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ENVIRCNMENT CFFICER'S REPCRI:

pevelopments in Bunponia State Recreatlon Area,

As yocu are probably aware, aweeping changes have already
sccurred at Bungonia and even more drastic changes are
proposed. The moat controversial of these, with arpguments

for and againrst, are as follows:-

1) Camping Fees.

FCR *help pay for maintenance of facllities,

e ——

#allow accurate estimate of the amount of overnight use.

AGATIMST

*maintenance costs exceed possible fee revenue anyway
(L2ands Dept. letter)

xestimates of overnight use can be done by a head count.

*not all will use facilities but all have tc vnay.

¥difficulties in collecting fees as many will be
elsewhere -~ caving, bushwalking, swimming, etc.

sdifficulty in proving who stayed overnight tecause of
late night and early morning arrivals and departures,

2) Facilities Now Provided-wWater, Kitchen, Showers, Toilets.

FOR *help to keep things (people and immediate envirenment)
clean.
#kitchen will help in times of tetal fire ban and can be
used in search and rescue exercises,
¥running water good since no natural water supply
readily avallable. :
sxproposed on-site Ranger's fut should allow the area
to be well looked after - a very good ldea but it
should be given higher priocrity.
AGATINST
*0 showers/? toilets per sex (no coarse jokes, please)

very inadequate for a large weekend "population",

#kitchen facilities (2 stoves only) are clearly inadequate,

xloss of social benefits of traditional campfire,
*pecause of the very limited kitchen facilities vprovided,
properly constructed fireplaces (+firewood) should be
provided arcund the camping area, at the ILookdown and
at Adem's Lookout (+ picnic tables at the lookouts),

- this should not cn .y ensure safety - but also ensure
protection for vegetiction from firewooed collection,

| 8USS Buill 204{3) ; 31



3) Total Fire Ban Belween December and March (possibly all year)
FCR *risk of fires during the Dec. - March danger period
15 considerably lessened.

AGAIMST
*everyone is forced to use the extremely inadequate

kitchen facilities (only 2 stoves + limited svace).
*during Search and Rescue practice anyone else will find
it very difficult to cock with the very limited

avallable facilities.

*restricts food, will need shorter cooking times,
*difficult o justify a fire ban in such a localised area-
especially onz which hasn't an extraordinarily high

fire dangecr.

4) C.R.G. Resiricted %o a Maximum of 250 at 3&4R Practices
EQE *area can't comfortably accomodate any more.
AGAINST
*important that all interested speleos (not just 250)
gain some ~xpertise in 5 & R techniques.
*previously, the area has had over 1,500 people in the

one weekend. (Aug. '73. (pen W'end)

There are certainly other arguments - both for and
against - which can bhe raised; however the above points should
provide a soliid basis for informed discussion and allow you

to form your owr opinion on these issues.

ENVIRCNMERT (FFICER'S RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CCNSEIVATICN AND

SAFETY TN BUNGONIA S,.R.A.

1. Cave Conservvation.

#Qdysecey and Thoenix Caves be kept gated - for preservation
and to allow scientific study %e continue,

#Drum Cave (B1%) be pated and access heavily restricted
during November - February period (Miniopterus Shriebersi
breeding scascon - Drum is a "maternity" cave.)

%#Chalk Cave (B26) be gated and access heavily restricted
during winter {(iay - September) since used by Miniopteris
during this time. _ _'

¥keys to the above gated caves to be kept by ranger, who
will, in consultation with those groups ccnducting the studies

contirel access and keep a log of wisitors.

S5U8S Bull.- 20(3) : 32



2. Visitors Books - faves,

- should fulfil the following roles:
*reduce or eliminate graffiti.
*provide a record of cave usage,
*allow easier tracing of missing parties,

*¥provide a record of rise and fall of CO2 (i.e. where
encountered. )

- placement would be :-

¥*at the entrance of "major", often visited, deen, difficult,
lone or"dangerous" caves.

#deep within the cave - at a major rest spot at "Safe from
the Russians", for example.

- inelusions could include (for entrance book).

*a plan of cave e,g. on a sign.

#details of level of difficulty, possible dangers and
equipment reguired.

#gpaces for party number, purpose, group/ individual names,
contrect address; estimated trip time and signing in and outicolumns.

3. Visitors Books - other. _
-again to reduce vandalism, provide a record of usage and allow

easier location of parties,
—-these books to be located at the lookouts and also at the kitchen/
Ranger's hut (when built).

