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fRIP _LIST

HOVEMBLER s
22 - 23rd denoleon -~ I Hendcl 73=2028
29 - 30tk Jenol-m - B. Welch 99-1013
Conberrs — Yorrongsobilly Rescoreh Group
P. linglcc 83-9182
DECELBTER ¢
6 ~ 7 th Qlicidcn - Survey of Toplow lozo.
B. Hcleh 99-1013
13 = 14th Jonol-n = lost trip to Brittlc Bozoor
M. Hrondcl T13-2028
21 - 22nd  Jecnol-on - He King. 963-4843
3lst Syincy - llew Yeors Bve Party

P. Conpbell
JATTARYT
16 - 18th  Bendethro = B. Cooper

Long weckend - Licaon Council ond ASF Committoc Mccting din
Uollonsons.

Trsmenia Trip to be orgrniscd by Re King 969-4843

CAVCOIACT = 76

The 11th Bisnnual Conferoncco of the dustralian Spelcological
Fodeoration.
Drtcss Monday Dcc. 27 through Thursday Dcce. 30, 1976.
Ploocs The Australinn flational University, Conborra, dustralice
Host Clubs: Conborra Spoleologicol Soclety & lintionol University Cove Club.

FLAIT AHEAD SO THAT ¥YOU CAll BE TIERE,
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Towards a model for cave development parallel to valley sides

L. G. Rieder

Principle Concepts

a) valley bottoms are natural areas of concentration
for water.

b) even in a dry valley, moisture is most concentrated
near the lowest point of the valley.

¢) stream caves develop by systematic movement upstream
of the stream sink. This ensures a close parallel with
tixe axis of the valley.

The reason why valleys are important suppliers of water is
because they concentrate drainage into their lowest points; even if they
are dry. Of course to understand the evolution and development of cave
stream passages one mst also include a phase of successive upstream
migration of the feeder stream sink and take into account changes in the
dominant elimatic regime.

The common relationship between the axis of {the dry valley and
oave is genctically determined since the type of stream passage cave
depends on its corresponding valley for development. It does not how-
ever follow from this that all caves must have such.a common genetic
connection with valleys. The mode of dependence of cave development upon
its wvalley is of course through the valleys ability to supply the water
which allows subscquent solution processes to engage. The ability of a
valley to do this is determined by its catchment, discharge regime, floor
gradients, the various lithologics that compose it, and the vegetation
type that is contained in it.

The more youthful the cave passages are, the greater the tendency
to closely parallel th> axis of the valley. A corallory of this is that the
agsociated stream passages tend to lie just below the surface of the
corresponding valley floor with some lateral displacement.,

The older the cave passages are, the greater the tendency to
displacement away from the valley axis.

A vadosc cave stream behaves in much the same way as a surface
stream except that “here tends to be greater modification of line due to rock
structure because of the =zole dominance of solution processes. Over time as
the waters from the valley surface arc pirated into the newly developed con-—
duit, the cave strecam and associated passage will increasingly develop out
of synch with the forrer surface drainage line in the valley floor, Thus a

new set of drainage lines is created and displaced dynamically away from the
former surface strecam line.
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COMEINED UNIVERSITY SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES

19th September 1975, DINNER, Cathy fustin,

The dinner wos o tremendcus success, much tc my surprise. Scmehow ~r
cther, I wns dumped with the dubicus honcur of having t¢ crganise the dinner,
After rmuch “wming snd ashing' - and sheer astondishment it - as decided that
the event was tc be held cn the 19th September in the University Regiment
Holl, thet the members cf the cther University speleclcgiceel grcups be invited
and thaot the cotering be dene by a part-time ceterer.

However, there was much mcre tc be dene, ranging from inviting o guest
specker through supplying slechelic beverages tc msking certain thet the hall
was ready ¢n the night, As I ond the representatives from the cther sceleties
were not cn the university srcunds it was difficult tc orgonise much cf this
sc it wns delegnted tc members of the SUSS cocrmittee,

Focr the work and effirt put intc the dinner I would like to thenk =11
these members of SUSS whe® organised the hall cm the night, and those resp-
cnsible for hiring the equipment. As well my thenke go tc theee whe crgan-
ised the wine and the cetering. Bob Byrnes and his helpers deserve special
menticn here; as they hod the task cf feeding the sterving spelecs which
they did very well- and much tc their credit. While I am soying thanky-u
it cammot be forgetten that we were hencured by the presence of the guest
specker - Professcr Charlie Brown from the University of Albertas, Charlie
is n friend of Professcr 3¢€ Jennings end Jce wos kind encugh tc alsc be
present at the dinner, s

Professcr Brown's tolk wms con the ice caves of Cannda, giving us an
insight intc an area of caving that we know little sbeut end have little
chance to explore here in fustralia,

Finelly thaonks to everycne who turned up, helping tc meke the night =
success, Final breskdown of munbers shows that there were 30 pecple frem
UNSWSS; 10 from MUSIG and 36 from SUSS, Totol proceeds being ﬁgh; plus
subsidies from the sccieties tctolling $100. Despite this financial lces
I still believe the dinner was o success!

(Editers ncte: The wine for the evening was provided by SUSS, the iden
beibgz to meet the ccsta by o series of wine betiling evenings. The wine
from the first such evening has been selling roather slcwly s~ why den't
all you juice-frecks see PBruce Welch and buy a dezen befcre it becrmes o
real Vintage ccllecters item,

The Nice Guy ownrd for the Month must g¢ to Phil Teoomer whe bought the
excess wine left over from the dinner - a nice mesture., )

BUsSsSUBSaUEE5UESE8UB8EUESUE85US88138

¥

AUSTRALIAN SFELEQ ABSTRACTS 1973.

enly $2.50. A must for gll renl spelecs.
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GEO=-MORFEHOLOGY AT JLNOLAN.

