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Editorial

Welcome to another interest-packed issue of the SUSS Bull. This
one has been brought to you by the hard work of Grant and Kristin
(typing), Guy Cox and Bruce Welch (printing) and a cast of thousands
in collating and wrapping. I would also like to thank our VAX11/780
for the effort it has put into executing the many millions of instruc-
tions needed in the process of typing, editing and formatting this
hulletin, The timetable for bulletin preduction is now :-

Typing Articles -- any time before the printing week
Editing and Paste-up == Monday cf the meeting week
Printing -- Tuesday

Collating -- Wednesday

Any offers of assistance wiil be accepted (except when 1 am
trying to prepare a lecture!), Even more importantly, we need a con-
stant stream of good quality articles if we are to maintain a high-
guelity bulletin., So, why not write a trip report or even a serious
article on some matter of speleological interest, All contributions
are subject to editing but we print almost everything we can get our
hands on. We even print contributions from Mike and Guy,

I am planning ancther Spider Cave ’'special issue’ to document the
!arge sections of the cave discovered in the last year. As a run-up to
this there should be even more Spider work than wusual, so pester a
trip-leader into running a Jenolan trip so that you can participate,

The Important news in Australian caving just now is the bottoming
of Ice Tube, which now becomes Australia’s deepest cave. This is a
severe blow to all those who have ‘done’ Khazad-Dum but the TCC people
involved should be congratulated on their work. A trip report of the
first descent, together with a survey can be found later in this
issue, Hore information can be found in (future?) TCC and ASF bul-
letins.

Also coming up is the 14th Biennial ASF Conference which will be
held in Adelaide at the end of this year., Start thinking about atten-
ding now. More details will be published in the next bulletin
{assuming that we have space)., For those who have never been to an ASF
coenference, they tend to be good social occasions, followed by well-

un field trips. So if you want to .visit the Nullarbor, this would be
“n ideal opportunity.
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3 Tazmanian Trip
gr .
How to Fit a Medical Course in'with ¥Your Caving
" Committments

Malicolm Handel

I recently had the good fortune to arrange an elective term =&t
the Mersey General Hospital, near Devonport, for & period. ' of & wesks.
During. this time I w1nt cn Frur superb caving trips with T.C.C, which
climaxed in the exploration of & new deep cave, in which we ran out of
repe nearly J00m down. Another trip wes planned for tuo weeks later,
my last weekend in Tassie, but heavy snow made access along the
Florentine PRoad impossible. ' The spectre of an undescended 3%m water-
fall .pitch at the limit of &}pl“Latlﬁﬁ was more than a little tantal-
izing, sc, not to be outdone by had weather, ! flew from Sydney to
Hobart ;fﬂr the weekend of S5th & 6tH pf June to join the next T;C.C.
trip to the cave. In a 12" }/2 holr trip the cave was bottomed and. at
-345m. Ice Tube i5 now the'deepest cave in RAustralia.

My thanks to the members of T.C.C. who made me welcome to _parﬁi*
1pate . in their discovery
- A beginpers’ trip
o
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This trip of 6 people invelved 3 baginners. No one Knew ‘their
way in the cave which made it all rather fun, The water is waist deep
in places where it is usuailly knee deep whirh made it all rather
silly. We.never did find our way tp the Grand Fissure but we did have
a gocd splash around.,

Present: Trevor Wailes, Wick Hume, Peter Shaw, Roland Eberhsrd, Rik
and Jarnine Tunney, Malcols Handel,

Grewling Swallet is the biggest stream .sink in “the Junee-
Florentine area and has been known for many yeacrs, It has a classic
stream passage which can easily be fDiLD :ed from the entfance down to
khe sump without- the .idse of any tackle., Just before the 'sump is 2
passage off to the lett which leads gradvally upwsrds and - through a
particularly awkward rift, This passage has been known for & loag
time, however recent exploration by Trevor Wailes and Andrew Briggs (1
think?} inveolved finding a wvay onwvards up a precariocus climb leading te
the discovery of & lot more passage. In this new part of the gave isg
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@ sizeable streem apparently independent of the main Growling Swallet
stream. The new section is a complex series of passages which has
been progressively explored over several trips.

On our trip te this area we struggled to bring a scaling pole
from +the entrance and left it in a good spot for use on another trip.
We then went exploring, Some leeds didn't go, and we left a pitch
undescended for want of tackle. Thie trip’s main addition to Lhe
cave’'s exploration was 100m of passage leading upwards and possibl-
getting close to the surface.

