Soptombor 1975. Volunmc 15. Humber 5 Poago 8Y

PROSPECTIVES: If you have not cithor
geincd Full Mombership of the Socioty
op rcencwed your currcnt Prospective
nenbership then this will be the last
issuc of the Bulletin that you will
roecive.

So - don't be disappointed = got your
suba to the Treosurcr (Peter Udnglec)
as soon os possible and you will cont-
inuc to reccecive this marvclous missivo.




TRIF _LIST.

SEPTEMBER 3

27 ~ 28 BLUNGONIA Tony Lustin 750--77¢5
OCTOBER: 2 Generel Mewting T.30pm Old Union.

4 = 6 JENOLAN pronpescd work includes hoving a
elosc laok at J174 - Suider Cave.
Bruce Helch G9-1013
11 - 12 JENOLIN  EBrittlc Bazoar and Upner Oolitu
trips - Holeolm Hendols T3-2028
Togeing = Brucc Woelch.
Sonctioe?
=  N8Y Liasen Council Mocting.
HOV .MBER:
<] General Hocting T.30pm 0ld Union.

& J.CeleAFe3 DMocting at Crwves Hous. , Junolen Coves.

8 -9 CLIEFDEN: Scminer ond Ficld Study.

e, —

Rondall King 9694843
29 - 30 CLIEFDEN; +trying (!!!) to finish the

survey of Taplow Maoz.. Randall King. 969-4843 .

29 = 30 CANBERR4: Torrongebilly Roscarch Group
Scminar. Potor Wineleoo, 83-0182

DECENBER:
] Goneral Mooting.
Sorctinc?

- Brittlc Eozoar trip.? lMaolcolm Handal T3~2028

If you nrc intcrustoed in being on chy of the above trips; contact thoe
rclovent trip Zcader and lot him know. This is imperative for pormit crcas as
thosc or. linitcd number tripse. [ny new arces you would like to wisit, agein,
contaci onc of the sbove and scc if you con con him inte organising o trip
thot suits you.
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Dry Valleys & Caves — Some Speculative Comments
L. G« RHieder

.. A wvalley can become dry for several reasons when a limestone lithology i~
consiﬂgiaad. The most common one is rejuwvination resulting from a drop in base lov.l
issarily related directly to the area but which nevertheless, cen resuli in
g of the water table and hence the weathering front. A second éxplanation
gtcommon in the literature is that gradually water flowing over a limestoenc

that id

surfagg will find its way down tectonic ﬂsmu'ea, beds and joints enlarging them Ly
Bﬂl}ﬁ" and thereby effect an increase in the capacity of undergromnd ways to
- e water until all surface drainage is subsumed. The inflow points tend
to beg@ile concentrated particularly along drainage lines. Thirdly, drymess copld
be indlged by surface siream capture though it is more common on other lithologir~
then Iimestone. Few cases of this on limestone have been reported in Australiz.

None of the explanations take into account changes in climatic ragim,
ings seem important here. The first is based on a climatic regime that iz
ferised by a transition from a moist to dryer climate. This is more or less
i *#precipitation hypotlmes" Dury ( )s Here before the onsct of the dry
ipns, cavities have developed primarily in the phreas and their capacity to
pajer was ~always oxoeaded by virtus of their position below the w te“ trmh*

£ to a dryer regime, given that the amount of water a.Va.;lablﬂ d:.d r.-.f.:a*L
4 he capacity of the pmlma.r:_.r conduit there would fnllnw a Jbﬁwt on in the

_; her cave development of a primary and secondary natm. The 1nnger that
the 1lithology is subject to either phreatic or vadose activity, the more likely is
the ogppirance of a dry valley. Here lithology, structure and climate are seem tr °
d;r,mamigall;f interelated. Even if effectivness increcases, provided it does no%
exceed the capacity of existing cavities near the water 4&ble and above it to the
groun _.'guﬁaca, then the valley will continue to remain dry.
o

i3 Secondly, rejuvination resulting from a decline in base level due to
tectopip activity and crosion of material over time must be viewed in context of =
climatif fluctuation which has been particularly emphasised during the Quaternary
and Pl atuc;ane. These work together in a complex way to produce the morpholcg--
now obfgrved at places such as Cooleman,

With regard to wvalley development such as at Cooleman, it is evident 4
¢ stage marks the end of down cutting of the valley unless subsequent ca:n rot
F which is probably not demonstrable occurs. Generally however, down c-*
cease anfl slope processes take over in determining form. The slope, regolith ar?
profi : analysis carried out at Cooleman indicate a long period of slope process
gnee with intermittent periods of removal caused by frost climate probably
145,000 - 30,000 BP which restored surface drainage only for short periocds.
Subseguiently Pliestocene surface streams have merely incised themselves into the
rially derived material that was sloughed off the valley sides probably =

.P..

frost dhduced mass movement, The existence of large angular blocks buried in the

ﬂﬂil. _ the bottom of the valley floor are most probably derivation of this frost
act ". ~ In gorge areas however, there is a more direct relationship betucen frost
sh:;:cf m;a ng and debris location though some larger blocks are clearly derived from
rock ¥alls,

/2
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From remnant evidence, it would appear that the limestone in this area
Jas once covered by a sheet of impermeable lavas similar to those Iownd further
weat near the contact.