=

- Inspoction of EDfEl Scptaember = R. King. -

DR. Joc Jonnings (ANU, Cenberra), DR. Chorles Brovn {Univ. Edmonton, Canndza) ,
sruec Wolch, Guy Cox (Ph.D. Oxford), Randull King. =

The Soturdoy morning £ llowing the ubiquitous Combincd Universitics
Dinncr saw the porty at Mommoth Flat. Adms of the trip worc to show Charlic
Brown pround the limcstonc ot Jonolan and to have nlook at some of its goom-
orphological mspocts.

Hennings Cove (J76)
This wos inspoectod ant some points noted,

1) Heavy condonsation ncar cntrance scems to be ot ¥orianee with tho metoero=
logical conditions. This is also apperont in Wiburds and Spider Cave.

2) Brachiopad Coneiium biloeularis fos:cils (King pors. comm.) arc cvidont in
tho limostonc boforc the squeccze, just past the ar-gonitc chomber, worc notcd.
Thoy arc also apparcnt in the Reof Strow Chamber,

3) Sinking Hod occurcd in thc floor during reccnt floods and the scdimcentary
slumping is apporcnt in tuc Boof Straw Chambors

4) Elcctron microscopc photographs of algac spccimens by Guy Cox from Hennings
Cawc rcveal o possiblc ncw spocicse Thesce appear to be unique to Jenolan, and
can also bc found on the walls livang in ncar darkncss insidc Wiburds Leke

Cave and Spidor Cavo.

J6T Dolinc ot Basc of J98 Bluff

The significance of this wos discusscds. Is the Woolly BRhinoccrous further
th thc west along the dip, the zt-ndoncd lov els being indicated by the collapse
dolinc?

Wiburds Loko Cave (J92)
The following poinis arosce.

1)  Smoll Zousce (gucsstamated) strcom was flowing from castorn side and
sinking into gravel and sand doposits on northorn cnd of Lekc Chombor. The
maximum capacity of this scums to bc gquitec swzll (1 cusce?) beforc backing up
end flooding occurs. This stroom is unuscd in thot normally the chomber is
scon cithor dry or fleoded, but not in botweon.

2) Lokc Chombor, clthough fully flooded during Jun. (Welch, 1975) had only
token a fow wocks to drain = prosumcdly through river passage bohingd Loke
Chamber towords Honry's Dig. This fluctuation of leke leovel nccds to be cxpl-
aincd.

3) 22 Passagc to tho Guichos is an cxamplc of wcll roundcd pressurc tube -
Joc says it is porhaps tho best he has scun and would approciatc o photo of it.
Tho mcanders arc of intcrest in this scetion.
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Geomorphology ob Jenolon (cont)

4) Ton littlc cmphasis has boun placcd on the corrosive offcets of grovel
gcdiment, which haoe played a large part in rceent devclopment of the cave.
Large amounte of sc¢ iment were scon.

5) There has boon faulting across tho dyke behind Leke Chamber, resdalting in
passage dovelopment along this planc. Shearing of the dyke has ogturrcd, with
movement of the dyke in Lokc Chember rclative to that behind, being dowmwordse
The dyke appears to be o low tomberaturc igncous intrusion narrowing down to-

words Lakce Chambor.

6) Glcn Hunt in the NIBICON logbook, notcos another dykce cvident high in
Neddy's Knock. The cffccts of thesc dykes on the morphology of Wiburd's
roeguires invootigation. :

7) Wiburd's consists of a maximum of fiwe 310 degroo strikce oricntoted posse
agos sidcstepping olon the dip into the westcrn side of Wiburds Bluff ot sUec-
cssiVely lower lovels. MNote that tho strike of the limcstonc belt scems to
curve succcssively around, being N = S south of the DCH, 330 degrecs T in
Mommoth and 310 degrocs T noar Wiburds.

Wiburds and Scrpentinc Flats
Thes. consist of Quatornary gravels ond alluvium and cet as wotcr storoge
for the und rground river systoms. Shannon has this comment to mako:-

"If sa), the Bushrangors Flot (ic. Wiburds Flcot) is takonos boing 35 acrcs
in arco and 100 foct thick, this would be sufficicht to supply 4 cusces for
onc ycar, assuming constont delivery and 20 of this wolumcyi lq ing watcr on
draining. The volumc of alluvium is of this order, howcv.r it is consid.rcd
that the thick soils to the north and soils on the flanks of the velley actu-

elly supply most of the waicr."

Joc Jennings informcd us of ncw ANU scismological cguipment, which moy
contributc grcatly towards asceortaining the depths of the scdiments and tho
bas. lovel at which D'Arcy flow is occurringe

Saturday night was spont around the cpmpfirc with MSS ~ndUNSWSS - a rocl
piecnic! Thon, up bright and carly cnd into Mommoth.

Mommoth
e

1) Southern Scetion was visitud and Lower River wos flowing at cbout 4 cusces
so it hos apparcntlyscttlcd down agein to rosumc its norucl basc flow. The
floods hove loft much more scdiment in the main passcgo.

2) It moy still bo possiblc to push the cnd of Smirnoff's. TWeleh suggosts
that th o woter filled passage (King,19752) mey be under ot the basc, howover,
this is still controvcrsiol.

