoncd .

Spider Cave = It was then decided to visit Spider Cave and push 211 the
pissages a8 far as possibles. This wes only the scecond trip into this ncwr
cevej end due to the lack of manpowcr ond time onthe discovery trip, the
cave wes not investigated fully,

#ith thc cid of a long waistlength, the high carth well st the South
¢nd of the large chambor wos elimbed, howcver the cave scedi cnt reached
211 the w.y to thc roof, o height of some 10 metres cbeve the floor.

There are, howcver, roof chenncls disappearing into the scdiment, suggcost-
ing that therc moy be further cave in this arca although probrbly fillcd v
with scdiment. Two thirds of thc way up this slop ¢ & largish tunnel
(2mx2m) was investigatcd and continucd for somc 7 motrcs before ending in
2 beautiful formztion harrier. This feoturc was called 'The Jail!, duc
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Jenolan (cont).

to the wsy the amall columns barrcd the way inte the small chamber boyond.
Howover,; by de—=trogging Brucc moneged to negotiatc beotwein two columns

ind below some good helictitcs, (without damaging cny of the formation) to
rocveal thet the chamber beyond was alwo blocked by flowstoncs,.

The tight passagce leading from the mein chamber up the dry streoam bed
wos pushed by Malcolm and rovealced over 10a of smoll possagc, which cont--
inucd to get smaller. This passcge is leading dircetly to the creck bed
of thc Jenolen River (probebly only a short distance from the point rcach—
c¢d by Malcolm, and as such docs not hold any prosvcets for further cove.)e.

The boest prospects for further passage is the dowmstrocm ond of this
dry etr.m bod, 4t the prescnt time it ends in a2 muddy sump the poassog:
continucs on, howover, through o small spoce ebove the wud fleoor, and thus
e small amount of digsing would zlmost curtainly lesd to furither cave.
This view is supporticd by the fiect thot it appesrs that the whole chombor
was once complotely filled with scdiment. This has becn reaoved by this
onc intcrmittont strcom, suggcsting a lurge cave on the other side which
eould rocoive this hupgc amount of scdiment.

Botween the initial discovery of thoe cave ond this, the socond trip,
Jdenolan cxpericncced onc of its largest floods in history. It was ovidont
that probably 1-2 cusces flowed through the ¢ ve during the floed, but tho
sump had fillcc only to the dopth of about 1lm and had since drainc awsy.
Th: skull of & dingo was found flocting in the fow contimctrcs of watcr
which remeined. On the other side of the sump constriction elcan jravel
could bc secn, further cnthusing membors of the party to commence digeing.

Howcver no digging can commonec until the eav. has boon inspeetoed
by rcpresontativea from the Austr.lian Muscum, who arc intercsted in the
bones which ar . found in large quantitics in the cove. This dig hos pre-
spuets of breaking inte the upstrcam = ctisns of the Tourist Caves.

TdIl SHAFTS = Sunday wos spent surveying Twin Shafts with the iRC Forrcstry
Compass. The survey showed that this cave is 44.25m d cp, which brings
the bottom of the cave well.down thoe slopo ot the basc of tho oliff.

a4 pe sage off the chamber ot the boltow of the larsc pitch revesled
the words 'Big Red! scrawled in the flowStone wall. The two skoclotons ot
the bottom of the cove spocar to be of a kengoroo, and & walloby, both of
which arce undisturbod.

The nome "Twin Shafts' appears to have originated from the twin shafts
(about 5m ducp) which lcad down to the lost (snd lowest) livol of the cawve
to where the skclotons arc locatcd. Thes shafts are cut in solid limo=
stome and arc scparsted by a natursl limcstoac borricr only a fouw conti-
mctros thiek in places.

This cave is quite muddy from thc top of the 1. rac pitch, however
the lower scetions arc a little clcancr. There is no formotion of any
perticular beauty or sigmificancc in the cave.
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Jenolan (cont)

Also on Sunday, o small party contered Wiburds to inspect the level of
the lake = a.porently it was right up. All aspects of the flood will be
discussed in a later articlc.

B, Wclches

Trip Roport — JENOLAN 7-13 Jul f75

Present: P. Toomer, B. Welch, J. Kidaton.

While waiting for Fhilip and John to arrive from Sydncy, Brucc
startcd to search the South Mammoth Bluff for caves. Two small caves
were located, but not c¢ntered howover. When all had arrived the Guides
Officc was visited and thce permit prescnteds. A quick inspection of floed
damage in the Devils Coach Housc followcd beforc returning to the Mameoth
campsitc to croet tents cte, The romaindor of the day was spent inspect-
ing the flood damagc in the Jenolan River vallcy up as far as the ruin
on Wiburds Flat. Theszc obzervations are reported on fully in a scperatc
report, "Some Obscrvations on the Jenolan Flood 21JUNT5".

