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EZITORIAL

With this issue volume 20 reaches nine issues - the first
volume 1o do this for some years. [ hope that members have appreciated
getting their Bulletin regularly for the past twelve months (10 issues
appeared in 1980, which is our "official”’ number), and I would like
to take the opporwuni'v of a new vear to thank all those who have
made thié possible, Thanks, ithen, to Mark Twigg, who has done
most of the rtyping, to lan Mann who has done the wrapping and posting,
to Paul Greenfield who prints the address labels, to Bruce Welch, as
well as all those already mentioned and many more, for helping at
the Monday evening printing sessions, and to all those who have
conwributed during the year. Remember - it doesn't stop here - we
still need more articles fand if they are typed on A4 paper so much
the better) and more hands are always welcome at the priniing works -
that is, the E:M: Unit duplicator on the Monday before the SUSS

meeting.

Last year SUSS held a rescue practice - our first for quife
a while., The turnour was pathetically em=zll., The chance that you
will need fo be rescued from a cave is, fortunately, small, The
likelihood that you will be on, or near, the scene when someone else
needs to be rescued, or assisted, from a cave is very much larger -

it has ceriainly happened ‘0 me several times, When this happens,

vou will wish vou knew what to do. In raarch the Cave Rescue

Organization is holding ils annual practice weekend ai Bungounis, and
later in the year SUSS will hold another practice of its ewn. For
yoaur own sake, and for the sake of those vcu cave with, please make

every possible effort to get te BOTH of these.

HAPPY NEW YEAR and GOTD CAVING !

Guy Cox
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NEW YEAR BARGAINS FROM BADGER '

VICTORIAN CAVES AND KARST
Gudebook put out by Cave Conviet - the 13th ASF Conference.
Maps, guides, surveys, photos and descriptions for all the caves and
caving areas in Victoria. Much the best book ever put out on the
Victorian caves, and much berter printed and produced than previous
ASF Conference Guidebooks,
$6. 00

SUUNTO COMPASSES KB20/360R

The plastic-bodied version of the well-known Suunto sighting
compass. Ideal for both cave surveying and bushwalking - can be rezd
to half a degree or bemner., Current Sydney price is $23.00. From
me they are only

$15.00

CAVING - EPISODES OF UNDERGROUND EXPLORATION

2nd edition, 1935, One of the great caving classics, E:A:
Bzker's caving autobiography tells of early caving in England, Ireland
and France, draining in London, pre-war cavers' eating habits, and
much more, One copy only, in very good condition.

$25.00

5 i = ] S 3

All these are available from Guy Cox -

- see me ar meeungs, call in at  the Eleciron Microscope
Umt (Bank Building) or give me a ring on 692 2351 (Uni) or
818 1896 (home).

SUS5 Buil. 20{(9) . 1086



ALL IN A DAY3 CAVIHG - IH ENGLAND

Hard-cors Australian tourists that take +thsir oummer holidays to
Eurcpe, Asia or America are disillusioned by the fact that it is always
winter in these parts. . Even more 8o in England which is celder because of
the higher latitude, Wa expected the worest and were pleasantly surprised,
the weather was settled but cold, even though the masochistic tendency +to
go caving in near 0 degree water was part of the itinerary. British caves
are supposed to be the best in the world., 5o Pommies tell us; so is their
economy and their beer, both of which we found to be flat.

We emerged from our sleeping bags just as the sun came up at 9am, as
wag +the custom after a goocd session in the pub the previous evening.
However, last evening we hadn't made it to the pub and a couple of bottles
of duty free scotch were consumed inrtcad, whisky and Water was okay until
the tap water freze and the dilution £actoxr became negligible - indeed
almost non-existent.

Ian and I were feeling pratty ssedy in the head and stomach., Neither
of us could move quickly or decisivaly. The others by contrast were keen
to go on their misaion of mercy.

The previous caving trip into Peny-Ghent Pot had dwindled +the numbers
cf enthusiastic participants. Most were off to the nearest hospital to
rip—off the National Hsalth. Two people needed antibiotics for the £1u,
cne had a suﬁpeﬂted broken finger, ancther with a possibly dislocated knee
and a third with severely lacerated knees, The latter three were all X-
Rayed ( how thorcuchl) and one of them posted home the £iim: "Dear Mummy,
here is a picture of me in Settle ...". This didn't leave too many star-
ters for teday's trip down Tatham Wife Cave. With the five pikers, it only
left four of us Aussies and our local “"guida" Richard Bartrop who was
almost perpetually reluctant to go caving due mostly +to his lack of a wet-
suit and the fact he'd scen it all bcfore. He caved in a woolly suit and a
pair of waterproocf owverall seams; most of the panels were missing giving
about three negotiable entrances and the possibility of a threugh trip.

