VOLIETE 20 XIMEER 7 October 1930

BULLETIN of the

S ydney
aiversit y

Speleological

SUSS

Y
Society






CAE DIVING AT JENDLAN

THREE §3) TRIPS - Easter 79, Qctober 78 and Faster BO.

PUASE 1.

Juring Easter 1972, cave divers from South Ausiralia managed to get persission to dive
in the main underground river in the Jlenolan Caves, ¥.5.8. In the middle of a large
cosplex of caves running off the &rand Arch are 8 towrist caves (all actwally join wp inte
a single system 6-7 kilosetres long), one of which is called Ieperial Cawe. A feature of
the Isperial Cave tour is a 20 metre descent to the bottom level, where an wnderground
river appears out of a wall and sumps again after about 50 wmetres of passageuay.
Generations of tourists have thrown secney into the stream, although this of course hzd no
affect at all on the dedicated cave divers.

So in that previcus year, Fhil Prust, ®on Allua, Tzn Leuis ard Alan Grundy discovered
about 100D wetres of passage upsireaa and dounstrezs, sowmz of which had been explored by
early divers 25 years before and led by moae othes than that caver-organiser with a flair,
Dennis Burke. WMe were highly ispressed by the efforts of those early divers, uhu used
Falrlr priemitive gear and piomsored the sport in this country.

Let's now lock at the diaoram (see back page}. As I said, all this wet stuff exists
urderneath a 7 kiloactre network which had been explored for 100 years by local Jemslan
Guides. During the course of this, ruueurs tald of amother conmection down a deep floor
hole which got wery close te the undergreund river. Mo-one knew where it was, or if it
was just another old tale invented by an carly explorer to boost his standing. e all
comsenced our diving from point X near the Grond Arch; the supposed roof hole was some-
where around Y, but 20 - 30 setres zbowe us.

During Easter 1979, while we were exploring the branch near ¥, we found & tobacco pipe
in one of the smaller passages. Clearly it did m~t cose in with a diver, and after
gentioning it tc the guides the Semior Gulde (John Culley) remembered that he had lost it
aro.nd that area while explering flocrholes 17 yerrs before. This suggested the connection
was close by, although nckody could Find it,

In the seantime, ve pushed 2s Far up the river passage as we could, heading north.
The main passage stopped in a huge jamsed up rockpile where the stream trickled out from
the bottos. As you can see from the eap, that reckpile was tantalisingly close to the snd
of 3pider Cave where the river sumps. Me didn't know that at the tiwe, as the river im
Spider Cave was only found a few monthz later,

PHAGE 2.

With the discovery of Spider Cave's river passage and the pessibility of upward
connections in lmperial, Ren Allus, Phil Pru-% and Terry Reardon explored the Spider Cawve
susps on 3 quick trip in October. Spider Cave is kanibly and awkward and long - so it was
v« fun getting in and out even with the help of tase speless %o do the heavy work [we can
s wiwys find some of these ..... they like being aszociated with the glory!). Ren dived

deep going upstreas in Spider Cave, where the subeerged passagesay decame a squeeze. Down-
stream singly ended in the sase rockpile 25 [eperial cut frod the ather side. The spelens
scrambled about in the roof of Spider Cave above the northern susp Lut nave not yet fully
exilored some reasonable leads, No other diving w=as attemptea an this trip due to tiee

aid effart needed, but *he same river in Hasooth Cave bechoned with susps of its own to
u:plurt......
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PHASE 3.

Se in Easter 1980 a larger teae of divers tackled the system. fesides the oth
already listed, Robin Garrad, Jenny Hiscock, Robyn Allum, Peter Fsgers and Cheryl 8.
accompanied us. The object of this trip was to explore lee-Pick Lake and Slug Lake Suwi
in the hope of making a connection with Spider Cave by diving. lan lived Ice-Pick
negotiated a series of small passages linking larger chasbers for a aistance of 70 metr
and 17a., depth, but had to turn around due to using up his air - the passage just kept
going (this is heartbreak to a cave diver). Aon entered a very deep and high vertic
passaqe ohich got longer and longer. He reached a depth of 30 metres which was by
means the bottom and found a seall suddy air chasber which dida't leag anywhere. Like lug
Pick Lake, the passage continued .....
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Kewer information froe the Canberra Speleos suggests that the gravel beds abeve the
cave between Maamoth and Spider extend to a denth of 60 metres or more.  The. prospects
of joining the two caves look good theoretically, but the logistics are enormous. Ige
Pick may provide a bypass but this is rather unlikely - it will probably rejoin the Slug
Lake river section soeewhere downstreaa.