A complete ASF Grade 64 survey of Spider Cave was carried out on
Tucsday. For a doscription of this cave scc T.R. Jenolan 5-6JULTS.

The cvening was spont computing and drawing up the surveoy.

On Wednosday a further visit wos made to the Guides 0ffic to asc—
ertain if it was convoniont to the Scnior Guide if we surveyed the Old
Doline ecntr:nce to Elder Cavce Approval was given and it was suggosted
that wo might remove somc of the rubbish from the sinkhele while we
were theres The Guides also requested that we survey the Devils Coach
Housc and it's side passages, to which we conscnted and an immecdiate
gtart was made.

Starting at the permanont Survey Station om the pump housc ncar
the road bridge (a bolt numbered 401) we put an ASF Grade T Control
Travorse through the Devils Coach Housc, then started putting an ASF
Grade 6 survey down the western wall. By midday Fridsy we had compl-—
etcd the western wall, completed the castern wall(by a traversc up the
pc.‘th}, and a good start was made with the survey of the side passagcos.
The evenings were spent computing the survey data for the Devils Coach
House, ozecept for Thursday cvoning. On this ovening we had arranged
a tauriﬁt inspoection of thec Orient Cave., Unfortunetely John's car
experionced two flat tyros on the way from Mammoth campsite to tho
Guides houscs, thc car was abandoncd herc and we sprinted down the hill
hoping to catch thc tour before it left, however we were too latc.

A reoturn was made to the car and Ron Newbould was very kind in lending
us a tyrc pump which cnabled us to get the car back to Mammoth campsitc.
This tour of Oricnt Cave was takcen on tho midday inspection on Friday.
Deftis Bramston was the guide and we had a vory enjoyable tour of the
cave. Theore worce 32 pecoplc on the inspection.

After this splendid tour the Elder Cave Sinkholc was surveoycd, and
rubbish removed as requested. Surprisingly onough this cave had a small
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:Jcnnlgghﬂcontinued-

amount of guitc pretty formation just outside the limits of dircet sun-
shine, quitc unusual for such an opcn sitoe.

Saturday was spcnt looking at the holes discovered by Brucc on
Monday, and they were surveycd. The firstis a small cave about 15m up
the hill bchind the doline on playing ficlds, at tho back of a small
collapsc arca. The entrance is in the roof of a very small chamber with
old formation on the walls and the roof. The chamber is just large cnou-
gh for two pcoplc, however there werc no possiblc ecxtensions. The sccond
cave is about 5m lower down the hillsid on the top ¢f 2 small outcrop.
The cntranco was cnlarged by Philip and Brucc, and lcad to a 4m descent
down a fissurc to an carth floor. Guitc somec time was spent cnlarging
two promising leads and a smoll crawl was cntered, however further prog-
regs was stoppoed by cxtonsive carth £ill and rock fall. It appears that
any cave that cxisted herc has almost complotely collapscd, although the
cave socms quite stable nowe

A cursory lock ot the ncarby arca of hillside was undertaken with-—
out any furthor caves becing scen. Somc holes in the road to Mammoth
campsite were filled on Sunday, and some further rcpair work was donc
to the first crcok croswing (thc onc at the basc of the hill just as
the road cnters onto Playing Ficlds). The rest of the day was spent
packing up and rcturning to Sydncy.

Brucc Weleh.

SUSSEUBEUSSS8USESEUSESSUSEEUSS

NEW GUINl  BAPEDITICNS

The erticle appearing on page T5 refers to the British Expcdition to
New Guinea later this ycar. This 20 man expedition's terge: arca is in the
Levoni Valley bolow the Hindenburg Wall. It is arranged for the 6 months
Moy to October and it's primc purposc is to scarch for z cave with a
world's depth record, although seicntific rusverches will alse be cerricdeout,

Budgct for the cupedition is somcvhere around $125,000. However, con-
gidorablc snvings have be.n mode by getting the RAF to fly them to Singapore
Sponsorship was sought from thc Roycl Socicty and the Evorest Found-otion.

