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FTUTURE TRIFS.

Jenolan — surveying.

Bendethra = Not o SUSS trip.

Brucc Welche 99=1013

Brisn Coopcr.

Liason Couneil Mceting. Guides Camp-lt Keira.

ASF Committco Mecting — Location as zbovo.

JCH.PS Mocting. Jonolan. Possible elearing od DCH.

SUSS Committec Mocting.
Oricntation Wocle starts.

Ficld Doy — Wahroongo Hockse

SUSS lcoting.
Wyanbene = FPreshers Trip #l.

Bungonia = Freshers Trip #2.

BEBg following.

Tony Lustin. T507785.

Tony Austin. T507785.

Noto: There will be ftrips to Jeonolan ot rogular intorvals for at loast
the next fow months so if you fecl like doing seme work up thore then oot
in touch with Brucc Welch: and let him know well in advance as your nanc
should bo on thc pormit.

ilso, there will probably be more froshers trips run than appoear
cbove so if you want to go to ony aspoeial aron not listod theon sioply soy
50 = cithoer to mec or 4o somconc on tho Committec and we will arraenge sonc-—

thing.

Tony Justin. Editor.



40,000 GROTTCES.

(Reprinted from SUSS Journel 4(2); 14, December 1957)
- Bis pofter affects of reading en entire gift set of Cesteret in one af'ternoon.

Five kilometres from the village of Essuy-Porc, the torrent of X.....
diseppeers in a hillside, It reeppears 500 metres further up the hillside
and flows Into the Geronne, The reasons for this curlious behaviour are based
on hydro-speleclogical 1~ws which it is not in the nature of this work to
include, JMlthough no one had sctuslly succeeded in following the undergrourg
river, or indeed, even ertering the cave, I esteblished the course of the
vivey by emptying 3 tonnes of flouresceine into the dissppesrance point. The
megic green colour soon spread all over the south of France, across the English
Channel and it is reported in at least two caves in Cuba, The suggestion,
however, that Greenland derives its nome from this is, of course, false.

I wvaos determined to enter the ceve somehow ond to explore its mysteries.
Tts very insccesscbility wes & challenge to me, ond like "every natursl
athlete who sees n chollenge, I constantly dreomt of conguering it. (I used
to dreom of some other interesting things too, most of which lie outside the
scope of this book.) It hoppened that one dsy I wns sheltering from a blizzard
in o droughty shepherd's hut in & volley, enting some cheese sandwiches and
condles (things .which I elwnys carry with me), when I noticed o small hole
high up in the cliff face. My curiosity wms oroused and I started to climb
without further sdo, The climb was arduous ss the hole was L0O metres sbove
the valley floor and the rock foce wns smooth and overhanging, but 30 minutes -
climbing saw me ot the top.

I paused ot the entrance to light my carbide lemp, and entered the cave.
The possege narrowed dovn to & cat~hole, which, cat=like, I soon negotinted.
The scene that owoited me on the other side was both awe-ina‘piring in its
splendor and foscinoting in its beauty., I wos in o cavern of enormous size
full of the most beautiful cnlcite deposits I have ever seen ., It was o
veritoble falry bower, which words cannot describe. I collected twelve
oolites ond demolished & forty foot straw for setting up in my private museum
end pressed on, spellbound. A surprise awoited me. On the floor I found 2
lorge stock of pure gold potsherds, plates aond stone sxes, definate proof
of the caves having been previocusly occupied. I panssed these by for I hed
decided to explore gll this remaorkoble cavern in the few hours I had to spore.

I soon found the underground “river and followed it for 3‘,1’ miles (this
guess was proved correct by subsequent survey) to o siphon. After hesitating
for cbout five seconds I decided to force the siphon. I stripped off and
plunged in, The wvater, supercooled to 28°F., tock my breath owny. The current
was falrly strong, but I negotinted the 50 metres underwoter ond emerged.

The cove here was dull ond uninteresting and my praogress waos soon stopped
by o huge woterfoll, I stood st the top of this terrifying blackness ond
tried to guess how deep it might be but the river seemed to be falling into the
bowels of the enrth ond the chasm had 211 the appearasnce of being bottomless.
My explorotion wos halted here, so I made my woy back to the surface, well
plecsed with my doy's work,
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Two months later I roturncd with my wifc And she lewerced mé: 1000 foot
dotm ~ rope. o9%ill I did not ronéh the botiome It is & crodit to hox
woncerful fortittudc thot she could corry the 1000 foot of ropo up the cliff
frec nutsidc ond then belsy mc up ~nd dowm the chnsn. Sinco this time tho
bottom hos be n roochod at 1010 fout, from the top of the wotorfnll,

The cove is now v ry popudk~r ~nd is constontly boing oxplored, howcver
nothing now hos becn z2d8cd o my origincl cxploration. It is trocic to
soc th ot throo young speleologists hrve boen dzowme in this siphon.
Swimming this siphon without tho proper goor is fonlish ond dongorous.
I find it hard to hove sympothy for caycnc who indulges in this kind of
f0lly. The eryst-l covern is not o8 goad os it uscd o be boerusc vondels
cnd souvenir hunters howve removed n 8t of the formotion. Somothing should
be donc to stny this wmnton dosicrotions”

WPLEL _TOR _ SINGUL.RITY.

B.J. O'B.

Mon is o socinl onimol.
ot lecnet "Scicntists who nucht teo know,
Tcll us thot it must bo 304"

Unfortunatcly nowadsys the tondeney is to mckce ~11l men into n dull,
uniform typc. Bliminotc books ond subsitute comics - it is cosicr for o
mon to look ot o picturc thon 0 rond ond understond the written word.
Roploce rodie with tclevision on o simiXicr principle. Ploy conocstn bo-—
crusc overybady — just cverybaly = ploys concstn. Reod this socicl columnist
bocouse ho ko.ps us up to Cfc.