4. New fencing.
#replacement of wire cable above the Big ladder in Grill

(B44)
*new fence or reflective shieldsion existing fqﬁceg + warnings

of danger: to unsupervised children, at the two '‘major lookouts.

B s gerieral - Safety and cther things.
“#yarning signs about dangers (and penalties - .cite appropriate

by;law}.nf throwing objects off c¢liffs or down caves.

*#Scientifiec studies in the area to be promoted fand possibly
finance by the Lands Dept.) : s R

*the hlnhséﬁ:?ricrity to be given to safety and the
availability upkeep, and .expertise in use ol rescue enoipment

¥a representative-of N.S5.W. speleos, elected by the N.S5.W,
speleo-Council, be included in the Bunpgonla Trust. '

Bis Alternate Cooking Pacilities (see page 1 of report)
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POSSIBLE ACTICN YOU CAN TAKE:

*Teave a note'with the ranger everytime jyou don't use the
facilities. '

*have a code of ethics not to use any facilities (except
water and ranger's house and possible visitors books.)

#Write to the Minisier for lands and Environment and to the
Premier, as well as Iocal Government, S5tate Members, -your own and
ithe Bungonia areak - and the Bungonia Caves Trust.

: ; a
*Push to have Bungonia included in Morton Nation al Fork,

4 Hote From The Secretary :
314 o

During the first six months of this year members have been actively caving
1t various areas throughout the state but there have been a fow problums
vhich have been brought up by members which néed mentioning.

Firstly tlhe Mulleiin: We apologize to all members whoe have not received
recent editions of the "Bull". This has been due to a few factors which
hepefvlly have now been remedied. If anyone requires back-copies (of issues
net received) or have changad their addrass rfcently, Please notify me 2nd
I will deal with it,

Secondly in regard oo irips. Recently a number of members have sxnr=ssed
their desire to go on irips only to be told the *rip isg full by the trip
leader, but when the trip eventuates the leader finds that only half the partr
has shown up. This is not fair to those members turned away so I suggust that
in future anybody who has put their name Jown for a irip should contact the
specified leader on the Monday proceeding, in order to confirm the trip or to
withdraw from it. This will give the leader time to contact other willing
members. Alsc if anyone requires a permit for a2 particular 4rip, contant me
and T will arrange it.

Finally subscriplions. A notice appears elsevwhore in the "Bull' corceradi:
thie matter. If members arc unfinancial by the time the next "Bull" goos +o
print (ecarly August) then they will receive no fulure copies.

With love,
from
Ian Mann.
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OPINICH SURVEY

re BUNGCNIA STATE RECHEATICN AREA,

As proposed in the February General Meeting, this survey is
find out what action ,

being conducted in order to

1f any,

we should take as & group about the recent and proposed chanpes

to Bungonia S.R.A. Please read the environment officer's

report then complete the following.

Name ;
TTEM ;gree Disagree | D,.C,* Comments, asugfestions, etic.
—A. Developments
1.Camping Fees

_ 2., FPacilities

a)Running 150

b )Kitchen-
2 stoves

¢) H&C showers

d)Sept. toilet

=]
L

Tire B

.Totel
a) Dec.-March

s
ann

b) all year

4,0.R.G- max ol

290 per practi
(applies to

other groups)

+

!
ce

B. Recommendations .

ToCave gating
a)0d .- & Fh.

1

b ) Drum

c)Chalk

1_

di¥Xeys with- -Ra

ng.

2 Nisiser's -

Pocks. - caves

a)at entrancesg

b)deep within

clinclusions

f.v.0ke-0ther

a)loakouts

b }kitchen/Hut

4 lew . fencing

* DC. ~ Don’l care

YIRS O
LR

20:03)




Recommendations (cont.)

1ITEM Agree qisagree P.C.* Comments, suggestions, etc.

TR |—' I v ——— -

b )lookouts

clchildren's

warn. signs

5)General
Safety

a )Throwing of

objects,

warmn. signs

b)Promo. Sci.
Studies &

¢)Financing of
Sci. Stud., (by
Lands Dept.)

d YRescue Eguip.

éﬁSpelec

=
7
i

camping ar

4.-4-

m
3
o
o

e et (% i = (T femm ]

b) at lookou

c) Ficnic tab

dY Pirewocod

1

B i S

C. Possible

a)note with

b

blicode of eth

-
o TR
=,
o

c)letters to

s
ton. a

e

d)Incl. in Mo

Anything else you want to say about Bungonia.

Ilease return completed surveys to: Roman Lichacz, 269 River Ave.,
Carramar, 2163; Ph. 72R6352(H)
or, if it's easier, drop into Brian McQuillan, at work,
Thank-you
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JENOLAN  7-8 Marcih 1930.