Rucko was the next to bite the dust — he felt sick in the guts. "Oh
dear! How sad| Never mindl" Thc excuse was wsaring thin, but having caved
with Rucke on previous occaszicns, we fslt wa'd prefer him on his death bed.

After a breakfast of porridge and greasy bacon and eggs { the English
staple ) we set about the onercus task of actually finding our caving gear
and removing that same frozen mess from where-it had cemented itself to the
car mats., This was then taken to the local Ingleton Laundromat and #pun
dry on the "HOT" setting until wa could almost swell burning neoprene from
our wetsuits and our harncsses znd karchiners were buffetted so much as to
almost declare them unzafs, By thig stage wa had vigited the local toilet
and wused their supply of hot water to thaw our boots and melt the carbon
residue cut of our larps. Wo &nswared nature's call here because the pan
at Typhoid Towers had filled, 2 condition it had only been in once before -
until it was Kicked over, and no-opre knew how it should be emptied.
Typhoid Towars was the nama othesr clubs gave to the rencvated chicken coop
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which now served as the Hoxthern Caving Club tackle shed, partyxoom,
brothel and headguarters.

I had received confirmation my metabelizm waen't the best this day.

The thawing ceremony complated, we dined outside the leocal bakery on
gsemi-cold pork piss and sausage rolle and whatever pints of milk we could
track down. We could not precurxe anything uszeful for ocur condition such as
coffee because the local cafe, Greasy Bernie‘s, was cloged for lunch, With
this development Peter, who was crock also, had to throw in the towel,
This only left TIan, Richard and myself, and since two is too small for a
safe caving party no-cne else could possibly pike without c¢ancelling the
day's activitiea for the othara. Thus with pride at stake none were wil-
ling to be the first to opt cut though two were sorely tempted. Ian wasn't,
at $150 a cave he wanted hisz money’'s worth, and being 6'4" and 16 stone, a
fact which prevented his enjoying some cother cawes, I wasn't going to argue
with him.

Jugt one moere chore, I no longer had knees in my wetsuit and went
forth to the caving chop in town to get some flexible knee pads., The shop
was, of course, closed for lunch, and yet aznother emcuse +o abandon had
presented itself.

We parked the car beside the road beneath the 1000' scarp of Ingle-
borough upen which the cave is located. It was a bright still day, blue
sky over the brilliant white fields of the Yorkshire dalea. We stripped in
the sub-zero air and donned our now cool damp wetsuits, harnesses, lights,
gloves and carried cur prussik rigs and descenders in the packs containing
rope and rigging gear for the six 20m pitches. At this point I realized
I'd lost my footloops and was given another chance to chicken out. I
managed to fashion some from the ski straps on Ian's pack. Ian was running
up and down the road to warm his toces and threatening tc tear my head off
if he had to remove his wetsuit without achieving anything for the day.
Most Pommies believe getting changed to be the worst part of winter caving.
Richard was in the process of tearing the frozen inner sole out of his
boots Bo that the ice didn't blister his feet, when the weather report came
over the radio... * ... last night's minimum -17 degrees at Stoke-on--Trent
.22+ today's maximum -2 deqgrees and som2 afterncon snowstorms."

wWe locked the car and plodded off through knee deep snow for two hours,
we wished we had crampons for the iced up rocky portions of the route, It
was a mindless slog as we mads our own track to the cave which would posgi-
bly be obliterated by the evening snowstorms before our return.

I felt crook in the guts still, thsn a bit dizzy; it wasn't long before
I broke out into a cold sweat which froze in my wetsuit. 30m short of the
entrance I was sick. I then waddled to where the znow melt dribbled into
an icicle encrusted entrance., I tock a mouthful of water for my carbide
light and another for myself:...,.,....and went caving foxr hours.