Trevor Wailes of T.C.C. is coc-ordinating the exploration of
Growling Swaliet and he wisely intends to have the known passage sur-
veyed hefore pushing exploration further. Crowling Swallet is now
considered to he the longest cave in the J-F area and it certainly
makes a great caving trip.

Present: Most of the active members of T.C.C. plus numerous mainland
cavers from enough clubs to hcld an A,S5.F. conference. Even
Henry Shannon was theret!

HESTMOORLAND FALLS CAVE - A cave dive

9th April

This is one of the lesser known caves of HMole Creek. It once
took a streem in the entrance but a pipe now diverts the water away
from the cave to be used for farming purposes, At the bottom of this
gently descending cave is a deep sump which Stefan had previously
noted was & good diving prospect, Stuart, Trevor, myself and one
other helped to carry the equipment for Stefan and Nick to do the
dive, Nick dived first and penstrated an underwater rift to reach a
chamber that had no airspace. His swimming stirred up mud, so,
despite having reeled out & safety line, he was concerned about losing
nis orientatien in this water-filled cavity. He duly returned. When
Stefan dived he had trouble equalising his ears since he had a hit of
a c¢old, so he restricted his dive to the shailow vater visible Fro-
the sgurtace.

This is one of Australia’s best wet caves:.and is not to be missed
by any spelunker. Our trip intended going to the downstream section
as far as the sump, We then climbed up to a higher level nearby wher-
ne  tried fto push a rockpile beyond the well known as "Breeze Hole”,
**. one stage, after much sgueezing and gardening of houlders, Stuar:
snd 1 thought we’d cracked it, only to have our hopes dashed by fin-
‘ing footprints in the mud. After this we Jjudiciously retreated t-
the bar of the Mole Creek Hotel from which we were the last to le=-
‘-~ =n alchoholic haze,
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KUBLE KHAN - You won't valk on better flowstone than this
1lth April

Enother clasasic cave which lives up to its reputation for
cutstanding beauty. We went in the top entrance and promptly got tan-
gled up with & bunch of Victorians {(our own Hﬂ-Eﬁ Turteon was masquera-
ding as one of them), One can Ha“dly miss The Khan, but the Pleasure
Dome with its one acre of terraced flous{nnﬁ ic easily missed 1if vyou
don"t know the way. Fortunately one of the Victoriarns knew the way.
For usg the way out was tfr ough the “tteamaﬂv and up & ladder which
we'd previously hung at the lower antrance. 1t was dark uhen ws emer-
ged and lurking in the bushes was Greeme Smith eb al <{yes. vyou know
him, sillyi) who -<laimed he waz on his way to do Ghengis Xhan., Now
who'd want to go caving in the middle of the night?

ICE TUBE ~Degep, cold, uwet, and still going..
15th May

nt: Stefan Ehechard, Nick Hume, Trevor Wailes, Malcolm Handel
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Thls was the =ort of experience vertical cavers drean about, Ice
Tube: had had four previous trips to it and a depth of over 200m had
heenmrehbhed. Wz entered’ the cave at abhout midday after a ! 1/2 hour
walk through the rsinforest with what ve thought was heaps of rope.
We quickly descended the firast 5 pitches and reached the .top of the
long 6th pitch which Stefan had been down hefore on & rope that wasn’'t
long encugh, R 50 rope just touched the hottom and we descended the
new pitch, As there were no anchor points available we had to tie
another rope on the end of- the 50m rope to do the next pitch of 12m,

AMclimb down a rift passage carrying a fast-flowing stream led to
another big pitch which required bolting. Up until now the cave could
be rigged almost dry but this new pitch changed all that. It was well
and truly wet, MHorecver it reguired another 50m rope and we now had
no- tackle left. This was most ‘unfertunate, beceuse anly 15m from the
bottom of this drep wes yet another shaft with ite bottom only just
visible through the spray of water, By considering pitch lengths,
Stefan estimated our depth tod be 280m to 290m. (Survey later shoued
this point to be 250m, so whe needs a survey?) Knowing that Khazad-
dum is 323m deep and that the bottom of this new, undescended wet
piteh was ahout the same provided as much encouragement to return as
is likely in any caving situation,

t is derigging that makesz vertical caving hard vork end ‘Ice Tuhe
iz no exception. Getting a thorough dfencbﬁnq on a very wet nitch
duesn’t help either. Even the Znd pitch, which is no problem while
abseiling, ‘gives yvou a good dose of water uhi:e prussiking out, After
9-1/2 hours underground, we emerged to the cold, night air and it was

tired, wet and rather mesmerized foursome that bumbled Dﬁ:k through
he kalﬂfﬁfEEt by the light ﬁf the headlanmgs.