Chert remmants arce also present and appear as scattered lags on the
crests and valley sides. These arec related to the materials on the sut jocon?d
kargt that liss in the centre of the plain. No doubt since the sirdcture of the:
different lithologies appears conformable, the initial drainage line developed in
the same orientation as today. Dowmcutting and stripping of the impermeables duc
to uplifting procecded unvil the limestone was exposed at which point water began to
penetrate fissurces, joinits and bedding planes. Downecutting in the meantime continued
here at a faster rate given sulficient water and vegcetation for solution. Little
cave development had occured vp to this stage with the exception perhaps of a few
solutiunfﬁavity pockets of no great size. Nost of these no longer exist today in
the area and are only indirectly inferred by the prosence of a succosive increasc in
the nearest neighbour index of ‘ave distributions downslope in the gorge areas below
the entrance to Clown cave. This cave is itself a largely phreatic feature in '~
contrast to its vadose ncighbou's further down in the valley side. Its phreatic
nature is still evident cver though seccondary breakdown has obscured some of this,

SOME THOUCHTS ON CAVE CONSERVATION.

P. Campbell

In the short time I have becn caving I have como to vicw the A.S5.F. as tho~-
ctically 'a rosponsible group with et lcast somc control over what happons to cavos.
Az such it should make aticmpts to set an cxample in proscrving the caves that it
docs have dominion over. However it appears that this is not always thce casc,
which may bo duc to the fact that cortain mcasurcs arc net takcn.

Some cxamplcs may illuminatc tho problom. Last ycar I was in a party which
discovured a ncw scetion in a cave. We did not roally give much thought to our
actions and a mud floor was complotoly trackcd over. The floor mud was an UNUSUe..
ripple form and in its own right, was a unigque formation. PFurthcr it may have
givon ckucs to furthor ceve (I am no oxpert on this point) sincc it may have bein
characteristic of mud wask d and d posited from above, or s .ttling in =till watcr
(I don't know which). In anr casc the simple prccaution of sticking to 2 or 3
tramped—-out tracks would havc preserved this fecoturc. Fortunately in a cave disc—
overcd this ycar, whore a 6 foot patch of flowstone intorvencs in betwoen 2 mud
patchos; mcticulous carc has bocn takon to confinc tracks to onc small portion.

I am told that in a clcan scction of a wcll decorated c ve ( unusual for its
arca) "privilogod"A.S.H. membors ruined the doeoration by ncgleecting to dotroge.
The samc happoncd when a now scetion of cave wess discovercd in a systom that had
not bocen extondid for many ycers. No track was markced and the deeoration ruincd
by partige of supposcdly rcsponsible people taking their fricnds for a look.
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Cave Consorvation (cont).

A now cavo was opencd in a well troggod arca and attcmpts to kocp it scerct
failed. It has beun claimed that waluablc sedimcnt banks have beon disturbed
reduci™g thoir sciontific walue. Again, poople were taken in "for a look".

In an A.5.F. publication; front and back.cowers worce dovotcd to photographs
of magnificont formation, publicising the arca but adding a warning not to go in
and ruin thc formation. An articlc in the publication rcports tic trip to survey
the arcas the unsuccesaful attompts to do this without damage. The tonc of the
articletaunts, implying; "wc we beon into to sco this absclutcly incomparsble,
super, formation, but don't you go in".

In o widely disscminated spclcological publication a cov with undamoged
flowstonc (unusual for the arca) » hotes tat an altornative routc from a poi t
further into the cave can be ncgotiatcd through a hole across this flowstonc,
without pointing out that this in fact should not be donce.

A1l the gbove acts involve dircetly and in onc easc indircetly A.S.F. membors
Some points should bo mados
® Whcen an cxplorer discovers a noew scction, he does not have divinc right to do
what hc will with ite This mcans the "normal" proccdurcs of not tracking nud
and confiniing oneself to a restricted track, apply cven to this porson. With
adcquatc documentation, namcs of discoverers and carly visitors arc wm.cuis  T¥.