When we drew up our @aps, though, there is only scdething like 300 metres te go to
join the 2 caves, and therefore the sntire Kammoth/Spider/leperialf/Tourist caves complesx
2 potential 12 kilometres or more, and as long a5 Hullamulliang. Worth diving for.

from  the underside while Ian recovered the long-lost tobacce pipe as proof of ihe
connection.

hnd as alsost 2 footnote, Ron and Peter discovered the elusive floorhole in [aperial

The roofhols was markasd by eld signatures on the walls, and a blockage of wire netting
and posts in the top of it, all put there during reconstruction of the path above in the
last decade. The Guides instantly knew where to look for it, and attespts will now be

made to clear the debris out and provide access to the river beyond the suep - wp till now
the domain of the divers.

It took 25 years until divers got back ro Jenolan, and discovered passages seemirngly
everywhere. Although it's a long haul from Acelaide, we'll be back - after all, whe else
would bother!? Besides which, the new discoveries there have jiven a4 real boost to/the
guides and the local speleos, and any discovery at Jenolan is notewcrchy.

1AM LEWIS.
reprinted from CEGSA newsletter 25(2)

BUNGONIA TRIP REFPCRT 26 - 10 - 80

Present: Guy Cox, Ian Mann, Jeff Crase

This was a cne day itrip with the intention of bottomming
Argyle ( B 31 ).

We left Sydney at 7:45 am and entered B 31 at 11:00 am. The
air was found to be cle r of COp so we neaded down the first pitch.
We kept moving at a steady pace reaching sump no. 1. in approximately
2 hours. After a short rest we started out, reaching the surface -
at 4:00 pm.

The following is a list of SRT equipment needed for the pltches
which can be used as a reference for future trips.

Pitch 1 : 40 feet long; need a 60 foot rope and two
protectors, or one very long protector.
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Now You caN HAVE SPIDER CAVE ow

YOUR WALL !

FULL SIZE PRINTS (3’ x 4%) ' by

FROM THE ORIGINAL DRAWING

$5.00 eAcH FroOM:

GUY COX -
ELECTRON MICROSCOPE UNIT, BANK BUILDING,

UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY .
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Pitch 2 : 80 ft pitch; need a 52 m rope znd 2 protectors.
The bolt mentioned in the Bungonia book is not there, biut
a good belay is a chockstone directly above the pitch.

pitch 3 : 60 ft pitch; need a 30m rope [ 25m would
probably be long enough - G.C. 1 and a mat protector a®
the start of the pitch with 1 protectoer half way down.

Pitch 4 : 30 ft pitch; need 10m rope plus 2 slinga for
belay. Ho protectors.

Pitch 5 :.120 ft handline; need 42m rope with one protector.
SRT useful at top.

Ian Mann

TRIP REPORT Buchan - Part II
( part I in Vol 20, No. 6 )
Date : 24-28 August 1980
Present : Mike Iake (T.L); Richard McNeall; Phillip Cole

Wednesday 27th

Ragnarok is a superb “"ladder" cave. The entrance pitch is a
tight squeeze and consequently difficult to negoiiaile while on a
ladder. After descending two subsequent pitches to a depth of
around 30 metres one reaches a muddy vadose stream passapFe contnining
numerous glop-holes. ( Dese., Vol 20, No. 3 )

b

Eventually this leads to a steep nacty mud slope., At the bottom
of this Phillip and myself investigated a squueze which lead down to
water with calcite rafts resting on the surface.

Foresight had lead to the anchoring of my 10m tape at the tov
of the mud slope and this proved to be of considerable benefit during
the ascent. We exited the cave in the early afternoon and looked
into a few nearby dolines for cave entrances, C(ne hole was blocked

by tin sheeting and rubble whilst another was blocked by a very
decayed cow. |
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Thursday 28th

East of Buchan township and directly underneath the main rocad
to Orbost is Wilson Cave,

large rambling passages and lofty chambers, inhabited by bats,
satisfied our subterranean deslires without exhaustiing us [ the truth
comes owvt about Mike ! - ed. ] by squeezes or climbs.

Average passage width and height is arcund 5 metres and this
extends for some 200 metres with occasional caverns 20m high. When
we exited we found ourselves on the opposite side of the highway!
Wilson Cave is one of those caves that one finds describes in stery
books and which every heavy caver should experience.

Priday 29tn

To top off an anjoyable weel at Buchan we decided to do Acoustic
Pot, Bungonia, on the way back.