It is for e-voe czplorors ond studonte ~nd young peoplc tn ovorconc
this cncrvoting oxporicnecs 4nd somo succccd. With trogic hureism os in
the roec.nt Hunooricon ond Polish uprisings - or with daring, o8 in the roid by
Syincy Univorsity studcnts on the huge UsS. -irernft corricr, Bennington,
wh.n pirntes poosscd the button for ootion stntions, nhi Jofonfed thomsdlves
with crrdbnard cutlosscs ogoinst the Ul.S. Horines. Or when the stulonts
kidnapped thce Lord Moyor of Sydncy and hceld him to ronsom.

isk yoursclf the following guostions ond onswer them honcstly « UWhen
you have no work to do, ond no outside source of reloxation for csenplsm,
arc you content to boe ~lonc? fnd tn (o nothing but think whon you -xc
olonc® Docs your own compony sctisfy you? In foct, con you bear your owm
compony 7 - ' '

Bo 2 rcbol, domm youl®
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S0il. OBSERVATIONS ON THE JENOL.N FLOOD, 21 JUH 75.
Bruce R. lclch.

INTRODUCTION ¢

On Fridey night and carly Saturday morning (21JUNTS5) in cxcoss of ldomn
of rain fell ¢t Jenolan, czusing onc of the largest floods on rccord.

The Jenolon Riwer poaked at Jenolan at cbout llam 21JUN75. The force
and volume of the watcr was such that, duc to dcbris collcecting on the up=-
strcam sidc of tho footbridge hondrails ot the southern end of the Devils
Coach Huusc, it bent the posts over. Thore arc mony large log joms up the -
vallecy whieh also indiecotc the size of the flood. Doth Elue Loke, and the
dam at the Hydreo Station downstrcoam, were filled with gravel. It wos of
coursc impossible to onter the Devils Goach Housc due to the force and volumec
of thc flood wontors.

Upstream, mcmbers of SUSS found it impossible to wadc or swim the Jenolan
Ri-ver at any point, cven as for up as North Wiburds Bluff, until Sundoy.
Provious to this all crossings had to be made across fallen trecs.

Domage to the road crossings on the firc trail up to the Mommoth: camp
site was cxtonsive. A Tourist Deportm ont Landrover became bogged in the first
crossing aftcr the flood, and somc improvements were made to this crossing
whon rctrieving it by troctor. The other throc erossings w.rce impassablc by
2-wheel drive vchicles, and o totzl of 26 man hours werc spent in ropairing
these crossings. It is evidnt thot downstrcam from Scrpentine C°72 there
has been a vest removal of grovel from the river bed, probebly the cntire
gsource of the gravel which filled Bluc Fakec.

ODSERVATIONS ¢

Mombers of the Socicty walked upstrcam as far as North Wiburds Bluff,
noting the fellowing:-

At the Ploying Ficlds the Jcnolan River had clmost broken its banks, and
flood dobris obscrved after the flood waters had subsided suggests that min-
imal flooding of tho Playing Ficlds did occur. The dolinc on Playing Ficlds
(J177) was quite dry during thc flood, but was full somc two wecks later, and
cmpticd on the third weck in two days. Hovever onc woeck later it was ogain
full of wator, suggesting repid fluctuations of the water table.

The stocp hills on the wostern side of tho riwver hod to be troverscd to
rcach the Mommoth campsitc. Dillons Creck was almost at bink breaking stago,
ond this ercck could just be waded without being swept owey. The small flood
bypass {on the wes tern side of the river botwuon Mommoth Cave and the point
where Dillons Crock cnters the river) was just beginning to operoto as the
SUBS poarty ocrriwved.

Furthcer upstrcam, the force and wvolumc of the flood waters were so greak
that the flood watcr had reachod the top of the cntrance to Bou Cawe(J16), o
distanee cbove the river bed of 3m. Large logs were roported to have boon
swept into J16, ond inspection of the cave on a subscguent weckend rowealcd
that the cntrance was joammod with logs ond othor debris for about 2me On
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JENOLAN FLOOD (cont).

o wisit toSamd Ponssago, Mommoth Cowe, somo wecks lotor it wos obmorved thot
this passage was clcar of all loosc matter,; including sand and veogotable debris
and could beo ncgoticted as far as the gum barrel, it appoared that wil. 3
littlc offort it could be pushed furthcer.

Immcdiatcly after this Bow Cave wos agoin visited and the party sede. its
way o8 far as the larger ehembor, asbout 10m in, horce the dobris bleocked the
passage complotoly.

Mammoth Cawe was cntered on the Sunday aftor the flood (22IUNT5) and’
the flood featurcs were no differont from any othor flood, cxecpt for a Few
dutails. As well as the 40'and the rockpilc boing impassahlc boecouse of watcrn
the Mommoth Squowze was full of wotcrs

All of Contral Scetion wos flooded, ic, thc tubo wh ich lcads to Contral
Lake coming off halfwey down the 3m drop (tho bottom of which lcads to Ice
Pick Loke) was full to the brime Yot the lowel of Ice Pick Loke (at this time
only Tm awny) was somc 4m lower, which suggosts thot the two arc not hydro-
logically  connccted? Although this could be due to the effeet of verying
cross=sccotion and hydrostotic prossurc on woter leovels, it is unlikcly that
it could account for the differcncc of about 4m in this oroa of Mommoth Cavoe

It was zl=zo reported that the flood hod deposited some mud on the walls
of the Southorn Scetion. This wos probably duc to the large amount of susp=
cnded eloy in theo flood wateors sottling as velocity deercascd,.

Burthor upstrecam, Scrpentine Flat wos covored with flood wafior to an
avorage depth of ©,5m, rcaching a depth of l.5m closcr to the hill on the
woestern side near the ontrance to Diggins Diggins (J37), and flood watcnms
woro flowing freocly next te the hillside bclow Scrpentinc. Obscrvations some
two wocks loter rovealed that flood woters wore cbout lm deop ot the northerm
(and” Lowor) cntranco to Scrpentine Cove(J72), ond must have flowed with somc
foreo, this cntrancc has collapscd complotely now. ' atcr also flowed into
Littlo Canyon Cowe and Diggins Diggins. -

A 1ittlo further dowmstrcam it oppoars thotl wotor hos flowed out of
d35, so fast in fact that small groviel has boen pushod out of tho cntronces
This could megan thot the connoctiom into Diggins Diggins is clearcd out, and
subscqueont investigotion off 435 has rovesloed the fleor tn bo an oxtromcly
unstoblc rockpilo, probably corresponding to thoe rock choke in the roof of
Diggins Diggins.