The Australian depth record was sitting there waiting to be
grasped.
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Yee Tube - hustralia’s Deepest Cave
Malcom Handel

Thiz is a trip report of the first descent to the bottom of Ice
Tube on the 5Sth June 1982. At a depth of 345m it has now becone
hustralia’s deepest cave, replacing Khazad-Dum which is 323m deepn.
This was a Tasmanian Caverneerina Club trip,

Present: Stefan Eberhard, Roland Eberhard, MNick Hume, Trevor Wailes,
Stuart Hicholas, Hike Martyn, Malcolm Handel,

The entrance to Ice Tubhe was found by Stefan Eberhard in Decembep
1980, It is located in the Junee-Florentine area to the east of Growl-
ing Swallet and is reached by walking to the head of the dry wvalley
which contains Pendant Pot, Trapdoor and Slaughterhouse Pot, There is
a permanent stream which flowa - down fthe steeply sided deline and
straight into the cave’s entrance. Hany cavers feel that lce Tube wil
prove to be the last major swallet toc be found in the area.

Having reached & depth of 290m four weeks previcusly we were
naturally excited about our prospects, With more rone and a stronger
party ¢f 7 our chances of bottoming the cave lcocoked good bHut as we
drove up from Hobart to Haydena I didrn't hear many confident sta-
tements, Self doubt and memories of asbhorled trips can play on the
aind,

1t was almost midday when we ieft the cers at the end of the Nine
Road and with packs of rope and tackle ascended through rainforest ' to
the cave, The wvalk took less than the usual } 1/2 hours and at 1,30
Hick, Roland and 7 entered the cave with enough gear to rig the first
7 pitches, Stuart, Trever and Mike followed, surveying as they went
and Stelan brought up the rear doing the all important job of protec-
Fing the ropss,

From the entrance we walked down the active streamway to the
tirst mitch., X ledge extends out from the top of the waterfall makinc
it rasy to hang the rope clear of the water, but 7m down the pitch,
iy'nastics are reguired to avoid the torrent doun below. We swung con
hie rope, pendulum styvle, to grab hold of o knifeblade of limestn-
~eparating the wet shaft from the neighbouring dry one. The next move
invelved ciambering over the knifeblade 1¢ a small, airy stance on thr
other side, Here it was necessary to have a tie-off point to avoid
whing the rops on the sharp-edged limestons and a novel sclution wa:
tr =8lide the rope into a 4cm wide slot in the knifeblade and stop it
fron slipping through with a large knot., The remaining 18m of the
siteh was  an uncomplicated abseil to a point where the stream flows
down a gravel siope to the top of the next pitch,



A few delicete steps along a sloping ledge allowed us to hang the
2nd pitch awvay from the top of the waterfall., The drawbacks of this
were a particularly awkward take-off point and a good spray of water
for the lower half of the 22m pitch., Bevond here the cave continued as
a narrow, serpentinicus canyon. Unlike the' first few trips to the cave
which followed the stream we traversed horizontally and entered a high
level dry passage which involved several climbs and a lot of bridging
and chimneying until a 6m pitch was reached. This was closely followed
by a 19m pitch which had a passage entering it half way down. A sheort
section of «climbing brought us to the Sth pitech which was a very
pleasant 2%m shaft with swooth walls and straightforvward rigging from
a large chockstone in the roof,

Just a little further on the cave takes a sharp turn to the left
and almost goes back underneath itselif, Right on the very corner the
stream is met again cascading down out of the roof, before it shoots
off down a deeply incised vift We, on the other hand, stayed on the
same level and worked cur way aleng the narrow rift until the floer
waes no longer visible hetween our feet., This vas because the floor was
now nearly 50 meftre below us, To make progress in this narrow rift we
placed feet and arms firmly against the oppoging walls and relied
mainly on friction to prevent curseives from sliding doun. Had ane of
us  slipped it would have bheen most calamitous because only a metre
helow the valls of the rift separated abruptly tu form the roof of a
big black chasm, To make things worse a tight corner had to be nego-
tiated which necessitated a little teamwork to pass the gear through
to a ledge at the end of the rift.

From 2 bolts placed above the ledge & short descent was made to a
large horn of rock around which a long wire trace was placed for a
tie-off. Doning the mid~air crossing from the top section of rope to
the rope below the tie-off was made a little difficult by the fact
that the top rope came from one side at an angle: but it had the
advantage of producing a beautiful f(ree-hanging drop ito the floor of
this 46 metre pitch,

TAgide: The pitch lengths quoted were measured with a tape
measure ' from ledge to floor. In almost all cases the rope required 1s
longer, The 46 metre 6th pitch was done with a 50m rope which was
found to be a metre too short afier being Lied to 2 holts and the wire
trace, Fun and games were had hy all when they found they couldn't
gquite reach the floor.]