Richard located the entrance for us and thus gained the honour
of ascending first, followed by Phillip,

Descending last, I had Jjust negotiated the edge when a caconhony
wag made manifest. TLocking off, I waited, and soon the light from
numerous dolphin torches heralded the arrival of "the Syvdney
Pirateer Caving, Canyoning, Abseiling, Bushwalking Club" as they
called themselves, Sensing my concern, they promised WNCT to knoclk
off any gear as I proceeded to descend, Down below, Philiip explored
a little way into " Snake and Son " while Richard (CMIed out.

Phillip ascended next on my Jumars and upon reaching the top
Chumley and Grotty chatted away for 15 minutes, each trinking that
the other would lower my jumars, until I loudly proclaimed my
presence 32m below !

Conclusion

The Buchan trip was s superb week of highly enjoyable caving.
Thanks to the V.S.A. members whohelped us immensely by their
suggestions of what caves to visit and their locations, the V.S.4.
commi ttee for permission to cave at Buchan and to Rimstone
co=-operative for accomodation at Homeleigh which is certainly a
Iuxurious mansion when compared to camping out,

Michael Ilake
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TRIP REPORT - Jenolan, 4th, 5th & 6th October 1980

Present - Mike Lake (TL), Judy Clarke, Guy McKanna, Philip Cole,
Bruce Welch, Paula Gard, Pater Winglee, Marianne
Winglee, Paul Greenfield, Mac Monks, Debbie Cameron,
Eteve.Dcyle.

Saturday 4th

Qur objective was to try and push the rockpile blocking
Central River in Twiddly-Om-Pom. For this assault a naive group
consisting of Mike (leader and only one foolish enough to do it
again}), Judy, Guy, Phillip, Mac, Debbie and Steve assembled at
Mammoth Flat. Other thar myself, ncne of the six had been past
gkull and Crossbhones and I imagine that the tales of bodily
tdrture”foretold'by Paul Greenfield and his contemporaries were
foremost in their winds. Guy decided that seven trogs attired
in dark blue overalls was a trifle dull so wore a light green
tie with black polka dots.

On the way to the Middle Bit I noticed that Central Lake is

now non existent. Prﬂgress was initially rapid unt=1 Middle Bit

Rockpile slowed us down and the Dry Slphan dampened our enthusiasm.
On the other side of the very wet Dry Siphon Steve enguired:

"are we coming back this way?". Scon afterwards Debbie meekly
asked l.'E‘&.rnez we half-way there vet?". This sums up beautifully

how we all felt - especially on the way back. {Can't inderstand

how Dfy Siphon was wot when it had been dry a faw weeks previously, and there

had bean no rain since - Ed.)

Finally the constrictive walls of tlorth Tunnel diverged and
we found ourselves in GNC. Some difficulty was experlenced in
finding the pitch down to TOP but eventually Judy found the
jetter-box squeeza at the top nd we all descended. After
consuming a lunch of scrumpticus mixed lollies some of us
crawled through Mud-in-your-Eye Sdueeze t o reach Central
piver - alas but fortunately no river existed. The rockpile was

poked a bit, but . .the conclusion was — no go.

Pany long hours later we reached Skull and Crossbones after
spending half an hour wandering round Middle Bit Rockpile.

Enthusiasm was s5till high so we spent some 135 minutes 1in northern
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Railway Tunnel playing on the mud slcpes before exiting for

Mammoth Flat after 11 hours underground.

Sunday 15th

Excited by the lack of water in Central Lake Peter, Bruce
and Paul decided to visit the lake to try and find some negotiable
passages at the bottom, while several others and myself looked
at Central River and, especially, Grinning Monster Lake. The
latter is very low but still contains water. No negotiable ways
were found a t Central Lake - apparently all passages are
blocked by silt.

Spider Cave was visited next by myself and six others. A
word about Pirates Delight. Concern about this squeeze has been
expressed by the guides who feel that it would present major
difficulties in a rescue. At present the sgueeze is tightest at
the base and digging here would leszsgen such difficulties.
Fortunately Pirates Delight is famous not for its squeeze but
but for the steep, seemingly endless, slope up to the Bus Stop.
So perhaps if future trips could spend a short time digging then
théﬂSQuEEZe would be made a little safer without being less

sporty. [(How long did you spend digging then, Mike? - Ed.)

Back now to more serious concerns. The river level was
the same as on previous trips. Of ncte is that on the way bac k
Phillip accidentally knocked loose a large boulder which fell
below the Expandable Minimum, just missing Guy. Even a stable
rockpile like Spider still needs a little care. The cave was

exited after 6 hours undergrcund.

Hﬁnday 5ﬁh

Bottomless Pit had not been inspected for many years and
few SUSS people knew much about the cave. Bruce informed me that
the bottom was totally blocked by talus, however there is always
the chance of making a breakthrough.

