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MEWS HTADLINIS

CAMOWEAL hzs had a cave rescue. Lasi week a Mr Armstead
from Mt Isa had a fall in one of ihe Camoweal caves,
and suffered a brolen leg. Rescuers took 11 hours to get

him out.

WORLD RECORD, The Gouffre Jean Eernard, already the world's
deepest cave, is now deeper., Divers from the Speleo Club
Vulcain, of Lyons, passed sump 2 in the systemin the last

week of February, and added ancihe r 40 m depth to the system, taking

it to -1455 m,

USA. Friars Hole, zn interesting-sounding and rather wef system in
West Virginia, is now the third longest cave in the USA, with

& surveyed length ol 38 miles (61 km).

JENOLAN  Recent trins to Spi{iér Cave have found first Pirates
Delight, and more recnntly Dingo Dig, flooded, We seem

to have been fortunnte in the past four years, in that dry weather

has kept these more or less permancntly open - any caver who got

flooded in could have a long, lons wait,

JUMARS The item in News Headlines (April) about Jumar safety-catch
spring failures hcs triggered s response from Jeff Crass in

JE®
this issue. It would sppear, from such evidence as is available,
that the letter reproduced hers, from Poul Gorman, is unnecessarily
alarmist - articles by Neil Mortgomery and Donna Mcrowski in recent
issues of Caving Intornational {no 10) and 135S news present some

more realistic recommendeations, a2s well as a2 method of testing

whether you have the new ~r modified =ppirg, It is noteworthy

that the rather more serious preblem with the CMI ascender has

not received any publicity in the USA - Yankee chauvinism lives on !
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COBING O ATw IN NuwzBALAND by Myregret tiesd (An Arthropologist)

ft is unliely that such a small ceuntry of limited population could survive the
various modifying forces inflicted upon it by Mr Bunsen and the torch bearers
of Aussie opeleolosy, in fact the country has undergone some alteration as a
result. Attitudes have boen changed; people enlightened, women herded and cattis
raped, It is surprising that the country is still the same, It is no longer as
conservative and its people have come of age, for this reason Ishall in future
refer to this quaint Pacific backwater as QL0 LEALANU,

Ihe first ti:ing one notices as one or more arrives is that the country is a ful.-
fuactioning car musewn, Ihis has been rectified, Vur Christchurch contact
contenplated buying a rew car as a result of our visit, dis old one blew up whil:-
driving us to the airport. will Howan Emberson ever get over our visit?

I'11 bet the hetueka anl Takaka Police woidt., A quick day-trip down Harwoods Hal:
by "Ulisters" McKinnen resulted in her bivouacking out overnight with Bryan ani
Lan, The loss of three people caused the odd paulc button tu be pushed and the
possibility of a Police search had to be consideped, When the verdict was "SAfC
the Motueka FTolice were notified:-

~ixcuse ne officer I'd like vou to call-off the searchand rescue ;nstlgated by
the Nelson Pelice by phone yesterday because you were closed we had to ring thes
that is if the Takaka Tolice haven't called it off alrealy. You see we went do.-
HarwoodS, cenessnes 2"
="Could you sav that ageinplease,slowly?"
=gt Heally !¢

So the best layed plans of stoats and weasels had to be delayed by 2 day and tis
it was up Mt Arthur- so we chased it up there, Arthur isn't a bad name for 2 rz _--
It isn't as good as a city called Swiney so I think a liitle improvement is In
order i= We went up Mt Fred for a wesks investigating indentations, plumbing
nitches,;sinklng shaits, decending deep depressions droppind down darkness's der:-
exploring eerie excavations, climbinglown crenulated cavities, pushing perferats:
pits ond shooting Vietcong.

Ihis is the paradox of our culture- we cliwb to tiie hizhest point on the landsce-
and then decend into its depths,”,”.".",". §feel 3115°_ "%

"Bryan what's Vertigo?' - "Agreen colour!l®
The wit of thie man could not be matched nor his taste in caves, Not even climbi-:
the wrong moustain could surpass the rigovrs of otwyle of bwyan.,

A cave that took three days to garden, toe fruits of this labour to be reaped =~
01d Zealamlers only, because not even us "mad Sussies" wish to visit it again,
inatable boulder pile at the entrance was cleareld using a Lourendetenator, The**
self-propeliing ,oelf~locating explosive devices operate by jumping up and dec-
on a precarious rockpile until 1t fails down the funnel of the pitch., They have
the advantage of being sel{ resulating in intensity, Juration and direction of
force appllcation and in sowe cases as in thlis situation they are re-useable,