3) Tho scclloping ncar Cold Holc wos cxomined, nnd the flow appcars to be
northerly ic. towards Horsushoc Cavern, although, as Dunkloy suggcsts (1973)
"it is o vcry complex sct. It is suggostod that this flow is still gompotiblc
with provious hydrological thcorics, as this is probobly o rcecnt developiicnte.
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Geomorphology of Junolan (cont)

attributcd to wotcr from Sand Possage. Confusion moy hawe boun couscd by tur—
bulanc. nr cven onc scalloping sct being imposcd on another. Gomparison of
scolloping ot high and low lovels should clcar this problom to seomc cxtint.

4) Progrcscing through to the cnd of Reilwny Tunncl, the foatures of this
arco worc notcd. Quoting King (1975b),

"T+ iz thought that o tortional flexurc of the limestonce situnted at theo
northern ond of the Roilwey Tunncl hos ployed o primory rolo in the morphology
of the whole of Mammoth,; snd has lod to structural disturbancos through out
the erves The conscquenegs of this deformatinn hove resultced intg near vertieal
dip and the promoturc collopsc of the bntronee Covern and Roilwoy Tunncl
rockpilos".

The jointing on the flat roofs wos carcfully inspected. In Chorlic's
opinion, the scglloping on the crxtorn wall is indicative of o smouthcrly flow
(ic. towerds Horscshoo Cavern).

Anostomoscs arc thickly thropdid aecrnss the plonc of the roof 3. of the HAL
Holc turnoff, but arc not cvidoent NW of this point.

Spidcr Gavc.

Prospoets for the dig herc arc thoe best 2t Jenolan for a%taining the
"Hediry Diprotodon«, tict scetion of Lowoer River south of its eppcoronce in
Mrmmoth. An air droft was blowing inweords through the heovily scdimonted dig,
Beside this dig is another small sguccze rcoguiring cnlargoement, ond heading in
the scmc dircetion. Pofcr Compbell is currontly crranging for track morking
80 o8 to isolatr the bones and eloon flowstonces
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.. PROGR.J! FOR SURVEY REDUCTION Ol THE HP21 C/LCULATOR
R. King.

The Howlctt Prckrrd ronge of coloulntors ~rce ronowned in the caving
world ng being tho workhorse for roducing survey figurcs. Howeover, the mojor
drowback in the post lhins boen the priceo. For oxonple the HP45 rotailed noar
$250, putting it out of the ronge of the avernge student surveyor.

With tho releosc of the powerful HPZ1 on the morlzot this yeor, o now tnol
is ot hond for survey rcduction.

The Hp2l rotoils for $119 (+ tox), ond contains o1l the functions of tho
HP45 with the following cxccptions:—
n) 8 digit - not 12 digit disploy,;
b) 1 mcmory only (+ of coursc, 4 in stock!),
¢) Uo metrie/ imperinl functions,
d) To stotistic~l functions (meon and standard dewiation).

It is however, smnllcr ond significontly fastcr thon the lorger HP modclse.
Yomc tosts showed thet his wos cbout 40% footer in cvoalunting functions thon
thc 45. This nlso roprescnts the smollost seicntific colcou later on the markct.

The ultimotc perh-~ps for these purposcos is the HP25. This is the prog—
cnnoble version of the 21, hoving additionsl progromming functions. Sclling
for sbout $180, this is o worthwhile investoont. 4 DB25 owner moy usc this
HPZ]1 progron o o bosis for the survey reductinn procoss.

This progran has beoon dividoed into threco types:
1) FULL FROGRAM
This roducces elino, distonecs ond beorings to the fomilinsr northing,
cogting ond vortiesl grid roferonce from any initial dotun.

2) PLA ONILY. REGUIRED

Often the situstion ariscs where o plon only i neccdod. This progren
adjusts for the difforcncos duc to elinomoternngleos in plon distanccs ond
conputcs northings ond costings.

3) lo CLINOMETER

lhen: survoying o eowve that only hns o fow survey logs for o grade 3 or
4 nmop, and the enve is foirly horizontnl, no clino roeodings nrc token. In
this cosc the progrom computcs northing and cesting of the survoy stotion from
distanccs ond boorings.

Ench of thesc utiliasc "initialising stops" to cnter the d~tum of o survey.
The progranm thon sutom~tically computes progrossive eo-=ordinates olong o chein
of surwcy lcgs. If onc mispunches keys thon the nlreanly conputed co—ordianotcs
of the bronching statinn arc sinply cntered os the initial deotun for the side
troversc. It iz inportont that in rodueing the survey, all thoe data is written
cnd reeordod in  anorgoniscd form; it will be found thot it is fastor tn trons-
for o1l tho surwey doto onto o sheot, noxt to columns for grid roforcncos.

Mthough this progrom has boon eonstructced tn utilisce the nindiouwn numbor
of stcps possible, if aonyonc finds o shortcr method, then I would bo plecscd
to know.
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TLIEFDEN INS.-ECTION
Being thoe report of o joint SUSS - UNSWSS - 0858 trip, 7 - 9 Jun 1975
R. King.

Prcscnt: . Re King, P. Winglec, (SUSS), G. Pettison, I. Wood, P. Radeliffc,
L. Yheatley, S. Whoitley ot al {UNSWSS), othcrs from 0SS.
Uponi ponding of the dofinitc dom proposals 1H tHE BE HArst=orange trowth~—
Centrc plons, this wookoend wos hurricdly orgoniscd so os to inspoct the domsite
-nd the rruns threntoncd, cn? to rojuvenate seme SUSS intorest in the arcle.

As part of the documcntation of the crca for the ASF €lifden submission, Ion
Grohaa, Potor nnd mysclf found mnd surveyed Kelly's Coav. (CL27), which is an
intorcesting covie.