® If the scction was not discovored, it would not be o:posed to damage by people
Thus it js the oxplorcc who has allowcd the cave to facc the possibility/prob-
ability of being damegod. As a rcesult he is rosponsible for the protection of
that cavi, right from thc start. This may involvc various conscrvation mcasurcs.
The discovercr must decide what moasurcs arc necccssary. Whilc stops  arc not
taken, pcople without a task at hand and largce unco—ordinatcd groups should not
cnter scetions which can be damagede Unavoidablc disturbance mugt be restricted
to a singlec track. This should be marked in an obvious but Reversible manncr
(ic. no spray paint, carbide arrows)s Sinec there is adoguato oppurtunity in
most cawes for groups of considorable varicty to carry out the documcntation and
othor spcloological tasks, all intorested partics (within reason) should be all-
owed to take pert in thosc activitics, sinc. once again, no person (diseovcmor,
of othorwisc) has & right to cxelude gonuinely intorosted people, from taking part
in thesc activitics. This cxclusion appcars to bc motivated by the fecar that if
morc mcmbors arc involved, tho prestige that may have or have not gonc with this
work is sprcad morc thinly. kxeclusion may lced t. unauthoriscd and uncontrollcd
trips. I£ thcsc meoasurcs arc taken thore will in most cases be no demand for
"tours" cepceially thosc founded on the practisc of ncpotism.

To avoid tho chancc of uncPntrollablc visits to caves, wher. noecssary,
absodutc socrcey must be maintained until the work is comploteds This mcans thab
nothing is pulished,; and pcoplec, oven othoer caving collcagucs arc not told zboutk
the cave AT ALL unless thoy arc to Be invelved in the work., As 2 rosult, work
must, be donc r pidly and officicntly from cech vicwpoints ?hc draw back is that
onc cannot bask in tho glory of discovory. If a svetion of cave is to be pro-
teoted; then don't publicise it and iff it is likcly to be damaged. Proscrvation
should ratc highor than the nced for surveys. What is the point of having a
dctailed map of somcthing that should hav. not bocn visited?
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Cavc Conscrvation (cont).

Finally it should bocomc common practicc, likc belaying pcoplc on ladders
that cloan formation is not muddicd and that all people who inadvertontly caus.
demage toke oll stcps possible to roverse this damage as soom as possiblc. All
froshers and othor spclcological groups should bo informed in this respoct be-
fore thcy cncounter the problom.

If 211 thc sbove measurcs arc token and implemcntod then poerhaps absolute
access bans by cortain authoritics will bo unncecossarys the scrubbing brush bec

uscd infrequently, and thc caves bo kept in somcthing roscmbling their original
statco.

AUSTRALIA SCOOPS CAVING WORLD WITH NEW W. fER TRACING TECHNIGUE

P ™ Eﬂmph[.l 1

Ycs, a2 now technigue has been developed that will give both qualitetive
and quantitative (flow ratc) rcsults on the spot with .a stop watch and matcrials
obtainable in your local storc.

Just add 6 cups of watcr; 5 cups of sugar and 1 bottle of raspborry
conccntraote!

Raspborry eordial makes an cxecllont tracor sincc in the hands of oven the
incxporionced a quelitative study can be made duc to the property that raspborry
cordial has. Thet of a distinetive rod colouri With an oxpert raspberry
cordial consumcr, (thcrc is only onc in Australia who is also a spclcqf),
amounts as low as 1 raspborry moloculc, sucrosc covalontly linkced to a rod
raapberry moicty can be doteceted by consumption of samplos of crock water.

If the timc betwcen raspbe.ry molccules is measurced with a stop watch thong

Flow Ratc = 4 raspberry
dt.

Furthcr, raspberry cordial is bidegradeable and will provide amplc
nutrition for thriving colonics of caw. fauna. This is boeausc of thoe cxecll-
cnt nutritional. wvaluc of raspberry cordial.

In 2all a highly rccommended watcr traccr.

N.B. 1hilst no claims can bc made for the advantages to nutrition of cowe fauna
by raspberry cordial, it is a proven fact that it — boeausc of its sucrosc
componcnt, is dotrimcntal to the nutrition of man -~ and that includes
gpcleco watcr tracorsl THE SUSS DIBTITIAN
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THE N.S.W, CAVE RESCUE GROUP, Philip Toomer. .
Since the "first release", several importent things have heppened to the
Cave Rescue Group. It 1s now a member of the N.S8.W. Volunteer Rescue Assoc,
and wlll be addressing the October meeting of the Association to tell other
members of the kinds of problems encountered, end the kind of support that
is required for cave rescue, The Cave Reacue Group hes been granted formel
Cbserver status at N,S,W, State Liason Council Meetings, and +1ll be orgen-
ising a simulated Rescue at Bungonia, N.S.W. on the weekend of 135/1h March,
1976, on behalf of the N.S5.W. Liason Council.

Further information regarding this event will be “availeble later, but 1t is
intended that the weekend will be in the form required by participating speleos.
To this end I ask any person who is interested in any perticular situation.
being Investigated, or who has any specific hopes regarding the weekend, to
contact the Cave Rescue Group so that their ideas can be incorporated into
the plan for the weekend.