Fiteh L was cleared and thus naned the atnnLHE, Lt was shortly followed by the 2
noteable feature of the cave & 90n shaflt calied Biggus Dickus (it can be re=bels
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at 25m). iz joy of discovery ended shortly beyond this with a trin down the
Caesar Augustus Memorial sewer., A tight meandering rift through herribly friable
rock impregnated with calecite or more massive limestone fragnents which tenled to
rip Busy lhuns to blireds and shatter our depth Jreams, Future exploration was
generously left to the 01d Lealanders,

Indeed they are old. We met most of them at tine annual Nettlebed Jamboree, I think
it is 2 :nod thing to get all the active cavers of one country invelved in the -~~.
exploration of & single cave system at one particular tine each year, It has its

nroblems esrecially when all wish to camp in the bowells of the earth at some time

or other Lut at lesst coimmunication betwe=-n 0ld Z=ala:id cavers exists at a
sersenal level,

fettlebed went of { smoothly with us Aussies being chief entertainment. I'd naver
prussicked 50m up a waterfall without m carbide going out, before, Trust it to
asppen whan I had 5 litres of potrol clipped to my belt, "If you see the flash

its too late.," Other eatertainuent came fiom Mark’s swirulng to make the PHOTO3
ook good and .., bl rizging of pltches high in the roof above camp. You see
tils Mettlebed cav: is supposed to go up, not down. In fine style as taught to

iilm on Mt Fred, Mark kicks dewn all “he loose rutble and rocks down the shaft §0
that he doesn®t zet sconed vien ite decends nor ddces he get the chop- Good Technlyte
but not when the shaft cnas despevateiy close to six sleeping cavers, We made a
turried trip down to cuap to see LF it still existed,

Yo didn’t vurn the cave Into the Soutiern Hemispleres Deepest but the 0ldZeslanders
did, .Boring, ... o wag the rest of the trip ctc,
fhat's zll
Stephen Hunton
Waikikimookow 01d Zealand.

SRESINT: sldinton Cracne Jadth dryan Cleaver 5.U.9.5.
Tan Lutherborrow Janine Helinnon H.C.LG.
virk o%aifels tiark Laurendet 3v,G.4.0.T.
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EQUIPMENT

As 2 follow up to last months article on the problems of
Jumars read on, and remember to be careful when using
your ascenders, no matter what brand.

iClimbing? Magazine 1o.62 Sept-0Oct 1980 P.38.

Dear Editor:

Certain 1979 Model Jumar ascenders appear to be potent-
ially hazardous due to defective safety lever springs,

A pair returned because the salety levers failed to
remain closed, were sent to the manufacturer for analysic,
we have subsegquently been advised that the problem was
with the safety lever closure springs and might affect an
unknown gquantity of early 1979 (yellow).Model Jumgrs.

This problem may not arise until after they have been in
use,

1979 Model (yellow) Jumars should noct be used until they
have been returned to the place of purchase for inspect-
icn, correction, replacement parts, exchange or refund,
depending on how the scller is cquiped to handle the
problem, The United States Consumer Product Safety
Commission has been made aware of the potential danger,
and, in cocperation with that apency; we request your
assistance as a respected information source for the
technical climbing community in making the climbing
public aware of this potential hazard.

Sincerely,

Panl ¥. Gorman Jr.
Retail Operations
Bastern Mountain Sports.
PETERBOROUGH NORTH

The CHMI figure eight descender is presently being inves-
tigated in Svdney (in conjunction with a distributer).
The aluminium nlley uzed seems not to be of sufficient
hardness, wearing in use very easily, and comparisons
are being made with other brands of the same confipgura=-
ation, A CHMI descender used in Tasmania [or the YFebruary
caving btrip was worb in halfl , other users (notably
scouting groups) have relurned their CMI's with similar
wear problems.
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Yet another warning, Sticht Deldgy Plates have come under
suspigion, failures occuring as the alumium alloy used

may be too soft, Users are warned to constantly check

them, Invesiipgations are being made by members of the

Few 7Zealand Alpine Club, So <you tudding "hard men"

rock climbers in the club check your gear before you do

your birdman impressions,

JEI'F CRASGS.
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LOW BATTERY INDICATOR

by Michael Lake

Have you ever been caving and, without warning, your lead acid lig-
konks out hours from the exit?

Your answer is probably yes.

Often one doesn't really know how many hours of light remain after
a full day's caving. The following device will give a visual
indication of iwpending battery failure by flashing a red light
emitting diode.

Circuit Operation

At the heart of the device is @ monolithic oscillator, an LM 3909,
specifically designed by National Semiconductor to flash L.E.D.'s
{see circuit diagram). By using the timing capacitor for voltage
boost it delivers puises of 2 or more volts to the L.E.D. while
operating on a supply of 1 to 5 volts (see Mational Semiconductor
application ncte on LM 3909, January 1975). Consequently it is
ideally suited Tor operation from a 4 velt lead acid battery.