The enves at Clicfdon afen arc unique ocmongst Austrelisn cowce in thot thoy
show cvidunee of docp phreootic setion in somc of thes . Taplow Moze is the
outstonding cxomplc of this, whilst Kolly's Holo ccrtainly shows cvidonce of
this. Sonc intcrcsting digs would be pessiblc horcy notsbly in the scdiment post
survey stoticn (8).

Mconwhileo some UNSSS poo:lc scarched for, but foilcd to find, CL19, The Eyrics

Clicfdon's onc mojor advontogo, aport from the brillisnt caves, is, of :
cours., o housc to stay in!!! LThis wos made full pdventoge of (rots ond oll).

For the first timc, we olso poartook in Inn Woods "Glucvinc" mixturc. At
great porsonal risk of beodily injury to mysclf for publishing the scerct reeipe,
hore is the concoctions=—

"GLUEVINE"

2pints of rcd winc.

1 jor (smell) honcy,

4 oronge (sliccd),

% lomon (sliecd),

4 cup suger,

Wonds scerct horbs ond spicoes.

Put into o scuccpon nnd heat until stooming (don't boill!).
Drink hot for o dovilishly toxicnting cxpericnce!!!ll!

On Sunday, the activity centrcd around Nooncmeena ond Moin Clicfden.
Nooncmecna Cove was discoverced by UNSWSS only last yeor ond is still original.
A conncetion had been dug ot the botton to conncet witi the far protty cxtone
sions of Moin Clicfden, and the purposc of the trip was to goato this to prov—
ent cntry to both enves and thoir subscquoent dutcricration.

Nooncmeuna has onc of the tightest cntrencc sgucczes possible. It is o

verticsl rift squccze which ncccssitotes non micro=-civers to remove trogsuitsl
There is currontly o gatc at this point. '
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Clicfden (cont)

Inside, there is o profus. ~mount of decoration, which is moinly dry but
cxtremely pretty. Othor speleologists should weigh thoe cdventoges nf untoring
this ¢ v. with the threat to its becutiful decoration.

The conncction was succcesfully goted snd yours truly cxitod through Hein
Clicfdon.

Following this uxcrtion, o trogging of the hillside immediotily to the cast
of Nooncmccna hill, abov. Tr nsmission Flot, in the vi cinity of CLT5, proved
most profitablc. This orco is surce to yicld a cave in the future with somc dig=
ging. Somc notoricty wos geincd by ercoting the "longust" dig in Clicfdcn -
Cigging in n rift,12 foot wes dug out te find thc best spot to concontrate
cfforts. The cnthusizsm wos such that digging continucd to well fter sunsct.
M-leolm Hendeol is to be worned off the orca as his presccence will Jinx any
prospeetal!

O Mondoy, the dig wos continucd until this porticular dig become loss
attractive. (tho adv ntoge of th is arco iz that thirc axc too many diffcrcent
placus at which to stort from.)

Poter Wingluc wishcd to photogroph Mein Clicfden so o trip was orgonis.d.

DAMSITE INSPECTION.

From the hill ov.rlooking the Belubule River, 2km upstrcam from Tronsmission
Flat, the d.msitc ond the arce to be unandoted may both bo vicwed. The offcct
of » dam here edn only be doseribed in onc word = devesinting. Booousc of thc
low rclicf topography, cven o smell dom would complotcly drovn ALL THE MAJOR
CAVES /ND GBOLOGICAL FEATURES. From this veontage point, cll this is discorn-—
ible in o glonec.

Oi.c obvinus fonture which would affeet the "Nccdles" domsite is the geol-
sgical frult on onc sido. This wouldsffeetively limit the size of the dem (to
littlc ovnil) ~nd casts doubts as to the viability of building it z. this pos-
ition.

Oncitum of intcrest here is the thermel spring ot the basc of the uostoern
side of tho hill ond noor the river. A chomical analysis on thos. watoers would
be helpful, however no suitoble containor was hondfs

During tho wockend, somc 30 =40 goological speeimens werc collocted and
identified, and it is intondod to mount the botter of thesc in a cesc at the
hous. . Clicfdom pruscnts o wuclth of moterial geologienlly ns the the rogion
consists of scdimentary rocks which heve had latc igneous activity. The result
is o rich scattcring of mony diffirent rock types throughout tho nrco.

Clicfden is to my mind onc of the bust cowing arves in the Statc. The form-
atinn hero rivals thot at the Jonelon Cowes, and helictites do not grow in
uore profusion onywhorce The arcs is cortoinly descrving of concorted SUSS
~otivity, ond 211l cofforts should bc troken to proscrve the cowis for futurc
genorations.

SUSS BULL 15(6)s 113



MOLES AT CLIEFDEN
15 - 18 August, 1975. R. King.

Tho ecst: 8. Lors.n, De Creod, Mox. Trovor, Scowood, 2 others, Re King, T &.
C Austin, D Rothcry, C. Horchont.

The digs on the hill cbove Tronsnission Flat provided the inspirstion
to rcturn to Clicfdon. Somc srrived lotce Fridoy night, whilst Dove drove in
ot S5an hoving worked z shift unti. midnight.

Up bright ond corly, and sut enving by widdey, we senrched for CL19, the
Byric,; which UNSWS: had had troublc rolocating. It is cast of Trapdoor Cove
ot the top of the lower hnlf of the bluff$acc, on obout the samc lovel as
Tropdonr, porhaps 50m oway.

This enve is wcll hiden and is 5n long. Koith Oliver (UDE#S$ csscrts thot
cxticnsions off the costern side of Tropdoor lic undor this eave, howower; the
vorticsl scporntion would noke digging prospcets dubicus. The cove was sucoe
cssfully surveycd to Grado 6.