The first Anmual General Meeting of the Cave Rescue Group was held on 13th
fugust, 1975, and was attended by 15 members and 10 viasitors. The Group

now haes & membership of 22, Two sub-camittees heve been estsbIished, and
they are investigating, in a genersl wey et the moment, "techniques and
equipment” and "The A S.F. Simulated Rescue, '76". Plens are underway for
the campilation of a list of contacts, hospitals, police, etc., for each
caying area, snd also a check list of wvhat to teke if celled ocut for a rescue.

The membership of the Croup is contimuing to expand, but it is still not as
broed as the Committee hopes it eventually to be.

As Iieson Officer of the Cave Rascue Group. I em Prepared to attend eny
club meeting and telk with members to snswer sny questions vhich they mey
have, I have extended this invitation previously, and have slready spoken
gt two Sydney clubs,

It has been previously outlined, but I will state agein: the N.S5.W. Cave
Rescue Group is not ancther club but is rather intended to be & clearing
house for information end en ingtrunent of assessment, as well as e source
of campetent rescuers,” who will hopefully be already cmring in the ares
when assistance is required, I re-state thet the police are only entitled
to use volunteers who are members of the Volunteer Bescue Association.

If you feel that you could be of amssistance to the Group, or that you could
gain by membership and are alresdy = campetent caver, I ask you to contact
the Membership Officer, N,S.W.C.R.G,,

Don Matts,
176 Willi=m Street, '
BANKSTOWN, 8200 Ph. (02) 7T70-037h

Don will then be sble to arrange for you to receive en sepplication/inform-
gtion form,

Mny enquiries regarding the structure and aims of the Cave BRescue Group, or
any request for me to talk with members of your club should be made to the
Iieson Officer, N,S.W.C,R.G.,
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N.5.W,C,R.G, cont.

Philip Toomer,
2/19-21 Turks Street, '
WAVERTON, 2060, Ph. (02) 9e9-olz2

The next Genersl Meeting of the Group will be held st 7.30 p.m. on 26th
November, 1975 at:

176 Williem Street,

BAIKSTOWN, N, S.W,

The next activity of the Cave Rescue Group will be o Birmloted Rescue on
1/2 November 1975.

The Group's present postal address is:
The Secretery,
New South Wales Cave Rescue Group,
40 Acacia Avenue,
Punchbowl. W.5.W. 2196,

BUBEBEUESSUSSEUSE8EUSEUSEEUSsUSEUIgUSE

NEWS FROM OVERSEAS:

Brendon Hyde, on the SUSS Camittee for Remote and Inmccessible Places,
writes from England.....icovecnvensass :

"last week hitched to Cheddar Gorge to see the caves and camp for a day or
so, They were so pmthetic, ond the gorge so uninspiring I welked out at
2 p.n, after srriving at middsy. They only have two resl caves open. No
Joke, the formations on the postcard (grotty fungus covered flowstone) are
the ONLY ones worth seeing. Much of the things they show we would only
wolk on at Jenolan., They blasted into the cliff to try snd find snother
cove, No luck! So they instelled an srtificisl weterfall and fishtanks
ingside and cell it the Waterfsll Cavern or something! Then went to Wales
to see coves in the PBrecon Bencons. They were not worth wasting ink on!,
We are wvery lucky to have such bemut emves in fustralin end it ie e crime
to loose them, Fight on for Cliefden - if they were here they would be
world famous.

Cheers to all in SUSS°™,

Brendon will be trekking to the base camp at the foot of Ewverest in the
Himalayns at Christmas time, So fer this yeer he has done 2 trips over
Europe renging as far south as Italy end Greece and ns far enst as Russie
Reoders will note tled these travellings hove not chenged Brendons charscter,
Randall King.
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The following is an account from a Log Book prepared by Brian Cooper
for his Duke of Edinburgh, Ramblours Badgc, Badon-Powell Award. The cx—
podition involved a 128km walk over a period of 10 days (2.5.75 = 12.5.75)«
The routc taken wasi
'Boyd Crossing = Uni Rovcr Trail -~ Mount Savage « Hayten's Spur -
Billy's Creck -~ Lanigans - Kowmung -~ Church Crcek -~ Mt Armour =
Limestone Ridegc Hoad = Camden Oberon Stock Houte — Yerranderic -
Scotts Main Ridgc Road -~ Mt. Cookem -~ Gauging Station - White
Dogs ~ Modlow Gap — Breakfast Creck — Carlons Farm - Mcgelong. Toa
Room's — Blackhoath.'.

Of spceial interest is his reocord of threc days spent at Chureh Crock

Caves.

NMAY, 6

le got up fairly late, about 08.00h, wc had mucsli and rodistri-
butcd some of my gcar to the other guys.

Bruce Cook fom Inglcburn Rover Crew came down Lanigens from
Colang Caves with two members from Gymeca Venturer Unit. Brucc was
doing his Ranmblers Badge - Katoomba to Kanangra Tops, Katoomba.