I descended first, unravelling the 180' of ladder as I
proceeded. After 1407 I came to the end of my rope - termipated
by-a good i thick knot.  Fortunately the ladder was by my side,
and with a spare carabiner {always handy) I clipped on to this
while two Guys at the top rebelayed the ropes to give me an
extra 2o feet, which enabled me t¢ reach the bottom. I still
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had to slide down a further 20 foot slope -~ the pitch is 180!

so a 160' rope belayed at the very top Jjust makes it possible.

Well, at the bottom Judy, Guy McKanna, Phillip and I searched
thoroughly for any leads to vast innumerables.

211 we found
was a tin of peaches:

"ardmona Peaches - a British Empire
Produce" and also considerable steel cable - the remnants of an

exploit 20 years earlier. Bottomless Pit certainly terminates

and exploration in other sections of the Southern Limestone
will have to be initiated.

With Central River and Lake absent, now is the time for

exploraticn in Mammoth - don't delay until the next flood!
Good luck!

Mike Lake

FOOTNCTE

The chasrvant reader may have deduced that I wae there on the Monday
I took the opporiunity to have ansther lock at Bleck Cave. There ig an
obvicus spet for a dig ab the doumstream end of a small streamsay at the
lowest level of the cave. It will require some labour - rather like

Dingo Dig in Spider - but it looks very promiging.

G.C.

CAVE ~ON CAMPUS,

i
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 1680 ~ 81

President
Mike Lake, 31 Crescent Rd., Caringbah. 524 5229 (hj);
692 3145 ({w)

Vice President
Geoff Innes, 4 Warburton St., Gymea. 5254871

Correspondence Secretary & Equipment Qfficer
Tan Mann, 48 Gwydir St. Greystanes. 631 4321

Minutes Secretary
Bryan Cleaver, %a Endeavour St., Sylvania Waters. 522 7190

Librarian
Paul Greenfield, 32 Leopold St. Croydon. 797 6975 (h)
692 3215 (w)

Treasurer
Bruce Welch, 21 Thomson S5t, Marrickville., 569 9928

Editor
Guy Cox, 180 Short St., Balmain. 818 1896 (h) 692 2351 (w)

Assistant Fditor
Mark Twigyg, 46 Norfolk S5t., Killara. 4%8§ 2956

Safety Officer and ASF Correspondent
Richard Mackay, 16 Northcote Rd., Lindfield. 46 1760

Jim Seabrock Memorial Committee Member
Peter Winglee, 25 Nowranie St., Summer Hill. 799 6403 (h)
' 230 0277 %373 (w)

Committee Memhers
Ross Newbery, 10 Asguith St., Oatley. 57 3434
Ivan Desailly, 7 Eddie Ave., Panania. 773 3861
Judi Strickland, 37 Naroma Rd., Northbridge. 95 3236
Graeme Smith, 7/91 Sproule St., Lakemba. 750 4072 (h)
_ 666 9841 %319 (w)

Chris Dunne 114 Wocdlands Rd., Taren Point 525 B469
Randall King. 89 Marian S5t., Enmore. 519 52%& (h)

| | 439 2566 x35 (w)
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FUTURE EVENTS

November

Thursday 6th. SUSS General Meeting, 7.30 pm, Common Room,
FEolme Building.

15th- 16th. Bungonia. Drum Cave and other vertical delights.
Contact Ian Mann 631 4321

Monday 24th. SUSS Committee Meeting. Mike Lake's - 31
Crescent Rd., Caringbah. 7.30 pm

24th - 28th. Midweek Jenolan Trip. Contact Judy Clarke.

29th-30th Wyanbene. Contact Ivan Desailly, 773 3861
December

Thursday 4th. SUSS General Meeting. Norm Poulter will
talk on 'Some Remote and Inaccessible FPlaces'

Common Room, Holme Bldg., 7.30

13th-14th Jenolan. Mammoth, Spider and Southern Limestone.
Contact: Mike Lake, 524 5229

26th-31st Cave Convict - ASF Conference at Pharmacy College,
Melbourne, Ian Mann has registration forms.

A Buchan trip is planned on the way down.

Dec-Jan. New Zealand - contact Steve Bunton 524 Bllé

FULL MEMBERS - You Now owe $4.00 - THIS CONVERTS YOUR
MEMBERSHIP TO THE NEW MEMBERSHIP YEAR, SO THAT YOU ARE
PAID UP TO OCTOBER 1981, PROSPECTIVE MEMBERSHIP IS

UNAFFECTED.

PLEASE PAY PROMPTLY FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR ASF NEWSLETTER

* * L L1 & * *
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