A trip into Main Clicficen followcd, with somo humorous side cments. Yours
truly hod n.t been in through thc upper cntrance befbre, ond nisoricntated
the mop 180 degrecs, and Dove (who hed survoyed the enve) lost tho routc!!
By this timc, when we had found the eorroct path, the visitors of the porty
wcre running short of light ond had to rotrent. Dawe, Cathy, and nysclf
rrocccded through the Broot Room tn thoe Holictite Wall coxtoensions.

Cothy M., hod not scon the decoration boeforce sn procoeded on whilc wo
stoycd put to mininisc the domoge to the orca. It is strongly rocommendcd
thot rosponsiblc spolcologists who heove scon the deeonration rofrain from ro—
ontoring the arco without gnod rceason. A white flowstonc wall at the cnd of
the extonsion ncor the Tropdoor conncetion hos been nocdlessly muddicd 1o o
pitinble stoto.

Hoving olready boon sufficiontly cmbarasecd for the doy, it was decided
that Cathy should lead the woy wut. Inagine her surprisc ot finding thnt she
had done o full cicuit, rcturning t +the Boot Room without renlising it.

The outeonc of this cffort was thot we sow, unintentionally, 21l the poss—
ogoa of Mein Clicfdon in once afterncon.

On Sunday, Trapdoor wos cntercd. At the sump the wotcr wns coverod with
caleite rofts. The rocoson for the high saturntion of the wotcr, so theot the
surface wos virtually covered with coleite is spooulative, but worthy of inv-
¢sfigotion. This sunp has the romorkoble risc ond £211 during floods, cvid-
~necd by the high woter marks Tm obowe the norinl lewel. During this procoss
crleite rofts have been depositced on the roof ond floor giving o filny nppoor—
anec to .orte of the chanber.

Onc ide:. from this vis=it woas to hold concorts in the ncoustic pnssage
ot thc bottom. This passage prouscnts unrivalled cecousties and the cnsc of
cntry would moke it possible to bring instrumcnts down.
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Clicflen (cont)

The rencinder of the dry wos spent ot the digs an CLZ5 hill cbove the
Tr nsnission flat. So far, no caves hove been found hore, and coven CLPS wos
dug byUiISUSS. The huge mnes of limestons mckes ceve dovilopnent likelye

Thce sccnnri: is onc of froeturcd ~nd bmokon lincstonc,; boing eontrolled
by 230 degreo strike joints, o nuober of which oro running porcllel ot diffor-
cnt lcvels on the hille. Throughk thesc cracks ond Joints ny roinfoll would
imncdiatcely sink inte the hill in nomaoth proportions, giving risc to inteonsc
phr.ootic notinon.

CL75 is on oxXruple of tho heoles being dug in this nren. It is 5 - Tm
deep in a Jjoint rift, ~t the base of which is o erose joint o This iz too
snall to bo nogotisble, however it mny be scon to open out -~ littlc further on
giving hope for ond conjecturc for digging prospocta.

Porhops tho worst quondary here is not in hypothosing ~bout cove undor—
noath = this is ~lmost cortoine., but in deeiding wherc to dige The possib-
ilities ~rc olmesi cndless!!

Dove R. and mysclf took shifts in digging CLT5, the others being warded
off by the unstoble noture of the shoft. Virtuclly coverybody wns working on
thoir own pet digeging spot!! Dowe C. picked the most unlikcely position higher
on the hill, which no one clse would cven howe thought ofy snd, typically,
c¢von this Joke" dig begon to widen out! Howewer, oven with thesc prospocts,
ofter digeing by bottery lights oftcr sunsct im the eold the cnll of the housc
bueone too much.

Al loft with the czeoption of Dave €. ond mysclf. Hondoy sow us back
at the digs, Dove o push his "joke" dig further and hos now beconc the best
prospect of nll, cnd oysclf to survey thoe positions of -1l thoe digs which had
now beeonu cxpodient in vicw of the fioeot thot we wore digging in sovon Jdiff-
orcnt places!! '

Thon departurc to Mondurcmo with les: thon o g-llon of petrol in the tonk,
linping in with only twe pints left. Tho noxt wock wns spont ot Jonolons

Cross=cultural Activitics ot
Jdonolone Tony fustine

Just in eosc ony of our cstecncd readers ore interosted in the more
gontlononly pursuit of Amatour Radioy lot it be reocordcd in thesec poges
that thoro cxists o sitc vory closc to our much loved Jenolon Cowves o
mountain (for it must be morc thon o morc hilll) knowm, I belicve, by
tho rathor undignificd nomo of '"The Porecupinc's This is no ordinory
mountain as it affords thoe doscrving Hem o rorc opportunity to work
undroomcd of amounts of the choiccst DX (long distoncc communientions)
on thc 2 moter band. Horo detoils will be rcleased in the futurc.
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Trip Report JENOLAN 17-24 August I%75

On Sundey the erowd gathered with the expectation of
ah;eiling the deepest underground pitch on tig Australian
mainland. Permission was obtained from Mr, John Culley and,
at about 9.30 p.;1e Brian Hawkett was first to abseil from
the 1a?ge daylight hole in the roof of the Devils Coachouse.
Bruce Welch, Peter Campbell and I followed. Bruce in his great
onthusicsn did it twice and I managed to get my hair caught
in a whale tail., This was photographed by Les, %ruce and Peter
but I have not yet seen the results. We reasured the pitch
at 85m. ,most of which is free drop.