The 1 X resistor is to increase the flash rate to a few Hz.

The 2 transistors and potential divider form a circuit that sense:
the declining battery voltage and turns on power to the LM 3909
when the battery voltage is below 2 certain value determined by
the value of resister R 3. By changing R 3 the number of hours
warning of impending battery failure can be adjusted.

The value of R 3 is best determined experimentally to give the
desired warning time,

Insteilation

Stee! topped M.S.A. batteries are more suited for the device as
there is considerable room for circuitry. (I've also managed
to fit in a L.C.0. clock in my battery and there is still room
for a small compass).

Mount the components on a piece of bread board making sure that
they sit as low as possible. The transistors are best laid flat.
With a scalpel or similar instrument remove any undesired copper
strip and after soldering in the components cut back any protruding
wires as far as possible.

Test the circuit on your battery during a discharge and,if
satisfied, finally cover the entire circuitry in araldite leaving
some long wires out for the L.E.D. and battery contacts.

Mount the L.E.D in a hole drilled in the top of the metai case,
connect all the wires and good luck!
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AUSTRALIAN CAVES AND CAVIMC ISBN 0908240 15 &

. Western Colour Print
] S8 I G
Ross Ellis/ S58 {1980} $6.95 A4, S6 pages colour/B -:
Juet Berore Ensler ! wés browsing thrssgh seme vecsnt publieations al ot lockl newsafent whap 1 Apise U3
above title. AR FIrst I took 1T 92 ba s epriat of e 1572 Pariminokle beok of the same name by Wellgars
fabrau, Buch maz Dot iha cass,

—

Frow reading this mew peblization, ane galaz the lopression that tha Sydney Zpeleologizal Society s the s
society (of note) I tha shole of Ausiralia, indeed, no other club of soglety has been nemed argwhers fn Lo
acant and sketchy taxt, For & publication that has besn released mationmicde, this appeara snobbish = a-
lef2t the author or publistier could have inserted & 8hort Nots containing the ASP address go thab fnteresiss
perRLnd could gat in ot with thet body for indormacion about tha socliety naareat them, A real bivc of

couriesy would havz been to publiok the entire ABF memboralip list « there mes no Isck of space on the Zirs.
P2g9, or throughoui the hook, o do this.

(ilte apare froz th: titie, dome of the ©axt 18 aimoat & wodd for word 21000 from the Pariwinils/Rahrau Soos
ig un Infringement of copyright imvelwed?

4s for content, thefS3 publifcacion offers far iass {rformatien then 948 Periwinkle nameseda, One plese ©
informstion {from page 1) that ] would liks explained I8 how 555 can manape & weokend vislts Lo &reds Burs

&3 Thillegee, The Kigberleyz and the Frenklin diver.® Heybe that is why @ pboto of & Hurse with 2 smix
Epredrs midway hrough the Dued.

Sy publicacion is supposed lo aducEia to £ome &XIeRnt = § oma do this bevter thon others, The SES publicatss
G068 M0 educate vory well. The page titled *Tachniques? coniained fext telling the reader how ohs lei—e

tschniques necessalry o caving {salely?) by atterding club flela dayz. One con onlvy Bagume fTom The scaned
depicted over the page under the title of ‘Ladder Dropa’ that BSS fileld days teschs

§ TRigglng ladder ftroces over flnkes so that they uay alip during use cauaing & jerk thet eavld
gverstrain wires ato,, or throw the climber off tas ladder

2 Ripgzing & lsddsr 50 that the 'hesd’ gois oo apect. {extramely bad practise, casily
f : ovércome by Inserting a kerabipar)

% That the balaver ghanid be anchored with pladty of riack rope
o @8 the wear-grop lnseri ehowe

4 That the climbor should have & ressomtblis emouni of elack so they will fali Pusther i they
are unmueky emolugh to come drift of the ladder.

it i3 generally sccepted thet gloves are & necessity when uaing ST , bud the dominant photograph on ths A4,
vealing with the sublect showa the uger with bare hande while the glova of ths vser in the lower photoimix
indiatinct, #o wention 18 mode of glovas In the Texi = mof the fact that opaclal ropas are nesded,

if you eet oui Lo transnit indormacion aboui & aspecicllised Sport to & guiilble and techolcislly igmeaiany
miblle, 1t ahculd be done properly &y publishing scencs (and Sexl) thet depict the correct methsda = M W
=00t deadiy,

the photograph and Lozt relating to 'Bats! contradict each othar, The fext reads; "Dats are protecte

mormala and shoitld net be dieturbed, You are sctusliy & vigitor fn thelr Dowms and ahould not diawrd them
in Ay wey,.v

Tha nheisgroph above this capllion shows 3 ¥isitors in Dat Cave, Marecoorte, surrcunded by hundrsde of obeiz—i
diziurted bhata, it could Do srgued thei the bats wera leaving tha cave for the evening msal, bud melihe-
tha Cart nor tha pleture suggeat this,

The photographe of Sifefden's HMurder Cave wore surdered by the surrvurding colour schsme.