SUB TRIP-LEALER'S REPORT

(To be read in conjunction with wain trip report.
Railway Tunnel - Unsurveyed connection - Ice Pick Lake -~ Naked
Lady Chamber - Hill Hole - Northern Railway Tunnel round trip.

Members Presenlk: Anne Guay, Mike Lake, Paul Greenfield, Mark
Twiga, Ross FPranklin.

This exploratory trip was crgenised as a diversion te our
main aim of iormatlon aleﬂnlhg in Onlite Cavern.

After concluding the cleaning, the group split intoc 3;
our- owvn party: another lead hy Henry Shannon geoing to Slug Lake:
whilst tha remainder returned to the su.oface

Initially we headed tc the Railway Tunnel via Conglémerate
Cavern. Paul was the only party member who had been to the
unsurveyed ccnnectiocn beforze and many holes wvere checked off tae
central Pailwey Tunnel area hefore the appropriate passage was
found., The conncction leads aventually to Iee Fick iLake.

Thas passage began as a boulder-pile eclimb downward - tight
in places (for Mevk). Tnis gave way to a fairly extansive
vadore stream pussage, very reminiscent of lower Sernentine Cave.
The floor here was gravel and the passage was fairly narrow but
high cnough to enable easy walking.

...i-

The Udakes Gut pubs an end to this. t if a typical sump-
type gravel -~ steeply dipping dewn on both sidez. COnce tnis
ebhstacle has been passed it is hut a ca: wallk {on honds and
kneas] to the more engaging Micromcander Bedrock Sgueeme which
isg very aptly named, and delightiully tight. With varying
degrees of diifficulty we all displeyed the various techniques of
contorting the human frame. Even Mark gave it a go ord would
still bhe there trying in his "oh - B0 - conl" manncr if we
hadn't convinced him to by-nass the sgqueeze viz a much easier
grovel, which appears to have boen dug out

L1l together again on the other side we faced a T -
intersectign. Down and to the right leads to Ice Pick Loke
whilst up and to the left leads to Noked Lady Chawber.

We want to Ice Pick Lake first. The passace to the Lake
is a large river passage with qome good t‘G”FLﬁP“ and decoration.
Ice Pick Lake was quite’low and we all climbed throuch a forma-
ation window Lo the wuddy lake chzwber beyond. MikL showed us
his ability (or should I say inability) as a qkater v involune
tarily repwutﬂulv sliding in the mud whilst appro nlng tne

lake's edge (Oh you show-off Mike). Despile whut va hear about
our bzloved El Presidente, he can‘t walk on water, or even a thin
mud crust!

The return through the window was somevhat slower due to
our muddy hoots and lack of holds. Various climbing techmigques
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JENOLAN  T-B March 1980.

were displayed. Eventually we retraced our steps up past the
T - intersection; climbing up through and around some boulders
we finally emzrged into the not - often - visited Naked Lady
Chamber. Unfortunately no nymphs could be found although there

were pockets of ooclites in many of the dry gour pools in the
flcor of the cavern.

Under normal, wetter conditions this chamber would appear
much more impressive. The flowstone and calcite crystals of the
fleoor and walles at the moment are dry and so do not reflect the
light as well as those in places such as the Oolite Cavern.
Although just ordinary oolites are rare in N.S.W. caves the
cavern also contained intersting blue-white colites.

Naked Lady Chamber is divided in two by a large rockfall
down the centre. The way on leads up and to the right over large
boulders and via a tricky climb., and gives zccess to some large
joint-contrelled rift passage. Eventually one leads down through
Rockfall Passage to Hell Hole. TFrom here it is but a few minutes'
scramble and stroll out to the Northern Railway Tunnel.

We emerged from Mammoth at approximately 7.30 p.m. to be
confronted by miserable drizzling rain. I knew I should have
put up my tent. Oh well, another contortioning night across
the back seat of my V.W. Although I may have been uncomfort-—
able that night, thesre was that feeling of well-being associa-
ted with a top caving trip to keep me warm.

Ross Franklin.
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TRIF REPCRT: Buchan, Victoria,
26 - 27 - 28 Januvary 1980

Present: Walli Sadi (V.S.A. Trip leader)
Eddie Sadi (V.S.A.), Mike Take,
Rik Tunney, Janine McKinnon

Saturday

while Rik attended the A,S.F. meeting Walll took
Janine and myself to his recent discovery, RAGNARCK.