Upstroam, pnst Honnings Cove, where the river tokos o sharp bend (just
south of the volley betwcen Hennings Bluff and J98 Bluff)the river has chone—
god ite coursce At this point before the flood thore was on cbondonod chane
nol which waz scourcd out suffieciently during the flood to meke it the main
rivoer bod.

At the time of the flood thc crock cntoring tihec valloy was Elowing ot
about 3ml/day ~nd was sinking on contact with limcstonc. Subscquont invest-
igations suggest that tho water did rcach the Jenolan River, watcer was still
draining out of the grewel somc throc wucks lotobs
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JENOLLN FLOOD (cont).

In fact vor fow of the crocks on this cide of the velley actuslly ronch=—
od the Jonolon Riwver neros: the surfacc, thoy all sank on the contact.
Whether they moke thoir way into the limestonc here, or simply drain through
the alluvial fens into the vallcy fill io unecrtoin.

Where the Jeonolan River follows the costorn side of the walleoy opposite
the southcrn cond of J98 Bluff (ic oppeositc J67 delinc), the flood woters
changcd the coursc of thc river completoly. Trecs o & logs arc pilod up cvery-
where and gravel has beon streown ¢ll rounds The grass has boon covered with
up to 50cm of gravel, ond ot the southcrn oné of this ncwly formed grawcl fany
the flood hos gouged away many cubic motrcs of ercck bank.

This arca of gravel is now cxtremely porous and on 20JULTS, this growcl
was ob orbing the full flow of the river, about 6ml/day, (2.5 cusces). The
river rcappcarcd agoin somec 15m owoay ot the lower ond of this receocnt growel
fane

During the flood, Honnings Cave was visited, and 2 smell amount of runme—
ing watcr obscrved. This woter appearcd to originate from the woter trickiing
out. of thc moof. However the cave was not cntered to any groot depth, and
subscqucnt inv.stigotions hove shewn tht cave to contain lokos ond streams
for somc wocks oftor the flood. Aftcr about 4 wocks all tho wotor hod gonc,
rovenling that during the post flood flow in the cowe, two holes opcned up in
te floor, down which the crcck flowcd. This woold indicate that the po8sagos
undernceth Honnings Cave opencd up sufficiontly to ollow o flow of gravel
through thome.

During the flood the sink holes on tho flot at Wiburds werc ompty, but
wore full of wotor 2 wocks lotors. Theo flood wotors swephk cround both sides
of the "Big Rock" below the Wiburds Leoke Cave ontroncc, andcame within a fow
fect. of the on tronee to J56. However thore was no wot.r in this cawc, al-
though the flood was 1lm highor than the Floor of this eave only o couple of
mcires awoys

“

Wiburds lako Cawc (J92) was visitcd on tho day of the flood and some
intorcsting obscrvetions mpdc. Thope was no lake in the eave only o lorge
strocom flowing, in the order of 5ml/day. Part of this strcom was cmorging
from "Thc Riweor Scetion" north of Loke Chomberg the greater part coming
stroight from the J58 conncetion.

This stroom hod complctely fikled the sink on tho wostern wall of Lake
Chombier and was flowing down "22 Passagc®, ic to t. ¢ south cast, not to tho
wost. It is possible to ncgotinte "The Dyke" and continuc on. The porty
procectcd as far ns the boginning of the "Northwost Possage",; the only wotor
nbscrved wos o small trickle in the cntranec to this passago.

Somc wocks latur the Loke was up to its usual hoight (about 3m), but
fcll quiekly. Somc 6 wecks later the Loake hod gonc. lhen inspeeted at the
cnd of fugust only o swiftly flowing stmeom rém incd in Lake Chamber, and
this was sinking into the dig on thc westorn woll.
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Jonolan Flood (cnnt.,}-

The ond of '22 Passagce! contcined o loke with onc smoll stroom flowing
from. the rockpilc at the costerm ocnd of the lakc, ond anothor pouring from
the rockpilc at tho bottom of '"Yawning Gulcghos No. 2%,

The Flow Ratce

It is hord to cstimote the flow of the flood, but knowing the opproxi-
mote size of the cntohment arcc and the rainfall (58") o total volume of
wotcr con be ealculated.

I suspcct thot the figurc of 55" is not o truc rocord of the rainfall,
tduc moinly to the location of the rain suagce, ond that morc roin fell in the
following 36 hours. Tho roinfoll eould have be.n in cxccss of 7" on corly
Seturday morning.

The erossscetion of tho ercck which earricd watcr is between 40 and 50
squoare feot, ond if the fllow was 4 - 5 foot poer sceond; the flow could have
bocn in cxevas of 200 cusces (cbout. 490ML/day)e. The flow rato wes oxtromcly
difficult to mcasurc, duc mainly to the turbulancc. A log somo 20cm. thick
and 4m long wos tossed into the flnod wotcrs noar Wiburds Lokc Cave, ond wos
swopt awoy o8 if it wore o motehatick. My impreossion wos thot tho flow roto
was woll in cxocss of 5 fect per sceond, meking tho flow ot lonst 300 cusccm,

Ennﬂlgggons.

Qwerell the flood scona to hove hod o sigmifieont offect on the ecves om
tho westopn side of tlc vallcys. Horc o111 significeont coves howe somc ovid=—
cnee of romowal of £i11 insidc thc e~we to o lower lcwecl orf lovelis proeviously
unknowre

Without going into the thoorics onon undcrground river, this rcocund
cwideonece scems to point towards the cxidstonoce of an undcrground river systom
olthoush probobly substoneinlly fillod with: grovel if it docs coxiste.

A FEW WORDS FROM THE COMMITTEE.

There arc two resolutions of tho Committco that nro of genoral intcorest
to mcmbers of this Sociotys. Tho first pertoins to safoty of members on trips
ond the sceond to cove conscrvotion.