At the bottom of the long drop one rcan walk off to the side where
a small tributary stream falls from a high aven, Further around and
cver snme boulders is a dry sheft which extends both upwards &nd
downwards from the obdserver’s stance, Whether it comes from a noint
nigher in the cave or not shall only be knoun vhen e way inte this
shaft is found from the top. Whether it connects to a point lower down
in the cave is a question we left unansvered due Lo Lhe distinct lack
of anchor points in the scft, muddy walls.

Back in the main sStreamway there wes also a lack of anchor points
g0 we Lied the rope for the 7th pitch directly onto the botiom of the
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previous rope. The resulting 12m abseil wase subject to enough water
spray to vash a caver semi-clean on the outside without penstrating to
those dry undergarments, By following the water down vyet another
canyon we came to a 3m drop over which the fast {lowing stream shot in
an arc which cleared the walls, A handline of 2 inch tape enabled us
to c¢limb down on one side of the frigid jet of uvater, bringing us to
the top of the 8th pitch.

It was now time for Nick, Poland and 1 to take a pause as we had
run out of rope, Stefen had entered the cave last teo protect the first
2 pitches which are a bit tricky, but we had gexpected him to overtake
the survey party and "catch up to us with more rove, While we were
waiting we put a Znd bolt alt the top of the 8th pitch to make it a
little safer,

‘Finally Stefan, Trevor and Mike arrived,surveying as they came.
Stuart had taken sick at the 23rd pitch and had staved behind. After
lying doun for an hour he would slowly work his way back to the
entrance teo bulld a2 fire for our return., Stefan had taken over
Stuart’s job on the survey feam znd it was impressive that they had
surveyed so far in such a short time.

The Bth pitch added & lot to the difficulty of the cave hecause
it is 44m long and very wet, Its descent brought us to the limit of
e¥ploration of our trip four weeks previously. The 9th pitch proved to
be even wetter. 1t descends for 36m as a free hanging drop right in
the full force of the waterfall, Only Hike had a full wetsuit,
although some had wetsuit trousers, The rest of us were now soaked to
the skin in our woollens by the water wuwhich was 5 degrees Celsius
according to Stuart’s thermometer,

We walked across the open level floor at the bottom and stared in
wonder as the stream tumhled doun yet anobther chasm, This 1Im drop vas
rigged clear of the water to preduce the 10th and final pitch., A
stream flowed from the plunge pocl for several metres across the
gravel flosr and down a low crawlway where it sumped. The sump was not
a deep poel, but a fast flowving stream where the roof sloped down to
meet the water,

h narrow rift pessage above the sump was pushed for several
metres but did not ge., Any further exploraion should concentrate on a
rift which continues on from the top of the 10th piteh and may bypass
the sump., This is more easily said than done hecause it means traver-
sing along the vertica! walls above the final pitch on reck whick has
no opvious holds.,

The trip out was hard work, Prussiking up the 9th pitch was more
afin to swimming than climbing and the cold watar running dowr through
sur clothes sapped away body heat, The 8tk pitch was the same and the
47 metre 6th pitch seemed to go forever. 1 rememhber hanging on the
rope thinking that the top can only be & feu metres away oniv to  look
up  and see the rope continue baynnd tha range of my light, Hauling
gear up this pitch was no jokes either.
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We gelhered at the khase ol “he 5th pitch to organise ourselves
and the rope. Hike, ‘Trevor, Stefan and Roland divided up the rope
between them and headed for the surface. Nick and I were then left o
de-rig the top 5 pitches.This ran smoothly although everyone hecame
progressively more tired from the prussiking and hauling of gear. It
was a cold, vet and exhausled grouvn that gathered arcund Stuvart’'s fire
et the cave’s entrance waiting for the last person to emerge at 2 am,

K pot of soup was cocked, & ifew naths uvere made and it was 3Jam
before we set off throuah the rainforest to the cars. At 4.320 am we
arrived to the weclcome Cighl of & huce rovaring fire made by a friend

of Trev’'s who hed driven up Lo meet us, Over fruit cake we tallied up
the survey data on Stuart’z rcalculater, Some people were pessimistic
and we generally agraed that it would be touch and go whether Ice Tube
nad beaten K-D. It had, and the depth figure was met with much jubila-
tion as a bottle of beer went arcund.

