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PRESIDENTS REPORT _1975/76,
RANDALL KING

‘It is a pleasure to be writing this 274h Annual Presidents Raapurt, on a
plane, en route to Pori Horesn:q}r for tha. 1976 New: Guinea Expedition, .. During
the last yenr SUSS has -revived to become possibly the most active Sﬁnle'ty in
.A.uatrai:l.aa This is due %o the almost comolete dedication of mahy members ,and,
especially, those on the Commilttee. Ciben the results of work may initially
be intangible, but taken cumilatively, these add $o an incredible amount of
documentation and research.

To mention all of the credita and projects could not be done in this short
a space; but it is appropriate 1o mention some of the majir accomplishments.
Firstly, the Jenolan Bock. At the begimminiz of 1975 the situation of the
dooumention of the Northern Limestone was basically an haphazard ocllection of
25 years of maps, and a few. individuals carrying their lmowledze of the area
in their heads. The projeci of a book on the area, which had been a dream of
SUSS cavers for mauy years, wa3z Tfar from ever besoming a reality.  Little needs
to be said about the iremend-us am~unt of time, energy, and herd work and over
50:field tripe,. whish has followed the reinitiation of this project. The
results will spesk for themselves when the book iz published. in the next few
months,bub I-am svre it will jusiify the claimof +he highess guality:
speleological publication in Aus “.alla, continuing in the traditicn of the
Mammoth Booke Iui while wo are involved so f‘u.'!.]j with this project; I hope that
it is kept in mind “that caving cp speleclogy in any avea doesn®% have to be
Justified by a beokrvo be valuable.

The other major facey of which we can be duly proud is the vast improvement
in the.size and q.lal._'l;y ef’ the SU03S Bulletin, which reached ovei 200 pages for
the Jasb volume: Il.rﬁ‘heﬁ't cver in this Socielies history, To all those who have
been involved in wriiing, editing, {yping; priniing, collating and addressing
I exisnd cur heariy thanks .-..rt""uu hasmi w'trirn and hops thal asa;.::‘;anaa can
ﬂon‘tinuﬁ 1o be provided in these areas in the Tutura.

And in what dimection 4 SJSS heading? Of coursz, being a University
society providos n climent of change that has buth advm riages and disadvantages,
o pr.hmc._“y i:*porm,.-f‘a in’ this regard i -the ~ontinuing n.'va,.mmg and
enccuragement of new merhers oo a3 o provida the é:me sise in a few years time.
I also hope “ha’i tha intaainb sar: ng trips of late are kept up; %this is vital
to trodden- .}_, mpeﬂ'cv*"e and 2ocial ocntacts of the caving fraternity. Lastly,
a plea Tor toleranco, 2id ‘idea, ma.a'”.,,,r rejecied cut of hand in the pgst,
may in néw: hands cume t* f muition, and Bhﬂu..‘.i net be sceptically avoided,

Gosd vk o Guy no new ."“‘Eluid@ﬂbg and the reat of the Committee;
I hepe the; are glyven “m stpport neeled Yo function effectis elys
| e Ha.gran
1/8/16,

aM.amaam’aiﬁaﬁam&maﬁmmm&:@mwﬁm&mmm&amaﬁammmmmm
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TRIP REPORT ; JENOLAN 30 JUIL— 1 AUGTE
Preseut: B, Welch (TL), Guy Cox,; Kathy Handel, Paul Greenfield.

Activities of the weekend were:- Maiden Cave.~ dooumentative photography.
~ Southern limestcne- familiarization.
~Spider Cave- further assessment of the plan

for track marking,

The whole weekeng was a joint trip with MSS ,and a mcre co-operative and
informative weekend would be hard to find., I feel that it is only with such
superb inter-society co-operation that speleology at Jenolan will advanoe.

The weekend started with a trip into Maiden Cave( discovered by MSS in
1975) on which several members of both MSS and SUSS took photographs. The
aim of the photography was to provide a photographic record of the cave,
somethig which is lacking for most caves; and one of the most documentative
procedures which show.d be encouraged.

After strolling down the valley, looking at the upper and lower entrance:
to Serpentine Cave( J125 and JT2 respectively), we all set off to have a look
at a cave that Ken Keok( MSS ) lmew. WE walked dcwn the valley discussing
various caves on the way; of course a visit to Naked Lady Cave (J103) was
made to view the naked lady carving.