It has boon decided that o futurce roquiromont for trip leodor status is
that thoe applicant will bo the holder of o St. Johns Ambulance Fiest 4id
certificato or its cquivalent and that this cortifientc bo current. It is
olso requirod thot prosont $rip loadors bo in possceaion of such o cortificato
by Jeonunry 1976.

The sceond rosolution is thot smoking underground be brmnod os it is not
consistont with the gonerel conscrvotion of the cavoe. Noodloss to say, smoking
is rother unplensent to others in the ofton rostricted ond still cir of most
coves = ospocially if thoy ore non—smokers thomsclvos. T
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SUMMiRY OF SUSS TRIPS TO CLLLFDEN.

1948 = 1975.

The toble below shows the mumber of trips by the Sydncy University Spole—
onlogdicrl Socicty to the coves on tho sidcs of the Belubuls Rivor, St of Ornngo,
WSW,; ~nd populaxrly knowm os Cliofdon C-wes. This includes the first over trdp
to this arca by the spcloologicnl group in 1948. These figurcs were compiled
from by no mcons eomplotc rcecords of this wcocioty, including Trip Ropert filcs,
PFishor Libr-ry frchivos, SUSS Jnls, Nowslcticrs, Circulors on’ Yoor Bonks, ~nd
lastly, thu Minute Books of mc.tings of SUSS. The ~uthor would ~pprocicte ony
furthcr cludidotion on trips, particularly 1964 - 1969. Full copics of this
report, which contains roferconces ~nd sbetroets nrc held both by UNSWES ond in-
tho BUSS rocordse

Rs King.

T.BLL OI'" TRIP STLTISTICS.

Yoo  No Trips Yoor No Trips Yoor  No Trips
1946 1 1957 2+ : 1966 Q
1949 Hi 1958 3 1967 Hi
1950 0 1959 2 1968 6+
1951 1+ 1960 1+ 1969 L4+
1952 O+ 1961 1+ 1970 4
1953 1++ 1962 1+ 1971 5
1954 2+ 1963 0 1972 2
1955 O+ 1964 O+ 1973 5
1956 0 1965 O« 1974 T
' 1975 4

TOT,L = 49 Trips
Key
blomke = ood reforcncos nnd rocords ovolloble
+ - rensoncble records nveilnblo
4+ = very scrnty rocords. Numboer showm is o minimum fijurce from the reforcnces|
i - no reeopds ovoliloble.

CLIGFDEN = 4,5,6th October 1975

G. Smithe.

UNSWSS trip; G. Potterson (TL), Holen 7 (UNSHSS), G. Smith, I. & G. Hopkins,
E. Crobb (SUSS)y Jey Dey Hay Nay Crobb (V's),

The Hopkins, onc Crobb and mysclf arrived st Clicf ocn sbout T.30°m on:
Soturday and roccd into the housc for Yreckfost. Thon sct out for thoe Dunhills
te oot the koy to CL1 wvhich Gerry s-id he could rcucnmbors Lftcr speoRing to Hrs.
Dunh ill we thon -sct out to locotc this cove = it took 25 hours - finally aftcr
Giving up we Jjust hopponed to find o rubbish pit which sowen clue to tho troe wo
were loocking for.
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Clicfdon (cont),

3% hours werc then spent in scuing Clicfdeon Mo in protty thorouchly, ~lthough
Itve bo.n told we misscd the bezt port (Holictite Hnll) ~nd 4id not: £ind tho -
lowcr chtironcc.

Theat nicht Bvalt ond family oroived ond proccuiu\ t intcrrupt our much
no. ¢l slecpe Howev . r we were coving by 9.000m next dry in Tronsmiss ion ond
Horcombo Cowes, returning fron HﬁTLudb, tn meot Grocme Pe ond Holon who hf
orrived onrlicr ond spent o fou hours dipgoing above Tronsnission.

Gracme -~nd Helon stoyod to survoy o sunll cove whilo the rost roturncd to
the housc for tco. Somc thon 8ot off to nttcopt to find some now cnves by
tconperoture ~momalics which were npprrent ot various plnoece on the hill (only one
crey digcing prospoct wos found). Thot nicht sow spclco type pscude diseussion
toke ploeoc until o1l rotirod.

Nondoy = tho Crabbe sct off for -~ w-lk to the island while the Hopkins wunt
digging on the hill to tho west of the housc. No succcsze Grocme ond I went
lnoking for ~ eowe which hal to be surveycd. Helen went lonking for on cxtrcholy
woll hidden but blatontly obvious eove (CL75??)« Survcy completed wo returncd
tothe housc to got some lunch ond pock upe Aftcr lunch the Crobbs lcft for
home, Grocme mnd Helon wont surfrec trogging while Jenny, Gorry ~nd mysclf rot-
urncd tn Tronsmission ¥lat to collcet some inscets = surfocce forms only.

Tho goneral opinion wos thot it wos o ood weckehd ond worth ropenting.
Thonks to UNSHSS for their hospitality.

SCMG OBSERVATIONS ON THE LIMESTONE ARE/.S AROUND B.LTHURST. H.S5.l.

Tony fustine

Lost mupust Cothy and I decidoed 4o tako 2 weck's holidoy in the Bathurst
oren os noither of us wore porticulorly familicr with the countsy to the west
of Lithgows Heedloss to soy we took thoe dircet route from Synecy, vio Noweastlc,
Singlcton, Merriwo, Cossilis ond thus to Gulpgong ond Mudgce. This port of the -
trip wos rocsonobly stroicht forcward, sove for the fact thot we ncoxrly romoved
the now cxhoust systom from my M.G.Be on tho smoonth coundry ronds which blosa
this prrt of our stotce The first limcstonc of tho Jjourncy wos sightoed botwoon
Mudgee nnd Cudgopongs We crossed a sonll cercck = nced I add called Limestome
Crock— mnd noticed o fow old buildings modo fron whad cppoorel to be roush
hovm lincetonc blncks. Thore were fow korst feoturcs so we moved ome. I might
ndd that therc is 2 small towm ncorby colled 'Limestonc' and the Kendos quorrics
ore noeor bys Vo BontlnuLL on to Bathurst vir Ilford, Sofnla and Kclso.