After cleaning up our campsite we departed up the Kowvmung to go
to Churgh Crecuk as this was thc quickest way to the Caves, as a day
was lost bocause of my miscdvinturc.

Progress down the Kowmung was fairly rapid as we saw evidoneo
of wild dogs ncar Mossy Camp znd a fow burrows. By 11.30 wo arrived
at the campsite of the fourth and had inspceted tho cempsite and. the
gear which was wrocked to scc if it was repairable,.

The routc down thoe Kowmung was fairly intcrosting as I learnt
what a point bar deposit was, what undcreut bank was, and soveral
other features of the stream bocame morc cvidont.

The banks scomed to have plonty of blackborry and stinging ncttlc
growing along thom.

By 13.15 w¢ had lunch at Brokon Point.

Brokcn Point had a red gum forcst oppositc, near the bend of the
river which narrowcd from 25m to 15m and 2m dcop. At this point the
river bocame cxtromely fast. Dick found another bone which he scomed
to be rapt in.

At proscnt we have found five dog burrows, cach burrow had dog
prints around it,

We rcsted ncar Black Knoll at 14.25. Thoe country at this point

was rclatively open. We crosscd tho Kowmung ot a scetion 6m doup.
Tho eurront was rclatively slove.

As we came to Church Creck wo eould scc plenty of kangarcos and
wo heard scoveral boll-birds in the distance. Opn the flat Dick found
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Church Crock Cavea (cont)

zsome galvanised iron and a rusted pipc which scemod to be scveral
yoors old.

Church Crocck was a dricd up strcam bed with o deposit of stonos
ot thce ontrance raising the river bed 2m above the height of the Kow-
munge. At 150m upstream woe found zomc small puddlcs with a small trie
cklo flow from vach puddlc. Judging by the amount of plant growth in
the stream bed volum.s of watcr nocorly flow down the watocr coursc.

As woc wondercd upstrcam we came to an cxecllent campsitc cxecpt for
thc faet that thorc was no wator.

We put our goar down and went upstream and looked for the N3
pegy, 21l wo could find was a N48 marker on a troo about 50m from the
"rock.

Ho found Fifc Cave on tho original bearing from the rock., The
country in the gorge is megnificont, all that boautiful limestonc and
so littlc timc to explorc the limestonc bluffa.

On the nerthern bluff four cntrances were found. From spot ins-
poction the cntrancces scomed to leed into large systems.

it five wo docided to have tca, John docided to cooks. The water
was slightly limcy. Hec thon went to sleoop.

MAY, T

o began the survey of CC4. I assumed that the cowe would be
foirly casy to survey according to tho map.

A= we wanderod into the cove we saw o visitor's book put in the
cave by Mr. Ashlcy Gibbuns of La Perousc Rover Crow (highly illegnl).
Th:e cave wae fairly old formation in the nerthern scetion. The streom
passggo scoms to have cut its way into somc block marble at the basc
of the limestonc. There scovms to be two definite loevels in the cawe,

a river lovel waich is flowing in o north—~west dircetion. The north-
crn scction is the older scetion of the cov., this could be scon by

the dryncess of thc formation and tho erystalline shape of the formation.
Most of it was very becautiful, with somc discolouration on thc most
uscd routc. Onc surprising foctor was that thore was some unspoilt
flowstonc on a major routc.

As wo progross.d up to tho unsurveyced scetins, we commeneccd to
surver a sidc scction which scomed to go off the right, as wo procceded
to the surveyod scetion, Dick took somc photogrophs of bats in order
to id ntify tho speeics latcr on.

Tho sceotion woe first survoyod had smell possagos lcading off the
main passage-ways Thorce was little; if any, docoration in this chemb-
cr. Onu of tho passagos lcd down to a pool with 2 currcnt flowing in
ite
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Church Crcck Caves (cont)

The next chambor wes approzimatcly 3 to 4m high, 3m wide and 6m
long. In this chambor there are two picecces of limestono protuding
from the wall. One was shaped like a sca horsc, so it was decided to
call it Sca Horsc Chember. From thero we wont down a 17m long passage
approximatcly 3m high and lm wide, at the cnd of the passageway there
was an ovcrhoad pessage which scemcd to be an older sircam passagce

This uppcr passagc indicato: threc stages in the strcam dovslop—
ment of the cave. The first heing the uppoer passagoway, the sccond
being the dragwey and the developmeont of formation, the third boing
the Stircam passago that is flowing at proscnt.

Fron the dragway we prococded through a small chamber and we start-
cd going down to tho sircam passage lovel. Once we roachod tho stroom
passage lovel wo roachod a lovel of marblc which the watcr had worn a
path through.