Ken found the cave he was telling us about with no trouble at all, despiss
the fact that it had been several years since he had last visited it. Guy
and Bruoce wriggled inside and the cave was just as Ken had desoribed it -
just one small chamber, However; the most interesting thing about the cave
was the historical signatures seen on the wall, These read: Wiburd 1910,Vos
1886, Brown and Yard 191871925,

The oave is located on the same side of the creek as J45 but further
downstream and a little higher. The cave will be fully dvcumented on a fubur:
weekend.

On Sunday, all went to Spider Cave. There were itwc main purposes:-—
firstly to have a look at the new inner sections with a view to working out
track marking requirements, in preparation for the weekend 14-15AUGT6. Seconcl
the visit was an oportunity to show MSS the cave., Congratulations %o Derek
Peffer's wife, Marlene,; on getting through squeezes 1 and 2., All the other M::
members found the squeeze too tight; as well as Guy. Kathy, Paul and Bruce
pushed on through squeeze 3; the most difficult technically, and had a look =2
the rest of the cave. The muddy sump definitely has a small breezZe going
through it and is worthy of digging. This breeme is no where near the strengi:
of the gale which seems to be always passing through squeezes 1 and 2 and 3.

On leaving the cave it was snowing and hailing- rather exciting. DMost
of the snow melted as soon as it reached the ground, however on the Five Mile
Hill the snow lay about 2" thick.

Guy and Bruce were the last tc leave because they measured up the
entrance of J51 Casteret Cave.

Bruce Welche
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A VISIT TO THE DREADED QUARRY

Vinoce Morand.

On Sa-l:urd.a.y 18th September, seme members ef the Sydney University Geology
Society, myself included, went to inspeot the Marulan South limestone quarry.
Upon arriving at the head office late in the morning we were greeted Ly a ohap
with thiock glasses who was the man in ocharge of the quarry. He led us into the
office and gave us an introductory talk before showing us around the guarry.

We were told that recently SPC and APCM(A) had merged into the one company
BCSC, and this would mean a more efficient extraction of the limestone with
the northern and seuthern parts ef the quarry under the one ownershiy. This
fellow seemed t4 think that this would result in less friction between
- conservationists and quarry owners, but BCSC still plans te dig out 60 million
tons of limestene from the north wall of the gorge, This southernmost part
af the qurory is expected to operate fer another 25 years, The company plans
to tuild a large wall of mullock in the middle ef the gquarry, and will use
this to f£ill in the hole at the end of the 25 years, but they will need a
hell of a lq'l:. of mullock te i-eplace 65 million tens of limestone.

Becavse of the Shoalhaven water supply scheme; SPC had 0 btuild a gabian
wall tm stop silt frem the mulleck heaps reaching Barber's coreek and the
Shoalhaven, This gabian wall was made by putting rocks in oages and tmilding
a wall sut of them, and this acts as a dam for all the silt. This operation
cost a censiderable amount of money. The present mullock heaps also have to
be revegetated.

Our guide also tnld us that there had keen a lot of natural regrowth on
the soree slopes on the nerthern sides of the gorge, since the photo on the
‘office wall had been taken, When I locked at the soree slopes: later on the
cnly growth that I could see was in the smeunt of rocks on the slope. But
he also agreed that mining industries had gone tec far in many cases, but alse
that oonservaticnists oan go to extremes also("You can get radical
conservaticnists just like you get your radical mionists“{fﬂ

After this inspiring talk we Jeurneyed te the southern end of the quarry,
which is 2 miles frem the head office. We stopped on a point abeut 100 feet
above the lewest tench, from which there is a magnificent view acrmss the
gorge to Troy Walls, It was very windy here; and sc we didn't stay too leng
because the only way to aveid being blewn off the precipice was %¢ pick up a
heavy boulder tm weigh oneself downf or else be fat). I did however find a
small ocave here, a few inches wide end 10 or mere feet deep.

We then went back along the wide floer of the quarry to lcok at the jaw
orusher where there is a fine powder ceating en evar:,r-bhmg, despite regular
gpraying with water.