The next day (Mondry) Les, Prian, Peter,Pruc and T went
to Brittle Bagaor in Memmoth where I climbed the aven, reach-
ing an estimated 60 ft. above the floor of the B.B. The aven
has two ways up, the higher of which appears rmch too difficult
to clinb, the lower ends in a rock choke containing some non
linestone pebbles.A tape was left a few metres below the high-
est Eoint reached (the tape waos used for abseiling). A total
of about llhrs was siant in this cave. Also on fﬂ%s day Greane
Snith confinued his survey of Hennings Cave.

On Tuesday Ros, Bronwen, Tony, Randall, Graeme, Gordon
and Malcoln F.rper entered the Southern section of lermoth
which was a new experience for most of then., Frue, Peter,
Brian, Les and myself peid a visit to the guides, showing
Les and Brian the nore prominent surface features of Jenolan
along the way. On the way back we entered Spider Cave where

¢ looked at the bone deposits. That night Prue, Peter, Gorden
and I had dinner at Caves House(properly attired of course).
Wo were later joined by TOny, Ros and bronwen for an inspec-
tion of Imperial Cave,

Dr. Alan Ritchie, Lyn Dawson and Bob (I've forgotten
his surname) from the Australian Museunn came on Wednesday
They were interested in the bone deposits in Spider Cave so
I took them there in the morning. Although they found then
interesting the bones were too recent to warrant a further
study. They identified the bones of a wombat, dingo, several
rock wallabies and other small marsupials. In the afternuam
we went to re-locate the Midden Cawve in the Southern linmestone
Dr. Ritchie and co, had been in the cave ears previously
and had seen the jawbone of a thyloecine(? fextinct Tasnmanien
wolf) anongst the other bones present., They have a permit %o
study this cave but neither they nor the guides had been able
Yo find it earlier this year, ter searching for a couple
of hours we gave up looking. &n the way back to the car Bob
alrnost fell into the lost eave, After getting lights we made
a quick trip into the eave which confirmed that it was.pddden
Cave, The bones were found undisturbed in a rmud metrix. Lyn
imtends to make a study of the cave for her M.Sc,
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J BENOLAN cont.,.

While I spent the day looking for bones, Kathy, Dave,
Paul , Randall, Max, Gordon and .an kept themselves occupicd
with 2 trip to the Brittle Bazaar, Max becane the first
person to travel up through the Neverpass, which is an extrem-
€ly tight andé rmddy squeege in the rock ila between Can't
Get LOst -and the B.B. Randall finished tﬁc floor detail of
his nap and swore he would never return to the Brittle BhAzaar
again, It has been decided to remove the rope which provides
the only easy access to the area. The group reached the bott-
on of the entrance pitch at about 11l.30p.n. and were pleased
and shocked to find that Peter and I were waiting with a well
set up soup kitchen- Portaggs stove, lantern, sandwhiches,
chairs,billies, soup and wﬂ:ﬂ,clnthing had 21l been lowered
to the botton of the pitch in readiness for the tired cavers.
Randall of course deplored the act but was all to willing
to accept a cup of hot soup.

Thursday wos a rest day for most of us. We chatted with
the guides for sone of the morning end loter went on & publie
inspection of Chifley Cave,

Friday found us in o nmore active stote. lost people went
and looked at Wiburds Lake Cave, Hennings Cave and serpentine
cove, Gordon, Prue and I went to survey 2 cave which was
given the togs J156 &J157 on the next day. This cave 1s loc-
ated off the Carlotta Arch track and is probably ome of the
oldest at Jenolan.There is o strong dreft coming from the
upper entrance and warrants further study. The cave is over
20n. deep and has one large chamberand a nunber of passages
thruu%h rock piles. Asignature on the wall reads "“Harry #est
12/3/87

Ben Murse and Bruce Welch arrived at some tinme on Friday
night in order to do tagging on the weekend., llany caves near
the Devils Coachouse were tagged on the Saturday. That night
Prue, Dave and I finished the J156 survey and Bruce andRandall
did nore of the Devils Coachouse survey. Om Eundﬂg rany more
eaves were tagged making it 49 for the weekend and bringing
to 200 the total for all Jenolan.

MAT,COLM HANDEL.

Hational Veonturce 1975 = Bungonice

The Scout Associgtion is orgonising o Haotional caving venturc in lote
Doccnbers The Vonture will toke ploco at Bungonia were the Scouts in
cttendonec will be instructcd in the eorrcet ncthods of caving ns they
reloto 40 the Seout movomont. licodless to soy o lot of orgonising
has gone inté this cetivity oand the sssistonece of o8 nony competont
cavers as possible is roquircd.

If ony mombor of SUBS is intorcestod in helping in ony woy or would
likc some morce information on the Venturc thon econtoct Irion Cocper
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TRIP REPORT. ¥ 77 NGOBILLY 24-28 Aug '75
Present;P.Winglee, "Se, r.Morend, K,Hirrey (5.0.5eS.)
Alan, Len, Nigel and J an (U.NeS.% 5.