The effcet the water had on this hardor rock was vory fantastic.
Thce rock pattern had an overawing cffect on us. We callcd this arce
Hellowed Hell. As soon as wo. had finished the survey we loft the cave
and washed our cating gear. Aftcr collceting some fircwood we had our
tca.

MAY 8

We got up and had an carly breakfoast and commoncod to survoy
Pctor's cave and Dick's cavesi The hardcst part of the survey was tri--
engulating the caves with knowm moforoncce points.

tctor's cave wos a smell holc about 4m docp and 3m x Sm surfacc.
At the basc thoro was o chambor but it was too tight to go into. Fotor
called it Noettlopot.

Jo commenced thoe survey of Dick's caves. Thoe first cave was app—
roximately 8m across end 1llm decp with 2 pile of guano approximatcly
4m high. The guano was mostly from the swallows that nest in the cave.
The smell wes not bosreble a nd the survey was finished as soon as
possiblo.

The survoy of Richards sceond cave took much longer though it was
o smallcr cove. Tho cave had a dip of opproximately 30 dogroos.
There weroe signs that the cave was inhabited by some rother small cni=-
mals by the smoothness of the rock.

At the back of the cove thore were some minor passogoes found at
the top and sides of tho ceve, because of the fig at tho ontrance the
cove was callced Fig Cavee.

Ho themwr tent to CC4 and finishod the survey commencod on tho pro-
vious dcy cnd toured tho cave as well as photographed its. The trip up .
to the northorn scction was rolatively fest and we finished survceying
the Im connceting tho paszszasc.
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CHURCH CREEK CAVES (cont.)

Wi thon wondcrod down the 3m passage and found somo fossil bones
vhich were fuscd into the rock. Some of the fossils werc loosc, wo
prenptly shotographed and then hid the boncs in casc thoy wore vandal-
iscd by futurc partys visiting tho ceve. We discovered that tho over-
prss conncctod through a réckpilc to the Hellowcd Hall. We thon wand-—
¢rod'down to the Southorn Scetinn. This arca is very active with somc
beautiful formations growing.

Poter photographcd a brokcen formation zbout lm long and 5 = 6m -
widce Wo followod the wator coursc down to a low scetion. As we did
not want to got wot we findsheod our travels through the cavie

Aftcer leoaving the cave wo had toa and a good night's sloups!

TRIF¥ REPORT: Bisriesenwelt aond  Dachstein Eishohle, Austriz.

23th to 28th Aug. '73.

Leader: Jeanette Parkcs (alias Dunkley).
Otherss nil

(411 times mentioncd are local time.)

This trip was unusual from the beginning in that no-one ap lied to the trip
leader ton join the trip. Since thereforc no car was availablc, an alternative
means of transport had to be found. It was fiinally decidcd by 2ll concerned to
procecd by aeroplanc to Munich, by train to Szlzburg and then by car.

The party lef: Sydney at 3pm an Friday 24th and after refuelling stops at
Singapore (temp. 26C, time 8pm) and Bahrain (temp. 33C, time 12.30am), arrived at
Frankfurt at 6am Saturday, somewhat dishevelled and cxhausted, 24 hours sfter
leaving Sydney. Since = "go-slow" airport strike was in foree, a four hour walt
ensured before the one hour flight to Hunich. :o difficulties were experienced
with custome zs they were slso on strike. An exciting ride in the airpsrt bus
carriec our party to the Hesuptbahnhoj wh.nce it ocmbarked on a fast train to
Shlzburg.

At selsburg our party procecded to the hotel and slept for a number of hours.
Sunday was spent sightseeing and on Monday our party descended upon the ivis office
and aftor parting with vast sums of money departed for Eisriesenmelt in a brilliant
red Vi with 2 loose rear number plate. At this stage some difficulties were
experienced by our driver who had , it turned out, never driven a ¥W beforc. The
instruction menuzl, being in Gemman, was not of great assistance and it took some
congidersble time to find out how to turn off the heater. (It was a voery hot day
and the car had black Upholstory.) Also, for some obascure reason, the flashers
worked by a stick which protudcd from the LH side of the stecring wheel, which as
all good Holden drivers know is where the gcar stick ought to bel However, our
driver showed great skill in overcoming thesc difficulties and we proceocded, on
the right side of the road, ton the town of Werfen, visiting a castle or two on the
Wiy«
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Trip Report: AUSTRIA (cont.)