There is a large tower with fleedlights for nightwerk aitua.te& on a high
point to the east of the main central part eof the quarry. From.here cne can see
Just how huge the quarry is; even thoughithey kave only just soratched the
surface at this stage. ' - : At A :

The kiln was the next thing to succumb te eur detailed inspection. It is
a leng oylinder, 11 feet in diameter and 300 feet long, lined with bricks. It
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A Visit to the dreaded quarry :— (combinued)

was not cperating when Wwe were there, but it is always kept very hot, so that
when we looked into it from the igniting hole at one end, we could see red hot
rocks lyiig around witil fiames sweéping doross them; and the bricks lining the
kiln were glowing orange. We couldn't see more than about 30 feet down its
300 feot length becavse of the flames, - I'wonder what if's like when it's
turned cne*

The granite contact in the northern part of the quarry was next inspectez.
Here a mass of granodiocrite has intruded the limestcne and has reorystallised
it., There are masses of calci’e crystals arcund here, some as leng as two
inches. It was a geologists paradise, and the guide said we could stay there =
long as we liked. But it.was getting dangercusly close to lunchiime; sc we
picked uf a8 many orystals as we cuold and zapped over to Bungenia Caves for
lunch.

After lunch we visited some caves, Julia James having lent us some light:.
Dave Dickscn and I "¢ the only-ones who had been caving before, the cthers
were yet to 4aste the delights of the sublerranean world,. We had a leck at
the entrance 4o Hogans, and ‘hen the entrance 4o IDrum. Then ,of course, we
all went down the Grill Cave. Most of the grouvp get down to the horizontal
ladder, tut two decided %~ go hack to-the suvface after a while("How do you
get out of here anyway?). We assumed they would reach the surface. eventually
When we reached ihe horizantal ladder we fturned out the lights to show everyc::
how dark it is when there is no light; some people get a thrill cui.of this.
Then Dave Dickson and I went cdown %o the Crysial Pslace while everycne else
went back to the surlace.

By the time Dave and I got back to the cars, everyine else had packed up

gverything. We Toin remarked that this wes good planning on our paxd, and
we then all went on ovr mer:y way home.

mmﬂfILMKMUQWWMEQCMM&WWMM&W

TRIP REPORT~ JENOLAN - 13/14 NOVEMBIR 4976
Geology and Hydrolegy of the Northorn Lar Shons

Preasent: B, Welchs G, Coxes

Bs Ry Weleh

On arx_-iv:ing at Jemolam, Bruce atiended the. J.C.HeAcPo.S» Committeo
meeting while Guy did some geolegising in the Northern Limestcne. Dinner in
Caves House, 'and then <he ‘(eneral Mecting of J.CsHeAWP.Se

Sunday, being a superb day, was spent doing further work on the geology
of the Northern Limesione, scme hydrological observatiions were also made.
We progressed up the valleyio thmr end of the flat which runs north of J244
Watersend Cawvey and olimbed the hill at the end of this valley. Iunch and
a swim at Watersend Cave ; then back to Mammoth campsite via the top of
Wiburds Bluff and the Big Rift. A4 brief investigation of a proposed fault
at Spider Jave, ‘then up to the top of the hill behind the Rangers house, after

inspection of a reported fault at the south end of Playing Fields. We left
Jenolan at about Yom.
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MEMO FRON THE TREASURY

Tt has come to my attention thdt many trip leaders are not actively
colleoting trip fees, I would like tc remind all members (Full, Prospeotive,
Associate) that 4rip fees are as essential to the financial viability of this
society as membership fees. While the latter is generally intended to cover
the newsletter, ASF subscriptions and other obligations that the club as a
whole must face e.g. *he litrary and administraiions cosis, because of the
wide range in the levels of activity of the current membership it would be
‘unfair to impose an additional flat levy to cover the facilities used primarily
by active members.

Thus trip fees are tn be seen an independent levy designed %o fall
proportionally heavier on the most active members sc as to provide funds for
the materials and equipment necded for trips and special projects e.ge.ropes,
a first aid kit, conservation materials and surveying gear; which such pecple
use frequently. In other words,; the complaint that active members are always
paying them is redundant.

THERE ARE NO SOPT CPTICNSs IT we,as a sooiety, are to remain financially
resposible; we must rein in the exiravagance of the luxury of quietly
neglecting to collect %trip fees. It is solely the responsibility of the trip
leader to seec that all of the party contributes and it is not the respomsibility
of the Treasurer to hound trip leaders intc doing so, particularly when he
does not know all of the trips that have gone away.