E. Bunton
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- JENOLAN 24—28TH NOVEMBER TRIFP REPORT

PRESENT { Judu Clarke (T.L.)/ Guw McKennaj
Fhillir Cole? Richard MchNeslld Mark Hunters
Mac MonKsy Charlie Morussichs Pzul McNamaras

We decided to stertl the week off on an interesting
noter so armed wiih 2 sketch mar and remembered verbal
directions we sel off an a magical nusiery tour to Ice Pick
- Lake since none of us had been there. We actually found it
- and il aereared Lo be slighily low. We then =roceeded Lo
Naked Lady Chambers where we did sone futile exrloring in
the Usrer Northern secltion. We then sroceeded Lo the Railway
Tunnel via Hell Hole.

The southern section rocKkeile then smused us for one and
a half hours and after becoming arathetic (and finding a
dead skinK who also couldn’t find Lhe ws4 on) as well as
losing some of Lhe rarlu Lo Lhe surfaces Judus Fhillir and
Richard went to the bottom of the 407 via Mammoih Saueezes
where they connecled vocally wilh Guw and Marks who rul a
ladder downs then sroceeded io Lower River (which was also
-8 little low) and Oolite Cavern. Judy and Cuw Froceeded
ur the rifTt (o Pisa Chember where thew detrodsged and inserec-
ted the cavern {(which was free of water). Thew slid back
down the rift to find that Llhe others were bored with rlavinsg
* I Sey ‘ in the dark for one and 2 auarter hours, Sp we .
rroceeded outs visiting Grinning Monsler LaKe.

All 8 of us started intlo Srider on Tuesdaus but before
Firate’s Delighl Msc and Charlie returned tec the surface
because il was too tighl for Charlie. As il was Dindo Dig
had Lo be dug ocutl Tor Charlie.

We managed Lo find our waw ‘hroush the rockeile and
down to the Tomb of the Unknown Cavemann who now has an
sccomranwing sbraw dog, We then louristed Khan Fassadge
before going down to J.U.R.» where we found some while fungi
growing., The we 2ll went ur lo the Yhalses Throat and then
Judgy Phil and Cuw went over Terror Traverse which is in 3
bad state and shouldn’t be erossed Loo often. The others
went beck to cutl sters on the mud slore io JellsR e s whilst
we went ur to the Bwrier look.d into the unstable rockeile
and reered into Cavernz Alba from the Eurie where a rerman—
ent ladder or rullew should be instzlleds singe the fractured
shawls are in @ bacu state of rreservation.

We then a1l met back at Glarhole Galleryr from where
Judws Phil snd Richard exslored Tomb Chamber. & voice _
connection was unsuccessfullw attemrpled with the Tonb Chasber
aven which Phil sartle climbedy but it seemaed Lo reler out
into a rockrile., We ther made = digf in s small hole at the
bottom of Towmb Chamber znd named it BrealKfast Delight. It
led into 3 mudduy hole - the Mud Baths whence there are a
number of leads which maw €0 on. UWe climbed ur into 2 verw
unstable aven - Shakew Aven ~ which looked a5 thoush it maw
S0 somewherer butl was Loo unstable io climb right ur. WNe
Lhen left Tomb Chamber (Phil free climbed outr and 311
rroceeded outl of the cave with ssser after a2 mine hour iLrip.
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On Wednesdaw we all went inte Hammoth again. Phil and -
went ur Lo Uerer Ooliter while the resi of us uniled belaows
wrote Lris rerorts and rlaved © I Sepw © poain.  Whzn they
returnedy we all weni down Lo Lower River and crossed over -
either climbind or by lielow. None of the T climbers fell
in. We then went on Lo Sludg LaKe which wo Tound without
much troubles and didn’t attemel to cross. He then returned
and found our was ocut of the cave after a fivae nour trie.

Three of us - Judws Guw and Phil - then went on up to
Wiburdss looking in at McKeowns Hole on Lhe wod. We had a
good Lime round Wiburds running round end en.Jouind ihe mud
. slide. We left Lhe cave after 2 fun hours and walked on up
the valles tg where the river sinks underground, Lo have a
wash. Then we walked all the way back to came in the dark.

Thursday we all went to J41 (Dugers) down which 6 of
went and 4 reached the end, We Tound cur wag down the
Perculators and then down (and ur) 2ll the eritches. It was
a vers sticke and muddws trirs but ve monazdged Lo reach the
bottom by recucling ladders. The last 2 mitches were rretluy
herd and mainle overhandings and need belawing. AL ihe bottlom
we had a2 look al the did and then rroceeded Lo dHetl ourselves
and a1l the muddy gear 211 the waw cutl of tho cavo. We
finaslly emerded after a3 verw dirtw 2 hour trie. (This cave
was comrared to a T.0.P. trie and a8t ohne sirde was colled &

farce. ) We then went down to the river for 3 uwash before
dark.