This splendid cave is well decorated with speleothems
and mud formaticns inecluding glop holes. Unlike Spider Cave
at Jenclan, these glop holes have rims such that when the mud is
when the mud is sloping steeply, the top of the glop hole is
still horizontal. Great potential exists in the cave for digs
and further extension via the terminal sump.

Ragnarok has a few ladder pitches and superb walk through
passages.,

The word "Ragnarok" is possibly derived from the
geandinavian words "regin®, gods, and "rtkr", darkness, hence
n the darkness of the Gods ".(ref: Ragnarok: by Ignatius Donnelly)

Suﬁdai

Scrooge's Cave was alsc discovered by Walli some months
previously and requires a wetsuit to explore the lower levels,
so I waited on a muddy rock Ipoor Pikel while Janine and Walli
swam on further.

Jater in the afternoon we descended a 50' ladder pitch
down a rift into a cave only discovered the previous weekend!
The éave ended in a rockpile which did not go, butl apparently
we lost a ladder down the rockpile when climﬁiﬁg out, =0
undcubtedly it will be pushed again.

Monday

Baby Berger is situated in a larie doline on mining
company property and begins with 15 minutes of rockpile which
Jeads to the 140' pitch. Theé shaft is circular with a shallow
flute down one side and some fine flowstone. FEddie free clim! od
this, I am told. The floor is of boulders and presently does
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not go any further. Walli had never tried Jumaring before
but picked it up quickly. We were informed that the mining
company has intentions of using this great sporting cave as
a sludge tip., I sincerely hope that this will not eventuate.

Thankyou from Janine, Rik and myself to the V,S,A,
and especlally to Walli and Fddie for guiding us throupgh such

fine caves and making ocur stay so enjovable,.
2y i st

Michael Iake

TRIF REPCRT: Xalang Canyon, Kanangra Walls,
March 22nd 1580

- CUR ROFE WAS CLEAVED IN TWO ! -
Present : Mike lake (Trip Leader), Ian Mann,
Ivan Desailly, Jud; Strickland

From the car park at Kanangra, 10 minutes of easy
walking leads one to the first abseil piteh. As with many
other canycns the belay points were obvious and dubious to say
the least.

The canyon only contained a trickle of water, ijust
enoush to sustain the algae, and make the rockface slionery,
and all went well until the third pitch. Ropes were lowered
over the edge but a 10' ledge lower down precluded us from
seeing if the rope ends reached terra firma. Ivan singled
down first on a harpoon, and when he reached the ground back
came the unforgettable words:

" There's three ends down here® !
The rope that he didn't abseil down on was 60' short of the
ground with the remainder of the rope lying a2t his feet.

The entire rope was hauled up and examined as it was fed
down again. Apparently a rock had been Ymocked loosz which,
hitting the rove, severed it in two, The rope was retied and
tied off at the bottom of each subsequent pitch for the last man
down. The incident highlights the necessity for always checking
that a rope end reaches the ground. |

Another party, rovers from Gymea, passed us scon after,
The climb up Murdering Gully was relatively easy and only takes
around 2-1/2 hours before one reaches the cars again.
Michael lake
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WHO?  Anyone who goes caving.
WHEN? 23rd and 24th August, 1980
WHERE? Macquarie University, Morth Ryde (a well known caving area).

WHY? To get all N.S.W. cavers together in a fun situation.
WHAT'S HAPPENING? Starting at 9.30 a.m. Saturday with
registrations. At 10 a.m. Speleospdrts events will begin. This
~ involves a team of four cavers running around a course in full
caving gear, carrying eguipment. The course includes laddering,
abseiling, going through a few storm water drains, up slippery
slopes, etc. The sports will follow the National Rules adcpted

by the Australian Epeleoclogical Federation.
At 1 p.m. Speleosports will recommence. At 2 p.m. workshops

will commence, running simultaneously to Speleosports. Topics
include Knot Tying, Single Rope Technique and Surveying.

These practigal workshops will last approximately 3/4 of an
hour and will be held twice.

Speleosports will finish around 4.30 - 5.00 p.m.

On Saturday night will be a three course sit-down dinner.
Tickets will be available on the day but only a limited number.
To ensure that you won't be disappointed, order your ticket with

your entry form over the page. T

CATERING & ACCOMMODATION - Steak sandwiches will be available
for Saturday and Sunday lunch, along with refreshments. A

Snack Bar is available in the University Cafeteria.

Overnight camping is permitted in the Uni. for this occasion,

bring your own tent etc.

COST: There is a registration fee of $2.00. Each competitor

receives a cloth badge and the winners a Pendant.
SUSSBull 20(3) : 41



TO: THE ORGANISERS, SPELEOSPORTS

I will/will not be taking part in a speleosport team.