The next nren of intercst wos [borerombic Crwves to the south., The oxch
is fontostic = by for supcrior to thoe Grond Lrch ot J.C. or thce Gleory Holo -
at Yogbye Thoe coves off the [Lrch wore well prescnicd but not perticulorly
gpecetooculor in thomsclves. The Guide was very friendly ond most informotivo
chout tho coves and the spoloologicol work going on in the arcc. He nontioncd
to us thot thorc wos limcstonco ot Cow Flat ond Georges Plains though ho hod not
monagoed $0 closoly inspoet cither doposit. Cont. Pogo 179.
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JENOLAN 8-9NOVT5.

B . R. ?'Iclchi

Duc to university cxmms, I wos the only mcmber of S5.U.S.3. therc.
Saturdey wns spent scoing Mre Tullet ( Monsgor, Cowves Housc. ), Mr Cullcy
(Scnior Guidc), ~ttonding the J.C.HiA.F.5. Committoc Mocting, dining ot
Caves Housc ond then attending the J.C.H.h.P.S. General Mecting.

On Sunday I boshed thot port of the hillside which runs frem cbove
Wombats Rotront (J139) up to Twin Shafts (J200(. o now coves werc locatol,
however I 2id sight Cubby Hele Cowe. This Cove is reoclly o small room. dov—
olopcd insidc the bouldccs next to Twin Shofts, the cntroncce being cbout 5m
dowm the elifffaec.

I 2leo gtorted on o systoenitic scorch of Mommoth Bluff for c-ves ond
complcted the southern cnde Opc new cnve was loented but not cntered (I wns
by mysclf). This cove is locoted up the volley between Mommoth and South [
Mommoth: Bluffs, somc 15m obove the velloy floor. A smcll cntronce sccms to
leod 4o o chambeor about 5m x 3m, and sloping wostwords.

Lfter roporting to the puides, I motorcd offf homc.

JENOLAN 15-16NOVT5.

Bs. Re Woclche
Preoscnt: B. Wolgh, G. Cox. (m'z).

The purposc of this trip wos to eollcet snnplcs of ~lgnc from Honnings
Covos ~nd to corry on the survey of tho coves ot Jonolon.

e looked into Littlc Canyon Cove (J59,60,61) on the way up the valleye
This is « most intcrosting cove ond whon vicwed with Diggins Diggins (JI37)
-nd Scrpentine (J72/125), thc wholc systcm id probably the most importent
betweon Homnoth Cove ond Wiburds Loke Coves

The Wibicon Dig in Littlc Canyon Cove wos full of gmovel agein, probobly:
a8 o reault of the flood (21JUNT5). 4 sncked inseription on the weoll in the
firat chombor scums to roa’ TCINKIN'! - could this bo tho lost Kincain Cov.?

I think this worth furthcer study.

On reoching Wiburds bluff we decided to hop into Wiburds Leoke Cowe for

o fow minutcs to look ot the woter lovels. There wasthe usunl stroon flowing
in Lokoe Chpmber, most of which wos sinking in thosc digs in the western wall,
however o smell anount was continuing down towards Y22 Possogc'e The big
surprisc wos ~ lorge stroom (eould hove boen os lorge os 1 cusce) flowing oult
Erom undcr thc dykc down '22 Poscoge! olsoe This flow looked to us to bo
_lorger then the cmount of water sinking in Loke Chomber, tinec we had sonc
flourcsd@inc storcd in the cave we thought it might be an iden to Cunp somc
into the pools whorc the watcer wos sinking in Loke Chomber, 1o scu if it come
out under the dykc. UWe waited, but no colouration, thc rco on we werc to
find when wo ducked under the Dykc. There wos only ~bout 20cn of nsirspocc
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JENOLAN (cont).

under tho. dyleo, but on tho othor side was o huge lokey strotching all the woy

to thc entronec t: NW possage (ic. the bottom of the mudslope) whoere the posse
age sunped o mplictoly. At this point tho wotor woe weory decp = I didn't

think thoe grodicnt wos so stoop from the Dyke to tho beginning of HW passapcs

We tricd to ovaluate the signifieonce nf thesc eobscrvations ond we enme
to the eonclusion that noybe the Loke Chemb r lske is not enouscd by the woter
coming in froh the n.rthcrn cnd of Loke Chombeor, but rathcer from this lorgor
strcam which must comc from the W possagc.

The noxt quostion is wherc docs this wotcr come from? Coull it be the
overflow from the Under round Riwer? I n~m not proposing this oz o theory, but
it is on interesting possibility. Onec the eopoecity of the Underground River
is cxcoc’ed then it enuscs woter to flow down tho dry crock bed of the Jenolonm
River ond whon tho watcr backs up in the Undorground River, it then flows out
into the grovel vis Wiburds Loke Cowve? INtcoresting pOssibility.

Afscr swimming around in WLC we wore chilled to the bonc, snd it was do=
cided thot wo worc too cold and tircd to cttompt ony surveying, sc we storod
the surveying gear in J57 ond wolked bock to thoe compsito.

sunday morning saw us up on Wiburds Bluff ngoin ond we surveyced J100.
This is n fissurc typc cave nbout 15m up the hillegide, just ncor J57. A mossy
cntrance lcnds to o 3m drop into o narrow possoge 6m longe I doubt if the
cove holds ony ronl prospocts = it scoms to have bhoon forme when o lorge
block moved rcwoy fron the hillsido, oponing up this fiswurc. Bouldcrs have
£rllon into the fissurc and jommcd, forming tho pros.nt Roof of the covo.