The car was left at werfen and our party-went by minibus and foot to the
bese station of the cable car railway (Seilbahn) and ombarked for Eisriescnwelt
(World of the Icc Giants). At the top of the seilbahn is the Dr 01d} Haus
where our party was to spend the night and from there a long steep path led to
the entrance of the caw.. Here the temperature dropped by about 50 degrees (c)
and the guidcs did a roaring trade with hired overcoats. The cave is not cloc=
trically 1lit - the guide hands out carbide lamps( about one for six peaple).
The featurcs of the cave are 1lit by magnesium ribbon which the guide carcfully
deposits on everynice picce of ice. It wes vory hard to get a good view of the
cave and often one caught glimpses of intcresting parts but was unable to sce
them. Most frustratihbgl!! '

Our party roturncd to the Dr Ocdl Haus which appcared to ba completely
desorted and as no meals secmed to be available, went to slecpe In the morning
(Tuesday)our party aros and after clunking around the house for a whilec,
managcd to purchasc coffe and bread. Thus fortified our party descended in
the scilbahn oncc more and proceeded to the Dachsteim mountains. The drive over
the mountains was very plcasant, the weather fine and warm. The Dachstein
Eishohle is also rcached by seilbchn followed by a plod up a stcep hill. How=
ever our party found it's excrtions wecll rewarded. The cave is 1it with clect-
ric lights and both the icc formations and the cave itself arc very impressive.
The cave is very large and was well 1it. Fhotographing is not pormiticd but
slidos arc on sale. Thore are at loast two other tourist caves there and the
scilbahn also continucs to the top of tho rango, presumedly giving a tromondous
view. On emerging from the cave our party found that the wecathcer had deterior-
ated and the cable cars were disappearing inteo thick fog. It was unanimously
dceided not to bother riding to the top, so we descotdded in the seilbshn to the
road and rcturncd to Salzburg.

Summary: Eisricscnwelt. ++ — Intcresting, worth a dotour.

Dachstein ++++ = A must for your noxt Austrizn Visit.

P.Se Takc plenty of warm celothes, good shocs and gloveslil!l!ll

TAGGING AT JEN.LAN 23/24 august, 1975
R. K:mg-
Prcscnt:s R. King, B. Wolchy, Be Nursc, othcr mombers of 5.5.5.

The togging trip part of a we.k long stay et Jonolan from 19 = 24 August,
the activitice of which will be reportcd clscwherc. On the Saturday and
Sunday, most of the caves documcnted on the SUSS UCL list botwocn the Devils
Coach Housc and J97 Bluff wcrc tagged. Thesc werce from J152-J2J00 inelusive,

a total of 49 tags, which must rotc as somcthing of an Austrslian togging specd
rocord! Bon still appears to boe fitter than most, as trogging up and down tho
most inacecssiblo and stcop bluffs, and ncar shcear surfac.scauscd no troublc!
One also has tho tondconcy to distrust com.ass bearing now, as an cvent where

a Bunton, Silvae and Sunto diff'ercd by as much as 7 degreoes tokon from the samc
spot. A dotailcd accounti of tegging appcars in JSSS and will not bo duplicated
herc.
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JENOLAN (cont)

Somc surveying was slso undurtakon late at night in the Dovils Coach
Housc by Bruc. snd mysclf. Standing at lam in the morning in biscrablc, rainy
and cold conditions with a galc tunnclling through th. Cazch Housc is a most
miscrable -ud unploasant cxpericnec. Howover, most of the detailing on tho
Bastern woll was comploted with the cxecption of Fingels Gave, and when tho
mep is complotcd will probably be the be:t complotoed by SUSS yot.

Al1l in 211 o most successful wockcend.

TITEITS FROM THE PAST.eoe.
R. King.

SUSS Circular, July 1958.
"Jcnolan
sesseThe crisp weather has rosultod in somc magnificent ice stalagtites
in thce Grand Arch."
Sound familiar,??

Weesss A now rocord was sct with the rocording of 13.5% carbon dioxidc at
Hellington."
Bad luck Bungoniaitcs!

SUSS Circular, August - Boptembor, 1958.
"LIBRARY
The SUSS Library is the first spcleological library on the Australian
mainland and over the last 10 ycars hoas accumulated a fince colloetion of
matoricleces" - _
Any socicty wishing to contcet this SUSS first should contaet mc, with cvidoncc!

SUSS Circulam, Octobor 1958,
"Jonolan 4-6 Qctober.
seee During the digging in thce Jubiloc, a mombor found an apporontly
anciont candlc. £Anothor membor was dissundod from lighting it Jjust
beforc it was iduntificd as docomposcd golignito!!lm®
Hows zbout that!

Trip Roport - Jenolan 4 -6 October lcd by Nool Froscre
"Serpentine found blocked ot cntrance by rockfall. Extonsive digging in
Jublilee coxtconsion was tho main purposc of the trip; and much was agcomp-
lishods Ion Hilliams discovored a small cave high on the slopes abovoe
Flaying Ficlds by dropping his lemp into its. This wes oponcd and fully
10 feooet of formation coveorcd passage czplorcd.".
COMMENTS:  This rcfercnec is intcorcsting in thats
o) . Sorpontince is shown to have had & long periodof instability of tho cntrance..
b) the "amell cave high above playing Ficlds" possibly r.fors to Honrys Hole
or Floying Ficlds Cavc, but these cortainly morce than 10£% longl!l! If this is
g0, thon this predatos the gunorelly accoptoed history that the caves were
discovercd by Honry Shannon ot a2l. from SUSS un the carly 1960's. iny clucid-
atory corrocspondince on this matte.r is welecomcd.
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SUB-TRIP REFORT: PISA CHAMEER - MAMMOTH CAVE Peter Compbell.