Dawn cameé as we drove down the Florentine RBoad and headed for a
well-earned rest in HMobrreh !
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Speculaticns on Jenolan
Guy McXanna

The Jerolan Caves System is a complex and mystifying system, It
still holds many secrets, especially the Wooclly Rhinoceros and Hirsute
Hippopotamus., "In an attempt to develop theories on the aystem,
epeleos have spent many hours simply wandering through the caves, with
a watchful eye, committing certain fealtures to memcry. It takes a lcng
time to get the "feel” of Jenolan. Once one gets this feel, one knous
where to look for new leads and certain entrances that will ultimately
lead to new theories or perhaps the answar Lo one or many of the
numercus preblems of the cave system” . #

However what will become of Jenolan once the Woelly Rhinoceros
and Hirsute Hippopotamus are found? The intrepid speleec who finds thenm
will no deoubt aiso find glory but some of the ‘“romance" of Jenolan
will also be lost, Will this be the "end"” of Jenolan as a speieologi-
cal paradise? [$]) 1 Lthink not. The Jenclan and Mammoth Books have been
written - but they are in no manner exhaustive in their information.
Ho one has of yet heen able to explain the nature of Hammoth Cave,

I have beern into Mammoth numerous times, but it haz not wuntil a
recent sole trip into this cave (could this be a justification for
experienced spelecos’ solo trips?)*¥ that everything fell into place,
#ith any luck and a few more trips a preliminary report might be
forthcoming on its geomorphology and hydrolocy to commemorate its’
centenary of discovery, along with an historical paper on the cave and
its human history.

50 as you tan see there is still much scope for work at  Jenolan,
not just for dizcoveries but also for ansuers to long-ssked questions,
Some of the great past discoverisg vere mads by new members (such as
in Spider). So get out and develop vourself luse an Eb6 processl] and
local (as well as worldi knowladge. Take on a project or a dig,
Humerous of the more likeiy "to go" prejecte are listed below f(mainly
bscavse 1 do not have handes or time to undertake them alll [this last
comment iz exactly as Guy wrote it, so don’t blame the typistsl,

References
# Bruce Welch., "On trips to dHammoth Cave, Jenolan™, S.U.S5.5. Bull,
Ie (45 47

#4 Kevin Kiernan, “Solo Caving?". Scuthern Caver, 8 (2} Oct, '76,
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JENOLAN - OUTSTEHDING PROJECTS

3nider Cave - Rockpile Hain ®* Blowing Hole (J73) =#%t#
- Rockpile Douwnstream *#eb#
- Rockpile Upstream #%x¥xx Serpantine - Dig in pit #¥

- Hey Extension %%%%
- Climb the Be’i-Shaped Chamber %% J50 - refind #¥%x

Hammoth Cave ~ Smirncff’'s ¥+¥k% J175% ~ dig #*#

- Southern Rockpile and holez #¥%

- G.H.C., Avenz snd Bogkpile #u%2n J170 - dig %

- The overflow #¥

- NHaked Lady Chamber ¥ JI168 - dig ®¥¥¥

- Infinjite Creawl ##x

-~ Denzdig #¥¥# J56 - dia ¥#%¥
Warbo Cave * _ Bomuwick s Dig **
Wiburd's - Hennings dig #¥ Rho Hole - Rockpiles #%%7
JO04 E%# - Aladdin - River sgueeze anc

; dig %¥%

Century Cave ~ rifts ¥+ Peter Lambert - rockpiles
tlass Cave - Lower levels, search f{or Block - dig ¥¥+

river ¥*¥¥
Guinness’ Digs - dig ##
HefZalump ~ dig x#%%¥%

So pick a projecti and & cave
and get into i1L,.,!

Luy KHcKanna
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Some Biote in the Big Hole - Wyanbene

During my last wisit tc the bottom of the Big Hole - near Wyan-
hene - I noticed sumrhh‘h unusual, It wasn't the rock that missed me
by 8" that some tourist above had decided to ctone me with bhut a
"danger" from within the hole itself, As the bottem of the Big Hole
is the last place one expects to see a snake. “How did it get there"
was my first thought; it sure didn't come down the rope. Surely it
did not come from some vast void benszath the Hole, The only other
explanation 1is that it fell in, though I would have though that its
impact velocity due to gravity when it reached the bottom would have
left it rather dead. A decaving carcass of what looks to be a fox on
the N¥ zlope of the talus heap would tend to verify this. However the
snake was anparently cnly a baby: it wight have been brought into the
Hole by its "mother’s lling thﬂry or possihly a flying predator.
Well whatever methn& aE transport it used, here was this baky Brown
Snake (Demonsias Textilis) vearing all of its 6" at me.