The noxt cove to be surveyed wos J57, ond Guy czowled ing but docided
cbanton th ¢ survey when it wos found thot this coawe wnsinhobited by o wombnte
J56 was then surveyed, this enve is located only nbout 5nm northwest of the Big
Rogk nt flot lov 1, in tho inovitoblo nettlo potch. A norrow cntronce londs
tn o encll chomber which is developed in rockfrll, By erawling into this rock-
pilc o streom eould be sccn 2m bolow flowing in -~ westerly dircettien (dc
into tho hillsido}, but the rockpilc is ton tight to nllow oaceccss to the |
stroom. Subscgucnt obscrvations suggestt thot this stre-m iz next scoen in J58
ond ultinctcly cnds up tin WLC.

After surveying J56 wo commencod the survey of J202 but we deeided not
to go chond with it whon wo noticed thnt o heolc in the floor socmod to opon
out into o foily lorge chombor below. Somc time wos spont trying to cnlerge

tho heolc, but without succcss = onc rock blocks thoe w.y.

e nadc our wny beck to the ermpsitc, stopping ot Hommings Cov. (J39/76/
"T7) to collcet the elgny sompleos. 4Aftcr roporting to the guidos we spod homc.

JENOLAN 22-23NCOVT5.

~f surfoit of surveyinge
Prcscnt: B. Welck(TL), R. king, P. Ccmpbell, M. H-ndel, T&B fustih, P. Kirby,

B.R.lclch.

SUSS Bull 15(8):174



JENOL.X (cont).
D. Coles (m's), L Henncss (P), Chuck (V).

Rondell inspceted the Southern Limcstonc on Friday (sce sepnrato roport) :
whilc somc of thc others perfoeted SRT techniques with Gibbs sscendaers on the
Honmoth piteh.

On the Soturdsy morning thro. scporate survoy portics woere bricfod nnd
d spotcheds ERrndoll netod os guide for Peter ond Liscttc who wero to survey
crves down in the gorge; ond Brucc nctcd as guidce for Molcolm and Pruc around
tho 2crpontine Bluff. It wns found that the 585 surfoee mop wos frirly in-
aecurcte in its loention of the eoves in the arcn.

Prosuntly Bond~ll strolled up ond did o spot of survoying intho ncttlos
thon Bruecc ond R-ndall pushed on up to Wiburds Bluff. Whilst surveying J73
Brucc pushcd 'a possoge that docsn't go' and found sonc further prsscge
which cnded in o tight 2lft londing dowmn for scmo eight or so moctres.

Howcver o rock prrt woy down prevents ony further progress. L strong
drought wos noticed coming out of the north cnd of the cove and Jisoppearing
into the southcrn ond (i:. down the rift pushed by Brucc). Rondall -~nd Bruce
spent the rceest of the aftcrnoor surveying ond investig-ting ceoves in the
Wiburds arcn(scc scparatc report).

When overyonc gothercd back ot thoe compsite onch survey porty hod somo=—
thing intcrcesting to rceport. Maleolm had pulled o fow rocks out of the end
of = sh sllow crve ond disenverod o very well decorstod chomber ~bout 30m
long. It nppcors thot the cxistonco of this chomber whs not proviously known,
-nd it wos deeided to kecp the locntion quict until conservetion could be
eonsidcrcd,

Wihilst surveying The Verondab(J172), Pcter ond Liscttc nnticod the
signoturcs of Wiburds ond Edwards, 1884; quite on intercsting find, Semo
people hall o hurricd dinner then sct off for the guides offiec, wheore cr mect
thrce guides = E. Holland, J. Collaghon, and Potor)?), ond walked up to “pider
Cove for o tourist typw trip. The guides found tho enve most intoresting,
notiecing some growt.s en the wall which might be oroponitey throe speeics of
specdor ~nd somo fossils in the limostonc.

On Sundny morning the surv.y partics were zgnin bricfed. Molcolm ond
Pruc sut out 1o survey the cove they discovercd the doy beforce Rondall and
Pctor surveyed caves nround the Carlotta srch arcn; and Bruce, Tony, Duncan,
~nd Chuck worc to survey the eaves in the nrco below Dreamtimc Cowve (J142).

Lggodn it wos found thot the surfoee mop wos not helpful ond aftor boshing
throush the nettlos,; climbing cliffscte.,; it wos found thot nest of the crowos
in the orcen werc not worth surveying (0.5m overhongs)e. Then this porty had
finishod, there was o guick trip to Hoemnings Cove.

Covies survoycd 22-23H00V75.
J33,J36, J73, T114, J115, J116, J124, J13§, J143, J152, J153, J155, J158,
J159, J169, J1T71, J172, J173, J177, J175, J183, J232,

Coves Doomed not worth surveying: J38, J66, J135, J141, J144, J217, J228.
otal No, of Coves., = 29. Hot Bald, congrotulctions to -1l mcmbors of trip.
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JENOL/N 29NOVT5 = 2DECT5.

Ban HLIEI].
-Report of work corricd out.—

Prc.cnt: B. ¥cleh (TL), S. Bunton, G. Smith, P. Ccmpbcll, M. Hondel, S. Lorson,
D’o CI'CL.-[-I., Ja H:HDS, D. Tmﬁy, SI EJ‘.“'rWn, D- Sl?!ii‘-h.

i tuiels trip into Mrmmoth Coveon Friday night to look at woter lovels
wne undortnkon with Steve Bunton lending, ond this sct the pnec for the wockend.

On Saturdoy morning Bruecce snd Petor went off up to the Southern Limcsteonc
to lonk i o e~wve roported by puides Collogheon and Olivors  Wo woro tnld by tho
puides thet this eowe wos vory tight ond thoy eonsiderced thet o smollor porson
mizght hove o beticr chonec of gotting in.

The enve is loentod obout lkm up the valloy, ncor Bottoml.ss Pit (J23),n
short distrnec up the mnst castorn of th. two ercuks, ond some 15m up the hill-
sidc. The centronce is in the form of o rift npon %o the surfncc, therc being
two moin holos. Both drop down o fow notres to on carth floor, howover the lowoer
of thc two helcs is too ungtable to cllow cntry with safetys. The upper cntronec
is morc stnblc and thoe rift wos descended to o dopth of some 8m. Up to this
point the rifit is about 043 = 0.4m wide with somo cnve corndl on the woalls. Lk
the 8m lovel somc roeks ~rc jommed in the rift, forming o floor in plocces. The
rift sidc stops herc proventing ony further desecent, but it is possible to soe
down o further 8 or sn metres,norrowing tow-rds the bottom with rocks jommed in
the rift ot mony peoints. The dcopth is something groctor thom con bo scon, ond
rocks droppcd down htc rift rattlc for somce time, suggesting thot the total
deoth of the enve is in the oxrder of 20 notros.