Poter Winglee,

1 i 1 Y T U T Vi PR D P e e L L L B

ROPE CALLS
courtesy of L, Francis of Chillagoe Caving Club.

ON BELAY: belayer to climber— means "I am tied on, I am ready to protect you'".
UP ROPE: climber %o belayer-— meanstake in rope" (Note- do not say UP SLACK )
THAT'S ME: climber %o belayer— used if belayer is pulling t~o hard on the rope
or has Gaken in all the slacka.
CLIMB WHEN READY: belayer %o climber— means belay device is set up and operator
iz readyr 40 control rops or lifeline.
CLIMBING: climber to belayer— means "Get tc work belayery; I'm coming up".
SLACK: climber to belayer- used if climber wants to descend a short way to
follow ancther path and the lifeline is restricting him.
TIGHT ROPE: climber to belayer-- means “This is a tricky bit ; I might fall",
or "I'm off balance- FULL LIKE HELLY
If a climber can tell he is aboub to fall he can call oul"falling” - it's
so much tidier than AARrrrgggnhhtii It coafirms %o the belayer that it is a
fall and not a short diversion.
In shoriy, ROPE means lifeline up
BLACK means lifeline down.
CLIMB moans starting.

EEEEL‘EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE}JEEEEEEEE_‘.EBEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE—EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
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SHAKE _SMIDWICHES AND SOUTHERN _SURVEYING

Peteor Campbell.

Trip report 6-147/8/76 Jénolan, Peter Campball, Peter and Roberd Winglee and
his girlfriend whose name I apologise for forgetting, Rob Kay (SUSS UoKe),
Brendon Hyde; Piue Kirly; and Neil Montgomory. (not necesaarily in that order
; v Correction: Lizeilte Henesz waz alsc thare.
6/8/76 : :

. Most people drove but rmce again I zode from Ni. Victoria to Jenolan.
"I oan recommérd this as cne of the finest rides in NeSoHe A full moon over 1:-
historic 5 Mile Hill road is Quilec an experience, especially if there are no =z

1/8/76

A $rip in%o 313 (Mammoth Cave) Tor “rack markinz and photography in
Oolite Cavern; the track merking was a dismal failure owing io the untimely
demise of my ¥wist drill. The phobography was more rewarding wilh a view of <=
ceiling 20m, above. This 1s shale with some ? marble ™inlay'. I tried out c-
Olympus OM-2 hrre, and is capability for metering flash intensity was useful
8inoz it alloweé aperfures of f8 at 1015, thus providing plenty of depth of
field.. This camera, 2 elecircnic flashes, a slave unii, spave Tilmyond a sme_
tripod fit in an emmnition Tox with foam padding as well; a tribute to
miniturisaiion. '

8/8/76
The eveningy wasz speal at the Smoke Concexrt in +he Grand Areh, The loozl:
were out in forceas were inechriated bikies “rom all over N.S.W. I was
entertaining to walch the latferrisking inoineration by staggering around a
large bonfire; %o the sirains of Australian folksongs played by a local tush
band. Noel Rawlinson was hard at work making hiz infamous snake sandwiches,
and raising money fox JCHAPS,

9_,{8{?6 ' :

Surveying in Spider Cave (J174) in tha now sociion was combinued as was
digging in the new earth sump, wiich appears Yo be heeding vUpiards, just like
the first. A 1:1000 map of <he ner section I3 inoluded with “Shis report(to o
published in the noxi Bulletin- Ed.) My day was epon’ writing off a dig
opposite Serpeniine ILiuff; and ocxamining the sids cwecks in ‘the arca whioh ars=
to carry a permanen’ tricklic of water, Tu: zink bhefore they reach MNoKeon's crz

10/8/76 _

Surveying in the Souvhera Limesione wad to be commenced, btubt we; and
many of the localz bevams mysieslovaly ill from something we must have all es:z
We had definite ideas a3 %o wly we had this gasircentorilia, but for diplomat::
reagons felk thab no ore olze should be knoelegable of the cause. We howrists
in the ILwwan wlth paper lLags.