JENOLAN, 26.7.1975.
Present: Tony Austin, Peter Campbell, Pouml Greenfield, Max McGreevy.

After the morning spent with Peter Winglee, Bruce Welch(Trip lecder)
and Guy Cox, searching the Entrence Cavern of Moymoth for the fabled lost
possage, and seeing the effects of the June flood on the Horseshoe Cavern
Tce - Pick Loke ond Centrnl ILske (obout imetre sbove nomnl level) vhich
had much mud deposited and some washed owny, we started for the Southern
section via Mommoth Squeeze, but piked when we found that it contained
sbout 5 cm, of woter which would have sonked my back using the patented
Cambell method for negotinting the first U - turn. e went down the Forty
Foot ond Poul found his legs a bit short for the free climbing of the lpst
part, The main route on to Lower River was negotinted in the the ususl
monner; there were mumerous poolsz of wvater, Alsc the ares arcund Lover River
in very fine, slippery mud sbout 0.5 cm thick., ILover River was very loud
and much higher thon normal, Tony stoted that it sppesred to come out of
its entrance as if under (considersble - Ed) pressure and wes at least 1m,
up on normal, With a few side trocks to exsmine wrong routes I lead the way
to Oolite Cavern where we hod n short rest before reconmencing the 60 foot
chimney. I had the usual grovel/struggle that I alwamys have with chimneys
and eventunlly renched the Balcony which is slmost ns precarious as the
Skull and Crossbones ond Prcbobly should be negotisted with o tape. I shall
leave s tope in the U5° squeeze up the chimney if I am going up here regularly.
Tony followed me with grenter ease and next came Ponl who was unsble to go
post the U5° squeeze. We could not help him, either from sbove or below.
Mox tried unsuccessfully to breck his neck getting out of Pouls wvmy who
found golng downm much easier then going up ond wnited in Oclite Cavern,

After two unsucceesful attempts, I found the way on tc the Ovol and
wos followed by Tony who then decided thet he might throw up and that
IOWER River wos n better place thon the Piso Chamber, so he returned to
Oclite Cavern. I was finally joined by Mex and we detrogged and went Into
the Pisa Chamber.

The purpose of the trip vnas to find cut vhet wes required in the voy
of "conservation” in the well decoraoted cheamber which is on a similar level
to the Brittle Boganr. The Mgjor threst irmedistely is the tremping of mud onto
the flowstcne, because pecple do not know where to stop end detrog. As a result,
the red flowstone mey be rulned now and there are signs of detericrntion con
the cave corsl arcund the pccl., The ctlier threat seems tc be from the mud on the
wolls which for scme recscn is being dislcdged. This moy be due to natural
couses or pecple but it i1s grodually ccvering the upper slope cf white flcwstone
cbove the Pisa stalagmite. I tried several cleaning methed® and it is =
encournging to note thot most mud is remcveble by water, requiring nc
detergents ete,, It has not yet been incorpernted ittc the calcite. The
delicote ond uneven noture of the surface necessitotes renscnoble smounts cf
woter and a brush tc remcove mud from crevices., Water is ovailsble in two pocls
in the ovnl, but I dc not know how quickly they aore refilled. The red flow
stone, being damaged for a dinger time may be o different matter.
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JENOLAN TRIP REPORT: cont,

The first priority is o sign tc tell pecple where tc detrecg vhich sheuld be

ot the seccnd pocl before thr red flowstene, Care should be teken initially

tc aveid teking mud from the red flcowstone intc the Plss Choavber until this
hos been cleoned, A plastic bex with a bock will previde the bulk of instra
ucticns and if signed by visitocrs will provide a reccrd which can be correlated
with demoge, cor lack of it. Care shculd be taken nct te preceed beycnd the
flcwstone cntc the mud unless gear is brought for ancther change of cl-thing.
Sponges will be provided for cleaning ankles, batteries and wrists befcre

gcing into the Pisan Chomber., The poessibility of trock marking needs locking
intc as dees the removel of mest threstening mud cn the walls.

We rejoined Tony ond Poul in the Oclite Chamber., Tony tried tc return to
Iower River vis the mcre scutherly coverhang methced and decided on the woy
dowm that it was noct the best way c¢n, Except for some frelies con the Forty
Foot, the return trip was uneventful. The prussik cut was faster with two
ropes. We surfaoced st sbout 5,30 - 6.00 p.m.

P.5. Is it my imsginaticn or con you hear the rivers in Mammoth from a
grecter distonce since the lest flced?
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