On our rcturn to M¥o.3 Com Pork we noticoeld o holc nt tho bosc of the biuff
which corrcsponds cles.ly to whore J45 is loented on the 388 surfrco nops; how—
cver we couwld not soo o tog ond did not hove timc 4o invostipgntc tho cove.

Whilst Brucc and Poter wore up in the Southorn Limeostono; the survey of
Honry's Holc (J134) was eommencod under the lendorship of Stove Bunton. This
gove is prodeopinstcly vertiesl ond hos pgood potontinle. In foet; whilst survey-
ing the cav., thc party :ound ot lcast twice ns much covg as wos shown on the
skotch mep donc by J. Tumce on 20/11/71 (2J134.5U81). “or this rcowon the
survey of the eove will Liswe to be completed on o subscquent vwockond. I focl
thot th is eove hos not reecived sufficiont ottontion, cspeeinlly whon its 7
locotinn is vicwed in tho overzll hydrological poattorn ot jonolone The cove is
located not far north of the cnd of the Teourist Coviosy nand Henrics Holo eould
provide theo solution to wherce the wotor in Water Covern (in Jubiloe Cove) comes
from. The survey porty ccrtainly did well to push the survey of this eove os
for oz thoy did, in foot we saw vory little of them the whole wockend, with some
surveyin: donc on Scturlcoy nights.

inother survey porty under the leond. rship of Groeme Smith pushed the survey
of Honnings Cove much further to completion. Agning nmuch time wos spont not only
during the € y, but nlso Scturdoy ond Bundoy night. Grocme is studying vhe bird
lifc of thc Jeneolen aren, ond this projcet is progrossing slovlye
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Jenolon (cont).

4iftor roturning from the Southorn Limcstonc, Brugc ~nd Pecior commoncod tho
survcy of Oastorct Cave (J51), which Brucc ond Dove Crocd eompleted on Sunds
morning. The passoge floor detail hos ot to be donc, nmdl this will be eombinod
with o photogrnphic trip to colloct phntographs for the Nerthern Limostonc Booke

Bushrongers Cove (J69=T1) ~nd J120-123 wore visited and crrors in 2J69.5USl
notods  fLbout ~n Hour wne spont looking for J44 (locotod somcwherc on Dwyer
Blufi) but without succcss, onc tcnds to suspcet thot it moy notoxiste We hod
hapod to survey this cove, but this idces wos cbondonced whon we foilel o locnte
the enve. Howover we €id locote o ecove documonted ond surveycd by John Dunklcy
=t the beginning of the yonr,leoention of which we wore nnt surc, honece it is
not tosoel. '

Grocmo took - breck from surveying to do o quick trip into Mommoth Cove,
ngodin looking ot wotcr levels, lower river wos still quitc highe.

By Sundry night there wore only four mombers loft ot donolony Bruce, Groomo,
ond two othurs, so on Mondoy morning we split into twe portics. Grocme wont to
his surveying in Hunnings ~nd Brucc wont down to look for J108. On the woy bonos
removed from Spidcr Cove for identificotion werce t-kon brck to the cove, howover
dus +n lack of timc the eont-in.rs woere left only o short dist-nec insicde the cowo,
o trip in the futurc will movc the boncs hack into the lowcst chomber, =nd the
Dinse skull will clso be tokon bock into tho crvice.

LEtor spending obout an hour, 6 dnys beforo, locking for J108 we come to
the conclusion that the SSS surfocc noo was inaccurate, and woe were tharcforce
locking in the wrong oloec. So this time wo storted boshing thoe hillside south
af Glass Covey ond monoged to £ind J109, but no J108. e spent s:me 3 hours
looking ond in hot wenthor that is no joko, I foul that the S35 surfoco nep
nccds to . be rovised ond the eaves placed o littlc morc cccuratcly on ite SQuite
o job I know, but whot is tho Hurposc of t-gping o eowo if thore is no woy of
locoting it, 7. .

80 rnlos, snothor cnve which we werc uncblc to survey. HWe thon moved up to
Mommoth Bluff te survey » cove locaped by Bruco on 91H0V7S5. To our surprisc this
cove turncd out to be guite rcasonnblc, "nd would reguire o forcstry composs
survey rother thon the suunte and tape trevorsce thot we hod thougkt noccssorye
A short distonec inside the cntronce the initinds 'LAT FW 91' woro ncnty scroatched
into the old flowstonce ond this sugpcsts thot the cnve woe 2iscovercl by corly
cxplorors in the lnst contury. They hod 'rumoved! quitc o bit of formntion to
rcogh the hower chomber, but the doeorntion ot the bottom wos not bod. I suspocth
that thiis eove ¥os not bocn visited durin: this contury or ot lcost mok ciakbo
the spcloologicel socicty wos formod, moinly dur 4o the over rown noturc of the
cntronec and the fret thot o eove hos nover boon roported tn oxist in this nrong
its not the sort of covi. which onc would loosc.

Aftor roturning to sylnoy for -~ SU35 Committoce Mccting, Moleolm ond Bruce
rotupnod on Monday night ond commenced the survey »f this cove on Mommoth Bluff,
On couplotinm wo noved up to J69=T1 ~ad surveycd the scrpentincous pespagos in
this cave. Thoe wall ond floor detnil on2J69. SUSL were corrcctoed ~nd supplomontode
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Jenolon (cont).

Thore c~ppenr to be two diffcrcnt tipes of birds nesting in the ¢ ve, ~nd wo werc
surprisc? to x ind thot thore wos o pocket of worm cir aleng the roof, vhich
cxploine the rocont bot gu-ne we netice’ in the cove. I howve not hoard of nyonc
acturlly sc.ing bots in this cove = it night be soncthing to look for.