Euirment needed 3
15t Piteh - throudh saueeze stalagmile -50° helaudirore
+helav
2nd Pitch - boll belay - ik
3rd Pitch - leader clizbs wr@  laundry chuls
+ chisney and belavs 2L the tor ( doing this
saves Lime and energy for olhers in Lhe raprdu) -

4Lh Piteh - down elher sides same belau eoinl - T
Sth Piteh - rulley syslen -~ 30" 4Crah

&Lh Piteh - sialadnile helay - 50 strovetbelsy
7ih Pitch - boulder belay = 30 siracetielay

MN.B.+ by rulling ur the Ird and Sth rilch laddars
these can be recucled for the &Lh snd 7ih eitches
saving Lime and the gear reauired.

On Frideg we did a2 ouick trir Lo the Bouthern Lineslons
to lookK dinto Richard MoNezll s Volvo caver bul couldn’ i findg
ity g0 we sentl him down another hole h2 Tounde it went for
2 tight 3¢ but ended in & dirt blockegfze. Yol sven ihis nust
surely have olher delidhis thatl nesd locking intn.

AfLer numerous flies (sic )y we dave Block Csve 3 misss
and wenil and washed all the gear and aurczivesy pulling an
end to an enJdoweble and rewarding weell of coeving., Thoush
some of us still had some enerdy end light ledl and headed
off on 3 “Chureh Crawl’ Lo Wuanbene.
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FOR ALL YOU VERTICAL
CAVING ENTHUSIASTS -

A UNIQUE BCOY,
ON AN INNOVATIVE NEW TECHNIQUE,~

WHICH 1S THE LOGICAL PROGRESSION FROM

THE EARLY METHoDS OF LADDERING, TO THE MORE
RECENT SINGLE ROPE TECHNIAUES.

THIS NEW (AND OLD) TECHMQUE 1S THE FINAL STEP
IN VERTCAL CAVING = AND MORE EXHILERATING

AND QUIUER THAN ANY OTHER . TECHNIBWLE.

So - ordesr y::;uh- wpy mw'.'—

And dis
i " swnWo.s?;c,k

Yo (oving With i—

" =
. M %‘gsr_
& | %‘,:i:
%, =
4'{_ %er....

CONGRATULATIONS

A full report on Cave (‘,em'il-:‘t will appear in the next . issue. SUSS
was well represented, and S3USS {eams came 1s' and 2rd in Speleo-
sports.” SUSS also wen the prize for the best cave surver published
in the past 2 vears {Spider), and Graeme Smit (SUSS} won prizes

in the pholc competition, Congratulaiions .
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Flinders University ~ Adelaide
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THE N.S.W. CAVE RESCUE GROUP

MEMBER OF N.S.W. VOLUNTEER RESCUE ASSQOCIATION

REs QPU E ] %\ P.0. BOX 122, BANKSTOWN 2200

( sixth Annual Cave Rescus Training Weskend )
e X EE WE

You are invited to attsnd this Year's rescue practice at Bungonia Caves on 7th — 8th
March, 1981,

The aime of the weekend are to highlight the difficulties of cave rescus (so don't
have an accident in a cave), to teach basic rsscue techniques and procedures and
finally to outline and demonistrate the back up services available in a rescue
situation. As part of the weekend's activities we will have Police Rescus,
Ambulance, Volunteer Rescue and 5, E, 5, vehicles and personnsl on hand, together
with doctors and first aiders to give demonatrations,

To cater for varying levels of cave rescue experience (years of caving experience

also considered) separate programmes have been organised: ,RED (beginners) having
lectures and workshops on Saturday followed by exercises underground on Sunday,

GREEN (some experience) exercises commence on Saturday and continue on Sunday,

YELLOW (experienced) exercises commence Saturday morning (similar format to Rescue '80).
Maximum team size - 8 persons, Clubs / Groups may work together in teams if desired -
the gore capable and experienced the team, the more challenging will be the exercises,
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT ALL TEAMS AND PARTICIPANTS BRING THEIR OuN CAVING EQUIPMENT:
ladders, SRT gear, ropes, stc,, as the emphasis will be on getting the rescus going an
and improvisation,

This year the whole exercise will be held in the area known as "Beck's Gully® so
participants are advised to be fully self-contained inecluding water,

For safety reasons ALL persons entering.the area will register on arcival and de-register
when leaving.