Before leaving Sydney,I had told Marilyn and Vince
that we would be short on space, My gear and the equiprent
loosely filled “he boot.Vince showed up with eéverything in-
one smell rucksackiexcept his helmet light and himself,

After spending Sunddy ‘driving, the night was éﬁéﬁf'
welcoming other arrivals and Keith and Damon who were seasonals
atthe tourist caves

On Monday UNSWSSventured off first while we checked
in wi*h the Rangers, so wc were left to go troggin% off in
the Tombs arca as I hadn't seen it.The huge grikes(?),the
gorge and looking for the UNSWSS mob amused us for quite =2
while, We were looking for Y19 and Y18 as cave descriptions
noted the presence of small pitches anﬂ%lf they could be pushed
beingon the plateau would have plenty o ﬁePthﬁsven if they
were feirly old, However I failed to find Y19 t found &
scemingly untegged pot with an initial pitch in the vieinity
of the Y18 doline as marked on & surface map.(which I dropped
down but wes not cquipped to retrieve). Vince found another
one gerden tagged 1050 but it looked to dirty to cnter,

Being interested in further familiarisation we trecked
off to Leak in the Creek (Y112). I had expected to see an
impressive sink with a great cascade of water chundering dowm
into a cave. Apparently theg » cusec (approx.) of water
flowing down in .was enough to f£ill it so that it just app-
cered as a small unimpressive hole .

Not having been underground thet day we set off for
Y10, Water was pouring .in at 2-3 cusces and its crashing on
the rocks made things rather deafening. We were going to check
out some joints in the -c1iff which we thou;at mey be deep v
but looking carefully at the roof of Y10 they would have been
Just daylight holes, .

When Alen,Len,Nigel and John rcturned that night they
werc dissppointed with Y19 but had-succcededin conmecting¥4

énd Y5,which on a rough calculation put it as approaching B24
in depth :

Feeling guilty at such aslack day Marilyn,Vince and
myself ?ﬂined Keith at Yarrangobilly for a2 hard days night
caving (tourist) doing all four of them.I h:d hoped that
Yagby would provide a break from the continusl Jenolen weather
That usually plegues cxtended trips there,but whileit was
fine at Jenolan it rained continually from Monday night,but
at lcast there was ahousec.

After collecting a heard of seasonals,we sct out to
give them a2 return tour of Coppermine (Y12)., This cave is
the efflux for Y45, ¥8, Y9, and Y10 and it also receives some
water from Leak in the Creek, Basically it is a stream pass-
age with 2 higher level with a river of very cold water flow-
ing through, It has profuse formation and a gate, Climbing
upover a sump, one of the sesasonals, Andrew, noticed a patch
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Yarraggobillz cont.

of demaged formation, blatant cnough to look deliberate,

Thgre was a lot of black colouring on some. of the formation
which is also present in the tourist caves., Tests have showm
that it contains carbon and not manganese dioxide, the off-
icial story to the tourists isthat it is some sort of soot

It nevertheless warrants further investigation. Towards the

end was through & low muddy crawl, thetype Alea scems to thrive
on, however after stopping to take some photos the SUSSparty
couldn't find the way on. Coming out we walked straight through
the water and emerged soaked to the hips and walked up the
hill in the rain to make it complete., My car got bogged but
Vince was able to push me out, Marilyn just dived under the
tarp of Nigel's ute as he spea off. Huddling around the fire-
Place and dangling overalls ‘eve ere was the order of the.
day back at the house. The advantage of multiple trog suits,

Ge‘b‘binﬁ up at the usual time on Wednesday we entered
the Eagles Nest system via the Eyrie (Y3) at about midday
and were glad to be out of the rain, Prom earlier conversations
the discriptions led me to believe thet it was a fairly sim-
ple welk through dry cave, andfrom the Msy trip, not as eold
as Pavey's description. Except that it was generally walk-
through, I was wrong on all other counts. The freezing rock
of the West branch and the ice cold water running down ones
sleeve was quite an experience, Hands numbed with coldand
mind elouded with the mist on ones glasses we pushed on une
daunted,

The stream canyons were quite fantastie, rising up out
of sight and after meeting others, crossing without = wvisible
floor, In this area therc are many side passages that raote
question marks on Pavey's map and Shannon's Dig which is pabt
of a straight stream passage whig¢h looks promising, the other
side being dug out to connect with the east. The inscription
"Rack it's Cold™ amply explains the lack of exploreation in
this erea.

L hod been using the UNSWSS 8 key charger for my batt-
ery =and engaging in Speleo-Roulette, 2 keys dont work and
they didn't know which ones. By the Junction I had reallsed
I had lost. Fortunately I had put alkaline cells in my pen-
light torch (originally meant for my flash ) and Marilyn and
Vince proved gquite competent at finding the way out through
the rockpiles of Flatbed Cavern and Railway Tunnel. We emerged
at 6.30 p.m.and walked back %o the rosd in the rain and dark

Thursday was the climax of the trip when we were wakened
at 7.30 by shouts and screams that snow had fallen. The more
pessive ones (me) nade snell snow men while the aggressive
ones threw snow balls and snow men.

Although no real speleologicel workwas carried out by
the SUSS group the trip provided me with a more complete un-
derstending of this vast area. I feel exploration in the col-
derareas is hest left till warmer weather butam keen to find
out more cbout the black deposits. I find soot wvery hard to
believe, particularly in single entrance caves.
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WIBURDS BLUFF INVESTIGATION.
24 - 25 I"j-.f.\}rg. 1??5! . i{iﬂgl

Prisont: M. MeGrecvy, P. Winglco, B. Welch, K. King ct ol (SUSS). Be. Ri hords
ond 4 others from BMSC.

This joint trip with BHSC hod 2s itz princry -~du o systomatic trogging
of Wiburds Bluff in scoreh of now eoves. BHSC hod previously done s omo work
om Wiburds Bluff ond so thoy were invitod to clerify this furthory

Soturdnay ond Sund y war. spent on liburds Bluff, nlthough o trip into
Monmoth wos olso nrgoniscd. corry Riehards confirmed that "BHSC Cowe" [
loerted south of ond slightly cbove J92 was the onc im which thiy had enncont—
roted digging cfforts in 1972 foiling to f£ind the eonncetion with Wiburds Lokc
Cowey, loter found by SUSS.