LSS wore ot Jonolon ~nd vory kindly roported on the woter lovels in Uiburds
Loke Cove. Lppnrently thorce wns no stroemm trickling into ccch cnd of the Gulchoes
This scoms to be the state of cquilibrium which the cove ofitcn rcochos on num~
crous occosions sinece thoe fleod of 21 JUNTS5. The water levels in Maiden Cove
wore n~lso up, rnd thorc wie somo ovil ncc to suggest that they hod bocn cven
hi;'_,'h'l._rl' .

Four coves wedce surveyed on this wockond, s well as continuod surverying of
tun nth.rs. Cove degeriptions were nlso writtocn for -~ nunbor of coves.

JENOL/J 30-32/8/75.
G. Smithe

Prosents G. Smith (TL), B. Welch, S. Bunton (M), Be Cleaver (P), S. ihontloy,
D. Synnott (UN SUSS), J. Hoyos (StGACT).

shortly beforc loaving on Friday nicht the stortor motor on my cnr rofus-
el to function, so Stove, Brynn ~nd Juli pushed me to Jomolon (well sort of).
Stove Y. ond Cerrick hod alre~dy orrived but we "triod" not to w-kc thom
on gur ~rrival ot 3.00mrm. Lt some ungnlly hour noxt morning Brucc ~rrived
onil aftor o short discussion sbout hydrologicsl phonomons at Jonolon since
tho jreot flood, he ~nd Bryon sot off to survey o smcll enve before bruckfost.
4t obout 9.300m we oll wolkoed inte Jomelan to sco the guides with the permit,
Druce sove o bricf worbol intzoduction to Derrick and Steve on the arcce.

Ron Newbolt suggcsted Bruce spenk to (nome unknown) ~bout somc c~ves in
the Southern Linmcstonc ~nd so we split up. He (whocvor) wans not ot homo so
Brucc rcturnce to Hommoth just os wo werce lonving for Homnings. On tho woy
Wwe stopped tn have o laok ~t somc smoll holes Weside the track. Hore Bryrn,
Jteve Be, Judi ond mysclf enntinuced to Hennings ~nd eomolcted somo morc of the
survey throuch the Wet Siphon -nd on till the tcrmina} chomber — 11 CRG 6
(t ¢ old systcm) - NOT o comfotoble tnsk.

Mecnwhilic Bruce ~lmost sucgocded in beeoming o permnnent fixture in the
sncll eswe he voa dicging when he romoved o rock which wos holding up the roof
no priges for jucssing the cnsuing comments. Thoy (BW,SW, DS) thon cont-
inucd to Wiburds Bluff laooking ~t Hennings cntronce ote.; on the woys

Bvcrbody returned tn comp after dexls ~nd hod ton ond wont to bed corly.
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Oticc nooin Bruec -nd Brynon showod their ctthusinsm by sctiing off tn continuc
surveying the Dovils Conch Housc drogging Stove We and Derrick olong. Thoy
returned obout 1.000m.

Brucc ncxt aorning mentioncd sonc intorosting watcer movement in Vib urds
Lokc Coves Aftor brorkfost Stove B., Bryon ond Judi dosconded into southorn.
M mmoth (lower river still being floodcd)s Stove thinks thot somc small rpifh
passnges have suddenly apporred but his momory of this scction is hogy ond he
would likec o morc cequonted person to toke o look.

Bruec, Stove U, Derrick ~nd mysclf rcturncd to Hennings to-ottompt to
comploto the tcrminsl chamber survey but time ron out os we had stoppod for
o photogrophy scsaion in o side chembor, os well as looking ot two holos which
hod suddonly appenred in the woter coursc in Henmmings two wecks ofter the
flood. On the woy home we stopped at the puides officc to complote the books
Thon pushed the ear home vin Hompton ( if you think i smart to pork your cor
on the top of = hill so you con 'eclutch=stort' it moke surc no—onc can pork
in front of youl!)

Somc Obscrvotions on the Limcstonc in tho Bothurst frco: Continucd from Pp 172

Wo lator attomptod to find the limestonc at thesc placcs for oursclves but had

no luck ot oll.e I undcrstand thot thore arc commorcinl lime guorrics on both
sitos but thoy must have thom well concooled as we found no tracc of cithor of
thome Cow Flat is quitc hilly with donsc bush meking it difficult to got o

good. overvicw of tho arcn wercas Georges Pleins is rathor flat ond open so that
the limcstonc muct just breock the surfoce much as it doos at Lilydale in Viectorio.

Uishing to scc somc decent covenous limestonc oagnin we thon mode o quick
trip to rovisit Clicfden. Rondall had the troops thore doing somo surfoco
trogoing ond somc surveying so we piked out ond cxplored the old baritc minc
instcad = its quitc intcrosting though rother unstable nowe On the return trip
to Bathurst that aftornmoon wo stopped to sco Corcoor = which is boing rostorcod
ag on historiec sitc.

The noext limestonc visitod wons ot Limckilns on the way back to Sofalcz.
The limcstonc is visiblc over o widc orco — outcropping in bluffs ocbove the
crock and as isoloted higher arcas in the middlc of ficlds. Ncodless to -
it cll lay on privote proporty ond sigms to that cffcct abounded. By the woy
the trip to Hill End is definitcly worth tho offort. The arca is under National
Parks ond Wildlifo control =nd they arc doing a first eless job in rcatoring the
orca to its originnl stotc. The aren overlics linestone, I belicve, but it is
not visiblc,

The finel oren visited was the Molong - Wellington regions The drive fron
Orenge to Wollington is guorantecd to kcep the ovorage spelco wide awake and
drooldng as the outcropping limcstonc strotchos as for as the cye can sce. There
arc litcrally acres and occrca of nothing but bare rock. The coves (there arc
two open to tourists) at Ucllington orc worth the visit - they crc not porticul-
arly wcll decornted but are different from thot usually scen ot J.C. and Bungonice
The arca is well lookcd anfter ond the Guide wos vory plcasant and co—oporativo.
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