Haybe its size hed allowed it to survive such & fall - az it was,
it did not. iook at all well., (So we sent for the vet, but Judy did not
know much abhout enakes, so we left it alone) it was {ound under a
rock at the bottom of yet another cairn (why do people insist on buil-
ding these on top of Nature's own bigger and better rockpile?) I[For
you to destroy - ed.]

The snake probably feeds on the sSmaller biota of insects that
also inhabit the hole. However, not enough krowledge or interest was
available to warrant such deteiling of these creatures here,

The birde that inhabit the two birds' nests at the rim of the
pottom of the hole preobably alse feed on the insects in the moist
envirconment there, Th=2 smaller hird’s nest could not be identified,
whilst the larger is most probably that of a lyrebird., It has a side
entrance, but iz not lined with feathers, neot an egg - we were too
~arly for the "maternitv” season, which is from June to September. On
A previous trip o “he hole, a superb Lyrebird (Menura Superba® wuwas
seen to ascend the hole up the Scuthern fauvultline (in less than twa
minutes - try and peat that with SRT}). This was interesting because 7
hafd mnot known that these birds could sustain upward movement (i.e,
flying and jumping) for such 2 distance.

The Big Hole is not nnly a haven foir the geologist with all

i
faults and folding bot also feor the nature lover - as well as  thos
intrepid speleologista of course. ..

o
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The Wight Owls Forget What Winter Is
{Galah Canyon Trip Report)
20/6/82

Being real "bushies™, Phil Hill and I decidéd to go away rather
than spend an apathetic weekend in the city. After much deliberation
we decided to go canyoning - to get acclimatised for Tasmania,

Phil decided to invite two friends of his along, Jenny and Liz.
Hz said they were experienced canyoners - little did 1 know what I was
letting myself in for,... ;

We left on Saturday night and firally made cur way through the
maze of roads on the Newnes plateau. We did not end up exactly vhere
{ wanted us to be, as the road I wazs locking for was slightly obscured
- soma small trees (up to 3m high) had growun upon it since I had last
been there. S0 we stopped at the next bezt place., 0On Sunday morning
we made our way to the canyon, dunned wetsuits and waded through the
First pools, then through a reockfall cave and scenic gorge to a pitch
(1%m) on the creek, then aleng the gorge some more to the main canyon,
There is a nice slippery slide (Yeah -ed.) here and Liz went for a
slide and nearly off the edge, much to my horror.

We proceeded down the ensuing seven or s¢ pitches (max. ! 20m,
mostly 5m) and wade poelz, During this time the fine weather turned
to bad; it started to hail., The girls soon learned to abseil guickly,
as I made the nossible threal of a wall nf white water aware to Lhem
{remember Claustral -ed,). We were soon out of the canyon, in the
early afternocon; even though we were & bit =low we were still on
achedule. - The normal walk in and canvon agnly takes about four hours,

We decided to Lake the "normal” way out as 1 had been toid by a
tew people that it weas easy. However it turned sut to be harder than
the way 1 vént out last time, “Galah Pass”, S50m north of Lthe canyon.
“You actually have to go through a dark cave on this pass -ed.)

I climbed up the chimney pass and hauled the packs up, gone of
uhich knocked & rock down that broke en Phil’s back., Thankfully, he
sas unhurt. He said it pushed some of his slippad diacs back in. The
next problem crcurred when It became evident iLhat the giris did nct
know how to climb. So we eventually hed to haul them up physically at
another point of the Rocky Creek cliff,

By the time everyope was up the cliff, it was dark. Phil hed
srought  his caving light along for just such a situation. We walked
along the ridge as the drizzle stopped, onlv to fall as snow. No won-
der it was cold! RAfter much pledding we finally reached the car just
after eleven, as Phil’'s light was f{ading, to. coeoaplete another epic
trip. '

Guy £3'm getting tired of epics) McKanna
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For A1l You "Experienced” 3.R.T.ers

o © Did you krow that & double fizherman’s knot has only 5%0% of the
rope’s U.T.5, (Ultimete Tensile Strengthl)? Even less when wet.

= 2 bouline knot has 70% of the rope's U,T.5,

~ A figure eight knot bhas only 70% of the rope’s U.T.S.

- The end of the rope wrapped 5 or & times arcund a tree an
secured tc itzelf has almozt 9%0% of the rope’s U.T7.5. This

iz the strongest method of anchoring,

hdapted from SUS3 Bull 10(8) pll7 by Guy McKanna. (For picturns
of these knots, see Neil Montgomery’'s book on SRT - ed.:

Spirit of Adventure - or just &an Enzyme?
By Richard Eckersley, Sciencé Reporter for the
Herald

If Lhey had known more about chemistry, Marco Polo wmight never
nave gone to China, Henry Stanley might never have uvttered those
‘mmortal words, “Dr Livingstone, 1 presume,” and Edmund Hillary migh’
never have climbed Everest.