11/8/76

Purveying an far a3 the car park wes “completod”, oreek tazging in the
Southern limestone wee comploted(at least as far as we wind), ond surveying i
Spider Cave was Tinished tha’ niglht,

12/8/76

Surveying continued back dowr from the carpark to a permanent survey
gtaiion near Caves House, due <o gome wnfortunate circumstances. This was
using 2 foresiry compasses as theodolites to avoid magnotic anomaliss in +this
tuilt uwp area. We retwmed %o Sydney for an interesting SUSS meeting with Jul-
James showing slidez of New Zealand caves,

CONTIHNUED Y PAGE AT
SUSS Bull.(46(4):46



ON TRIPS TO MAMMOTH CAVE, JENOLAN

Abstract
A discussion as to the usefulness of trips into Mammoth Cave.

Bruce H., Welch

Mammoth Cave is perhaps the best sporting cave at Jenolan, and would
almost certainly be visited more often than any other non-tourist cave in the
area. Surely we must ask curselves— why so many trips into Mammoth Cave,
especially now that the Mammoth Book has been published. All too often trip
reports simply state “"Mammoth Cave was entered” or something similare. Are all
these trips, or even a majority of them,; sporting trips?=- perhapas not.

Mammoth Cave iz a complex and mystifying cave, ané it still holds its
greateat zsecret - the Woolly Rhinosceros. Perhaps the geal of every devoted
Jenolan speleo is to solve the mysteries (both hydrological and morphological)
of Mammoth Cave., Is this cave thu key to the whole Northern System? In an
attempt to develop theories on Mammoth Cave, speleos have spent many hpurs
g8imply wandering through the cave, with a watchful eye, perhaps discussing
a scallop mark or a sediment bank with a fellow caver; or committing a joint
controlled passage or a trickle of water to memory. Cavers come and go, but
the theories don't seem to be lost quite so easily. Some of the theories on
Mammoth Cave are 4o my knowledge 4th hand, so the numercus trips made by our
Predecessors havé not been in vain.

It takes a long time; involving many trips, and hours of thought and
argument, to get the"feel" of Mammoth Cave. Once one gets this feel, one knows
where to’ look for certain evidence $that will ultimately lead ¢ new - theories
or perhaps the answer to one or many of the numerovs problems ¢f the cave.

What I am trying %o say is {that one single trip into Mammoth Cawve does not
in itself achieve something concreie; tut combined with years of study a much
clearer view of the cave can be Tormulated. The policy of numerous trips into
Mammoth Cave may some day lead $o further diszcoveries and some answers as to
the nature of the hydrology and geomorphology of the cave.

Let us not forget that some of the groatest discoveries have been made hy
prospective members; . nd that new enthusiasm for some speleological project has
been generated by seemingly "lourisi® {trips into the cave. :

ADDAAAAADAAAMAAALAAAALAAAN ANMANAANAAS ABAAAADABMAANA BB BAANAAAAAAALAAANANSANANNAAAN

SNAKE SANDWICHES AND SOUTHEFY SURVEYING(oonso fron pd6)

1 i@g (6

Bruce and I weve the only ones %o return to Jenolsn and arrived early on
Friday morning. Surveying in <he Scuthern Limesione was completed just beyond
the river fork below J23 (Bottomless Pit) (using leap frogging)

1&@276
We byried a Macropod and then drove to the Liason Council meeting at
Dapto, then returning to Sydney.

NeBe Survey data to be published soon anyone who wants it sooner, see
Bruoe Welch.
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SOMET IME

1978

Wyanbene. Transport required.

FUTURE EVENTS

Randall King. phe 969 4543

Jenolan. Pruce Welche phe 929 0432,

Committee meeting. 9 Wyong Rd, mosman. T.30pme R, King

ASF- Conference. Canberra. Re King/ B. Welch

Bungonia.

Geoff Inmes. phe 525 48T1

Jenolane. Petor Campbell/ Bruce Welch.

Kanangra Canycns.

Tasmania. Junee— Florentine.

Kalang Canyon through the Waterfalls.

Randall Kil‘lg ®

New Zealand. Ta'takaf Mt. owen. G, Irmesf R, King,

Committes meeting.

ORIENTATION WEEK + SUS3 BSTALL
VOLUNTEEES NEEDEDssssso

SUSS Field Daye

Danai Brook Canyoning.

Avalon Head abseiling.

Maloolm Handel.

Bruce Welcha

NEW GUINEA EXPEDIT ICN=
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