Ay coph, top wevke et go Lo 858 for distribution, as the publication hes been TepoTled from meveral parts

of Ausirelia, For = supposedly matforal publication, the text ig
pensland zelting the lionts share of plotographin ec;nmgarmzl
Bouth fustalls and the Morthen Territory are dimissed with 7
Avstrelia Jars & ole better mith i and 17
Lentionsd sarlisr,

Peavily biased Tomards 855 with MSW &
g 106 plotures botween them whiie Yicts- .

{colleotivaly ), Tamanla ond Westarn
pletires respectively, dus ro doubt %o 453ta meakand ripping,

In short, & publication poorly gresented and iaid out, Jackin
T : _ sen ’ ing wesful Infoimation, s
gruphs have beer downgraded oy fervat kid the insiualon of piotures af poor quelity, THA-NR - Apart o

At $6.95 8 copy, the publizscion seems over-priced bub o doudt £55 mill be lesghing all the may W the bperx

N, Poul ter

q"l"ﬁn Saw' 1
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 1981 - 2

PRESIDENT Paul Greenfield, 32 Leopold St., Croydon.
797 - 6975 (h): 692 3524 (w)

VICE PRESIDENT Mike Lake, 31 Crescent Rd.. Caringbah
& LIBRARIAN 524 5229 (h): 692 3145 (w)

CORRESPONDENCE SECRETARY Ian Mann, 48 Gwydir St.,
Greystanes, 631 4321 (h)

MINUTES SECRETARY Richard Mackay, 16 Northcote Rd.,
Lindfield. 46 1740 (h)

MEMBERSHIP Secretary. Judy Clarke, 10 Holden St.,
Epping. 86 5458 (h)

TREASURER  Brice Welch, 21 Thompson St., Marrickville
5693 92928 (h): 660 4898 (w)

EDITOR Guy Ccex, 180 Short St., Balmain. 818 1896 (h):
692 2351 (w)

ASSISTANT EDITOR Mark Twigg, 46, Nerfolk St., Killara
498 2996 (h)

SAFETY OFFICER Guy M&Kanna, 48 Vineyard 5t
& ASF CORRESPONDENT Mona Vale 997 3758

EQUIPMENT OFFICER Judi Strickland, 10 Second 5t,
Ashbury.

JIM SEABROCK MEMORIAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Peter Winglee, 25 Nowranig 5t, Summer Hill
799 6403 (h): 230 0277 x 336 (w}
Peter Campbell, 6/45 Albert Rd Strathfield,
764 1027 (h)
Randall King, 89 Marian St, Enmore 518 5296(h)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS Phillip Cole, 12 Meldrum Ave,
Miranda. 525 2496 (h)



Committee Mémibers (cont. )

Ross Newberv, 10 Asquith St, Ostley., 57 3434 (h)

fvan Desailly, 7 Eddie Ave, Panania 773 3861 (h}

NEW ELECTIONS TO THE REMOTE & INACCESSIBLE PLACES

SUBCOMMITTEE: Bryvan Cleaver, Helen Turton, Geoff Innes.

FUTURE EVENTS

JULY

Thursday Znd. SUSS Genersl Meeting, Slide show of the recent
stupendous Tasmanian trip. Common Hoom, Holme Bldg.,

T.20 pm,
4th ~ 5th. Jeneclan, Spider Cave, Heffslump Trap, J 168,
J 170. Contact: Paul Greenfield x 797 6975
17th - 19th Skiing in the Snowies. Contact lan Mann, 631 4321

Monday 27th. SUSS Committee Meeting, Guy Cox's place,
180 Short Strett, Balmain.

AUGUST

Thursday 6th. SUSS General Meeting, A speaker will talk on

Mexico., Common Room, Holme Building, 7.30 pm
i6th - 2Znd Yarrangobilly. Contact Mike Lake, 524 52238

Monday 24th. SUSS Commitiee Meeting. Place to bBe announced.

SEPTEMBER

Thursady 3d. SUSS Generai Meeting., Siides of Jan Manns recent
expensive trip to the Kimberleys. Common Room, Holme
Bldg., 7.30.

2ist - for 5 months, Caving in South Wales and Yorkshire, Guy Cox

g18 1896

ok
]
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