The spirit of adventure, recent research suggests, may be nothin-
more than a neurochemical state marked by low levels of an enzymn,
monoamine oxidase. "It has been associalted with & thrill-seeking, ~-
senzalion-seeking, personality tvpe,” & University of NSW researcher,
dr Philip Ward, said on Thursday. ™The cundition has also been impli-
tated in a number of psychiatric diseases including schizophrenia,”

Mr Ward said Swedish researchers had reported in 1980 that e
group of mountaineers, who scored highly on & "sensation-seskinc
zcale”, had low levels of the enzyme. The scale had been devised t
measure the sense o¢of taking pleasure in situations where there
nome vhysical risk, Schizophrenics had aiso been Found to have ln
‘evels of the enzyme, while pecple with some other psychriatric disor-
‘srs had elevated levels.

Hr Ward, & master of science student in the School of Psychiatry,
.8 ecarrying out a project wunder the supervigion of Professor MNei:
'eCanaghy, to learn more about the association between monoamine oxi-
dese  levels and brain function, persenality type and psvchological
~haracteristics. The enzymz plaved an important part in the metabol-
‘sn of neurctransmitters - chemical messengers - in the brain, said M-
Werd, Resesrchers were not suggesting that the level of the enzyme
Airectly affected behaviour, but looked on it as a marker of other
“inchemical processes wvhich might,
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i. This cave weitlng area sounds liike &
masectomy, (3,4}

. Jags behind on & path te the cave (%
. 9. HRH's speech falters (2)

-
11

10, Volve rust belps vou smee in the
{ﬁ}

F. Z -t]r} man that a BUSS arae o Y T

i s 1_ 1z v | :\f-_.u ..-IF:J.,t:’J ¥ 2 Wil =

¥you where Jenolan cavers are often

found above ground. {(2,.7)

15. sSounds like B,G, Whitlam i3 like

Y*ﬁtﬁn? van? (7)

17, "Biimey }’ﬂ drun?“, the German said -

=

-
B

il L
But how 1t was 50 13 a cave nystery tgy
13, The hero fi; maﬂ,,dr ar clesn songe
round SUSS campfire (6}
21. Drunk without a postscript, \
oy . g T g gl 3 3 . 'II
22. A NI rcave tenebt hled dry? (9}
e 1 1 . ru & 4 34 L 3 . 2o "
:'-‘.:.'.5, o Deae fiﬂ‘g ba 111.,_.. affects 5 sQueesz RcRz sl ,T;.,Lj“ Er$$31}
s Wy g - 4 N i e i . T, _,_1
b hﬂyx-uuAun employment queunest (6
28. Mother backed me when Spider trips sometimes finlch, and alwvayse
e ST Y :
gtart ‘1}1J
29, Can a long Yank stretch far enough to do this place near Jenalan? (6.6
DOWN

1. German POW camp in powerful formation? (103
g %

2. Halycon days nc more are nere in this vlace douncty related to 2%c. (A
3. The boy in this czve was 2 lapp rubber, we near., or the noise of a
mos I m nn;\t"iu# t?}

5. A user pent in every Draconian study of this cave, (40)

6. Run to this bathroom because of this., (4)

8. Tuotar & hone ii this arch. (5,%)

0. Order meat tc be frozen here in this Q'land area, {a)

11. See 12dn.

12,21,1%,11. A3 MT is to WW {weight watchers), Fichard Mcleall eto. {1
4

; resh coin to our north has lots of caves (3
. Rivers don't do thris in Islington -~ it isnft o

J

19 1 (7)
20. A new dﬁ; house mede witno rﬂfu'nl log - we must go on one ¥nee (/)
23. ¥rench climbing aids are amiss without th& Schutzstaffel {3}
24, All hut the kitchen disaprears down thia, {4])
26, What the sun, foon, and various Novdice deftiss nnve ir comron (3)
27. The laundry is the rcom or piace where ycu wash muddy overalls with

thia, perhaps {3)

SOLUTION TG LAST MONTH' 8
AUROSS: 1)Atea Kaznarnda; 6) Governor Eourks; 9iNullabor {zorry;

12} CO?EL, 115 Fillow: 145 Luvs ?5} White Horse:; 17) Rooa; 21) Abba:
22) Weta: 23} 0S; 24 Casteret; 25); Cavellld ping

1 -

a1
¥
#
A ' a | - : <
DOWH: 2)Te rule over; 3) Karabiners; 4) Directly:; 5) Oven; 6) Good News;
8) Elbow Grease; 10) uncvt; 11) Ripleys; 14) Lip; 16) Coliter;
19) Above; 18) Tale; 20) Sac
g T T 1 i e E L daree wE o R " _?:_\.' i
™ ___.J?I "‘_‘... y 7 5‘-\..“ 'FJ“_Q?- l-u-‘. ‘l" ﬁ'k N i i "‘f"_
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COMMITTEE MEHRBERS 1982

FPRESIDENT Guy McKanna, 438 Vineyard $t., Hona Vale.