Somcthing of a rocord wos sct in thot 25 new coves woere documented , 12
of them moppod to Grade 4 and on arco mop producod. Onc cove which wo disc—
overced of particulor note was One 0'Clock Cove = obove J100 joint rift.

Bruce nnd mys<lf come nf¥oss this oF lunchtimc, the renson for the namc.
Feoturcs of the cave arc the large ond roony (17m long) horizontal cave thot
overlooks Wiburds Flat; yot is wcll hidden by the Bluff frec. It is cfon suge
osted that this is anothor "Bushrongors Cove", this being on id.o2l hiding plnece
closc to woter and with cnough room for HeKcown to-kocp his horscs!!

Hords Histoko Cowve was rlso scorched for without succoss.

Following thce trin, o porty proco.dcd on for a 2 doy trip at Jountor with
S5t.GelhsColse "The former; on whosc property th. lincstone isg, is undorstondobly
wory of ecwers, howing Tuglow ncriby as on cxomple so docs not wish to hove
work published. So apoart from mentioning that the temporature dropocd to =6
degrees(cven froze the jelly!), there is lttlc to soy nbout this intcrcesting
il 5 ¥ A

Rcturning to Sydnoy, Pruc, Molcolm and mys 1f stopped ot Kings Crvp, ot
the cnd of Gloss=op Rd., Linden (in the Blue lbuntnins). This is an impressive
sondstonc overheng ot lesst 15m. wide nnd 4m high, overlooking o sccnie bush-
lond velleys.  Some intoreosting historienl signoturcs, doting back to almost the
first crossing of the Bluc Mountains, were notcd on the wall at the back. HNoxt
tinc you have o helf hour t: spore unroute or returning from o trip, it would
dcfinitcly be worth your whilo to drop in herc. .

' : NAKED LADIES AT JENOLAN. i
Jenolom 9 = 10 wages '"THe R. King.

Progent: B. Weleh; C. Hondel, P. Groenficld, R. King, B. Clcavcr, J. Dunklcy
(B), Ds Croud, B. & C. SZpok, P. Vinglce, D. Rothcory # othor KUSIG's.

The cmbitious ~ims of this joint trip worce - surveying in the Brittlc
Bagoaxr ond Great North Caverns However, duc to cxoms ~nd the snnuol JCHAPS
nooting these woerc postphonod to the following wook.
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Jenolon (cont).

During Saturdey, Hommnth was cntored to the '61 Baster fGouapsitc o check
for signs of the recont floods, which wo suspocted were strong cnough to posg=
ibly have eaanzed the chornctoristies of parts of the covos Howoewer, the only
noticeoble offcet wes the ropositioning of the scdiments in Horscchoc Caverne
The Middle Bit avens — currcontly uncxzplorcd, wero nlso bricfly inspcectcd. Theso
arc ecortoinly descrving of attention with sealing polos.

Grotty covers were quickly tronsformed inte rospectoble JCHAPS for the
annual me ting. The socicty hos now s~mosscd o largc number of Jrints of histur-
ical photns; which ~rc of high qu-lity. In the office bonrcr cl.etions, Ben
Nursc wos re=cleetod Proesident and John Dunklcy, Viec Prusident with Bruce Welch
Minutcs Scerctory. Onc problem that has sriscn is thet ~ll the JCHAPS noctings
orc held right in the widdle of University oxoms throughout the yoor, mconing
that lorge numbers of intircst.d people orc unnbleto ottend. This is o mottor
that could be corrceted by schoduling loter than current.

Some months proviow'ly John Bonwick (SSS), had informed us »f the oxistenec
of o cave in the Bost Gorge which had o corving of o neked lady in it. Hoving
no knowlodge of this, we took ndventoge of Joln's prescnec ot Jonolan teo scorch
for it. The problcm wns that this eave was rumcmbored from 20 yoors agn, ao
aftor boshing the BEostorn Hill ncar Devile Coachhousc for most of Sundoy morn=
ing it wos belatodly rovenled to be J103 = haliwey up the gorgel The corving is
about. 50 cm high on tho southern sidec of the troncc. It is owven thought to
bc a survoying point usod during the mapping o2 the cove without sceing it. Of
courac the nome of J103 is now Noked Lady Cavce

Howcver, this cffort did rcsult in thc systoemntic scoareh of the hill ncar
DCH. A number of emcll ond not so sn-ll caves were located, J146 ns wellas
untoggod coves surveycd.

Brynn: Cloover descrves mcontion for his cfforts in holping the 5355 nctcrole=
ogists in Mrmmoth ©n Saturdoy night after coving oll doys Wo cortoinly Hopo for
morc Jjoint trips.

ODDS [ITD EITDS.

1. Don't forget the liow Year's ove party at Potor Compbell's placo=-
net mony decils to hand at this stage but we will kecp you up 4o dote with
information as it orrivese

2 The Gibb's ascenders hove f£inally orrived! Neocodless to soy tho
Post Officc sat on thom until exom timc so that no=-onc would have o chonee
to organisc a quick trip to cither Jenolon or Bungonia to give then o gond
try out. Theo only rcport to hand so far is from Halecolm Hondel who has tricd
his out climbing o troc.(If you know Maleoln that nlmost mckos scnscl).
Ho snys that they do not work rosl woll when using the normal Jumar frog
systcm but that the system thot Gibb's rocommend is vory good in decd, being
about ‘*twicc as fast os the frog systom with Jumars'. So thorc you have it
folks = if you want to go elimb o trco thun tcoke along your Gibb's.
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