The Yenks, not to‘be outdonc, ore organising an cven morce apbitious cxp-
cdition involwing 30 pcoplc, 6 months ond $250,000. Howcver, I should ime
aginc that on such o lar.c scalo, the financc would be it's mojor downfall,
The ervn of investigation hes yot to be ascortained. It is quostionable
whether such a largu scale cxpedition is cthical or phpsically better than -
smallcr onc.

wucchslond is also proffering an cxpedition to the Lelct
Platuau of New &csland. A roconnaissonce of this area lost yoor rovealed
much promising matcrial snd dopth potential. Lome caves were discovercd and
two could not be bottomcd duc to lack of cquipment. Lest of luck from SUSS
%0 thce Australions.
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Mcanwhile, bock in Sydney, planning has already begun for the socond
Hiugini Rescarch Expedition to the Contral Highlaonds in 1976. The first
cxpodition. to this Mullur Range sroa revecled two 30Um decp c.ves and a cavo
into which th. lo %030 cumces, dry scason Hiver ®tea sinks before it resurges
agein 1500m  furthcer down. Frospocts for the cxpedition arc thus most hope-
ful, as therc¢ arc caves but mctres from the track which cithoer remain hiddon
in the dens¢ jungle or time iz not available to cxplorc.

BOOK _RBVIEY - 'PNG SPELEOLOGL3AL BEAPEDITION'

1973 Niugini Speclcological Rosearch Expedition, Edited by a team und.r Julia
M. Jamcs, pub. by the Speleologicel Rescarch Council. 70 pages, 56 plates,
14 maps, 3 figs..

"To the Decpest Hole in the World" — this was the ambitious oim of this
27 man ecxpodition in august,1973. Unfortunately, thcey didn't find it. Nonc—
theluss, thoey had a lot of fun looking, and thc discovery of the 5th and 6th
decpest coves in the Southern Homisphere is not to be sncezed at. This book
iz an account of that cxpo:ition.

The arca of cxploration was originally intcendcd to be concentroted in
the Laveni Vallcy, however, some acriazl photographs by British Peiroleum
goologists rovealed o proliferation of large dolines in an arce to tho NW
and on the other side of the high Mullcr Rongo. Owing to thc naturc of thi
arca, it was namcd '"The Checzc's

Of the 27 members, 15 were from Australia, & from New Zc. land, and 4
from New Guincse. These inecluded Atkinson, Dowling, Dyson, Glasby, Jamcs,
Montgomcry and Poozanoff (SSS), Pavey (UNSHSS), and RilcyESUSS}.

The book itsclf contains the log of the whole cxpedition and also has
guctions poertaining to the morc speeianlis.d arces = anthropology, surfoce
florz and fauns, geology, physiography, mcdical, food, znd finally o scction
on photography.

Iy this bock is plso contained an acgount of the discovery of the two
314m coves =~ Bapthguske Hole and Sunrisc &Avc. cll drawn maps of thesc =
and the other caves investigotod supply the rieader with o visual mcons of
asscssing their importance, and the undoubtcd feature of the mapping sce-
tion it tho cspocially cliar and vivid double pege spread. air photo inter—
pretation of the Muller Ronge NRSLE arca by Neil Montgomory.

Photographic platcs play o major part in documenting the cxpedition,
and pics. accompany ncarly cvery pogc. My one and only lament conccrns this
suetion of the work and is only a fechinal onc. Most of the clates arc
takcn from colour slides, and as such suffer to a fegroeo from lack of cont-
rast, clarity and definition. For cxamplc, the acrial photo cntitled 'a
hole in the Cheese! practically ncccs a magnifying glass to spot the dolinc.
Othor picturces suffer from the leck of contrdast also and turns succtacular,
photos into but 2 mediochre imag . However, the photographcrs descrve
commendation for their subjoet choicc and sikills.

I fcel that I haven't donc the book justice in this short a spacc.
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New Members
At the last Committee meeting, Prue Kirby, Paul Greenfield,
and Richard Fleming. The soclety sends its best wishes to the
latter notorious person, who 1s currently recovering from an eye
injury in hospital,

Wine Bottling
During the next few months SUSS will be holding wine bottlings
in order to replenish the coffers, This is top quality white wine,
and since speleclogists are famous for thelp inebriated qualities,
and are asked to contribute in this regard either at the wine
bottlings (hic!), or by purchasing some of the aforementioned
alcoholic beverages.

Tas a

During May} 1976, Randall King is holding a trip to the major
caving areas therej specifically,Junee - Florentine,Ida Bay & Mole
Creek, The three weeks trip from Sydney would probahly cost in the
order of $200/person. It will function as a training trip for the
1976 New Guinea Expedition, however most of the major well known
caves will be wvisited. Competent speleologlsts are invited to attend
from all clubs, SRT only.
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