' 397 3758 (h). (Trip Leader)
YICE FRESIDENT Paoil Greenfielid, 2S5 Haceaulay Rd,, Stanmore.
& EDITOR 560 4952 ¢(h); 692 3524 {(w), (Trip Leader)

CORRESPONDFEHNCE  Tan Mann, 48 Guydir St.. Greystanes
SECRETARY 631 4321 (h), (Trip Leader)

HINUTES Richard McMeall, 49 Stanhope Rd, Killara,
SECRETARY A6 1847 (h) (Trip Leader)

HEHBERSHIP Phillip Cole, 12 Meldrum Ave. Hiranda
SECRETARY 525 2496 (h) (Trip Leadear)

TREASURER Fichard Hackay, 16 Horthecote Rd.,, Lindfield.
46 1740 (h). (Trip Leader?

LIBRARIAN Mike Lake, 31 Crescent Rd., Caringbah

524 5229 Ch): 692 3145 (w), (Trip Leader)
ASSISTANT Mark Twigg, 46 Norfolhk St., Killara.
EDITORS 498 2996 (h3,

Crant Ellictt, 2 Dobson Crescenl, Dundas.

8§58 1194 (h).
¥ristin Young, 83 Levick St., Cremorne,
90 6267 (h)

EOUIPHENT Judi Strickland, 10 Second St., Ashbury.
OFFICER 799 7264 (h): 692.2947 (wl,

SAFETY OFFICER Roy Winstanley, 10 Second 3t., Ashbury. (799 7284}
& ASF CORPESP, weekend addreca; 5/68a Smith St., Wollongong (Trip

PUBLIC Randall King, 89 Harian St,, Enmore,
RELATIONS 519 5296 (h)
JIH SEABROOK MEMORIAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Peter Campbell, 6745 Albert 5t. Strathfield.
764 1027 {(h) : :

Guy Cox, 180 Short 3t,, Balmain.

818 1896 (nh); £92 3176 (w) {(Trip Leadar’
Aruvce Welch, 21 Thompson St,, Marvickville.
569 9928 {(h): 650 2222 {(w). {(Trip Leader)

TOMMITTEE MEHBERS _
Ivan Desailly, 7 Eddie Ave., Panania.
773 3861 (h) (Trip Leader)
Judy Clarke, 10 Holden 5t., Epping.
869 1276 (h}) (Trip Leader)

TEMOTE AND lﬂhﬁCEESIéLE PLACE SUBCOMHITTEE
Bryan Cleaver, Helen Turiton, Geoff Innes
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July

Thursday ist

Sunday 4th

[8th~-11th

17th-18th

17th-18th

24th-25th

Honday 26th

-

future Bvents

General Meeting. Lommon Room, Helme Building 7:30pm

Vertical Technigues Field day -- Royal Hational Park
Contact Mike Lake on 524-522% (h), 692-3145 (w)
All welcome, come along and practise your SRT

VYertical Caving Trip -- Bungonia
Contact Phil Cole on 525-2496

introductory Cross-Country Skiing Weekeng
Cantact Ian Hann on 631-4321 (h), 692-2525 (w)

Wyanhene fcaving)
Cocntact Phil Hill on 799-3899

Wombeyan (if we ever manage to get a permit!)
Contact Guy MHcHanna on 937-37548

Committee Hesting
Hosted by Mark Twigg

Later

There is zome talk of organizing a ‘car rally’ later in the year
and, of course, there will be the Tasmania trip in Deceriuer but this
is already fairly full, If you want to go somewhere that isn’t listed
here ¢o and ask a trip leader or commibtee ma2mber aboult organising a
trip, :

The agsistant librarien iz pleased to

Library is
it., We house
leting (come

ning a

organized and open to all members,
U885 archival material,

practice
general interegt material,
future

5U58 Library

; that the
82 nlease make use of

anngunce SUsSs
overseasz bul-
, cave maps and cther
S0 whilst researching an article or plan-
trip come and see us - at the raegistered S5USS office,

rustralian anrd

your foreign languvages)

L.G, 21 in the Madsen Building,.

Guy McKanna

.8, Other material of interest would bs appreciated.
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