A canteen will provide refreshments on both days, In additien, the following meals
will be provided: -

lunch and dinner Satufday and lunch on Sunday.
You will need to provide your ouwn breakfasts both days and eating utensils for meals,
Cost for the weekend = inclusive of camping fesa - will bs $10 per hsad,

Mo matter what the wsather condi tions, the weekend will go ahead as planned.

All are welcome to attend, so get your club tegether or come by yourself, The past
practices have been great successes and we want this one to prove to be of walue to
cavers also,

To assist us to organise the weeskend efficiently please complete the form below
and return to us before the end of Febroary, 1981, or centact one of the following:
Bob Taylor  02-6323932 (H) or 02-6000777 (W)

Grace Matts 02-700374 (H) or 02-6442252 (W)

Ron Dalzell 02-6077778 (H)

RESCUE "84

I / We will be attending RESCUE 781 on Macch 7-8, 1981, Please find enclosed cheque/
money order for cost of weekend — $10 per head.
NARE: Phona No,

ADCRESS:

SOCIETY £ CROUP:




FRIDAY, 6TH

SATURDAY, 7TH

SunDAY, 8TH

RESCUE 781

BUNGON XA 7TH/BTH MARCH, 1981

12.00 noon

0630

0745
0800
0830
1030
1045
1245
1300
1345
1400

1800
1830
1845

0630

0745
08co
0830

1200-1230
1300
1400
1430

1500

GENERAL PROGRAMME

Commence Set Up tevts, signs, delineate areas (CAG)
Commence Registrataon {CrG)
Commence Team Selections {cRG)

All persons register on arrival

Wzke up siren

CRG Briefing

Study notics board re: teams already formed % exarcises
General Briefing

Lectures Start

Morning Tea

Lectures Re-commenece - Yellow tesams commsnce exercisss
Lectures Finish

Lunch starts

Lunch finishes

Workshope Commence - Gresn teams commence exercises
Afternoon Tea

Exercise Finishes

Tea

Camp fire/Films

Wake up siren

(RG Briefing

Study notice poard re: teams and exercises
Briefing

Exercises Commence - ALl teams

florning Tea delivered Lo sxsrcises
Exercises Finish

Lunch Commences

ﬂabr;nf

Debrisf finished - Weekend officially sndsd
CAG Dabrief

Break camp
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FUTURE EVENTS

Januarvy
R ——

Tuesdavy 27th, SUSS Committee Meeiing - Peter Winglee's place,
25 Nowrunie St., Summer Hill, 7.30 pm. Drairing trip

fo fellow

Februm:_‘f

TASMANIA., Contact Ian Mann - except that by ‘he iime vou read this

he will have left
Thursday 5th. SUSS General Meeiing . Holme Building, 7.30 pm.

Wednesday-Friday 18-21. Orieniation Week - help man the SUSS
stand. There will be film shows, etec, Confaci Guy

McKanna 997 3758 if you can help.

21et-22nd. Abercrombie, Restricted numbers - it 1s an MSS
trip and they bave reserved 4 places for us. Contacl

Mike Lake, 524 5229,

Sunday 22nd. Field Day, Northern Beaches sea caves and cliffs,
followed by barbeque. Details next Bull. eor at the Orientation

Weelk stand,

28th - 1s' Murch, . Jegnolan, Contact Mike Lake, 524 5229

March
Thursday 5th, '8USS 'Geéneral Meeung, Holmé! Building, 7.80 pm.

Tth - 8th. CAVE RESCUE WEEKEND, Bungonia. See details in

this issue,
14th -15th, Jenolan. Contact ian Mann, 631 4321
21ls1 - 22nd. Buchan, Victoria. Contuectr lan Mann, 631 4321,
21st 22nd. Bungonia. Consact Guy Cox. 818 1896

28th- 29ih  Wyanbene, Contact Ian Mann, 631 4321,
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from: THE SUN,
CAVE conversations:

13/8/80 Kid 1: Hey, | wonder what
kind of lights they have In the
River Cave?
it ?:hI;land lights, of course.
Kid, 9“: What powers, the lighia
in the Lucas Cave?
Kid 4: Battorles?
Aaagoghbh, agsin,
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