I will/will not require meat for Saturday lunch (arocund a 51},
I will/will not reguire meat for Sunday lunch (around a $1). '
I will/will not be attending the Saturday night dinner.

Enclosed i 5 oviiiie s , being for (&) Registration $2
(13} ﬁlﬂner 56

1w — S

Fill in the application form and post it to:

Sﬂorptari,

Sydney University Speleclogical Society,
Box _'125_1

Hoime Building,

bnlver31tJ of Evdney. 2006
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COMMITIFE IMEVMBENS 1980-81

President

Mike Lake, 31 Crascent R4., Suringbah. 524 5229

Vice President

Geoff Irnes, 4 Warburton, St., Gymea. 525 4871

Correspondence Secretary & Egquipment Officer

Tan Mann, 48 Guydir St., ‘Greystoies. 631 4321

Minutes Secretary

Bryan Cleaver, 9g Endeavour St., Sylvania Waters. 522 7190

‘Li'ararian

Paul Creenflelu, )2 Leopold St., Croydon. 797 6975 (h); 692 3215 {w)

Treasurar

Bruce Telch; 21 Thompeon 8St., Marrickville. 569 9928

Editor

Guy Cox, 180 Short Str-st, Balwoin. 818 1896 (h); 692 2351 (w)

oveil 8%., I 0arn. @ 498 2996

Bafety Officer & ASP Corresmond.nt

Fichard Faczkey, 16 Horiicoile [d., Lindfiald. 46 1760

Jim Scalrack Mamorial Crapittes Mamter

Feter Tiunzlee, 25 Lowranie 3i., wummor Hill., 230 0277 x373 (w)
Comiitles Members

Roass liewhalyy 1w Arquith L%., Ooiley. 57 3434

- e

Iven Tagailly, T Bl4is Aveu; Jenanin, 77 33861

Judy Siricxland, 37 Tareue Rd.:; Norm*thbridge. 953236

Gracae Smi‘lL, 37 Viete 51, Coringbok. 524 6447 (b); 666 $841 %319 {w)
Chris Mwune, 114 Vesdiands Rd., Yaren Point. 525 E45§

Randall Xirg, 36 Mzvian S%., Ewmore. 512 5296 (hL); 439 2566 x35 (w)
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YOusupply the T-shairt & we will print the SUSS emblem
on 1t for only $1.00. OR ~ tell us your size and we will

supply the T-shirt & print it for $5.00.

We have arranged a discount deal on closed-cell foam mats
cost: 50 x 150 cm * 56.00
50 % 175 cm - $7.00

Contact Bryan Cleaver on 522 7190

SHEEP ROAST

WHEN : Saturday 19th July

TIME: 4.00 pm onwards

PLACE: 7 BEddie Ave, Panania

CcosT: 55,00 per head, to be paid by 5th July
MENU: Foast lamb, cooked on the spit; salad,

jacket potatoes; pavlova, cofiea. BYOG

CONTACT: Ivan Desailly, 773 3861

SUES DADGES

Cay sStickers = 51.00
Ename}l lapel badge - 51.00
Cloth badge - .50

Contact: Bruce Welch 569 9928
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FUTURE LVENTS

Thursday 3rd July. BS055 General Meeting, 7.30 pm, Common Room

Holme Bldg. The ATEA ILM will be shown.

July 4,5 & 6. YARRANGOBILLY. Contact Ian Mann 631 4321
Saturday 5th July FIELD DAY, Kelleys Falls, followed by

BARBEQUE at Mike Lake's. Contact Mike Lake 524 5229

July 12th & 13+«h. JENOLAN - Southern Limestone, Mammoth &

Spicder; also KALANG canyon. Mike Lake, 524 5229

Saturday 26th July. OPEK DAY at Sydney University. Helpers
needed for the 5USS display (including abseiling

demonstration). Contact Ian Mann 631 4321

AUGUST

August 23rd & 24th. SPELEOSPORTS, Macqguarie University.

Entry form in this issue. Contact Ian Mann 631 4321

Last Week of August. BUCHAN, Victories. Contact Mike Lake,

524 5229 AS SOOX AS POSSIBLE

SEFTEMBER

September 6th & 7th. JENOLAN Cave Rescue Fractice.

Contact Guy Cox 318 1B96

September 12th to l4th. Skiing in the Snowies. Contact

Ian Mann 831 1321

DOR'T FORGET THAT TRIP FPEES ARE NOW 5Cc,

e
L
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